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CAMPAIGN IN RUSSIA. 



T, 



HE lat6 War between the Russian Em- 
pire and that of France, which closed in the Peace 
of Tilsit, is too much alire in the recollection of 
Eiurope to need A, narration here of the particular 
events which led to its commencement, and accele- 
rated its conclusion. The necessity which com- 
pdiled the Emperor Alexander to make that Trea* 
ty, there is little doubt originated in the nonfulfil- 
ment of promises, made by powers in alliance with 
him, to give their support to a warfare which in* 
Tolved not more the safety of Russia than that of 
all the civilized world. Though an ally only, (on 
the destruction of the Prussian force, and the de« 
cided apatheiical tardiness of Austria,) he found 
himself, left to bear the whole weight of the con- 
test as a principal. Though thus abandoned, and 
placed in a situation, to maintain which, it being 
unexpected, he had not provided resources, he nev- 
ertheless receded not a step ; but in the field and 
in the cabinet continued to assert, to the extre- 
mes! point of his empire's existence, the liberty of 
Europe. It is well known from what passed be-* 
tween the courts of London and St. Petersbui^jh, 
how anxious he was in spite of disappointments) 
to retain the friendship of England, and her active 
co*operation in the Great Cause. At length th^ 
2* 
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Russian Monarch's patience was exhausted ; and 
on the 7th of July, 1807, the Peace of Tilsit was 
sig^ned. 

From the date of this event six years elapsed ; 
and during the whole period the face of Europe 
never ceased being deluged with blood. Austria, 
who had neglected the past favorable moment to 
defend her rights, was at last aroused ; and be- 
came involved, and alone too, in a desperate and 
unsuccessful contest with Napoleon. Spain burst 
forth against the tyrant, with the spirit of her an- 
cestors. AikI lilngland (however those at times in 
power may have committed political errors) con- 
tinued, in principle, true to the grand cause by 
feeding the flame in the peninsula ; and thus kept 
up that fire with which the far-spreading torch of 
the North now lights the rest of Europe to Eman- 
cipation and Peace. 

The negative kind of amity, a body without a 
soul, wh;ch the Treaty of Tilsit established be- 
tween the Empires of Russia and France, (and 
whiqh endured little more than four years) gave 
time and OGCiision to Alexander to be fully aware 
of the ultimate views of his Gallic friend ; who lost 
not an opportunity of endeavouring by every spe- 
cies of intrigue to pave the way for an easy con- 
ijuest over the arms and allegiance of the subjects 
of his august and honourable ally. 

Tlie niachinatiom;; of Napoleon haye ever beeK 
as much against the principles, as the personal 
liberties of men. Former conquerors were content 
with subjecting nations by the power of the sword. 
His aim is a deeper destruction : he attacks the 
moral principle. He subdues, by seduction, from 
the rule of law, from the standard of conscience ; 
and having, like the arch fiend, trammelled the souls 
of his captives, he hopes to keep them in perpet- 
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!aal, Iseeause desperate, slavery. I need not partieu* 
larize the objects in Russia, of this his system of 
mental vassalage : some few fell victims to his 
spells, but the raaay, the worthy of ihft name of 
Russians, remained impregnable to the most de^ 
termined, most, wily assaults of his art. 

The impatience of Napoleon to compel every 
state under his influence to adopt what he calls 
The Continental System^ and which means the ex- 
dusiou of all commerce with England, exciting 
him to extraordinary and imperative demands of 
Russia : the insolent declarations of his power t^ 
enforce obedience to his will, alarmed the indepen- 
dent spirit of the JEmperor Alexander ; and made 
him wisely prepare, in silence for a rupture which 
jQo flatteries of the tyrant, nor suggestions from the 
world's pao^ic, could persuade him to compromise. 

The Common Disturber of Europe soon learned 
from his agents in Russia, that it was their opinion 
the people was not to be corrupted ; and that his 
favourite System could not, by any method whatev- 
er, be forced upon, the ruler of such a people. Napo- 
leon laughed at these preparations. A man without 
honour, believes the integrity of all otliers impugna- 
ble. He is a very Proteus in politics. Again and again 
every subtilty was tried, every temptation offered ; 
but Alexander frowned on the vain ^rt, and re- 
pulsed it. 

Napoleon continued to dissemble and to in- 
trigue ; for the moment of unfolding his ultimate 
plans was not yet arrived : and with a semblance 
of the most ardent friendship, grasping at the most 
intimate bonds of connexion, he essayed to cajole 
the unsullied faith of the Emperor Alexander. 
Even while his serpent tongue wove this Machia- 
velian net, with hands more numerous than those 
of Briarieus, he was secretly preparing fte meanj^^ 
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of Bubv^ing the Russian Empire, and eHtaUidb* 
ing upon its ruins and those of Europe a domioioa 
that would command the sovereignty of the world. 

Russia pow saw clearly the impending storm ; 
and no exertion was neglected on her part, to pre* 
pare against its rage. Her troops, by degrees, 
spread themselves along her vast frontier ; and 
took up the best positions that the probable cir- 
cumstances of her situation could point out. A 
force of four hundr^ thousand strong, public rcr 
port said, was then extended from the shores of the 
paltic to the extremity of the Yolhynia ; but as 
the casualties incident to a Russian armament are 
numerous, we cannot confidently rate this body 
of men, at the commencement of the campaign, at 
more than two hundred thousand ^^i^ctive solr 
diers. 

While Alexander was silently drawing these lines 
of circumvallation around his frontiers ; lines of 
brave men, more impr^nabl^ than bulwarks of 
stone or iron ; Napoleon, conscious that it had 
never been his intention to fulfil his engagements in 
the Treaty of Tilsit, and perceiving that Russia 
was now aware of his premeditated breach of faith 
and determined future hostility, endeavoured, thro' 
the medium of his ambassadors at the Court of St« 
Petersbnrgh* to cast an insidious gloze on all that 
had passed ; and by misrepresentation, falsehood, 
and sophistry, to throw the blame of the approach-- 
ing rupture upon the Northern Emperor, 

Even in the third year (1810) of this hollow 
peace, France was seen to manifest serious designs 
of invading the Russian dominions. Napoleon 
J was compelled to understand that, in spite of his 
menaces, Russia would have a commerce with Eng- 
land ; that she would not, in consenting to him 
as an ally, yield her own equal rights of maintain^^ 
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ing her peopile, and replenishing her treasury, by 
those honest arts which give to peace a value be^ 
yond that of mere personal security. He saw that 
ukases were repeatedly issued to encourage a com- 
merce with England : and more and more irritated 
by the s.te9,dy policy o.f Alexander, he decided; 
not only on the destruction of that princp, but 
OD the anniliils^tipji of his empire. 

Notwithstanding these sentiments of each other, 
and the preparations which both were quietly mak- 
ing, the one ^o conimit, and the other to reisist vio-p 
lence, diploipatic civilities passed between the two 
courts. Alexandermaintained a dignified silence ; 
and Napoleon, carefully masking his face when 
turned to Russia, was moving ail his engines ia 
Other countries, to excite their armies, to assist his 
in overwhelming her with ruin. During the year 
1811, his agent at Constantinople, pursuant to this 
scheme, exerted every nerve to keep up a war 
against Russia on the side of Turkey. ]No alarni 
was left uqsounded, no promises spared, which 
might persuade the Qr^nd Seignior to believe tha^t 
the boasted Genius ojf France was fated to be also 
the prophet and protector of the Ottoman Imperi- 
al line, 

The co-operation of Sweden was solicited by 
sinailar means. Provided she would engage to 
inarch a large army towards the Russian frontier 
on her side, while a French force should invade 
the empire on the quarters of Poland and Prussia, 
Napoleon proffered her, as an indemnification^ all 
Finland, and vast accessions to her Pomeranian 
territories. 

Treaties of defensive alliance were concluded 
with Austria and Prussia. Dantzic was reinforcr 
ed, and provided with stores of all kinds. And 
the rest of the strong Pruss^ian fortresses which. 



Digitized by 



Google 



14 

Aecordtog to articles of the Treaty of Tilsit, ou^t 
to have been eTacnated by the French troops, had, 
iOn the contrary, their garrisons considerably aug- 
mented. Columns of troops from France, as wdl 
as from the various states which comprised the 
Confederation of the Rhine, were known to be on 
liieir march towards the Vistula. 

Such military preparations, together with the 
ratification of treaties of the most intimate allian* 
ees between France, Austria, and Prussia, left no 
donbt in the mind of the Emperor Alexander as 
to the object of their proceedings. He saw that 
the time was now come to take his station at the 
bead of the army his precaution had so wisely pror 
frided; and quitting his capital about the 22d'Of 
April, 1812, he arrived on the 2&th at Wilna, 
frbere he established his headcquarters. 



The army of Napoleon was all in motion. The 
confederated Princes of Germany had sent their 
tributary powers; and a reluctant remnant of 
about ten thousand Spaniards^and Portuguese, had 
been pressed into the service. Not less than four 
hundred thousand men were ranged ander the des- 
jprot's standard ; and by the beginning of May, 
1812, the banks of tlip Vistula were overshadowed 
by his thronging legions. 

Napoleon left Paris in May, and found himself 
at the head of his grand army on the 16th of June. 
A finer or more complete force never was marshal- 
led by the destructive abilities of man. It posses- 
sed the flite, not only of thi? French nation. But 
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that of at] her confedera:tes ; BXtd to give elBcieney 
to so formidable a streDgtb» was comqnanded by 
the most celebrated captain of the age. 

This mighty array had been a- work of delibera-* 
fion. Its ambitions leader had long sought to 
make a vassal of his imperial ally, or to push him ta 
the extremity of a rupture^ Through the medium 
of Prince Kourakiu, !Napoteon, while at Parisjr 
bad precipitated that decision from St. Peters- - 
burgh, which he looked for to give him an excuse 
for the meditated invasion. His demands were, 
ttiat Russia must immediately adopt, without any 
ireservation, th6 continental system, to the exclu^ 
sion and destruction of al( commerce whatever 
^ith England. The style of this message, as well as 
its purport, was in a strain to offend the dignity as 
well as the just political views of the Emperor Al- 
exander ; but he treated it so far with forbearance 
as to commission his ambassador at Paris, while 
lie refused a compliance to the extent required, to 
tise every means consistent with the character oi 
the Russian nation, to preserve the peace* 

The demand was repeated without any soften- 
ing terms ; and Alexander'^s reply was still in the 
same spirit. Much as he wished to maintain a 
friendship with France, nothing should induce him 
to attempt it at so dear a price, as compromising 
the ultimate good of his country, by the sacrifice 
ef its commerce. To this resolution he added a 
protest against the French occupation of the 
Duchy of Oldenberg. This resolution, and this 
protest, were immediately construed by Napoleon 
into demands " arrogant and extraordinary !" and 
announced by him as equivalent to a declaration of 
war. Still, however, his hypocrisy was not satis- 
fied with .the part it bad already acted ; he must 
have another scene of fawning, yet insulting, over- 
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own determined object to break. 

To this purpose he dispatched his aide*de*carop,i 
General Narbonne^ to Wilna, to kiiow whether the 
Emperor Alexander would at last withdraw his 
extraordinary demands. The General was heard 
and answered ; and after a very short stay at the 
Russian head-quarters, carried back his rej^y, — 
That his Imperial Majesty would negotiate with 
Napoleon as soon as ever he had withdrawn his 
troops from the Polish and Prussian frontiers. 

This messagci, and the informatioti that Geheral 
Lauriftton had been refused permission to visit Wil- 
na for the purpose of having an interview with Al- 
exander, so enraged Napoleon, that he exclaimed 
— " The conquered assume the tone of conquer- 
ors — Fate leads them on — Let their destiny be ac- 
complished !** 

He spoke a Delphic oracle in these words ; fat 
they certainly are accomplished, though in a man« 
ner directly contrary to his translation of their 
meaning. 

Without a moment's delay, at the same instant 
he issued orders to cross the Neimen, and to send 
forth the follow ing address to his troops. 

» SOLDIERS ! 

" The Second Polish war is commenced. The 
first was terminated at Friedland and Tilsit. At 
Tilsit Russia swore eternal alliance with France, 
and as eternal a war with England. She now vio- 
lates her oaths. She declares she will give no ex- 
planation of her strange conduct, Until the French 
eagles have repassed the Rhine ; leaving by that 
abandonment, our allies at her discretion. 

" Russia is led on by a fatsdity. Her destiny 
miist be fulfilled ! ' 



Digitized by 



Google 



17 

*' Does she believe us d^enerated ? Are we no 
longer the soldiers of Austerlitz ? She places us 
betfveen dishonor and war. The choice is not 
doubtful. We march forward I we pass the Nie- 
men ! and will carry war into the heart of her ter- 
ritory. The second Polish war will be as glorious 
to the arms of France as was the first* But the 
peace which we shall conclude will carry its own 
guarantee : it will annihilate that proud and over- 
bearing influence which, for fifty years, Russia has 
exercised over the affairs of Europe." 

*^ Head-quarters. Wilkowiski, 
June 22d, 1812." 

On the twenty-third of the same month, the 
head-quarters of Napoleon were removed to the 
neighbourhood ol Kovna, within a league of the 
Niemen. After visiting the line of posts on that 
river, and throwing across three bridges at the seve- 
ral points selected for the passage, at an early hour 
in the evening the army was in motion ; and by 
eleven at night the three columns ha4 reached the 
opposite shore. The light troops arriving at Kov- 
na in great force, and falling unexpectedly on a 
body of Cossacs who occupied that town, drove 
them out with terrible slaughter. Thus, in this 
spot, were hostilities commenced ! 

The news soon reached the Russian head-quar- 
ters ; and the aggression was of too deep a dye to 
allow of any farther forbearance. That his people 
might not be ignorant of the end to which this 
treacherous act (committed in the very hour of ne- 
gotiation) was to lead, the Emperor addressed to 
them the following declaration. 

" We have long observed the hostile intentions 
of the Emperor of the French against* Russia. 
3* 
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Jl^ut ^e bopect^ by our forbearance^ to allay the 
adverse spirit; and to convince hiiDA, by our iBode^ 
ration, or the policy as well as justice of not. 
aeeking tp overwbebia all Europe by the weight of 
erne psow er.. 

, "Oui^ amicable eflforts were repeatedly dimp- 
poifitfd i apd,. aft last, i^^ing that our patience 
rstlh^r n^rited iwult, thfiA persuaded to confidoacQi 
we found ourselves oblig^ to reaign our wiaU. of 
preserving the tranquility of our people, (if thai 
might be called tranqeility^ which must have been: 
purchased by tlie sacrifice of all tlieir doarest inter- 
ests !) and to fly to arms. Though brought even 
. to this point, that the enemy might have no excuse 
for the violatic^ of his faith, vie refused not to 
listen, to the embos^sies be continued to send to oui? 
quarters ; stilt shewii^ our wilt to avoid a riipturagi 
though We kept our station on the frontiers, ready^ 
to maictain the peace or to support a war. 

. ''But neither moderation nor forbearance had 
other efiect on the. French Efnperor, thMi to give: 
him time in which to^ act his premeditated breaeli 
of all' honour. While the pacific words of hifi 
aid^Hde*camp^ the count Narbonne, were yet sound- 
ing in our ear, he crossed the Niemen, attacked 
Kovna ! and thiTs by a deed of the basest and 
most sanguinary aggression began the war. 

. " The hope of peace, without a contest, is at an 
end ; and we have now no othei* resource than 
to oppose our brave soldiers to the invad^r^ and 
to invoke the Supreme Judge of all, to bless the 
Hight^ous CausQ ! 

" We have no occasion to remind our Generals, 
or Commanders of regiments, or our troops in 
fijeneral, what is either their duty or their honour. 
The blood of th^ Sclavonians, so illustrious by 
their virtues and their victories, flows in their veins. 
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akrfdiffisf Tdtt defend yow Patitti, yo>Hfir Ortifctry^ 
and your Liberty ! Your Emperor marcbes at yo^ 
head and tiie God ^ J^dtice m aganii^ tht -A^;- 
gressor ! 

"ALeSanwer." 
*' Wilna, ISthof June, 1812, O. S. 

Iddepeodeiit of this liMflQ^edtd, the Effr{)^ior ad- 
•dt^dsed an offidai tettefr to MairshB;! Gotiiit Soltt- 
Icoff, president of tlws inapeHial conhcH kX stale, in 
which he repeats the substance of ^at he had ad- 
dressed to the nation ; but, entering into mor^ par- 
licalar details of the rrench suhtilBes and dishon- 
our, concludes the communication Hl^ith diese inag* 
Aantmous words: 

•* My brave people, attacked in Uieir very homes, 
know well hbw to defend them with a perseva-ance 
that will never ground its arms till the indepefi* 
dence of the nation terminates the war. And a^ 
for myself, I will never sheath the swojrd while a 
single enemy remains within the precincts Of the 
empire." 



Tat: trumpet of hostilities having beezi bOw 6dutid^ 
td from both eamps, the adverse armies put theni«- 
i^lves in general motion. The force employed b| 
France to draw down npob Russia her *' inevitable 
destiny," was tiius divided and commanded. 

A leading corps, composed chiefly of cavalry a^d 
^ying artillery, was ilMi«r %ht 4ri(d*s of Murat 
(King of Naples.) 
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The first corps. Marshal Davoast (Prince of 
Eckinuhl.) 

The second corps. Marshal Oudinot (Duke of 
Reggio.) 

1 he third corps. Marshal Ney (Dnke of Elchin- 
gen.) 

The fourth and sixth corps. Beauhamois (Vice- 
roy of Italy.) 

The fifth and seventh (the seventh being Rep^ier, 
Saxons, and Dombrosky^s corps.) and the eighth, 
vrere under the orders of J^ome Buonaparte (Kingf 
of Westphalia). 

The ninth corps. Victor (Duke of Belluno.) 

The tenth corps (composed of French and Prus- 
sians.) Macdonald (Duke of Tarento.) 

^rhe corps of Marshals Davoust, Ney, Oudinot, 
Macdonald, the Prince Poniatofsky, and that of 
the guards passed the Niemen, almost at the same 
time, at Jourboorg, Kovna, Olitta, and Mercez. 
This advance commenced on the 23d of June, when 
the French troops completely established them- 
selves on the right bank of the Niemen ; and, by 
the 26th, they had puslied their light cavalry to 
within nine or ten leagues of Wilna. 

When Alexander received information of these 
movements, he gave orders for the immediate re- 
union of his army at Drissa. But that point of 
concentration being at a consideralile distance 
from the frontiers ; and those frontiers stretch- 
ing to an immense extent on all sides ; and 
along which the troops had been necessarily spread 
to defend them ; (as it was not to be divined at 
what part the enemy would first oppose himself;) 
acompleteobedience to this command must take 
time to accomplish. When the Emperor issued 
this order, the Russian army occupied the foUov^- 
ing places : 
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Head*quarters were at Wilna, where were sta- 
tioned a part of the Imperial guards. A reserve of 
that corps was at Swantziany. The whole was 
commanded by Barclay de Tolly in chi^. 

The right of the first division, consisting of thir- 
ty thousand men, stretching from Chawli to Telch 
and Wilkomir, was oommanded by Count Vigten- 
stein. 

The second division, consisting of twenty-five 
thousand men; which had previously occupied 
K.ovna, but oji the approach of the enemy to the 
banks of the Niemen, had fallen back to Schirving, 
between Wilkomir and Wiloa^ waa qnder General 
£ag^avout« 

The third and fourth divisions of Generals Shou« 
Talofi^ and Touchkofi*, each amounting to twenty- 
six thousand men, occupied Novtroky, and from 
tiieiice to Lida« These divisions were called the 
JFHrst Army, 

A part of G^eral Dochtorroff's, (or the Fifth 
division, amounting to twenty thousand menj ua*- 
der Count Palhen, occupied Grodno. Dochtor- 
roff had, some short time before, been detached 
from the Second Army^ which consisted of sixty 
thousand men, and was commanded by Prince Bra- 
gation, then stationed at Bainstock and Wilkowiski, 
together with a large body of Cossacs under Pla- 
toff. 

A corps of observation amounting to twenty^ 
five thousand men, under the command of Gene- 
ral Tormozoff, was left at Loutzk. And Generals 
£ssen and Steingel, commanded in and near Riga, 
a body of twenty thousand. 

In the event of a rupture, the plan of the cam^ 
paign, determined on by the Emperor Alexander 
and his military council, was, as a first measure, 
that of retiring to the banks of the Dwina ; where 
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a strengthened position if as preparing at Drissa, 
to receive the whole conoentrated force of the Rus- 
«ans. BxperieDce had taoght tiiem, from tke late 
wars, and by the iirilliaot exxunple in tlie western 
Peninsula, that the only mode of ensuring ulti- 
mate 8ucces8 ca^ainat the present enemy, wa« th^ 
of a protracted warfare. To this plan they added 
that of laying waste the intermediate country ; aa6« 
rifichig a province of their own empire, even to 
the demolition of towns and viilages, that the ene- 
my might have no means of ^nfasistence, no shel- 
ter for his troops. 

Drissa was the point oC re-«nion, and according^ 
ly every branch of the extended Russian armjr 
moved towards it On the 3%h <^ June, the rear 
of the main body left the city of Wilua, after hav- 
ing destroyed nearly every thing in the magaiines 
which might have been cf service U> the enemy. 
It crossed the Yilia with a trifling loss^ burning 
the wooden bridge by which they passed that 
river. 

Count Vigtenstein left WilliLomir and its neigb^ 
bonrhood, proceeding to Breslau, where he arrived 
on the 7th of July. The reserve of Guards sta/^ 
tiooed at Swantziany, moved forward to pass the 
Dwina ; whilst the corps of Bag^avout, Touteh*- 
koff, and SchouvalofT, formed their union at the 
same time in and about Widzy. By these move* 
ments it was hoped the communication was en- 
sured with the division of DochtoiroflTy which wM 
in the neighbourhood of Weleyka. 

Without losing a moment, when Prince Bra^ 
gation was apprised tliat the enemy had effected 
the passage of the Niemen, he set his army in mo- 
tion, to effect a junction with the n^in body at 
Drissa. To cover this march, which be foresaw 
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W4im1d be tftbTetwd by kmaiMial^ difficidtitts^ be 
ogrdered Platoff to mo^e upoa Grodno. 

Puriiig these moveineBits the- French followed 
the stepft of their adfersary with eager activity ^ 
a^d, it was plainly percq^tible that the obJBct of 
ISagpoleoii was to tarn the right flank- of the Rus^ 
slana, and to cut off the re-^nmon of Dochtorroff. 
Gould he effect this finai separation, he would 
completely throw himseif betweei the first and 
second armies, and »» Aleiuiader s plan of de- 
fence would bedestroyed* 

The official reports of the Frensh leader relat- 
iiag to this period of the campaign, would lead us 
to attach some blame to the Uossian Coromander* 
iurcfaief, Barclay, de Tolly; for the {M*ecipitancy 
o£ the retreat from Wilna to Drissa ; and also for 
leaving General Dochtorroff several days without 
orders, and Prince Ib^agatioii in total ignorance 
c£ the steps that had been taken to form a junction 
of tiie twd armies on the oppo^te shore of the 
Dwina. 

With respect ta Dochtorroff, it was well known 
that on the 30th, his corps reached Ochmiaai, and 
tbat the Prince had, according to the exigency 
of the moment, put himself in foil advance to ap- 
proach the centre of the main army. Dochtorroff, 
although followed up by a force of the enemy far 
superior in numbers to his own, so well disposed 
his. cavalry and light troops, that he reached 
Borodino, with a very trifling loss, on the 4th of 
July; having sustained the repeated attacks of 
the diflfercnt corps of Borde, Soult, Nansouty, 
and PajoL Thus by his courage and activity he 
gained the left shore of the Dwina, and secured 
his passage of the river. 

Meanwhile the right of the army, covered by 
its cavalry and light troops, with intrepid resolu- 
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lidii, 6oDtintted its movemente upon DrissA. Oft 
the 6th of July, the rear guard under the command 
of Majot-Generals Korff and Koutatteoff was at- 
tacked near the river Dziasna, by the troops of 
Murat supported by a strong corps of flying ar- 
tillery under the command of General Monte- 
brune. The Russian dragoons received the charge 
with their usual steadiness ; and attacking in their 
turn with a raiment of Polish Hnlans, and the 
Cossacs of the guards, aided by several pieced 
of light artillery, completely repulsed the enemy; 
who left in the hands Of the victors several offi- 
cers ; amongst whom was Prince Hohenloe-kirch 
berg, in the service of the King of Wirtemburg. 
There were also fifty or sixty soldiers. This ad- 
vantage allowed the Russian troops to gain the 
opposite side of the river without further molesta- 
tion ; and to destroy the bridges^ 

On the 8th of July the main body passed the 
Dwina at Dinabui^, leaving the rear guard at the 
distance of a short march ; and on the 9th, most 
of the divisions entered the entrenched camp at 
Drissa. 

Thus was efiected this momentous movement, 
after a rapid and severe march of eleven days, during 
which the troops never relaxed their usual firmness 
and discipline. Indeed their loss was compara- 
tively inconsiderable ; for from the commence- 
ment of their falling back fix)m Wilna, until they 
entered Drissa, it did not exceed in killed, wound- 
ed, and prisoners, six hundred men. The enemy 
suflered equally, if not in a greater proportion ; 
the Russians having made in casual skirmishes 
during this retreat, above three hundred priso- 
ners. 

The weather had been extremely hot, and was 
succeeded by a sharp cold, accompanied with 
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auxiliary to Russia, for Napoleon complains of it, 
as having greatly retarded his advance ; although 
it UP iittl^ affected the expeneuced sons of the 
North, that they gained their entrenchments with^ 
out the loss of a siogle piece of artillery. 

Owing to indisposition, arising from the late ex^ 
traordinitry fatigues, Count Schouvaloff found him* 
iielf obl^^ to withdraw from the army ; and the 
command of his division was given to General 
Count Osterman Tolstoy, an officer of the first 
military talents, and who, at that time, was in the 
suite of his £mperor. 

The Imperial AleJcander, setting the true ex* 
ample of a hero, that of sharing with his soldiers 
their severest toils, never quitted his tix)ops one 
hour during the whol6 of their rigorous march ; 
and hjis hardihood was rewarded, for he had con- 
stant opportunities of being assured of their ani* 
mated loyalty to his person^ and of their impa- 
tience to be led against the enemy. 

Great as was the satisfaction he felt at these 
demonstrations, he was obliged to check their ar** 
dour, until the moment should arrive when cir- 
cumstances would permit him to give it way to ad- 
vantage. 

On taking possession of the fortified camp at 
Drissa, -his majesty addressed his army, in the 
general orders of the day, in these terms : 

« RXJSSUN WARRIORS I 

" You have at length reached the object towards 
which we directed our views. When the enemy 
dared to pass the boundaries of our Empire, you 
were upon its frontiers in order to protect them ; 
but until a complete re-union of our troops could 
be effected, it became necessary to curb your in 
4* 
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tr^)>id coaf a^e ; atid to fall back to oor present 
position. We came here to assemble afid con- 
centrate our forces. Our calculations ha?e been 
propitious. The whole of the first army is now 
on this spot. 

'^ Soldiers ! The field is^^ Openf to £hat valour so 
nobly obedient to restraiA^ so eager to maintain 
the renown /already given to its name. You will 
now gather laurels worthy of yourselves, and of 
your ancestors. This day, already s^alised by 
the battle of Pultowa, will recall to you the ex- 
ploits of yotir forefathers. The remembrance of 
their valour, the voice of their fame, sumnaon you 
to surpass both by the glory of your deeds ! 
Their vigorous arms ever knew the enemies of 
their country. Go, then! in the spirit of yout 
fathers, annihilate that enemy who dares to attack 
your faith, your honour, ev«i your hearts, sur- 
rounded by your wives and children ! 

" God ! witness of the jnstice of your cause, 
will sanctify your arms with his divine benedic- 
tion ! 

"" Camp at Drissa, 27th June, 1812, O. S. 
9th July, 1812, N. SJ' 



i - .... 

The army of Prince Bragation (usually called 
the Secofid Army) continued its advance towards 
Wilna ; but on reaching the environs of the town 
of JFvie, he found his intended line of march already 
occupied by the enemy, and that it would be a 
ilesperate sacrifice of his troops to attempt by 
force a passage to the left of the main army. He 
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knew <liaC army must now be too fetr distant 
*o afford him any hope, (even could he penetrate 
the enemy s columns) to reach it before it must 
have passed the Dwina. 

No doubt bdhg left in his mind of his being, 
for the pres^it, effectually separated from the 
main army, he judged it best to direct his march 
towards Af insk. Sut again he was intercepted : 
on his approach to that city, he discovered that it 
was already in the possession of Davoust. Be* 
fore the French could take any advantage of his 
dilemma, the Prince made a retrograde imd w^ 
ordered movement on the road to Sloutsk ; hop- 
ing from thence to reach Mohiloff, and then to 
gain Vitepsk, time enough to elude the several 
detachments of the enemy, now on the alert to 
cut him off. 

In order to cover Bragation's designs. General 
Platoff with his Cossacs and light artillery, left 
Lida, and passed through Novogrodeck towards 
Mire and Neswick. On. the 7th of July, at Ko- 
relistchi, he was met by the advanced guard of Je- 
rome BuonapartS's anny, consisting of three col- 
umns of cavalry, which the brave Hetmau drove 
back with considerable slaughter. The next day 
he was again attacked (having previously occupied 
the suburbs of Mire) by an augmented force under 
^he. command of the Polish General Rosnitsky. 
The combat continued several hours, and was sus- 
tained with obstinacy on both sides, till at last 
the persevering courage of the Russians prevailed, 
and three regiments of polish Hulans were com- 
pletely destroyed. Their General Tourriou, was 
the oqly man who escaped. The victory was so 
decisive that the enemy abandoned the field of 
battle leaving upwards of one thousand six liuu- 
dred killed, and three hundred and fifty prisouers 
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in the bands of tlieir conquerors. The los^ on th^ 
Russian side did not exceed six hundred, inclad-^~ 
ing officers, amongst whom, though all were hravejr 
there were none of distinction. 

After this advantage, Platoff directed his troops 
towads Romanoff: but there a fresh reacontr^ 
awaited him, with a body yet more formidable 
than either of those he had so lately defeated. 
The French bore down upon him with tremendous 
force and numbers ; but the invincible Cossac was 
immoveable. He sustained the impetuosity of thei^ 
fire, and then overwhelmed them with the fhry of 
his own. They fled before him for more than three 
leagues, leaving the first regiment of chasseimi & 
chevai, and also the grenadiers a cheval (some of 
the most prized troops in Napoleon's service) dead 
on the field. Platoff made prisoners in this bril* 
liant affair, two, colonels, sixteen officers, and 
three hundred men. Returning from pursuit, he 
retraced his steps to Romanoff, in order to keep 
up with the movements of Bragation, who was 
advancing by forced marches upon Mohiloff. 

That Prince having displayed consummate skilFp 
and made almost unexampled exertions, to form a 
junction with the main army, felt the bitterest 
disappointment at finding himself still so fiur dis- 
tant from that great object. And yet when we re- 
fleet on the extended frontier of six hundred wersts, 
menaced at all points of attack by an army nearly 
double in numbers to that of the Russians, it is 
not surprising that the body of troops forming the 
Russian left, having a vast line of country to tra- 
verse, should be prevented making a re-union with 
its main army. 

Notwithstanding every art being adopted by Na- 
poleon, to impose upon the Emperor Alexander ; 
and to throw him off his guard, by the flattering 
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negotiatioBd of General Narboiine ; thougli he 
even stooped to the treachery of passing his troops 
over the Niemen^ while he affected to proffer peace, 
yet he failed to find the dupe he expected in the 
Kusisiail Emperor : Alexander had been taught a 
lesson in politics by this wily usurper, which, 
though he disdained to brii^ it into his own ac« 
(ions, yet Airnished him with a talisman by which 
he untwisted the truth firom the falsehood in the 
proceedings of his adversary. The knowledge of 
a poison su^^ests its antidote : and the Russian 
monarch lost no time in preparing against the 
treacherous arrows of the Fraich leMler. 

The Rubicon of hononr had long been passed 
by Napoleon, before he plunged his hostile troops 
into the waters of the Niemen. The affair of Kov-^ 
na afforded him a bloody sacrifice to propitiate the 
furies to whom his soul was devoted. And Alex«« 
ander, aware of the hatred, as well as ambition, 
which impelled his career, made every prompt 
movement to accelerate the concentration of the 
Russian forces at a station of advantage. 

Even the officers of the invading army could not 
help bearing testimony to the fine order in which 
this rapid retreat was made ; and Napoleon him- 
self is compelled to give it his share of praise, by not 
venturing to fabricate a boast, in any of his reports 
at this time, of having gained even the smallest ad- 
vantage over the retiring army. Could he have disco^ 
vered in their steps the minutest traces of any of the 
natural calamities incident to ill-ordered retrograde 
movements, there is no doubt that the pen he die- 
tates would have magnified the most trifling disas* 
ters into shapes of misery and destruction. The 
only remark we find concerning the events of this 
memorable retreat, is as follows : 
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' ** Ten days after the opeDing of the campaign, 
our advanced posts are upon the banks of the Dwi* 
na ! Almost all Lithuania, a country containing four 
millions of inhabitants, is conquered ! The move- 
ments of the army commenced on the Vistula. 
The projects of the Emperor were then revealed ; 
and there was not aq instant to be lost in putting 
them into execution. The Russians were engaged 
in concentrating their force at Drissa. They an^ 
iiounced a determination there to await our ap- 
proach, and give us battle. They now talk of 
£ghting, after having abandoned, without a stroke, 
their Polish possessions! Perhaps they adopted 
that peaceable mode of evacuation, as an act of 
justice by way of inaking some restitution to a 
country which Ihey had acquired neither by treaty, 
nor by the right of conquest." 

If it were possible that Napoleon could really 
imagine that " to make restitution" was the motive 
of this retreat of the Russians, we might be led to 
conceive (on reviewing the ground they passed over,) 
what would be his marks of restitution, were he in- 
duced in a fit of remorse, to vacate any of the 
countries which he now possesses " neither by 
treaty, nor by the right of conquest !" It was Alex- 
ander's wise policy to leave a desart in the path 
of the French leader. It was no wanton exercise 
of power, no exultation in human miseries, which 
made him lay waste the country from the Vistula 
to the banks of the Dwina ; but to compel na- 
ture to be his auxiliary against the most subtle and 
ruthless invader that ever trampled upon her rights. 
In extraordinary cases, extraordinary means most 
be resorted to : and where the properties, lives, lib- 
erties, and consciences of men are at stake, the pur* 
^^base is comparatively small which surrenders the 
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Atui actd puts the second to hazard, to secure, in 
the remainder, all that is most valuable to the true 
character of ixi^an. Alexander and his brave peo^ 
pie have acted upon this principle ; and the grand 
result has claimed the admiration and the gratitude 
of unfettered Europe. 

The first army having successfully gained the 
entrenchments at Drissdy the Commander-in-chief 
hoped that Bragation, though not able to reach 
that point, might gain Yitepsk ; and by that means 
come in upon his left. In this expectation the 
inain army remained in its guarded position ; in- 
tending not to offer battle until supported by its 
isecond army. 

The enemy's column under the command of 
Marshal Oudinot, having reached the neighbour- 
hood of Dunaboorg, on the morning of the 18th, 
vigorously attacked the head of the bridge, where 
the Russians had constructed som^ works. Ma« 
jor-General Oulanoff received the charge with great 
presence of mind, and drove them back with a 
rapidity which occasioned them no small surprise* 
However, they renewed the affair next day ; and 
again were repulsed, and so decisively that their 
commander found it expedient to move off bis 
tight towards Drouya, whilst the cavalry under 
Murat took possession of Dissna* 

Count Vigtenstein (whose present military repu- 
tation was then presaged by the hopes of the peo- 
ple,) observing that the French posts on the oppo- 
site shore were negligently guarded, ordered Ma- 
jor-General Koulneff, with the regiment of Grod- 
no, and a few squadrons of Coseacs, to pass the 
river. A flying bridge was instantly constructed ; 
and before the enemy were aware, the Russian 
force had not only gained the left bank of the Dwi- 
aa, but had fallen upon them ; and in a very short 
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tune drove them several wersts beyond their posts ; 
leaving six hundred of their killed on the ground^ 
and taking many prisoners. The French General 
of brigade, Saint Genies (who was wounded,) with 
numerous officers and two hundred men, wer^ 
among the latter. 

Sebastiani commanded in chief during this un- 
expected encounter, which happened a rimpromste^ 
undoubtedly, as (he words of the French bulletin 
express it. And so far it speaks true ; but to pal- 
liate the effects of this unmilitary carelesness on 
the part of the French General, he represents 
Koulneff's force to amount to eighteen thousand 
men, a number beyond the power of the roost ex^ 
pert calculator to extract from a single regiment 
of hussars, and a few squadrons of Cossacs. But 
accuracy is not a quality much prized in the school 
of Napoleon. 

The enemy Ending that no impression could be 
made on the right of the first army, and that the 
works it occupied on the opposite bank were too 
formidable to be attempted, determined to push 
forward to Vitepsk, to which point the corps of 
Beauharnbis, Davoust, and Mortier, were already 
approaching. 

^ To keep pace with these movements, the left 
''"rflank of (he Russians made a rapid advance to- 
wards Polotzk. And as there, now remained no 
probability of an immediate re-union with Prince 
Bragation's troops, the Comtnander-in-chief de^ 
termined to retire to Smolenzk ; where, he hoped, 
no doubt could be entertained, that the first and 
second armies would reach head-quarters about 
the same time. This happy junction would enable 
him to await with sufficient confidence the event of 
battle. 
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It lias before been remarked that when hostilities 
commenced on the banks of the Vistula, the total 
effective force of the Russians did not amount to 
more than two hundred and forty thousand men ; 
whilst that of the French allied armies counted full 
lour hundred thousand. Besides which, the activi* 
ty of Napoleon was making vast preparations for 
yet further augmentations under the Generals 
Augereau and Victor, 

The Emperor Alexander, finding the great su- 
periority of his adversary's numbers, and being 
aware Aat thip fate of Europe depended on the 
success of till Northern War, determined on breast- 
ing the occasion with his whole strength. For this 
purpose, he turned himself to call forth the ener- 
gies of his people ; and make every exertion in his 
own power, to provide instant reinforcements for 
the army. He foresaw that even the wished-for 
junction of his first and second armies, could not, 
though crowned with victory in the expected great 
battle, present a force at all equal to follow tQ 
advantage the glory of the day. He now stood ^^*^ 
forth single-handed, against the united powers of 
the continent;^ and those commanded by a man' 
hitherto deemed invincible. This was not a conr 
test, whose reward might be a brilliant action, 
and its termination a compromising treaty. Its 
victories must lead to the annihilation of the ene- 
my ; its end must be the liberty and peace of Eu- 
rope. Such was the great commission which the 
Emperor of Russia felt he was delegated to fulfil ; 
and with the eloquence of a soul inspired with its 
cause, he thus addresses. his people. 
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fie first speaks to his subjects of Moscow, dn^ 
then to the nation at large. * 

"TO OtJR ANCIENT CITY AND METROPOLIS O*- MOSCOW f 

•*Tlie enemy, with unparlleled perfidy, and a? 
force equal to his boundless ambition, has entered 
the frontiers of Russia. His design is the ruin of 
our country. The Russian armies burn with im- 
patience to throw themselves upon his battalions, 
and' chastise, * at the expense of their lives, this 
treacherous invasion. But our paternal tenderness 
for our faithful subjects, will not allow of so despe- 
rate a sacrifice. We will not suffer our brave sol-^ 
diers to bteed on the altars of this Moloch. We 
must meet him in the field, man to man, in equal 
combat ; he for bis ambition, we far ©ur country ! 

** Fully iiifornired of the malignant ^tentions of 
our eaemv/ and of the ample means with which he 
has provided himself to execute those intentions, 
we do not hesitate* to declare to our people the 
danger in which the Empire is placed ; and to call 
upon them to disappoint, by their patriotic exer- 
tions, the advantages which the invader now 
hopes to gain by our present inferiority of num-» 
bers. 

" NecesSiity commands that we should assemble 
a new force, in the interior, to support that which 
is i*ow face to face with the enemy, and determin- 
ed to perish or remain a barrier between him and 
the liberties of their country. To coHect this new 
army,' we address ourself to the ancient capital of 
our ancestors, to the city of Moscmv* She has al- 
ways been the sovereign city of all the Bussias ; 
and the first, in every case of public danger, to send 
forth from her arms her darling sons, to defend the 
honour of the Empire. As the blood invariably 
jaishes to the hero's heart, there to summon every 
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>euei^ to the detemiined soul ; so do the children 
of our couotry rush towards her from each sur- 
rounding province, seeking in her boaoin the prin^i 
ciple of that defence which must now shield the 
babe at its mother's breast, and guard from sacrilege 
the tombs of our fathers. 

" The very existence of our name in the map of 
nations is menaced. The enemy denounces DE- 
STRUCTION TO RUSSIA ! 

The security of our Holy Church the safety of 
the throne of the Tzars, the independence of the 
ancient Muscovite Empire, all call aloud, that the 
object of this appeal may be received by our loyal 
subjects as a sacred xlecree I 

" We hasten to present ourself amidst our faith- 
ful people of Moscow; and from that centre will 
visit other parts <^f our JSmpire, to couosel and to 
direct the armaments. 

** May the hearts of our nobles, and those of all 
the other orders of the state, breath forth the spirit 
of this Holy War, which is blessed by God, and 
fought under the banners of His Christian Church I 
May the filial ardour spread itself from Moscow to 
the extremities of our dominions ! And a force 
will then assemble around their Monarch, that 
may defy the thousand legions of our treacherous 
invader. The iHs which he has prepared for us, 
will then M\ on hjs own head ; and Europe, de* 
Jivered from vassalage, may thej^ celebrate the 
Name of— RUSSIA. 

(Signed) " Alexande?i.'* 

** Camp at Polotzk, July 6th, 1812, O. S. 
JulylStb, lS1i,N.S.'* 

The second address is^ 
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*' TO THE NATION AT LARGE ! 

** The enemy has passed our froDtiers and car* 
ties his arms into the interior of Russia. If per* 
fidy cannot destroy an empire which has existed 
with increasing dignity for so many ages, he has 
determined to assail it by force ; and to storm the 
dominion of the Tzars with the collected powers 
of continental Europe^ 

*' With treason in his heart and fidelity on his 
lips, he courts the credulous ear, and binds the 
hands in chains : and when the virtue of the cap** 
tve discovers the fetter under the wreath, then the 
spirit of bondage makes itself manifest, and sum* 
mons war to rivet the spells of treachery ! But 
Russia penetrates the wiles. The way of truth 
is open before her : she has invoked the protection 
of God. She opposes to the machinations of her 
enemy an army vehement in courage ; and eager to 
drive from her territory a race of locusts that bur-^ 
then the earth ; and whom that earth would reject 
from finding graves in her outraged bosom. 

^' We call for armies sufficient to annihilate this 
enemy. Our soldiers now in arms, are bold as 
lions rushing on their prey ; but we disguise not 
from our loyal subjects, that the dauntless courage" 
of our warriors requires to be supported by an in- 
terior line of troops. The means ought to be pro- 
portioned to the end ; and the end before us is to 
overwhelm the tyrant, who would overwhelm alt 
the world. 

" We have called upon our ancient city of Mos- 
cow, the first metropolis in our empire, to take the 
lead, as she is wont to do, in bringing forth her 
sons to the Imperial aid. We next csdl upon ah, 
our subjects, in Europe and Asia, to assemble 
themselves together in the cause of Mankind ! 
We call upon all our communities. Civil and Eccle- 
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mastical, to co-operate with us in one general levy 
against the universal tyrant! 

" Wherever, in this empire, he may advance hia 
idvading foot, we are assured he will meet native 
subjects to rise upon his treachery ; to disdain his 
flattery and his falsehoods ; and, with the indigo 
nation of. insulted virtue, trample upon his gold ; 
and palsy, by the touch of true honour hi^ enslaved 
legions. In each Russian nobleman he will find a 
Pojarskoi (i*), in each ecclesiastic a PaUt^in (2)^ 
and in each peasant a Minin (3)1 

^ " Nobles! you were, in every age, the defenders 
of your country ! Holy Synod f and you, the 
members of our Church ! iiave at all periods, by 
your intercessions, called down upon our empire 
the divine protection I Russian people ! intrepid 
posterity of the Sclavonians ! it is not the first time 
that you have torn the teeth from the heads of the 
lions who have rushed upon you as prey, and 
met in the grasp th^ir own destruction ! — Unite I 
carry the cross in your hearts, and th^ iron in your* 
hands; and no huma^ force can prevail against 
youf 

^^ The organization of the new forces we dele- 
gate to the nobility of each province : and the care 
of assembling the brave patriots who present them- 
selves for their country's defence, we leave to the 
gentlemen ; amongst whom their officers may be 
chosen. The aggregate numbers must be sent to 
Moscow, where the whol^ Mrill be duly marshall- 
ed. 

(Signed) *^ Alexander." 

• Given at oar camp at Polotzk, July 6tb, 1812, O. S. 

JuljlSlb, 1812, KS;^ 

* l^otes 19 tbcae mailu will b^ foivid at the end of tbe Yolum^. 
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The effect of these manifestoes, was that of elec- 
tricity. The animating fire seemed to shoot at 
once through the veins of the whple empire ; and 
with one according spirit every separate goverh* 
ment vied with each other, which should be the 
most prompt in sending out its most effective meo 
to serve the general cause. Cities poured forth 
the choice of their youth, and villages swarmed 
with sturdy peasants arming for the imperial le*- 
gions. In these levies it was not necessary to com- 
pel or to persuade. The impulse was in every 
Hussian heart : his country's danger sounded the 
charge, and needed no other trumpet to plant him 
in the front of its array. 

Besides those who entered themselves to serve 
in the armies ; many individuals evinced thjt'ir zeal 
by large donations, both in money and in diamonds, 
towards providing for the necessities of the war« 
Others raised whole regiments at their own private 
expense, arming, clothing, ai)d mounting them. 
Several of the raiments contained one thousand 
two hundred men in each ; and some of them were 
respectively commanded by the noblemen who had 
given them to their country. As one instance, 
we find in tiie St. Pejtersburgh Gazette of thi9 
time, > 

" Count Soltikoff, a captain of the guards, retir- 
ed from the Imperial service ; Count Demetrius 
Momonoff, procureur of the Imperial senate ; De- 
midoff, privy counsellor actud ; and Prince Gaga^ 
rin, are desirous, from love to their country, to con- 
tribute in a particular manner to the nation9-l ar- 
maments. They demand of his Imperial Majesty 
permission to raise, aim, and support, at their own 
charge, each a regiment. The first gives a regi- 
ment of hussars ; the siecond, a regiment of Co«- 
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^c» ; the third; a r^ment of chasseurs ; and the^ 
fourth, a lament of infantry. 

*' The Emperor highly appreciates these proofs 
of affection towards himself, and love for their 
country T And the offer was accepted. 



Alexander left his army to fulfil his promise to 
the ancient capital of the Empire, of soon appear* 
ing in that venerable seat of his ancestors. The 
inhabitants received him with the joy due to 
his virtues. He proceeded, first to the cathedral 
of the Kremlin, where he returned thanks to hea* 
ven for the protection hitherto granted to his peo- 
ple, and invoked the Almighty aid in the present 
awful hour. He then went to the palace of the 
Tzars. Had it been necessary to animate his heart 
by the spirit of departed ages, there the shades of 
Peter the Great apd the august Katherine would 
have met him, to nerve his imperial arm against 
the base, though formidable power which now con- 
spired, by every means of perfidy and violence, to 
destroy the happiness and being of an Empire 
which they had erected at such expense of anxie- 
ty and labour. But Alexander did not require 
the stimulus of this kind of sensibility. His just 
mind saw the danger of Europe, it felt the peril of 
his own empire ; and, with an uudeviating resolu^ 
tion, to effect the deliverance of the one, and to 
set an example to the other, of a determined hos- 
tility to the usurping ambition of Napoleon, he 
moved straight onward to his object : obtaining a 
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l^wef sufficient to meet, on something like equal 
terms, the invader of his country. 

The day after bis Majesty arrived in Moscow, a 
deputation of nobles waited upon him with a report 
of the force which they voluntarily proposed to 
raise and equip for his imperial armies. They 
brought contributions of money also, and of every 
necessary which they thought possible for troops 
to require. The town and government of Moscow 
alone, engaged to send forth one hundred thousand 
men, armed and clothed, and disciplined as far as 
the short time would allow. The rest of the Rus- 
sian governments according to their respective pop- 
ulation's, hastened to follow the example of the sove- 
reign city ; and all sent out columns of armed pat- 
riots, quite independent of the regular requisitions 
to recruit the armies* Both levies went on with 
equal spirit — for one spirit seemed to animate the 
whole people. Merchants and tradesmen eagerly 
pressed forward with their gold. As one proof 
of which, we need only mention that the citizens 
of Novogorode gave two hundred thousand rubles 
towards the expenses of the war. 

In Russia, religion is a principle which pervades 
the palace and the cottage; elevating the com- 
monest actions of the peasant, and sanctifying the 
solemnities of the state, with a constant reference 
to the Supreme Being. No transaction of any con- 
sequence, no great enterprise, is undertaken with- 
out an invocation to the Almighty Disposer of 
Events : and when success is given, the first im- 
pulse of the favoured person is to go to the church, 
and there utter his pious thanksgivings. The ear- 
liest lessons which a Russian learns, both by pre- 
cept and example, are his duty towards his God 
and his Emperor. And Alexander ha« well shown 
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the loyal Russian that the interest of his Emperor 
and his Country are one. 

Anxious to engage every energy of his subjects 
in a contest which required the whole powers of 
the man to insure the issue ; and convinced of the 
justice of his cause, it was with no vain pretensions 
thathesought the co-operation, of the church, to add 
its holy flame to the patriotic fire now kindled 
amongst his people. The religious principle being 
once introduced into the spirit of patriotism, is as the 
breath of immortal life breathed into its nostrils ; 
and Alexander found he had not only acted ac- 
cording to his own feelings in bringing the influence 
of religion into the war, out had adopted the most 
politic measure, in lightening a train in the minds 
of his people, which would* in a moment set the 
tvhole mass in a blaze. 

The Holy Synod accorded, hand and conscience, 
with the Emperor, and thus nobly seconded his 
ptoclamations : 

** From the hour in which the French nation, be- 
wildered by a demoniac phantom of liberty, over- 
threw the altars of God, and trampled on the 
throne of his anointed, the hand of the Divine 
vengeance has overshadowed that people. It is 
not good to follow the multitude to do evil ; and 
the nations which have pursued the destructive 
steps of France, share in the judgements which be- 
fel her. To the horrors of anarchy succeeded those 
of oppression, one struggle followed that of anoth- 
er, and even peace had not power to give her re- 
pose. 

" The Church and the Empire of Russia, pre- 
served by the goodness of God, as witnesses of his 
glory and mercy, have long been compassionate 
spectators of the miseries plucked by the nations on 
6* 
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their o\m beads, by having deserted the protectioiy 
of the Most High. Aivful is the spectacle ; and 
with devotion do we receive the warning, to 
sti*engthen our confideiice in the Living God, and 
steadfastly to believe and act on the conviction, 
' that where His displeasure falls no powers can avert 
the judgment, and where His favour rests, no 
machinations can prevail against it. 

" Let us then in the hour of danger, array our- 
selves in the panoply of a holy courage ! and, Rus- 
sians ! that hour is come ! 

** An enemy, ambitious and insatiable, violating 
every sacred oath, and every bond of honour, forced 
himself into the bosom of your country. Despis- 
ing the holy altars, while uttering the envenomed 
language of hypocrisy ; breathing words of tender 
humanity, while liis deeds are those of cruelty 
and murder ; approaching countries with the blan- 
dishments of friendship,^ and entering them with 
fire and sword, famine, pestilence, and death, ia 
his train : such is the tyrant we call upon you to 
9ppose; 

" Dear children of our church and of our coun^- 
try, arm! Defend the faith of your fathers ; and 
in yourselves, preserve from the foot of usurpation 
the unsullied loyalty which was their boast. Give 
freely, and with gratitude to your God and his 
Vicegei«ent, part of what you hold of the empire 
and of heaven. Spare not your existence in this 
life, in the defence of the homes of your children^ 
and of the churchy whose charge is your eternal 
home, and your everlasting peace ! 

" Recall to memory the times of your daipriBCss 
ancestors, who, in the name of God and his Divine 
Son> exposed themselves to every assault of infi- 
delity in arms ; and with the weapons of faith and 
of courage, fought and conquered. Recall to mind 



Digitized by 



Google 



43 

<he flays of Judea ! For all that was written afore- 
tioie, was written for our example. It is a beacoa 
to our eyes ! 

" We call upon you, ye of the higher ranks of the 
state, who have both the power and the right to 
claim the attention of -your fellow subjects* We 
call upon you to take the lead in the path of hon- 
our! The eyes of the people are fixed upon you, 
Jand wUl follow your footsteps. May the God of 
Justice animate in you a new race of Joshuas, to 
^o forth and overcome this second Amelek ! May 
anqther race of Judges, like unto them who saved 
Judea ; and a succession of Maccabees, who hum- 
bled the confederacies against Israel, arise amongst 
your people to overwhelm the present enemy of 
mankind ! 

" Above all, we sound the trumpet unto you, ye 
Ministers of the Holy Altar. By the example of 
M6ses, who, on the day of battle with Amelek, 
withdrew not his hands stretched forth unto the 
Lord ; clasp yours in ardent;, prayer, until the arms 
of the adversary hav^ lost their strength, and cry 
aloiid unto the victors for mercy and for peace. 

" Inspire our warriors with a firm hope in the 
God of armies. Fortify, by the words of truth, 
men of feebler minds, whom ignqrance exposes to 
the artifice of imposture. Instruct every order 
both by precept and action, to respect, above all 
things, their faith and their country. And should 
one of the sons of the priesthood, who may not 
have yet been consecrated to the sanctuary, bum 
with zeal to grasp the sword of patriotism, do ye 
Mess him in the "name of the church, and let him 
lollow the filial impulse. 

" Soldiers ! while we thus call you to the field of 
war, we exhort, we supplicate you never to forget 
that it is also the field of justice. Abstain from all 
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actions unworthy yonr great cause* Abhor wetf 
disorder or license that would bring down on youir 
heads the \^ rath of a Being who is not more th^ 
God of Retribution, than the God of Mercy. We 
recommend to you the love of your neighbour, and 
the love of concord. And by such proof of virtiie, 
you will fulfil the vows and the hopes of the 
ANOINTED of the Lord, the JUST ALEXAN- 
DER ! 

*' Convinced of the anti-christian intentions of 
the enemy, the Holy Church will uncea^^ingly in- 
voke the Lord of our strength to crown with the 
blessings of his peace, the heads of our victorious 
warriors ; and that he will graciously accord to the 
heroes who fall in the defence of their country, an 
imperishable reward of happiness in the Eternal 
World ! 

" FROM GOD FLOWS ALL GLORY AND 
ALL GOOD! 

" May these holy words be to the future, wh^t 
they have been to the past — ^The strength and thtp 
war-cry of Russia !" 

By this sublime appeal to the noblest principle in 
man, the war, in fact became a religious war ; 9, 
crusade in which the redemption of all that is dear 
to the patriot, and to the christian, (who regards 
all mankind as brethren,) was involved. They 
fought, not for the Holy Land, but for the Liber- 
ties and ^consciences of men, a ground much more 
sanctified than Sinai or Sion ; for man alone is the 
temple made by God for his own image to dwell in ! 
Man in liberty ; man acknowledging no superior 
bpt the laws of heaven, and the laws of human 
wisdom delegated by heaven. The yoke of a ty- 
rant, is the yoke of baseness, and of crime ; for 
the Blave of a tyrant has no will but that of his 
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lord. . And how the will of a l^rant dictates, we 
have only to re^d the annals of Fren^ch usurpations 
within these fifteen years ; of Frendi devastations j 
of French assieissinations. The shades of D^£n^ 
ghien, of Palm, of the murdered citizensi of Mos- 
cow, and of many other countries over which Na- 
poleon had no lawful controul, hut whe^e he has 
shed innocent blood, riise up to sanctify the steel 
that is raised against him. 

Immediately on the promulgation of the address 
of the holy synod to the people of Moscow, the 
sons of the clergy offered themselves to bear arms 
in the war. This was an event unprecedented in 
the histx>ry of Russia. They felt that the call was! 
no common one ; they felt, as the soqs of Levi, 
that the ark of their laith was in danger ; and , 
while their fathers knelt in the sanctuary, tliey 
grasped the sword of Gideon and of David. 

Such a general and extraordinary spirit of oppo- 
sition, never came within the calculation of Napo- 
leon. He must be a patriot himself, to compre-r 
hend the extent of the sacrifices which a patriot 
will make for the good of his country. Ambition 
leads a man to the brink of a precipice ; but pat- 
riotism stops not there ; he, if need be> will leap' 
the gulph : and there guardian angels meet him. 
Nothing, on this earth, is too mighty for determined 
virtue to achieve. Napoleon has shown the wide 
^ grasp of ambition. Alexander unfolds to man- 
kind, how far beyond it philanthropy may stretch 
its arms. 

Napoleon, when he entered Russia, pictured to 
himself, (or others did so for him, whose knowledge 
of the Russian nation ought to have been better,) 
that the peasantry were impatient to shake off the 
power of their lords ; and to abjure the controul of 
the priesthood over their consciences. Whether 
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tbe sway of their lords have been tyrannic, dr the 
influence of the priests extended to superstition^ 
the reception which these supposed slaves gave to 
the flattering seductions of the French, has made 
manifest In vain did the dictator of kingdoms 
look for traitors amongst the descendants of a peo- 
ple whom neither the arms of the Macedonian Al- 
exander, nor. the Caesars, of Rome, could make 
bend to their eagles ! Thousands flew to the re- 
spective standards of their goveroments : and eve^ 
ry town and every village, resounded with impre- 
cations against the invaders ; and expressions of 
unshaken fidelity to their church, tbeir Emperor, 
and their lords. 

Moscow honoured the confidence which the state 
had placed in her zeal, and set a glorious example 
to the rest of the Empire, by raising, in the course 
of a few days some thousands of men, armed and 
clothed for the armies. The roads in all directions 
from the numerous Russian governments, were 
covered with patriots fully accoutred, according to 
the manner of their country. These brave people 
were neither dressed nor anned ia the usual Euro- 
pean style. The regular levies, being now so im- 
mense, it was found impossible to furnish a suffi- 
cient number of muskets for these volunteers. Con- 
sequently each nobleman was obliged to arm his 
people with a more simple weapon ; and the pike 
was chosen as the most efficient of the kind. Their 
uniform was a grey caftan, made in the national 
fashion, widi loose trowsers of the same, and a 
cap of a similar colour and taste. On the front of 
the cap was a brazen cross, surmounting an imperial 
crown over the letter A. They wore a crim- 
son sash round tbeif waists, in which was stuck a 
hatchet ; a weapon which is so constantly seen 
with every Russian peasant that it seems a part of 
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tbemsetves ; and they use it with a dexterity and! 

Sower that, in description, would appear incredi- 
le. 
I am thus particular in describing the peculiar 
habits of these people, because I wish to give an 
exact picture of a race to whom Russia and Eu- 
rope owe so much. Like the militia of Great Bri- 
tain, which is its grand reserve of military strength;^ 
these Russian volunteers may be considered to 
have been the exbaustless resource of the regular 
Imperial troops. Reinforcements from their body/ 
constantly supplied the casual deficiencies of the 
main army. It was they who at Polotzk, Smo- 
lensk, and Borodino, stood, as if thVy had been 
legions of iron, not to be penetrated ; and when 
the veterans fell, they, like the teeth of Jason'a 
dragon, presented themselves a renovated band of 
heroes not to be subdued. 

The whole empire seemed to rise at once ; and, 
with one animating sentiment, turned its gigantic 
force against the enemy. The brave Sovereign of 
these brave people, had already pledged himself 
" never to sheathe his sword, 'while one of the foe 
remained within the limits of the empire !" and 
his subjects, from the prince to the peasant, came 
nobly forward with their arras and their fortunes^ 
to seal, if need be, the glorious resolution with 
their blood. 



ttaitB 



While these vast preparations were in progressi 
the first and second armies continued daily to ap- 
proach each other. Barclay de Tolly's force broke 
up from the entrenched camp on the 19th of July ; 
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and, after rapid marches through Polotzk and Vi- 
tepsk, (there passing the Dwina) he took a position 
in front of the latter city. 

This was effected on the 24th of the month, 
leaving Count Vigtehstein, with an independent com* 
mand, (who had previously been reinforced by 
some battalions from the reserve) to occupy the 
groutid between Sebeche and Drissa, in order to 
cover the city of Pskoff, which leads directly to 
^t. Petersbui^h, and to keep in check the divi- 
sions of Oudinot and Macdonald. 

Barclay de Tolly was well assured that the ene- 
my would not lose an instant in pushing on to 
Smolenzk, that he' might effectually destroy any 
hopes of Prince Bra^tion coming up with the 
main army. Indeed great doubt prevailed of this 
momentous junction taking place without yet many 
preventions, as no intelligence had been received 
from that General for a considerable time. Under 
such uncertainty it became the duty of the Com- 
mander-in-chief to act with peculiar caution and 
promptitude. His determinations in this state of 
affairs, were founded on his confidence in the mili- 
tary abilities of Bragation ; which, he hoped, would 
at last conquer the difficulties of a forced march, 
over so vast a tract of country, infested by an ac- 
tive and formidable enemy. To impede the alrea- 
dy so rapid advance of that enemy, and give more 
time for the brave Prince to effect the re-union, 
the only thing that could now be done, was to 
make immediate demonstrations for a general 
battle. 

In order to decide advantageously upon the 
movements towards this point, reconnoiterieg par- 
ties were dispatched on all sides ; and one of them 
discovered patroles of the enemy, on the road 
leading to Beschenkovitch. No time was lost in 
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sendiog Count Osterbiftfi .Tobto]^ with the troops 
under bis command, tcfedvtece in that direction. 
General Dochtoroff had previously been left on the 
right bank of the Dwina, to observe the French on 
the opposite shore ; and with orders, should he per* 
ceive their troops preparing to go forward, to re- 
tard them by every means in his power, while he 
must maintain a situation that would ensure his re- 
turn to the main army at Yitepsk, whenever the re* 
union might be deemed necessary. 

Count Osterman commenced his march by day- 
break on the 25th of July. His advance was 
formed of several squadrons of the imperial hussars 
of the guards. Having passed Ostrovna, at the 
distance of three wersts from that town, they fell in 
with a strong body of the enemy, consisting totally 
of cavalry. They attacked it with vigour, and werq 
met by a resistance proportionate to the magnitude 
of its force. However, the resolution and ea^^er 
valour of the Russians prevailed, and the French^ 
giving ground, retired with precipitation. 

The error, which has so often been committed 
and deplored by victorious armies, of following up 
without caution the hour of success, was ^ow ex- 
hibited in the impetuosity of the Russians^ v/ho^ 
pursuing the flying enemy with a headlong ardour, 
came suddenly upon a formidable mass of the ene- 
my's cavalry ; and they attacking in their turn, and 
at a great advantage, the now detached corps of the 
triumphant Russians, drove them back, with loss, 
quite to the head of their own infentry. 

This affair impeded the advance of Osterman, 
who halted to take a position that might check the 
consequences of this minor defeat. 

Beauharnois pressed forward to improve the ad- 
vantage gained, and before dawn rr^xt morning, the 
Russian piquets were driven in. The French fol- 
7* 
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loired up their «ucces9, by advancing io tliree 
heavy columns, covered bjttiiniense bodies of cav- 
alry ted on by Mnrat. 

The right of die Russian troops was posted up* 
en the Dwina. Their centre crossed the great road' 
leading to Vitepsk ; and their left was covered by 
3 wood in which were stationed a considerable 
quantity of artillery and infantry. 

The right of the enemy, supported by a strong: 
body of dragoons, began the attack on* this part of 
the Russian position, and attempted with unwearied 
perseverance, to get possession of the wood. They 
were frustrated in every effort by the well-directed 
fire of the guns, and tliat of the light troops. The 
other two columns were equally unsuccessfuFonthe 
centre and on the right ; and, after a terrible car- 
nage maintained on both sides, the continued su- 
periority of numbers (constantly renewed) on the 
part of the French, not even shaking the steady 
line of the Russians ; the former, at last relinquish- 
ed a contest which had been sustained so determi- 
nately for many hours, left the Russians in posses- 
sion of the disputed field. The loss on the part of 
the Freuch was from three to four thousand, killed 
and* wounded ; and that of the Russians fell not 
far sliort of the same number. 

Notivithstanding the enemy , having yielded 
ground in this aflair. Count Osterman saw the ad- 
vaofcige of re-uniting himself with the main army. 
But, before he took this step, he detached in front 
Lieutenant General Konovnitzen with a force suffi- 
cient to keep tlie French, a short time at least, at 
their present distance, that the Commaxider-in- 
chief might not lose, by a hasty rencontre, the ad- 
vantage of receiving information, and of adequate- 
ly preparing for a grand conflict with an enemy 
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who* though formidable, had already so sharply esc^ 
perienced the metal of the Russian sword. 

The officer intrusted with this, post of honour, 
maintained it so eflfectually, that, although the 
whole of the day of the 27 th of July was passed in 
repelling frequent and vigorous attacks from the 
French, he yet could not be forced to recede one 
single foot of ground. On the same spot where 
Osterman Tolstoy had stationed them, there did 
Konovnitzen and his brave little band remain, a 
breast-work of the most impregnable fabric, be- 
tween the main army and its enemies, until the 
summons of the Commander-in-chief called them 
off during the night, to fall in with the grand line 
he was forming to meet, what he now deemed 
inevitable, a general battle. The corps of Gene- 
ral Dochtoroff also returned according to orders, 
but not until he had defeated a detachment of the 
enemy which had crossed the Dwina, killing the 
aide-de-camp of Beauharnois, and taking several 
prisoners. 

Whilst every preparation was making to stand 
the event of a great attack from the French, and 
every heart in the Russian army beat with eager- 
ness for the moment to charge, Barclay de Tolly 
received a despatch from Prince Bragation. It in- 
formed his Excellency thattiie Prince, finding Mo*- 
hiloff powerfully occupied by the enemy, had aU 
tared his course, and meant to proceed, by the 
way of Mastisloff, to Smoleozk. General Platoff 
had arrived within two m^ches of this city. 

The d9fect of this intelligence was, to change the 
determination of tlTe Commander-in-chief with re<^ 
gard to giving immediate battle ; and, instead of 
remaining in the environs of Yitepsk, he resolved 
on approaching Smolenzk, and there draw out hus 
line against the enemy. He dispatched a courier 
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to l^ragatioo viOi tibes^ disporitiom, and aftotber 
to Platoff, coinmaDdiDg him to place himself be^ 
fare Smoienzk, in order to cover the march of 
the first army from the probable molestation of Dft* 
voust's division, which must now have nearly reach* 
ed that town. 

The Commander-in-chiers present plan bi^Q 
by forming his army into three colmnns : the second 
and third moving upon Porechia ; the first, coveiv 
ing their march, by bearing upon Leznia and Rood* 
nia. The command pf the troops, which were t6 
protect this general movement, was given to Count 
Palhen ; who, very judiciously, placed liis detach* 
ments along the banks of the Loutchessa, a small 
river in firont of the main army, which occupie4 
the plain before Yitepsk. 

As was expected, the enemy advanced, apd at* 
tacked this covering force ; but Comit Palhen Ifoik 
ed him in all his attempts to pass tiie river* The 
tlussian light artillery did great execution amongst 
their adversaries ; and the Count, directing every 
iBOtion of his troops, seemed to be in every part of 
the ^eld at once. His presence of mind and active 
bravery, gave time to the several divisions o( the 
main bo^ to move forward in perfect security. 
This accomplished, he threw himself into tlie great 
road, by the way of Agaponovchina, where he 
erected so efficient a battery at the entrance%f the 
town, that its fire destroyed, in succession, upwards 
of five entire squadrons of French cavaJry which 
attempted to follow biro. This shower of balls 
beat so heavily in the faces of all who dared to pur* 
tme the dangerous steps of thdr comrades, that the 
chase was abandoned, and the dauntless Palhen 
completed the remainder of his march without tha 
siouiid of a bullet. 
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. The OovmiBoder-in^cliieC on the anrival of the 
diree co)umD8 at their desdiied points^ detached 
General Baron Vi«zingorode» with a strong body, 
to Welidie, and gave orders for General Krosnoff^ 
to retire from ' Poredua, apd concentrate his force 
near Rondnia. 

Having thus seonred his right flank, the main of 
the army ndvanced towards the village called Yo- 
lokva^ resting its right on the lake Kasplen, while 
its front was protected by the small river Yodra, 
Its left extended to Novosehzi. In this position 
4he whole virere to remain until the second army 
should form its junction. 

From the reports of Ba^on Yinzingorode, the 
Commsaider-in-chief was informed that the great 
force of the French had entered Yitepsk, where 
they were making dispositions for a stay of some 
time, only sending ouX strong detachments of caval* 
ry to forage and terrify the inhabitants of the ad«c 
jacent country fronpi Yeliche and Nevel, and on the 
road to Rondnia. 

it 0OW became evident that, even so early as 
fliis. Napoleon found the demands of the c^mpsugn, 
both with regard to resources and animal strength, 
beyond the expectations and the power of his men. 
Althoiigfa his bulletins vaunt of the numerous maga^ 
zines which fell into his possession during this ra- 
pid march, the situation of his troops could not 
but contradict these assertions. Th^r privations 
and consequent exhaustion, compelled that truth 
to appear in &ct, which he denied m language ; 
and we find this army, whose unfailing spirits, un* 
abated vigour, and repletion in every necessary, 
were so laigely the theme of his boast, reduced to 
the alternative of sacrificing, to rest, a part of that 
time so essential to the final success of the inva^ 
sion. 
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The harassed troops halted ten days ; and, that 
the delay might not excite doubts in France of their 
health and triumphant hopes, their leader repte- 
senthi in his reports, not that his men needed reno- 
vation from wants and extraordinary fatigues, but 
that tJie heat of the season made a temporary retire^ 
me7U into quarters necessary ! This excuse to cover 
the hardships into which his ambition had led the 
army of infatuated France, and the best troops of 
so many abused countries, seems almost too flimsy 
for the blindest partiality not to penetrate. Who 
could be made to believe seriously that a halt of 
nearly a fortnight was indispensible to preserve 
from the excessive heat of a northern summer, a 
soldiery who, not only were in full possession of 
unfailing spirits^ unabated vigour^ and every neces- 
sary^ but who must have previously been inured to 
excessive heat^ under the almost unceasing burning 
suns of southern climates ? 

During this halt of the enemy, and while Barclay 
de Tolly was awaiting the arrival of Bragation, the 
corps of Vigtenstein actively employed themselves 
in the neighbourhood of Polotzk. That general, 
having been assured by a courier from • the Com- 
mander-in-chief of the certain prospect of the first 
and second army s re-union, in order to keep the 
attention of the enemy as much as possible from 
the point of this anticipated junction, continued to 
harass their troops in every direction. He had 
never left his position near Drissa, and from that 
advantageous ground made considerable impres- 
sion on the enemy, taking many prisoners, and forc- 
ing Napoleon to send reinforcements to his troops 
in that quarter. 

Macdonald still kept in the vicinity of Dina- 
burg, where he was narrowly watched by a detach- 
ment from the Russian main army, under Colonpl 
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SediWa. Tliis active officer gave information to 
the Commander-in-chief that the French General 
had passed the Dwina at Yacobstadt, and after 
leaving a force at Dinaburg, was marching to Lout- 
zen with the hope of joining Oudinot, and by that 
measure cutting off all communication between 
the imperial armies and St. Petersburgh. 

Vigtensteiu was detached to prevent this danger- 
ous junction. On^the evening of the eleventh of 
August, he fell in with a part of Oudinot's^ cavalry 
near Kochanova ; he drove them back, but found 
them so strongly supported, as to deem it prudent 
to make arrangements for the re-commencement 
of the contest next day. By the account of a pris- 
oner he had taken, he learnt that it was not only 
the intention of Oudinot to cut off the communica- 
tion with St. Petersbqrgh, but to march thither 
and take possession of it in the name of Napoleon, 
while that usurper would proceed in person to 
Moscow, and place himself in the ancient throne of 
the Tzars. 

This plan was so entirely the offspring of Na- 
poleon's own mind ; so completely did it spring, 
armed cap-a-pee, from the head of its projector^ 
that he deemed it no less the decree of fate, than if 
his own brows had been those of Jove, to stamp 
with their awful nod the seal of destiny. NapoleoTi 
jand his Fortunes^ carried a divine power with tlienx 
as victorious as those of Caesar ! at least, so he be- 
lieved ; and planting these fortunes on a system of 
universal falsehood, he doubted not but his arms, 
potent as they were, would not have more agency 
in giving the empire into his hands, than the in- 
trigue and sophistry with which he sought to per- 
suade the people that he came to rescue them from 
obedience to their Emperor and Lords. He told 
tiiem they were slaves^ and he came to make them 
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free ! Sach was the freedom with which the Detil 
in Paradise endowed the human race. The ex- 
change was between the yoke of virtue and that of 
vice. Whether they obey the laws of a sovereign 
eminent for every amiable and heroic quality, or a 
tyrant who knows no law, human or divine, but his 
own capricious and imperious will. The Russian 
race were too clear sighted to hesitate in their choice. 
Their interest, as well as their affection for their 
Emperor, nerved every arm, and with the cry in 
theii' hearts of '' God and the laws of our ances- 
tors !" they prepared to show Napoleon that a 
whole people, unanimous in defence of their birth- 
rights, may be extirpated, but never can be sub- 
dued. 

The military talents of Vigtenstein, as well as 
the determination of his troops, stood too firmly in 
the way of Oudinot, for him to accomplish the St 
Petersburghpartofhis masters design. His advanc* 
ed corps being driven in by the Russians on the ele- 
venth, he had the mortification of seeing their Gene- 
ral augment his numbers by dravnng troops from 
Osvia, and then proceed in a formidable position 
from Kochanova, defeating in his path every ene- 
my which dared oppose his progress. Thus en- 
forcing respect to the Russian arms, he moved on 
to Valensouti, which town he strengthened with a 
competent detachment of men. 

Oudinot, finding he could make no impression on 
the Osvia road, ordered his army to concentrate 
itself near Polotzk, and form an union with some 
new troops of Wirtemburghers and Bavarians, 
which had just arrived under the command of Gou- 
vion St Cyr. When thus reinforced he determin- 
ed to again press on towards his grand object, and 
do it by the way of Kliastitzy and Sebeche. His 
resolution strengthened with his augmented forpes, 
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and sangoine of the event, lie commenced the 
movements which he hoped woald certainly lead 
him to the ^tes of St. PeterHburgfa. 

Vigtenstein, whose penetrating mind seemed mas* 
ter of ^n the enemy's counsels, was aware of Ou» 
dinof s designs, and made dispositions against them 
almost as soon as they were conceived. He lost 
Do time in moving towards Yacobova, to which 
place the enemy had advanced, and where he found 
them so well apprised of his motions as to be drawn 
up in line of battle. The Russians were in no way 
dismayed at this formidable front, or at its support-^ 
ing back-ground, a heavy battery; but imi)elled by 
that resistless courage which, like the lightning, 
pierces the most compact bodies, they rushed up- 
on the enemy, bore down the whole of his left, and 
then pressing with equal vehemence upon the cen* 
tre, after a. resistance on its part of more than six 
hours, compelled it to give way under the unremit- 
ted storm, of their valour ; and, sheltered by the 
<)arkness which had closed upon the combatants, 
the discomfited French fell back towards Klias- 
titzy. 

Vigtenstein remembered well the pledge of his 
Bmperor, ^' not to sheathe his sword while one of the 
enemy remained within the limits of the Russian 
empire!'' and in the same spirit, he followed up the 
success of his first encounter with Oudinot Next 
day he attacked him a^ain. The French General 
had made good dispositions of his troops during 
-the few hours of night, and received the assault 
with firmness. He had chosen his ground well ; 
and obstinately, though with great loss, maintain- 
ed the fight till midnight. It was not until the 
third day, that Vigtenstein entirely overthrew his 
resolute enemy, and in that act covered himself 
and his soldiers with immortal glory. The greater 
8* 
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part of the ar my.of Oudinot was naw destroyed, &nd 
the remnant was flying in blood and confasion 
towards the French lines under the walls of Po- 
lotzk. 

In his report Count Vigtenstein speaks of the af- 
fair in these terms : 

" During the three days of attack, the coips I 
have the honour to command performed prodigies 
of valour. Their resolution was not to be shaken, 
and their ardour, like a devouring flame, consumed 
all before them. The particular acts of their daunt- 
less and persevering heroism I can neither describe 
nor sufficiently praise. The artillery and the bayonet 
were equally the instruments of their zeal ; for 
where the one fell short of the mark, the other was 
pushed forward with a resolution that overthrew 
whole ranks of the enemy. Even the most solid 
columns of the infantry, and batteries of cannon, 
were compelled to give way to the intrepid motions 
of our troops." 

Indeed it appeared as if they knew no other 
movement, when an enemy was in their path, but 
to go forward, and make a passage for themselves 
through the hearts of the hostile ranks. 

The whole country, from Yacobova to Biala, 
was strewn with the bodies of the vanquished, to 
the number of five thousand ; and upwaras of three 
thousand prisoners were taken in the field, besides 
stragglers })rought in from having taken refiige in* 
the woods. Two pieces of artillery, and the whole 
of the waggons of ammunition, also became the 
the spoil of the Russians. 

Their loss did not amount to more than two thou- 
saud men^ and the only officer of note that felt; 
was General Kovilneff. 
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flaviDg so far crippled <me member of their giant 
enemy, Vigtenstein was making dispositions to at- 
tack another in the person of Macdonald ; but, 
learning that that general had assumed a retrograde 
motion, he preferred keeping in front of the French 
lines at Polotzk, (which still held an advancing po- 
sition) to Jfollowing :tbe steps x>f an enemy on his 
retreat. 

While the campaign in this quartei* was pro- 
secuted with so much vigour, General Essen re- * 
mained in his camp in the neighbourhood of Kiga. 
It might be called a post of observation only, for 
nothing more was done there, as the lassitude of* 
the Prussian auxiliaries gave no higher, tone to the 
contest 



Prince Bragation continued to pursue hi^ 
perilous march with an indefatigable spirit that sup- 
ported the courage of his men throiigh every hard- 
ship, and taught them by his example, that the 
least part ot a soldier's Bravery is that which is 
evinced in the field of battle. The proof of a 
thorough soldier, the true military hero, is found 
in the toilsome and lengthened march, the ceaseless 
midnight watch, the endurance of cold and heat^ 
the privation of food and rest ; and all to be borne, 
not only without a murmur, but with a soul resolv- 
ed to suffer — to proceed — ^to conquer — or to die ! 

With such a resolution, Bragation and his brave 
troops pressed on, crossing the river Berezina at 
Bobrousk ; and, proceeding to Novi-Bikoff, kept 
on the right bank of the Dneiper, with the hope of 
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fMchiai; Mohiloff without falling in with tte int* 
my. That point once gained, his junction with the 
first anny might be ^cte^ without any &rthcr 
anxiety. 

G^ieral Reifiiky, who commanded a part of the 
Prince's advanced guard, arrived at Dashkova 
on the 2 1 at, and on the morning of the22dhe 
pushed forward on the road to Mohiloff. Here he 
was surprised by the sudden appearance of an im- 
mense body of French chasseurs, wjio drew them* 
selves np to stop his prc^ess. He halted not a 
moment, he had but one path, and he took it ; he 
charged through them, and dispersing them to the 
right and left, and driving them beyond Novoleski^ 
made a great slaughter, and took upwards of one 
hundred and fifty prisoners. From these men he 
learnt that their discomfited corps was the advance 
of the division of the grand army, given to the com- 
mands of Marshals JDavoust and Mortier, who 
then occupied Mohiloff and its neighbourhood. 

Reifsky dispatched this information to Braga* 
lion. That Prince thought the best measure, nn* 
der these circumstances, would be to open to him« 
self a nearer road to Barclay de Tolly, by attack- 
ing the enemy. Great as the effort must prove to 
bring to immediate battle troops so fatigued as his 
were, yet the dangers of a beset and procrastinat- 
ed march appeared to him so much more formida* 
ble, that he did not hesitate between the opinions, 
«nd decided for the field. 

Accordingly he formed his line into two columns ; 
one he placed on the right, to stretch along the 
great road ; and the other on the left, was to skirt 
a wood, and by crossing a deep ravine, endeavour 
. to come in on the enemy's right, and force him to 
leave open the direct communication with Mohiloff. 
In conformity to these orders, the troops passed 
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NoTolidki, and advanced npon a aoiaU village ait* 
uated on a wet ravine. Here the enemy had post* 
ed himself in great force. 

Acorps of hi8 iniiaintry occupied a bridge that cros- 
sed thb hollow^ and viras supported by a larger de« 
tachmeat, with several pieces of artillery on its 
right and left. At the head of this bridge was a 
large mill, besides other bqildii^pi, which the Frmch 
immediately occupied with a force they deemed 
sufficient to check with their mosquetry, the ap- 
proach of the Russians. 

The Russians advanced, and began the attack* 
It was supported by the French with an impetuous 
fire that made the contest at this juncture very hot 
They pressed in redoabled numbers upon the as« 
sailante, but the head of the Russian column met 
them with a persevering resolution that drove them, 
at the point of the bayonet, back upon the bridge. 
The mill and the adjoining houses were carried, 
and those who had garrison^ them put to tbe sword. 
Twelve pieces of cannon were placed by the order of 
Brag^tion, upon a commanding spot near the mil!^ 
and instantly opening upon the enemy, who at- 
tempted to come to the relief of bis troops, on the 
bridge, made a great slaughter. This capnonade, 
and the active valour of the Russians, which pres- 
sed the enemy in every quarter, at last prevailed, 
and drove him, not only from the bridge, but from 
his post on the opposite bank. 

Marshal Davoust finding himself thus forced, 
and even his cannon seized, feared the effect of this 
day's battle on his master's cause. He saw how 
far the unshaken determination of Bragation had 
brought the second army on its way to join the im« 
perial standard. He felt the power of that Prince's 
arm, when brought to action, and the victory which 
bad now crowned him, filled Pavoust with appre* 
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tension that Uragatioo, (unless stopped by extnor- 
dinary exertious,) would march to the poiot of re* 
union over the dead bodies of every Frenchman ia 
the field. To check an advance so destructive of 
Napoleon's designs, and to frustrate the bopes of a 
Prince whose intrepid steps had ever pressed for- 
ward from victory to victory, he dispatched imme- 
diate orders for an inimense reinforcement to joia 
him from the reserve. 

The Russians aware of their adversary's inten- 
tions, formed themselves under the protection of 
their guns. Tlieir disposition w as good, and their 
resolution stiong ; but tlie career of the enemy's 
cavalry came on ^ith such an. overwhelming force, 
and the infantry advanced in so .consolidated a 
body, th^t they bore along before them the com- 
paratively small corps of the Russians, as the in- 
flux of the sea would contend wijth jand drive hi^ck 
upon its bed the stream o|* a river. 

The Russians tracking theii^ retrograde steps 
with their blood, found them^lyes obliged to re- 
linquish their position and to abandon the guns, 
they had just taken. But they kept the ground 
which had been first disputed, and by a heavy and 
well-directed fire from their artillery, prevented the 
enemy's regaining the head of the bridge. 

Marshal Davoust seeing the impossibility of 
making the impression he. wished while bis adver- 
sary was supported by so efficient a battery, direct- 
ed a column of infantry to pass the ravine higher 
lip to the right, and, by coming in upon Bragation s 
left, seize the artillery at the point of the bayonet. 
While this was transacting^ the Marshal intended . 
tp take the Prince iu his coiusion, and push across, 
the bridge. 

. The French division moved upon the ravine, but, 
unexpectedly to itseiti, fell in with thp forqies which . 
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Bragation had ordered to i^kirt the wood and keep 
the hoHow way. Soon after reaching its opposite 
side, the enemy being thus surprised, was driven 
back with great loss ; but arriving at a very strong 
line of his troops, he there made a stand. The 
conflict now became tremendous on both sides ; the 
Kussians fought with so fearless an intrepidity, that 
one might have thought they deemed 4hemselves 
invuhierable, and the French continued pouring in 
their numbers as if they were infinite. 

The Prince found that his troops on the left were 
possessed of the opposite bank, but seeing the pro- 
bability of their being overpowered, if he should fail 
ih driving back the enemy, he made so vigorous a 
charge, that for one moment the vast body before 
him seemed shook to its centre, but in the next, its 
overwhelming ranks rushed forward, and their wide 
extent fast closing around him, he saw no other re* 
source but to fall back. To this end he called off 
his left column, which was maintaining its ground 
with the most brilliant acts of bravery, and, order- 
ing a retrograde movement along all his lines, drew 
off his artillery, and covered his motions^ with his 
light troops and cavalry. The latter, from the na- 
ture of the ground, during the contest had never 
been brought into action. 

This hard struggle had lasted ten hours. The 
Prince marched in good order to Stary Bickoff, 
there crossing the Dneiper, whilst Platoff advanced 
with all rapidity, to gain the road leading from 
Mohiloff to Mastilow. His object was to prevent 
Davoust from incommoding his left on this route. 

The loss of the Russians on this day was not less 
than three thousand killed and wounded, and that 
of the enemy might be between three or four thou- 
sand^ with abaot five Jiundr^d prisoners who were 
taken early in the contest 
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Bragation now proceeded without molestatioti. 
On the 6th of August he reached the Dneiper at 
Katane, where he pai^sed it, and, taking up a posi* 
tion at Nadva, thus formed the left of the great ar- 
my. In his way, he had left detachments at Kras- 
Qoy, under the command of General Neverofsky, 
to intercept the enemy, in case he should push <m to 
Smoleuzk hy that road. 

Platoff had, some time before, crossed to the 
ri^ht bank of the Bori8theQ^s and joined the cov* 
enng army of Count Palhen on the Lubavitch 
and Inkovo roads. The former, with his usual 
activity, never allowing any occasion to pass of 
annoying the enemy, discovered a French force in 
the vicinity of his new quarters, which he attacked 
and defeated, taking upwards of five hundred pris* 
oners, and leaving dead on the field a number not ]n« 
ferior. It proved to be a party of Murat's corps, 
commanded by General Sebastiani, and stationed 
at Inkovo. The Russian General speaks of this 
affair, in his reports, with little emphasis ; he mere- 
ly notes it as an advantage en train ; but from the 
discomfited enemy's account, we find that it was a 
matter of more consequence ; he acknowledges that 
it forced him to retreat a whole day, and tibat, be« 
sides a loss at once, in prisoners, of half a battal- 
ion, above twelve hundred fell, killed and wound- 
ed, in the field. Platoff's loss did not amount, in 
all to three hundred. 

It had been the first intention of the Command- 
er-in-chie^ Barclay de Tolly, that the first and se« 
cond armies, after their junction, should occupy 
the country on the right hank of the river ; but the 
enemy having moved several of his corps towards 
Teoliuo. and others being in the act of passing the 
river at Dubrovna in their way to Laidy , it became 
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necessary for tbo Russiaos to make jam 0[Qx»8iQjg 
nioy^uieDt. 

Accordingly, the second army was ordered to re- 
pass the Dneiper, which it did op the 10th without 
ajBQinent's delay, at Katane. 

JBragation then leaned his right upon that river> 
Mri^tchii^ across the main road, and occupying 
Bolkovo, Lukerchino, an|d Abrazivo.. He al30 
sent reinforcements to his advance at Krasnoy and 
its neighbourhood. In this position he hoped to re- 
pose his wearied troops for at least a few hours. 
His late march had been long, au^^ious, and harass- 
ing. War had followed, surrounded, and met him: 
tbrough all this he had persisted in his progress, 
and, necessarily fighting his way in many actions 
with the enemy, his troops,. now come to the point 
ofj unction, needed and expected a little time ia 
which to xecruit their exhausted strength. His af- 
»my bad suffered materially in many respects. It 
now amounted to no more than five-and-thirty 
.tbo;q^9aad men ; a great reduction from its num- 
bers at the commencement of the campaign. 

In the first place, a detachment of ciigbt thou- 
sand men, finding their statipn untenable, and the 
impossibility of rejoiniog their main body under Bra^ 

§ation, were forced to attach themselves to the 
ivision of General Tormozoff. To subtract still 
more from the Prince's marching strength, a disaffec- 
ticm prevailed amongst the Poles under his com- 
mand, and at various times and opportunities, more 
than ten thousand of these men deserted the Russian 
atMEidardi^ /Then the loss in killed, .wounded, and 
casuidties, wasby.nomteans^inconsideirable; and, in 
conseciiiwae of all . these qircumatances, notwith- 
4taodinghi$ care, r bis eouiage, and his prudence, 
the Prince could not bring u,p more than half o£ 
hUoiacnal army to the banl^s.of thei Dumper. 
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lliis force, and Barclay de Tolly's together, did 
not present an army of more than one hundred and 
thirty thousand men to oppose the countless le- 
gions of the French now in their front and who 
were headed by Napoleon himself. The French 
leader had refreshed his troops by a long rest, and 
exulting in their vast superiority of numbers, and 
the promises of his own ambition, he semed pre- 
paring for an immediate victory. 

His head-quarters were still at Vitepsk, wherfe 
was also planted a very strong reserve. The other 
'divisions occupied the following places : 

On his left was Beauhamois, stationed at Sou- 
rache. His advance was at Vetiche, Poryatchi and 
Osveath. 

Marsha? Ney waij at LeuzAa. 

Murat's cofps of cavafry, light artillery, fed. 
were in advance at Nicolino, Rudnia, and Ibkovo. 

Dfivoust and Moftier were on the left bank of 
the Dneipei", at Dubrova!. 

PVince Poniatofeky had orders to move from hiis 
post at MohilofT, and remain at Romanoff to 
strebgthen Davoust. 

Thus stood the t^o opposing armies on the ele- 
venth of August. 



f>uRiNG these respective movements, tfae Empe- 
ror Alexander's attention vms engaged in providit^ 
reinforcements from his otvn empire to support itB 
armament, and in strengthening its position by trea- 
ties of peace and alHanee. Turkey signed its-deed 
of pacification, notwithstanding the Machiaveliftn 
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fkertioBS of the French to prevent it ; and, in spite 
of every intrigue from the same quarter* the re- 
union with England was proclaimed. 

The happy conclusion of the tedious, but to 
Russia, glorious war with the Ottoman, was re- 
ceived by Alexander at the close of the month of 
July, and the respective bonds of amity were ex- 
changed at Bucherest: The country was not more 
iqdebted for the acceleration of this event, to the 
arms than to the wisdom of General Count l^ou- 
tousoff, the successful commander of the army of 
the Danube. The Emperor shewed the estimation 
in which such services should be held, by confer^ 
ring on him the titie of Pripce of the Russian em- 
pire. This venerable hero, full of age and of glo- 
ry, having so honourably terminated the Turkish 
war, and feeling that nature required renovation 
after the fatigues of so many arduous campaigns, 
quitted the cares of a camp, and retired to St. re- 
tersbui^h, there to repose in the bosom of his fami- 
ly, and to enjoy with virtuous satisfaction the grati- 
tude and the congratulations of his countrymeq^ 

On this illustrious veteran's resignation, the ar- 
my of the Danube devolved on Admiral Tchicha- 
goif. He had been deputed by the Emperor to 
assist in jthe negotiation for peace with Turkey, 
and that point being gained, when Kou tousoff re- 
tired, his Imperial M^esty commissioned the gal- 
lant Admiral to fill that Oeneral's military station. 
It may seem e^traordipary that a seaman should 
be placed in so eraioeut a post in the land ser- 
vice. But the comprehensive talents of Tchicha- 
goff, the wide grasp of his abilities and acquire- 
pents in all that relates to the art of war, whether 
bn the ocean or in the field ; and his known pre- 
sence of mind and activity in situations of difficul- 
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the choice of the Emperor in this respect. 

TchichagofF had scarcely been in possession of 
his new duties, "when cfrcumstances called upon 
him to pat to tli^ proof his talents for a command 
so totally different from any he had hitherto held ; 
and to accomplish which requires the most perfect 
military skill, viz. a long march, and all the various 
movements of armiei^. He received orders to lose no 
time in bringing his troops up from the banks of 
the Daqube and the Prout, to those of the Boug. 

Tlic enemy had a strong corps on the Boug, 
chiefly composed of Austrians under Prince Swart- 
zenberg, and Saxons under Renier ; the whole, 
probably amounting to forty thousand men. The 
Austrians having passed the river in the vicinity of 
Droggitchin, advanced to Protijany and Pinsk, 
and moving through Sloutz, by slow marches ap- 
proached Minsk. 

Renier and his Saxons, on the retreat of Braga- 
tion, moved on to Slonim, and occupied that town, 
and also Proujany and Kobrine. 

It has already been mentioned that a body of 
troops, amounting to ^ight thousand men, under 
the command of General Kamenskoy, had been 
cut off from the second army, and that the General, 
seeing no alternative, determined on making an at- 
tempt to join the troops of TormozolHT, who, he 
judged^ must then be at Loutzk. B^ng aware 
that every moment, in the prosecution of this en- 
terprize, was of inestimable value, and finding that 
the enemy were in possession of the whole of the 
country on his lefl, he saw the probability of their 
pushing forward to block up the ground between. 
Brest-Litoff and Kobrine. This would complete- 
ly ruin his project. And not to give them time for 
such a movement, he advan^^ with all the rapidi- 
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ty in fiis power, and to his gbtil surprise, cy;i*a]i^ 
preaching Kobnne on the 26tD of July, feH in vritb 
at snfaH detachment from the army of observation,^ 
under Count de Lambert. This fortunate junc- 
tion rtot only placed him in security, but enabled 
him and his new colleague to form a plan of ad* 
Tancing togetf^er, and of driving the enemy froni 
Kobrine. 

Their reeonnoitering parties, bb wdl as the pea- 
santry, brought them inforaiation that the town 
was occupied by the advanced guard of the Sax- 
ons, but in no very great forqe, under the command 
of General Klingel. 

When the Russian forces drew near the enemy's 
quarters, they observed the negligence of the Sax- 
ons in guarding the town, in short they seemed in 
the most perfect security against the idea of any 
attack. Kamenskoy instantly issued orders that 
the whole of the troops should cross the small river 
Monyavit!?, and that the assault should be made 
in three different points* The command was no, 
sooner given than obeyed. 

The attack began by the Russians chai^ng the 
detachment on the bridge, and making them pris* 
oners. This post was s^bout a werst from the 
city. Having gained this advantage without op- 
positioq, the little army advanced. Oqe division, 
of four thousand men, proceeded op the high road^ 
directly tp the town, where it met with and drove 
back a party of the eneipy, who by this time had» 
takto alarm.' The rest of the Russian troops mov- 
ed to the right and left, coming in upon the ^reat 
roads leading towards Brest-^otoffsky and Pmzk. 
The enemy was now assaulted at all points, asd 
being thus hemmed in so unexpectedly, a most 
desperate and sanguinary conflict ensued, which 
lasted nine hours. The various acts of extraordU 



Digitized by 



Google 



70 

nacy bravery displayed on both sides, prodoQei^ a 
terriUe caroage the horrors of which became more 
conspicuous from the narrowness of the ground oi^ 
which the combatants contended. 

General Klingel, seeing the greater part of his 
forces either killed or wounded, and bis best offi- 
cers falling around him, determined to save the 
rest by an immediate surrender to the victors. 

Thus was the day won. And the fruits of it to 
the Russians were eight pieces of cannon, with 
four standards ; and the commander of the Saxon 
(division, with seventy officers, and two thousand 
five hundred! men, taken prisoners. The enemy 
had more than a thousand killed and wounded. 
The Russian troops also suffered, but not so severe- 
ly, losing only three ojr four hundred men, includ- 
ing one colonel and ten officers. 

Not many days after the achievement of this bril- 
liant affair, Major General Tchaplitz entered Ko- 
brine at the head of a considerable corps ; b^jng 
the advance of the main body under Tormozoff. 
He had been apprised of the Austrians having 
moved towards Mipzk ; and determining to attack 
the corps of Saxons left to occupy the country they 
had quitted, he directed his march to Kobrine : 
and there found his intentions had been most advan- 
tageously prevented by the expcution pf the same 
plan, by the brave Kamenskoy and de Lambert. 
To pursue this success, he ordered Tchaplitz to 
hasten his march, and in conjunction with the two 
victorious Generals, proceed upon Slonim. Tor- 
jnazoff would then follqw with the remainder a^ 
quickly as possible. 

According to these orders, the united divisions 
put themselves in motion ; and advanced, without 
molestation, to within a few wersts of the city, 
;?A'bere they discovered the enemy in great strength. 
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tlenier on being acquainted with the discoto^-^ 
ture of General Klingel, dispatched a courier to 
Prince Swartzenberg, directing him instantly to 
measure back his steps that a sufficient force might 
be collected to oppose the successful Russians. 
The re-union being made, the army put itself in 
iriotion ; and falling upon the Russian advance"^ 
compelled it to take a backward direction. 

Meanwhile Genera) TormozofT had proceeded 
as he intended, and taken up a position on a line 
of heights between Robrine and Proujany. In his 
front, and on his right, he had a deep morass ap- 
parently impassible. At the edge of it was situat- 
ed the village of Goroditzka ; from which project- 
ed a long dyke that led to the foot of the Russian 
position. His left stretched towards the little town 
of Podubrie, being strengthened by nearly thir- 
ty pieces of cannon. These artillery at the same 
time commanded this approach, and another of a 
similar nature, which crossing the morass near Po- 
dubrie, ran into a defile leading to the road which 
communicated with that of Kobrine. Thus pro- 
tected, Tormozoff judged himself so advantageous-, 
ly situated as to be enabled to destroy the greater 

Eart of the enemy, should they attempt to atack 
im by these avenues. In order to give more secu^ 
rity to his left, and to act as a reserve i» case erf 
necessity, he posted, at some distance in his rear, 
several battalions of infantry, a large body of caval- 
ry, and most of his light artillery. 

Having made these commanding dispositions, be 
did not see occasion to occupy the town of Podu- 
brie, which was situated some distance on the op- 
posite defile ; neither did he place any forces in a 
wood, which was a little in its rear, and stretching 
along the back of the high road leading to Ko- 
brine, occupied a considerable portion of ground. 
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fram any attempt of the enemy ; as the oommand- 
JDg situation of the heighlMi he filled, aud the do- 
niAeeriDE station of his artillery, seemeil to de-^ 
noance destraction ou even the most distant ap- 
proach of a hostile force. 

The allied troops, at this point, were as deter- 
mined as the Russians Teere resolute. They stea- 
dily took possession of the village Kif Groditzka, 
and the mouths of the defiles leading to the dykes. 
Their right was commaaded by Renier, and their 
left by Prince Swartzenbei^. The former soon 
Jeamt f^Nn his reconnoitering parties that the Rus^- 
Stan General bad neglected to oceqpy Podubrie, as 
well as the^Wood covering^tbe high road to Kobrine. 
rRenier lost no time in furofiting by this oversight ; 
and taking possession of both, filled the iformer with 
cavalry, and the lattw with formidable bodies of in- 
fantry and artillery. While these orders were obey* 
ing, iiie apprised Swartienberg of the omission on 
the part of the opposing General, and begged in- 
stant reinforcements, to liable him to attack the 
Russian deft, and drive it from its elevated position. 
The whole of the dary of the eleventh of August 
was* thus employed by the. allied troops in seizing 
the. neglected advantages ; and marching with the 
^greatest caution towards the point which they 
deemed 'the most vulnerable qn their adversary's 

From the concentrated position of General Tor- 
'iBOzofl^ and his supposed security in that :posftion, 
the enemy: found little difiicnlty in making all his 
movements unobserved. iHe placed a strong force 
on the left of the Russians, destined to issue from 
the wood at different points, and to 'form on the 
interveningiground ; whence they were to advance 
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in firm batlalibn to put in execution the whole of 
their General's plan. 

Accordingly, at day-break, on the twelfth of the 
month, Tormovoff was astonished by the informa- 
tion that the enemy was approaching from the 
wood on his left^ and endeavonring to form on the 
low ground. The surprise was only that of a mo- 
ment ; for the Russian Greneral immediately siezed 
on the only means to remedy the consequences of 
his too great confidence in his position ; and order- 
ing a heavy battery to open upon the collecting ranks 
of the allies, sent to his reserve to advance in rear 
of his left, aM present an intimidating front to the 
enemy. Even this he did not deem sufficient for the 
occasion, but he strengthened his line with troops 
from his right. 

These dispositions w^re prompt A tremendous 
fire from the Russian guns, and their infantry, 
poured upon the heads of the allied forces ; yet 
they stood all with firmness ; formed, and advanc-* 
ed confidently to the attack, supported by light ar- 
tillery and horse. 

Their courage met with as brave a reception, 
and the charges on both sides were sustained and 
renewed with the most unshaken obstinacy. In- 
calculable numbers now appeared to issue from the 
wood in every direction ; and notwithstanding the 
incessant cannonade from the Russian battery 
mowed down hundreds as they emerged from the 
trees, the sarvivors rushed on, dauntless, to the 
succour of the foremost legions, who were already 
falling beneath the bayonet and musketry of their 
opponents. The conflict, on this spot, was that of 
man to man ; every heart as well as arm, seemed 
engaged in the contest, and to shed its last drop to 
purchase the victory. But reinforcements throng- 
ed in on the side of the French ; they seemed end- 
10* 
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iesB : amd the Russians, calling up a double portions 
of spirit to oppose so great a superiority ia body, 
exerted themselves to almost preternatural strength, 
to drive their afdversaries back into the wood. 
They were received with as resolute a courage ; 
and the combatasts parted not on this spot, till 
both were uiii^led in wounds ;and death on the 
same earth* 

While Genferal Renier thus determinately pur- 
sued his object, nothing doubting that it would 
finally lead him. to the possession of the heights ; 
Prince Swartzenberg, perceiving that the Russians 
directed their chief attention to the defence of their 
left, thought it vvell to distract their movements, 
by making an attempt to pass the morass. To this 
duty he detached a considerable body of infantry, 
but the project failed. The men sunk at every 
step, and became so entangled in the bo^y ground 
as to be unable either to advance or Return ; and thus 
fell an easy prey to the well^irected fire of the 
Russiati musketry; 

Notwithstanding the disappointment of this rasFi 
meaisure, the hopes of the enemy were not in the 
least damped, he continued the most unintermitted 
endeavours to tui^n the Russian left; and, by means 
of ihesh troops, extended his own right far enough, 
he believed, to outflank his adversary. In fact^ 
ifeariy the whole of the allied forces had been 
^iccesatTcfy brotigbt up to this object. 

Finding that die enemy was thus powerfully 
enabled to continue the attack, the Russian Gene- 
ral thought it prudent to change his front. To 
effect this, he called out several strong divisions to 
his support, from his right ; and also brought up 
fresh cavalry and artillery, which he ordered to 
march on the left of the unbroken reserve; and 
present by these manoeuvres, a very ^lAmAei. 
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Ifatnk. This menacing line he made yet more for- 
midable, by strengthening it with every corps he 
could safely spare from his centre and his^ right 

Renier, seeing that the Russian General was not 
backward in preparing means to counterbalance 
his augmented powers, redoubled his efforts to win 
Itheday ataay sacrilice; and, if possible, th.e bat* 
tie became more desperate and sanguinary. He 
attempted, at the point of the bayonet, to dislodge 
the Russians from the new position they had as« 
8umed, but in vain. A great part of the French 
artillery w^s dismounted by the retaliation of their 
enemy ; and after many fruitless efforts of the alli- 
ed troops to make an impression, they were forced 
back with ^slaughter that was horrible. The Rus- 
sian cavalry, not friiiing to take advantage of this, 
charged them to the very skirts of the wood. The 
day began to close fast. Yet the losses of the 
enemy ouly seemed to ^dd to the determination of 
their General. Renier again advanced with the re^ 
mains of his discomfited troops ; but he did not bring 
them alone. They were supported by six fresh 
battalions of infantry, and several regiments of 
Austrian hulans, hussars, and Saxon horse ; and so 
efficient ^n accession to his strength, filled him widji 
confidence that before darkness should cover the 
dreadful events of the day, he should be able to 
overpower his conquerors, and not merely drive, 
but precipitate theni from the long-contested 
heights. Again the carnqtge was renewed. Thd 
Russian artulery seemed to rain fire upon the last 
effort of their still struggling enemy ; and nothing 
but night separated the combatants. 

T|)e allies took up their former position at Po- 
dubrie: and General Tormozoff, having repulsed 
the enemy in so many attacks, decided upon retir* 
ing to Kobrine. To effect this before dawn, or- 
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den were issued to draw off the artillery, and t€^ 
put the whole army into motion, leaving a strong 
detachment on the field to cover their movements, 
ill case, when morning broke, the enemy should 
venture to renew hostilities. Tormozoff's measures 
were taken so well that his troops reached their 
place of destination within the time ; and the rear 
guard joined them with the rising sun, without 
having met more annoyance from tlie allies th^n 
seeing their hovering squadrons at a distance. Ren 
nier no sooner perceived that Tprmozoff had left 
the heights, than he made a show of following him ; 
but firom the severe proof he* had already received 
of Russian resistance, he did not attempt ^ny 
thing serious to impede his advance. Tormozoff 
and his'brave legions therefore arrived without fir- 
ing another musket, on the banks of the Macha* 
witz. After passing over the bridge on that river, 
they destroyed it in spite of the exertions of the 
enemy, who, the moment he was aware of the 
Russian design, brought up a few pieces of artille- 
ry; but without effect, as Tormozoff saw his men 
proceed and accomplish their work with determin* 
ed coolness. 

The loss of the Russians on this memorable 
twelfth of August, amounted to four thousand kik 
led and wounded ; and that of the enemy under 
Renier and Prince Swartzenberg to upwards of five 
thousand men, besides three hundred that were 
taken prisoners. Several officers of rank were 
wounded on both sides, but none fell of particular 
note. 
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General Essen, ivho commanded the army of 
Riga, had long since put that fine city into a state 
of preparation to stand ft siege. Its magnificent 
sabnrbs were levelled with the ground ; and every 
obstacle displaced that could impede the fire from 
its fortifications, or Baicilitate the approaches of an 
enemy. The garrison had been greatly augmented ; 
and as strong a force as could be spared, was sta- 
tioned under the orders of Essen himself, as a co- 
vering army, in the environs. . 

To give additional strength to these dispositions, 
he sent General Lewis, with several battalions of 
infantry, a considerable corps of artillery, a riegi- 
ment of hnlans, a body of Cossacs, and a heavy 
force of dragoons, to occupy Eckau, and to post 
themselves in the neighbourhood of Bouske. 

The iPrussians had been stationed between Mit- 
tau and Riga, under the immediate command of 
General Grawart, and formed a part of General 
Macdonald's division, whose head-quarters were 
then at Yacobstadt. Finding ' that the Russians 
had advanced and possessed themselves of Eckau, 
Grawart feared that their force might so accumu- 
late as to cut off his difect' communication with 
Macdonald. Tcr prevent this, he determined to 
attack them before their reinforcements could ar- 
rive ; and, if possible, compel them to fall back up- 
on Riga. 

WiSi this intention, he ordered a chosen corps 
of his troops to proceed to the quarter occupied by 
the Russians. On the morning of the eighteenth * 
of July, several bodies of Prussian hussars were 
discovered reconnoitering close to the outposts of 
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General Lewis. They were no sooner perceived 
than attacked by a few squadrons of hulans, who 
obliged them to retire, leaving many prisoners in 
their hands. 

This rencontre gave infonnation to the Russians 
of the formidable advance of the enemy f for it was 
immediately followed by the knowledge of the 
|i^eat strength in which he was approaching- One 
division, from the neighbourhood of Kankjen, and 
covered by General Kliest, came on to the left, and 
seemed determined by its menacing position to 
take possession of the ground occupied by the 
Bussians. Another division posted itself on the 
high road leading to Eckau, whence it was to 
move at a certain time upon the right and centre. 

General Essen was not intimidated by these 
ihreatening demonstrations, but redoubling his pre- 
parations for resistance, awaited the attack with 
an eager courage, impatient of delay. 

No sooner had the Prussian left column present- 
ed itself to the contest, than it was greeted by a 
sweeping fire from a strong battery on a height that 
covered the right flank of the Russians. At the 
same instant their cavalry rushed forward, and 
charged a party of hulans, who were stationed 
pear the entrance of a narrow defile, to prev^it the 
Russian horse falling on the Prussian infantry. 

The cannonade 'doing much execution on the 
Prussian left column, General Kliest thought it ne- 
cessary to begin his closer movements by falling 
suddenly upon the Russian left. The firmness with • 
which he was received, rather checked the force of 
his charge ; but he persisted again and again to re- 
new the attack, till an assault, continued for seve- 
ral hours, and as resolutely repulsed, proved to 
him that to shake the firm station his adversary had 
assumed was impossible, Every foot of ground 
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w&s disputed in every part of the field, ^yitfa ao ad- 
mirable resolution. But General Lewis, finding 
his right very hardly pressed by a division of the 
enemy just freshened by new reinforcements, tho't 
it prudent to draw off his troops, and take a post 
nearer Riga. This he effected in such good 
order, and with so commanding a front, that the 
Prussian General did not venture to follow him. 
He took up his station at Dalenkirge. 

This was the first affair in which the Prussians 
ivere compelled to enter the lists against their an- 
cient ally ; and the rencontre had been of a kind, 
(although the Russians left them in quiet possession 
i)f tlie disputed ground) that gave them no wish to 
hurry again into a similar trial of martial prowess. 

The loss on this occasion was not great on either 
side. The Russians had about six hundred killed 
and woxmded ; and the Prussians lOst nearly the 
same number. 

After this affair, the troops of both states, re- 
mained for nearly a month without any action of 
consequence taking place between them. Mean- 
while the French forces in the vicinity of Schlock, 
received augmentations ; and reports were in circu- 
lation that the besieging train of heavy artillery 
from Dantzic was on its march, in order to com- 
mence immediate operations against Riga. Indeed 
General Essen received positive information that a 
corps from the French reserve in Germany, had 
set out towards his station, to attack him, and as- 
sist in the proposed si^e. He was also told that 
this detachment was so strong as to render the pre* 
sence of the Prussians no longer necessary ; and 
that, on its arrival, they were to proceed to Dina- 
bui^ to join Macdonald. 

Essen, aware that should the French reinforce- 
ment come up while the Prussians remained un- 
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broken in their present position; he should be cod-' 
strained to fight at a terrible disadvantage, deter- 
mined to, at least, disconcert part of the plan, by 
immediately attacking the Prussians, and to leave 
DO effort unexerted to drive them back upon Mittau, 
and to the opposite bank of the Aa. 

The enemy had stationed himself well. The 
situation was particularly commanding on his right, 
being at a short distance from the town of Eckau, 
and crossing the high road near Draken, which place 
was occupied by his troops. The position was 
rendered still stronger by entrenchments well fur- 
nished with artillery. His centre was equally well 
secured ; as its left was flanked by the Mouss, a 
branch of the river Aa. There was also a conside- 
rable corps placed between these stations and the 
Lake Babite ; thus forming a link of communica- 
tion with those near Schlock. 

The Prussians being thus marshalled. General 
Essen deemed the most successful point of attack 
would be on their right, and to this he directed his 
whole manoeuvres. He ordered a corps under the 
command of General Yiliapoff; to make a false 
charge upon the centre ; hoping, by this stroke, to 
induce the enemy to dispatch troops from his flanks, 
to its 8uppor4;. Meanwhile he had directed that a 
formidable division of gun-boats, filled with troops, 
(which had arrived a few days before from Dina- 
mond, under Admiral Von Moller) should disem- 
bark part of their men, who were to assist in dis- 
lodging the Prussians from Schlock, whilst the flo- 
tilla should proceed up the river to take them in 
flank and in rear. 

With such arrangements General Es^n pro- 
mised himself the completion of his most sanguine 
hopes; and his army, sympathizing with their 
Commander, on the 23d of August, advanced in 
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the highest spirits to the attack. It began from the 
left with great fury : and in defiance of all the de- 
fences of art and of bravery, the Prussian entrench- 
ments were carried by the Russians at the point of 
tbebayonet. But here again was to bemade manifest 
the eiTor of a headlong pursuit ! The intrepid 
Russians^ as eager in victotry, as i-esolute in ac- 
quiring it, leaping the works they had so bravely 
won and following up with breathless ardour their 
retreating foe, laid open their own ranks ; and a 
large body of Prussian cavalry perceiving the ad- 
vantage, rushed in upon them, and taking them in 
the disorder incident to a pursuit, made a terri- 
ble slaughter. Notwithstanding the surprise of 
this assault, and the great power of a fresh body 
of troops, over a corps of infantry fatigued from 
their late achievement, though full of exulting bra- 
very, the Russians receded not from the field of 
their victory till it was strewed with their bleeding 
bodies ; and then, with a constant contest though 
a backward step, they gallantly and slowly retreat- 
ed beyond their lines of defence. 
•^ This turn in favour of the enemy, gave him time 
to rally through all his ranks, and to return to his 
guns. His tight which had suffered so severely, 
was now supported by an addition of eight pieces 
of flying artillery, which General Grawart brought 
up with admirable promptitude. Battle was again 
offered, and with an air of triumph, by the allies, 
which only roused the valour of the Kussians to 
redoubled exertions. The fight commenced with 
fury. The Prussians conducted themselves with 
bnravery and skill, but the Russian enei^y at last 
fully prevailed ; and crowned with complete suc- 
cess, they saw the discomfited flank of the enemy 
assume a retrograde movement, and then fairly 
abandon^ the field. It was soon followed by the 
11* 
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Prussian centre, which had suffered but Httie, 
having been only slightly engaged, and that with 
the feint of General Viliamoff. 

At this juncture news was brought to General 
tlssen, that circuihstances had proved so adverse 
to the coniThander of the flotilla, he could not pro-* 
ceed furthei* with his forces than Schlock ; but that 
he had obliged the enemy to retire from that place^ 
and had now taken possession of it himself, as he 
found it impossible to carry his boats farther up 
the Aa. By this failure on his part, (though not 
his fault) the assistance of the flotilla being deni- 
ed la Geheral Essen, one part of that officer s plan 
was frustrated. His intended operations on the 
enemy's right were entirely prevented ; but as those 
on his left had succeeded in driving him back to 
Mittau, Essen was reconciled to the disappoint- 
ment of one part^ by the glorious success of the 
other. 

The Russians in this affair took six hundred 
aii4 fifty prisoners, besides a great many officers 
not included in thai number. The total loss, in 
killed and wounded, of the enemy, amounted to 
nearly one thousand five hundred ; and on the part 
of Russia,, about six hundred killed and wounded. 

It is a singular fact, that although no official de- 
claration of peace between Great Britain and the 
Russian Empire had at this time been published, 
nor even publicly rumoured, yet arrangement^ 
were carrymg on between the countries as if m 
the fuii confidence of such an amity. tVe find 
British armed vessels acting in concert with those 
of Russia, ever sinee the 20th of July, 1812 ; nhd 
in the report made by Admiral Von Moller, to 
General Essen, on that expedition, and during 
his contest with Swartzenberg and Renier, he says, 
*' There were six armed English vessels, under the 
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4^ommaDd of Captain Stuart, detached up tiie 
river Aa, while ten of our gun-boats lancled a thou- 
sand troops to attack the enemy who occupied the 
town of Schlock and its environs." 

Whatever secrecy with regard to the grand ob- 
ject, had been maintained during the time of nego- 
tiation, this circumstance was a sufficient advertise- 
ment to the public that such kindly dispositions 
were afloat bet wen the two states, as must ere long 
proclaim to the world a re-union, which has ever 
been the wi^h, as it is the interesUof both people. 

Sweden was the scene of this happy adjust- 
ment. Mr. Thornton, our Minister at that court, 
was to act for England in that momentous discus* 
sion ; and the event has shewn how well hemerited 
the trust reposed in his abilities. General Von 
Suckteline appeared on the part of his Imperial 
Majesty Alexai^def:. And these two (di^tinguislied 
individuals^ (empowered by their respective royal 
masters to restore, on the foundatioa of truth and 
honour, the ancient friendship between their coun- 
tries, fipora its late suspension) had tl>e happiness 
to fulfil their high mission to the satisfaction of 
their sovereigns, and with the gratulations of all 
their fellow-subjects. 

As soon as this re-union, on which the liberties 
of Europe seem to ^.ave depended, was brought to 
its accomplishment, the happy tidings were made 
public by the following ukase, which was dispatchr 
ed to St. Pe^ersburgh, to Moscow, and to all the 
cities of the jlmperial dominions : 

"Tlie PEACE WITH ENGLAND, so gene- 
rally and so long desired, is at length rcre^tabli^h- 
ed. We hasten to announce it, knowing that it 
has been ardently the wish of our faithful subjects, 
08 of England herself. Feeling acutely for the de- 
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gay into i^ihich our commerce fdi by the dis^ 
union of the two countries, vre lose not a moment 
in seeking to revive it to new energies, by the pro- 
clamation of an amity so rich in benefits to both 
parties. Nay, we even go before forms, in our 
tenderness for the public good and the public anxie- 
ty ; and without waiting for the official ratification 
of the deed of peace, we thus open before our peo^ 
pic all its advantages. Unwilling that more of the 
summer should pass away, without having yielded 
those fruits to the two nations^ which only com- 
merce can bring ; We order, from this day, that all 
our ports on the Baltic sea, on tlie White sea, and 
on the Black Sea, shall be thrown open to the En- 
glish vessels ; and that every commercial relation- 
ship may instantly re-commence between our em- 
pire and that of Great Britain. 

(Signed) " Alexander." 

*' Given at St. Fetersbui^h, August 4tb, O. S. 1812. 
August 16tb, N. S. 1812.'' 

It is not possible to describe the universal joy 
with which this proclamation was received. The 
higher orders celebrated the event with every speciea 
of social gratulation ; and the lower ranks, from 
the trader to the peasant, evinced their gratitude in 
honest transports ; which made the Emperor feel 
that in signing the peace with England, he had be- 
stowed a benefit on his country which penetrated 
to the hearts of all his people. 

By entering into amicable connections with the 
Porte he had liberated the army of the Danube, 
and could now turn its strength upon the common 
enemy ; and by renewing his friendship with Great 
Britain, he had opened to his subjects and his 
treasury all the resources of industry and an ex- 
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tended commerce. These were blessings to which 
Alexander was as sensible as his subjects ; aud 
the joy he gave, he participated. Nothing seemed 
wanting to perfect the happiness of his people, but 
the driving back, to the utmost liqiits of the em- 
pire, the invader who now so audaciously menac- 
ed its independence. And, to effect this the Em- 
peror, the lord, and the vassal, ceased not day nor 
night to join, with one interest in accumulating 
the armies of patriots which were to complete the 
deliverance of their country. 

Every werst the enemy advanced within the 
Russian empire, encreased the hatred of the pea- 
santry towards him. And every act of affected 
conciliation ; every offer which his agents proffered 
of ^franchisement from the command of their 
lords ; every promise of liberty, rewards, and 
honours from the Great Napoleon^ only filled the 
brave sons of ancient Scytbia with indignation 
against the seductions pf th^ tyrant, and with a 
firmer devotion to their qative lords. 

The spirit of war which the Corsics^n has intro- 
duced, is one which was never before known in 
Christeadom ! A spirit of universal destruction ; 
a spirit of merciless devastation ; a spirit which 
emulates heathen butcheries, and alike slaughters 
men in arms, and men without them, feeble age, 
and helpless women, and infancy in yain stretch- 
ing its innocent hands fof pity. This inhuman 
mode of warfare roused the unhappy Tyrolese 
against their murderer ; this sanguinary persecu- 
tion called forth the heavy vengeance of the Span- 
iard ; and this exterminating system, constrained 
the Russian to repel its attacks with a sword ruth- 
less as its own. 

It frequently happened that when the prisoners, 
taken in thes^ se?eral rencontres, were oi\ their 
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uray to be conveyed for secority into the interior, 
their guards could hardly preserve them from Uie 
vehement revenge of the peasantry. And one in* 
stance where their indignant enthusiasm was al- 
lowed to take the reins, I cannot forbear record- 
ing. 

A detachment of French prisoners, conducted 
by a very small escort, having arrived in a village 
in the government of Twer, and bordering upoa 
that of Smolenzk, had the address, by superiority 
of numbers and subtilty of contrivance, to over- 
power their guard, and seizing their arms, would 
have extirpated them on the spot, had not the pea- 
santry risen to their rescue. While one company 
ef hardy rustics flew to the succour of the soldiers, 
anotlier rang the alarm-bell of the village ; and the 
military, finding themselves agaiii armed with the 
little ai*senal of the village, and backed by its in- 
trepid sons, soon compelled their treacherous ad- 
versaries to cry for quarter ; which was not allow- 
ed to be granted till most of them had fallen a sa- 
crifice to their desperate act of folly. But the con- 
sequences of this minor battle did not end here. 
The noise of the tocsin spread the alarm through- 
out the neighbourhood, and thence to the whole 
government Nothing less was believed than 
tiiat the French had entered the district in great 
power. The more formidable the report, more 
eager was the zeal to oppose them. Multitudes 
flocked towards the scene of action from all quar- 
ters ; and before the evening closed, nearly nine 
thousand well armed men were arranged under the 
standards of their respective lords. Being under 
the conviction that the French had really reached 
their province, it was with the greatest difficulty 
that this magnanimous people were prevented set- 
ting fire to their crops of standing corn : '* If they 
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^^ not to be for U8/' cried they, ''they shall noft 
be left for the enemy T 

Instances of this kind daily presented them* 
selves ; proving that there is no policy so good in 
the end, even to the most selfish roan, as a perfect^ 
ly disinterested conduct in times of public calami- 
ty ; a sordid attention to individual interest, in 
these critical periods, never fails, by dividing what 
ought to form the collected strength of the whole 
body, to leave the weak parts so exposed to an ene- 
my that he has very little trouble in making them 
his own. It is indeed strange, that we see so few 
instances of this only true political wisdom. We 
find many nations talk of loyalty, of liberty, of 
patriotism ; we hear individuals pronounce orations 
on these themes ; but who has proved these subjects 
like the Russian ? It is not every where that men 
are called upon to preserve their country by the 
burning of their harvests, and the conflagration of 
their cities ; but every man has it in his power to 
sacrifice his luxuries to the public good, to immo- 
late his prejudices before the laws and their minis- 
ters; and to forget every short-sighted interest, ei- 
ther of his own or his country's, in that of the 
great object which now agitates the world — the 
independence of more than Europe from the yoke 
of a tyrant ! 



The army of Count Vigtenstein continued to oc- 
cupy the ground it had taken up after the afiairs 
of the tenth and eleventh of August. But on his 
having been reinforced by several battalions from 
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Donabbnrg, he determined uo longeir to allow Da- 
voust quietly to augment his force in the position 
he at present held close to Polotzk, and which was 
daily strengthening by the judiciouB labours of his 
engineers. This General was hourly receiving 
fresh corps of Bavarians and Saxons, and no in*- 
considerable detachments from the army of Mac- 
donald. 

When Vigtenstein calculated that his numbers 
were at all adequate to the attack he meditated, he 
put his army in motion. It was on the seventeenth 
of August that he marched them forward in two 
columns. One took the Bielo road, and the other 
the Smolianovo, that they might make themselves 
masters of the advantageous ground on the left of 
the former. This was executed by pursuing a path 
not far from the small town of Gamzeleva, where 
the face of the country becomes elevated, and in- 
tersected by deep defiles. Through these the 
troops were obliged to pass, to form themselves in 
order of battle. A very few hours brought botli 
columns to the desired station. 

On the enemy learning the advance of the Rus* 
sians, they moved from their lines of defence, and 
listened to give him a check before he could reach 
the vantage point, which they judged was his ob- 
ject. But in this they were disappointed : how- 
ever Oudinot lost no time in forming his disposi- 
tions, as he wished to make head against the Rus- 
sians already formed, and prevent those still in the 
defiles from gaining their line. 

The penetrating eye of Vigtenstein frustrated 
these intentions, by dispatching a considerable 
corps of artillery and light troops to cover the 
march of his people through the defiles ; and to 
clear the openings of the enemy, while he movwl 



Digitized by 



Google 



89 

onward with his left supported by some regiments 
of cavalry. 

The rapidity with which the Russian soldiers 
obeyed tiie prompt suggestions of their General's 
roiud was so amazing, that Oudinot found hiniself 
baffled in every manceuvre. In a favourable mo- 
ment Vigtenstein ordered a heavy fire to be opened 
upon the unformed masses of the enemy ; and they, 
being in a very exposed situation, found themselves 
obliged to recoil on each other ; thus, gaining a 
temporary escape at the expence of throwing their 
rear into no inconsiderable disorder. Meanwhile, 
Vigtenstein having brought up a division of flying 
artillery on his extreme flank, it did its duty so ef- 
fectually as to render the confusion of the French, 
in that part of the line, almost desperate. His 
next movement was to order the cavalry to attack ; 
and the shock they gave the only firm body of the 
enemy completely laid his flank open to the opera- 
tions of the Russians. Vigtenstein pursued the 
advantage, and making the signal to his heroes 
they chained with their whole force. At this crisis, 
amidst the multitudes that fell, Marshal Oudinot 
received a dangerous wound in the shoulder, and 
was carried off the field. His wound was felt to 
the ferthest ranks of his army, for a complete con* 
fusion and carnage ensued along this part of the 
line, which spread dismay to the centre ; and com- 
municating to the left, filled all with a consternation 
so extreme, that nothing seemed left but to retire 
upon their lines of defence. It was now a flight 
rather than a retreat ; disorder was in every rank, 
fear in every breast ; and as they precipitately aban- 
doned the field, hundreds fell beneath the sabres 
and bayonets of their pursuers, whilst the dis- 
charge of ^pe from the artillery swept down all 
before it with a tremendous havoc. 
12* 
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'this victory xvm achieved by the Rossiaiks With 
Tery little Io8s on their side, but that of the enemy 
ivas ioimense. 

Count Vigtenstein hairing driven then fer beyonijh 
their entrenchments, chose to occupy thttt sbtxig 
ground hinisdif ; atad off this commandngs ntua* 
tion, make able dispositions tx> meetsnceeediiiigf eon<* 
^cte. 

Wbetr Oudinot vi^as wounded, the command de- 
volved upon General Gouvton St. Cyr ; who, being 
ambitious to have the credit of retrieving the him- 
pnr of the division, lost by the failure of his prede- 
cessor, determined to renew the attack tiie next 
day. To this end he cailed up every succour with- 
in bi^ reach,' and brought forward every soldier at 
all capable of bearing arms after the sanguinary 
contest of the preceeding d«y. The Bavarian^ un- 
der Count Wrede, were placed ob the ri^t Saint 
Cyr took the command of the cenlM^ in persoir; 
gi\nng the left to Creneral Maison, who had suc- 
ceeded General Vei^ier ;. the latter officer having 
beeti severely wounded in the late afiair. 

Though prepared for the enemy, yet, having 
just chastised him so completely. Count Vigtenstein 
did not mean to provoke him to resume hostilities 
immediately ; but preferred remaining within bis 
Knes« He had detached a sufficient mree to me* 
vent Macdonald from advancing on him from Dma- 
bourg. That city, from its comparatively insignifi- 
cant impoi^tauce at the present juncture, had been 
evacuated by the Russians ;* but not before they 
had destroyed every article within it tliat eould be 
^ use to the enemy. By withdrawing from that 
town, a valuable accession of troops was enabled 
to join the army on the Dwina. And, owing to 
the situation of the Prussians in the vicinity of Ri- 
^a, Macdonald dared not with safety break up his 
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4ieui9 of communication eith^ witii that corps or 
tbe troops of Oodkiot ; ooe of which he must have 
•cutofl^ had he formed a janction with either. 

Aboat twelve o'clock at noon on the 18tb» Saint 
Cyr beffao to move, nnder cover of a strong battery 
ef artillery. Thus protected he for/ned his line, 
and proceeded to the attack. Count Vigtenstein 
allowed hioi to make these demonstrations without 
ioteryuption. The French General ^en ordered 
the Bavariai^ to b^in the battle on the right witb 
their g^BS. This was the signal for the cannonade 
to ma down the whole line. Both armies being so 
oiear, aid in such eomplete array for the contest, 
.a dischari^ from the whole o( the French infentry 
ifollowed the thnnder of their artillery. It was an- 
swered by the Russians with equal energy. The 
enemy had added to the strength of his left a well 
appointed battery on the bank of the pwina, which 
BOW b^an its pl^y upoB the adverse troopsw How- 
>ever, the brave Russians reg^ded it not, but 
4!lKirged to the very months of Ihe guns, and with 
the points of their bayonets drove the enemy iii 
4hfat quarter back to their reserve. This bold at- 
itack was supported by several squadrons of dra« 
goons, who> fotlewed the advantage, tram]:Jing 
down, and dfsstroyii^ the French infantry, who 
iiow but faintly defended Hiemselves. The rest 
fled to their entrenchments. 

Vigteiiflrtein, meanwhile, plied the centre; but 
%ere lA^e conftict was yery severe. It repelled alt 
bis eferts with thfe greatest bravery for a considera- 
ble time, but the persevering heroism of the Rus^ 
sians at last made them give ground^ and they too 
fdl back towards their lines of defence. The right 
being yet unbroken, defended itsdf well, and ma- 
sty acts of iadrvidval bravery were here distin- 
guishi^d ; but (ir^neial Wre^e seeing all his exer- 
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tions unavailing, and that none of the dispersed 
French troops attempted to return to the attack, 
felt himself obliged, after so long and gallant a re* 
sistance, to follow the retreating legions ; and, like 
them, take refuge beyond their lines. , 

The flight of St. Cyr's army gained its fugitives 
no safety. The Russians, incensed at the audacity 
of the French General, in presuming to attack them 
in the manner he did, so immediately on their sig- 
nal victory over his predecessor, pursued his. dis- 
grace with a frightful carnage. So fierce was their 
continued charge upon the flying squadrons, that 
they not only . passed the French lines, putting all 
to death who resisted, but drove the enemy before 
them into the very suburbs of Polotzk, and put 
them to the sword in the streets. Bloody, as great 
was this victory. When nights obscurity rather 
increased than concealed its horrors. Count Vig* 
tenstein commanded the deathful work to cease. 
The battle had lasted more than twelve hours^ 
w4)en he ordered his trOops to draw off, and retire 
to his old position. The prisoners amounted ^to 
three thousand men, besides thirty officers of vari- 
ous ranks amongst whom were two colonels. The 
enemy left two thousand five hundred killed and 
wounded on the field of batde« independent of those 
who fell in the lines. Fifteen pieces of cannon 
were also abandoned to the victors. The loss on 
the Russian side, duriug the two days fighting, 
amounted to one thousand in all, hars de combat ; 
besides Generals Berg, Hamen, and Kazatichkov- 
sky, who were wounded. 

Thus ended two desperate attempts of two Gene* 
rals of Napoleon, to accomplish his great object 
of opening a passage fdr his troops to St. Peters- 
bnri^h ! one of them, with the loss of half his army, 
had been wounded almost mortaUy ; whili^t the 
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oAer, in rashly adveBturing to repair his dkcom*' 
fiture, only heaped accumulated defeat and dis- 
grace op the arms of bis master ! 



Napoleok having fully refieshed his troops at 
Vitepsky and also having received information of ' 
the approach of nevir reinforcements from Tilsit^ to 
Wilna, again put himself \n motion. He ordered 
the corps of fieauhamois, and of Murat, to march 
upon the Boresthenes on th^ 13th of August; the 
first was to cross that river opposite to Kassasna, 
and the latter to pass the Beresswinya river and to 
cross the Boresthenes near Hiyomina. .Having 
thus concentrated his force, he meditated an imme« 
diate advance upon Sipolenzk. 

Barclay de Tolly being informed that the enemy 
v?as in this manner drawing together his most effi* 
cient powers in the vicinity of Doubroyna and Has* 
sasna, ordered Prince Bra^ation to fall back, and 

Eass through the city to the Moscow road, and there - 
alt at a few wensts distance to await further direc- 
tions. Meanwhile the Commander-in-chief would 
himself, on the 14th of August, break up his own 
position, and retire to the high ground which com- 
manded the town on the right bank of the Dneiper. 
Scarcely had he executed this movement ere 
he heard from the Generals Rajefsky, and Neverof- 
sky, (both of whom had been left atKrasnoy) that 
ihey had been obhged to assume a retrograde mo- 
tion to within seven worsts of Sipolenzk ; and that 
Ihe augmented force of the enemy were coming on 
to ofier battle. These Generals reported also that, . 
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«a?ty on the 14tfa, their ad? attced post at Laidy, c#a- 
listing of Coftsacs, had been driven in, and punru- 
ed even to their head-quarters. To do this» a targ^ 
detachment from the enemy's army had been sent 
under the comQiands of Ney and Murat. They 
reached iJLrasnoy without difficulty, and fell upon 
the Russian divjsiop stationed in its neighbourhood. 
The defence made on the part of the Russians was, 
as usual, bloody and gallant ; but the vast supe- 
riority of the enemy's numbers carried every thing 
before them, and Krasnoy was gained af the pomt 
of the bayonet. 

General Rajefsky retreated to Essennaya, and 
from that place dispatched information to the Com« 
mander-in-chief, of his disaster. The auMmnt of 
Rajefsk/s force before this sthk was about seve^ 
fhoftsand men, including two thousand five hun- 
dred cavalry. He had also' twelve pieces of cannon. 
His loss was great : being upwaitls of two thou- 
sand men, in killed, wounded, and prisoners, be- 
sides several guns. 

On this intelligence Barclay de ToBy reinlbrf^ 
the gatrrson of Smolenzk, and ordered the shatter-^ 
cd remains of Rajefsky's corps, on the approach of 
the enemy, to retire within the fortified lines iit 
front of the extensive suburbs. The city, having 
been long in preparation to repel an attack, various 
batteries bad been constructed, and every mean:! 
adopted which could add strength to a position sol 
favourably situated to check the advance of the itt- 
vader. 

Prince Bragation, in obedience to the commabditf 
of the Commander-ill-chief, passed on t^ the higS 
road leading to Moscow through Dorogabouehe,' 
where he halted as directed ; but at the same tim^ 
kept detachments of light troops in the neighbour- 
hnod of Eloia and Koslavli, to stf»p th? rrdvanfie of 
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tike enemy f should he attempt to cut off t^ 
Prmce'scommunicatioD with the metropolia on that 
side. 

Barclay de Totty having thus disposed his Gene- 
rals of diTisions, intended to await alone the ap- 
proach of his adversary ; and, with this view, he 
placed his array on the line of heights which cover 
Smolenzk on the right bank of the Borestbeoes. 
The city was defended by about thirty thousand 
men, who. held coisoiminication with his main army 
by three bridges which crossed that river. 

From the ancient character of the walls which 
encircled S^molenzk, they were found but indiffe- 
rently suited to .modem warfare, hdng flanked and 
bulwarked at different points by high and ill-^^lshion* 
ed towers; however, to turn even these to advairtage, 
the Russians planted them with several pieces of 
heavy ordnance, sufficient to command most of the 
ways leading through the &H]X;bourgs. 

The French army contiilued to approach the 
town in a very menacing attitude, having been re- 
cently Augmented by the division under Prince Po- 
ntatoisky, which had joined them from Mohiloff, 
by the way of Romanoff, on the 15th, By this 
junction, the whole force of the enemy was direct- 
ed against this city. The possession of it would in- 
volve man^ advantages on the side of the French. 
Its acquisition must dislodge the Russians front 
fteir present commanding station ; which was, un- 
questionably, the n^st favourable ground on which 
they could make a stand between the Boresthene^ 
and Moscow; atid, when they were driven away, 
the road would be left free for the advance of Na- 
poleon to the capital of the Tzars. 

Dear has ever been the tax of pre-eminence, 
Smolenzk was always riBgarded as a pQst of the 
highest importance to rival powers. In former 
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^^es it had been the object of many hot conten* 
tions, and had known sll the evils of war. But 
for a long lapse of tiuie» like a toil-worn hero rest- 
ing amid his offi;pring, it lay in tranquility and 
comfort, enjoying its distinction and its repose. 
Thus was the venerable city of Smolenzk, when 
the blast of invasion reached its walls, and its 
peaceful inhabitants saw the hills which surmount- 
ed them embattled with the protecting ranks of 
their country. Age is the season of timidity.- The 
old, and the feeble, woman and child, thought they 
beheld' their so lately happy city overclouded by 
all the horrors of war ; and, fearful of being ex- 
posed to its cruel consequences, they fled the 
place in every direction. Some sought security in 
Moscow* some at Twer, some at Yarrowslaff ; and 
thousands took refuge with the army on the heights. 
Intending from those eminences to remain sad spec- 
tators of the awful moment that was approaching 
to make their beloved city the theatre of bloody 
contest. It might be the field of combat^ but the 
wisdomi of its veterans had taken care that it should 
not be that of spoil ; for immediately on hearing of 
the approach of the French towards their quarters, 
they ransacked the town for all its valuables, even to 
the treasures of the churches, and sent them under 
a strong convoy to a place of safety. By this pre- 
caution private property as well as public, was pre- 
served to the rightful owners ; and the enemy was 
deprived of the resources he always looked for in 
plunder. 

Buonapart6 had quitted Vitepsk on the 13th of 
August. He reached Korwitinia on the 15th ; and 
on the following day was at the head of his ar- 
my before Smolenzk. He lost no time in recon- 
noitering both the town and the position which the 
Russians held on the opposite bank of the river. 
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lie ^80 acquainted himself with the strength of 
the force which had been left to defend tlie city. 
This he intended to carry immediately; and, there- 
fore, gave orders for an assault to commence at 
the entrenched suburbs, whilst he should endea- 
vour to cut off, by the destruction of the three 
bridges, all succours to the Russians from their 
comrades on the heights. He had little doubt of 
the city soon falling into his hands, and of that ad- 
vantage being followed by the possession of the 
heights ; as he concluded from the Russian Gene- 
ral not having occupied the left bank of the Pnei- 
per, he would, on the loss of the town, abandon 
the hills, and continue his march, in order to seek 
a more favourable spot for a general battle. 

According to these deductions, directions were 
given to Marshal Ney that he should form his divi- 
sions taking, up the ground on the left, and sup- 
porting his flank on the Dneiper. Davoust, plant- 
ed bis division as the centre; and Prince Po- 
niatofsky stationed his on the right. Two reserves 
of cavalry and of guards were posted in the rear. 
With the former was Murat and Beauharnois ; and 
with the latter Napoleon. The army thus form- 
ed, moved forward close upon the Russian front. 

On the morning of August the seventeenth there 
was an awful pause. The armies of two vast em- 
pires stood gazing on each other as if studying 
where to strike the mortal blow : at length the si- 
lence of meditated death was broken. From tlie 
extreme point of the Russian right, to that of their 
lefl, fire from a hundred cannon poured destruc- 
tion amid the enemy's ranks. Rapid dischai^es 
of musketry, which ran along their firont, second- 
ed the guns with a horrible carnage. 

The attack of the French was not less vigorotis 
or terrific. Tlieir numerous artillery gave bloody 
13* 
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answer to that on the Russian position ; tvhilst 
their multitade, and concentrating movements^ 
bore along upon their adversary with a force that 
seemed formed to sweep all before them. 

Tlie troops of Poniatofsky, assisted by corps of 
cavalry and light artillery, after a hard fitniggle, 
succeeded in dislodging, from an excellent posi- 
tion, a considerable body of Russians. This ad- 
vantage, so fortunate for the enemy^ enabled them 
to throw up a battery on the spot ; which they im- 
mediately opened upon the south bridge, with an 
effect answerable to their wishes. 

The battle now raged with the most desperate 
fury. In spite of a dreadful fire from the Russian 
artillery, the enemy pushed on to the entrenched 
suburbs, and in ther very mouths of the guns at- 
tacked the Russian troops at the point of ti^e bayo- 
net. The havoc on both sides w&S prodigious. 
The eaith was covered with the wounded and the 
dead ; but nothing seemed possible to shake the 
firmness of the Russians. They stood Kke a rock 
before the repeated attempts of the French to 
break a way through them. For upwards of two 
hours this bloody contest was maintained. Every 
species of assault was levelled bv the enemy against 
their undaunted adversaries ; t)ut nothing could 
prevail over their resolution not to yield but with 
their lives. At last their movements were impeded 
by the numbers of the slain ; and finding that ac- 
cessions of hostile troops pressed upon their thin- 
ned ranks, the Russians retired towards Smo- 
lenzk ; disputing every inch of ground, till .the 
enemy was checked by the fire from its ancient 
Cowers. 

Barclay de Tolly on seeing that the suburbs on the 
opposite quarter of the town were completely forc- 
f^d, and that the city itself was seriously threatened, 
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determined to defend it, for at least, several hours ; 
in order to gain time for Bragation's army, then 
on the Moscow road, to move on to Dorogobouche, 
where the Commander-in-chief now decided on join- 
ing it. 

The Russian batteries had b^en planted to great 
advantage all along the heights. One battery of 
fifteen pieces of cannon, did much execution upon 
Ike enem^ s right, and drove him from the ground. 
he occupied with that part of his artillery which 
had poured so destructive a fire on the upper 
bridge. Another battery of twenty pieces, check- 
ed the enemy in his advance through the suburb 
connected with the St. Petersburgh bridge. 

The city now became the immediate object of 
attack. The fire from its walls, as well as fi*om a 
few loosely constructed works at their feet, kept 
the enemy at bay. Bat be lost not a moment m 
constructing breaching batteries at different points, 
and so well placed, that a short time only was ne- 
cessary to oblige the troops who planned tlie tri- 
fling outworks to leave them to their fitte. No re- 
sistance was now made to the assailants, but by 
the good old towers and venerable breastwork of 
the city. 

A tremendous fire opened from the French bat- 
teries upon these antique battlements, and gave 
no pause, even when its flashes alone lit the terrible 
darkness of the night. 

The Russian General, meanwhile, ordered an 
active defence to be kept up, while he made ar- 
rangements for the march of the army to Dorogo- 
bouche. It was seven o'clock in the evening when 
the first column was put in motion. It was com- 
manded by General Toutchkoff, and composed of 
three corps of infantry, and the first reserve of 
eavalry. It took the route to Braditchino. At 
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nine, the second column, under the orders of Gene* 
ral I>ocht6roff| composed of two corps of infantry 
and two of cavalry, besides the remains of Gene- 
ral Rajefeky, proceeded, in a nearly parallel direc 
tion, by the. road leading to Talkoff-Postiloff. 
General Korfljt witli a strong division that occupied 
the town, and the suburb of St. Petersburgh, was 
to form the great rear guard, and to defend him* 
self against every attack, until he had advice that 
the rest of the army had cleared the French tines. 
He was then to destroy all that might be semcea- 
ble to the enemy, and evacuate the town. Platoff, 
with his Cossacs, was to follow this body ; and 
form a chain of detached corps between Proudichi 
and Doukoflachina. 

The dreadful hours of destruction rolled on ; 
and . the ruin and death of thousi^ds became the 
horrible marks of French aggression. Invasion 
was without, patriotism within ; and hosts continu- 
ed to &I1 on both sides. Many attempts were made 
by the enemy to carry by assault the walls, which 
were now beginning to give way ; but what stone 
could not withstand, the courage of men breast- 
ed, and the assailants were repulsed at every at- 
tack. 

The interior of this once beautiful and flourish- 
ing capital of the government of Smolenzk, began 
to present a scene heart-rending to the eye of a 
common spectator, but glorious to that of the pat- 
riot. Every magazine was destroyed; every edi- 
fice fired, which could offer the means of re- 
source to the enem^. The inhabitants, (at least all 
that chose to remain behind those who had retired 
to the heights) were the first to put their torches to 
this hard duty. The flames spread rapidly t^orougfa 
every quarter ; and the houses which were built of 
vrood, quickly conducted its direful influences over 
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the vfho\e extent of this once fine city, whose cen« 
tre now balzed forth^ in vkst volumes of fire and 
smoke. 

Napoleon in his report of this event, gives a per- 
fect idea of its appearance, in these words :-^" In 
the midst of a fine night in August, Smolenzk of- 
fered to the eyes of the French, the spectacle that 
presents itself to the inhabitants of Naplas, during 
an irruption pf Viesuvius." 

During thp ever memorable defence of the city 
against so superior a force as was then brought 
against it, no troops were more distinguished for 
their unreceding valour and eflfective service than a 
large body of the newly-raised Russian militia. Its 
intrepidity and discipline would have added firesh 
laurels to the most veteran brows. 

Two hours after this tremendous conflagration 
commenced, General Korff destroyed the com- 
munication with the right bank of the Dneiper, 
and then followed the ^teps of the leading columns. 
The enemy perceiving that the Russian army was 
in full retread and that the firing fi'om the walls 
had gradually subsided, advanced ; and, without 
fiirther resistance, took possession of the city in 
the morning of the 18th of August. 

No pen can describe the rage of Napoleon on 
beholding the spectacle which presented itself. 
The spactoui^ streets were blocked up with ruined 
and falling houses, and magnificent buildings were 
blazing in every direction, threatening the total con- 
sumption of those that remained yet uninjured. To 
preserve some means of quartering his troops, the 
French leader immediately ordered every exertion 
to stop the progress of the flames. The men em- 
ployed in this service, gave themselves little trouble 
in their duty ; and aware that the extent of the 
mischief already done would render their disobe- 
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.dience less observed, instead of attemptiog to ex* 
tioguish the fires by which they were surrounded, 
they spread themselves all over the city wherever 
the burning destruction had not seized ; and, en- 
tering the houses and the churches, pillaged what- 
ever valuables they found, and murdered with the 
most unheard of cruelties, all whom accident or 
attachment to their native city had left in their pas- 
sage. Time, therefore, was the sole extinguisher 
of this immense conflagration ; and it was not un- 
til the evening of the 19th, that the flames of this 
sacrifice expired, and Smolenzk became enshroud- 
ed in a veil of black smoke. 

Buonapart6 had always considered the posses- 
sion of this city as one of Ids first objects in the 
Russian invasion. Such a station would be full of 
advants^e to bis troops. Indeed he was so tho- 
roughly aware of its utility, that he thus expresses 
himself on the subject : 

*' Smolenzk may be considered as one of the finest 
cities in Russia, and of the most commanding situa- 
tion. Had it not been for the circumstances of 
war, which involved it in flames, and consumed 
its magazines filled with merchandize, this city 
would now be regarded as one of the richest re- 
sources of our army. But even in its present ruin^ 
ed state, it puts us in possession of a formidable 
military post, and its remaining buildings afford 
excellent bospitals for the sick.'" 

The French leader was not more sensible of the 
value of the treasures contained in Smolenzk, than 
were its inhabitants; and to disappoint him of 
their use, what could not be removed, they sacri- 
ficed to the preservation of their country. To the^e 
patriots pothing seemed too precious to resign for 
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so dear a stake. Whether it be wealth or even t^ef 
bread from their lips, or the roof that sheltered 
them, or the vital blood of their hearts, all were 
deemed as nought in comparison with the venerat- 
ed laws of their empire, their fealty to their lords, 
and their independence from threatened usurpa- 
tion. What c^a man lay down more than his life, in 
evidence of his principle ? And this the Russian^ 
from the prince to the peasant, was ready, and did 
lay down, in the cause of the empire and of the 
world. 

Napoleon, in passing over the ashes of these sac- 
rifices at Smolenzk, was often heard to exclaim, 
" Never was a war prosecuted with such ferocity ! 
Never did defence pot on so hostile a shape against 
the common feelings of self-preservation ! These 
people treat their own country as if they were its 
enemies !** 

But in some cases there is no defence unless we 
put all to the hazard, and immolate a part to preserve 
the whole. Narrow policy is the principle of ruin. 

The loss of human lives during this tremendous 
contest was immense. Not less than one hundred 
thousand men must have been engaged in the bat- 
tle, and attack and defence of tiie town ; and, 
from the obstinacy with which the combat was 
maintained, the deaths became very numerous. 
Four thousand fell on the Russian side, amongst 
whom were many brave officers^ though none 
of distinguished name. Their wounded amounted 
to about two thousand. The Russian Comman- 
der-in-chief, in his report of this affair, observes — 
'' Although our loss is so serious, yet we have reason 
to congratulate ourselves that it bears no proportion 
to the incalculable loss of the enemy, whose rash- 
ness during his repeated attacks, threw away the 
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lives of his meu with an indifference not to be dr^ 
dited." 

The French account of their loss is absurdly 
trifling ^ and we can only wonder, when the cir- 
cumstances of the affair are considered, how the 
writer of it could have the folly to suppose it 
would be believed. He states that Napoleon lost 
no more than seven hundred in killed I He allows 
of three thousand two hundred wounded ; but 
closes the bulletin with the exaggeration, that, 
while the French slain were so few, the Russians 
lost to the number of fourteen thousand, seven 
hundred men I 

This statement is made in the usual t<*rench style ; 
and while we read it, and others relating the small 
damage they incur in even the most sanguinary con- 
flicts, we can only be surprised at finding, in per- 
haps the next report, that this invulnerable band of 
heroes- feel the necessity of being recruited. 

Possession of even the burning site of Smolenzk 
was not to be gained on such easy terms. .The 
manner of the attack, and the determination of its 
defence, are sufficient evidences that the assailing 
power must have suffered the greater loss in lives. 
The Russians, when the suburbs were attacked, 
were in a great degree covered by their entrench- 
ments, while the enemy's troops were advancing 
for i considerable length of time completely expos- 
ed to the galling and heavy fire of the artillery and 
fimall arms. It was here that the French fell in 
Iiundreds. But when the conflict took place in 
the lines, then the entrenchments became heaped 
with their dead and dying. The French report 
bannot but give some shadow of the truth in this 
respect It says, '' the field of battle presented to 
the eyes of two hundred thousand persons, who 
Can attest it, heaps of slain, where the body of 
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one Frenchman lay upon the bleeding relics of 
seven or eight of his fallen enemies." 

This representation has only to be reversed, and 
it will be found a true statement of the proportion 
of the slain, giving the greater numbers of the dead, 
as was the fact, to the French side. The informa- 
tion given by Spanish deserters, and prisoners ta- 
ken at the time, leave it beyond a doubt that Napole- 
on lost far more men on that bloody day, than he 
deemed prudent to acknowledge in his bulletins. 
The true report would have been nearer thirteen 
thousand in killed and wounded, than three thou- 
sand; and in this number we do not include 
several Generals, three of whom Buonaparte owns 
to have fallen. 

Smolenzk was now in the hands of the invader. 
But all the trophies it yielded to his glory were 
its cannon, and the smouldering ashes of its once 
populous streets. He and his Generals took up 
their residence in the episcopal palace, which had 
escaped the flames ; and the troops were ordered 
to seek repose in any buildmgs they might find 
standing. The churches that remained unhurt, 
were appropriated to the use of the cavalry. > 

Had Napoleon entered Russia with the wishes 
of its inhabitants, this last measure would have 
been sufficient to turn their good will to detesta- 
tion. The sight of a licentious soldiery bursting 
into the holy edifices, tearing down the decorations, 
breaking open the wardrobes, and violating the 
consecrated vestments and vessels of the altar, 
struck to their hearts with amaze and horror. But 
when they beheld the horses pass the sacred thresh- 
old, their vehement indignation is not to be de- 
scribed. Their expressions were answerable to 
their feelings ; and the few, who yet survived the 
fate . of their city, were made to shed their blood 
14* 
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\uth iheir tears before the doors of their defiled 
churches. 

Such a zeal may appear extravagant to professors 
of a less enthusiastic religion ; and many may turn 
from its emotions and its {sacrifices >Tith contempt. 
But it in^ould be well to judge men, not by tne 
light ^ve ourselves have received, but by that which 
has been diiftpensed to them. Objects may be 
wrong, but yet the impulse right. The same spirit 
ivhich confirmed the protectant martyr at the stake, 
who died in evidence of the pure doctrines of 
Christianity, brought the pious sou of the Greek 
chorch to.reseirt, at the peril of his life, the pollo^, 
tion of the place consecrated to the worship of his 
Creator. God said, " My bouse is the house of 
prayer, but ye have made it a den of thieves." 
Such' a sacrilege was not tolerated by the founder 
of our religion ; and it becomes not the disciple to 
pretend to more liberality on this subject than his^ 
divine Master. 

The honest Rnssian regards the temple of his 
God with a reverence so ijreat that nothing is suf- 
fered to ai^proacb its walls, that can defile them 
even in idea ; and therefore it is not surprising that 
when t^ie violation ot the churches of Smolenzk 
was known throughout the empire, th6 hatred of 
the people should be augmented a hundred folct 
against the invader and his sanguinary followers. 



Tir& Russian army, covered by the corps of 
Generals Korff and Platoff, contmued for many 
hours to move towards its destined point without 
molestation. The precaution of destroying the 
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(bridges across the Dneiper, for some time prevent- 
jed the advance of the French in the same direction. 
But Napoleon, ivith his usual promptitude had, on 
observing the gradual withdrawing of the Russians 
from the heights, ordered a bridge to be thrown 
over the river much hidier than the site of the old 
ones» ai^d considerably to the right of the town. 
The work was carried on with so much alacrity^ 
that it was nearly completed at the same moment 
in which the last of Barclay de Tolly's rear guard 
were quitting the suburbs. 

When a communication was thus opened with 
J^e opposite bank, (.and which BuonapartS render- 
ed still more free by setting his men to repair, with 
all expedition^ the demolished bridges ;) the French 
passed over in a strong body under the command 
of Marshal Ney. His orders were to overtake, and 
attack the retiring division of the Russians ; while 
the corps of Junot and Davoust, supported by the 
whole of the cavalry under Murat and Beauhar- 
nois, were to move upon Douchoffachina, and pro- 
ceed to the right bank by the newly constructed 
bridge, and then continue their march to the high 
road, betwen Valitiqa Gora and Lavachina, lead- 
ing to Moscow. At this point they hoped to cut 
off the rear-guard of the Russians from the main 
army ; and, in consequence of such a loss, reduce 
that army to such extremities as to throw it com- 
pletely into their power. 

General Baron Rorff, in making his retiring 
movements marched along the heights in two co- 
lumns, in a direction to the point where the two 
roads branched off. On these roads the Russian 
troops which preceded him, had taken their route ; 
and on the spot where the ways separated, he was 
|o station himself, that he might covet both. 
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Not an arc of the so rapid advance of the Frencli 
upon this very track, the Baron i^as surprised to 
find bis forward parties fall back. They exj^ained 
their check by giving information that the enemy 
had gained the right shore of the Boresthenes in 
great force, and Mere spreading themselves be* 
tween him and his proposed line of march. - 

In this critical situation, nothing was left but to 
endeavour to maintain his present position ; not 
doubting but that the Commander-in-chief, on find- 
iog the rear-guard had been attacked, would lose 
no time in sendmg troops to its support. Accord- 
ing to this resolution, KorfT ordered the right co- 
Junm to form on the ground where it then stood ; 
and the left to station itself on a commanding point 
close to , the town of Yalitina. Prompt as the 
troops were in obeying these directions, they were 
not completely executed before another body of 
the enemy appeared on the Smolenzk side. These 
new corps waited not an instant, but attacked the 
Bussians with a sudden and tremendous shock. 
This was the signal for a general assault in the other 
quarter. 

Ney's troops bc^n the business, by charging the 
rear of the right column of the Russians before it 
had tkne to finish its formation. He made the on- 
set with the bayonet ; it being his design by the 
surprise and impetuosity of his movement, to drive 
thern from their ground. 

General Korff perceiving the difficulties of his 
sitiiation increase, judged it prudent to release 
himself, if possible, from these unequal and des- 
perate encounters, by making a junction with his 
left column, which was forming very rapidly^ and 
had already opened a heavy fire upon tlie advancr 
ing bodies of «the enemies. To this effect he order? 
ed two battalions supported by several guns, to 
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remaia on his present ground, to cover his move- 
ment while retiring upon the other column. 

The brave men selected for this duty, perform- 
ed it with unshaken firmness, notwithstanding the 
most violent efforts to dislodge them ; nor did they 
recede one step, imtil their General had gained his 
object ; although to ensure it, nearly one half of 
their undaunted comrades sacrificed their lives. 

At this crisis the rear of the Russian main army 
was not farther distant from the scene of action 
than six wersts. When the Commander-in-chief 
heard the cannonade, he justly apprehended that^is 
covering troops had been assailed, and, without 
loss of time he gave orders for Prince Eugene of 
Wirtemberg, with a strong division of infantry and 
detachments of artillery, to return to the separation 
of the two roads where General Korff's corps had 
been left. Directions wei-e also sent to Major- 
General Touchkoff, to march with a body of troops 
to the support of General Karpoff, who was at the 
village of Gedeonovo with a small corp3, occupy- 
ing the ground near the river, and close to the high 
road to Moscow. ^^ 

Prince Eugene of Wirtemberg ei(bcuted bis or- 
ders witli great ability, defeating the enemy in eve* 
ry attempt to oppose his passage to the attainment 
of his object. 

General Korff, on seeing himself so powerfully 
reinforced, and still maintaining his advantageous 
position believed himself sufficiently strong to defy 
the utmost efforts of the enemy to dislodge him. 
The French, however, dared the enterprize ; and 
a heavy column moved forwards towards the centre 
of the Russian fi'ont. It was supported by two 
others which, on the opposing line being broken, 
was to close in and complete the destraction. 
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Owing to the cotnmaiiding situation of the Rus« 
elan ground its artillery bad a terrible effect on the 
advancing enemy, who, seeing bis men fall in bun* 
dreds, and that General Gudin, by whom they had 
been led on, lay dead on the field, commanded a 
pause in the attack. He perceived, from what had 
just happened, how vain would be the attempt to 
force Korff, who was now so well supported, from 
his formidable position ; and trying another way, 
the French leader ordered a movement to his ri^t ; 
with the intention, by falling upon the little detach- 
ment of Karpoff, of getting possession of the road 
he protected ; and of^ probably, inducing Korff 
either to come down from his present ground, or 
at least to weaken himself by dispatching troops to 
the aid of Karpoff*s division. 

The enemy advanced to this attack with a ftiry 
answerable to the magnitude of his ultimate ob- 
ject. Karpoff finding himself severely pressed, and 
nearly overwhelmed, began rapidly to fall back; 
but, happily, at this critical moment General Touch- 
koff appeared. A part of his fresh troops rushed 
on to the support of their retiring countrymen, and, 
checking the impetuosity of the French, enabled 
Karpoff to detach a donsiderable body of his caval- 
ry to the succour of his left, and also to bring up 
the remainder of his artillery. 

The enemy, though checked was not repulsed ; 
and, returnig to the attack with renewed spirit, 
they charged the Russians with their whole weight 
of cavalry. The combat was close and obstinate ; 
many gallant acts were performed on both sides, 
but neither seemed to prevail. The French object 
was to open to themselves the great road, and to 
this end Marshals Davoust, Ney, and Murat, di- 
rected all their operations against the Russiaii 
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Whilst this brave column stood its gfouud with- 
out yielding an inch. Baron Korff, observing thtf 
direction in which the enemy >vas thickening his 
i*anks, dispatched a reinforcement to the division 
of KarpofT ; and himself at the same time made a 
movement on his left, parallel with that of the ene* 
my. This he did not only to support more effec- 
tually the gallant little corps of Karpoff, but to 
firevent the designs of the French to block up his 
ine of march. 

After a conflict of many bourse, the day was far 
advanced, when part of Korff's troops, in follow- 
ing np their mancBuvres, came in upon the right of 
Touchkoff^s troops. This happy junction, aided 
by a smart fire from a thick wood well lined with 
light in&ntry, (which had been posted there to pro- 
tect the right,) had a decisive effect upon the oppo- 
site division of the enemy. Marshal Ney com- 
Hianded in this quarter. Finding his troops so hot- 
ly received^ he determined to make a strong effort to 
turn his adversary in his flank, by bringing up a 
column which had not yet been engaged. The ad- 
vance was accordingly made, and supported by 
several squadrons of horse and artillery, but all in 
vain. The strengthened corps of the Russians so 
completely baffled his endeavours, that, after two 
successive attempts, he was obliged to abandon the 
enterprize, and retire under the galling fire of his 
adversary. The contest, after this retrograde move- 
ment of the three Marshals, gradually subsided on 
the part of the French ; and^ by twelve o'clock at 
night (August 19th,) the Russians were left in 
quiet possession of the disputed way. 

The Generals Korff, Touchkoff, and the Prince of 
Wirtemberg, finding themselves so entirely masters 
ef the field as to be able to move to any point with- 
out opposition, decided on marching towards the 
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I>neipelr, meaning to pass that river neal* Slob- 
Pneva. 

Xhis hard-fought day cost both armies many 
lives. The Russians calculate their own loss in killed 
to amount to one thousand. Their wounded might 
be numbered at three thousand. The French slain, 
(from the disadvantageous situations in which they 
made their attacks,) must have been double that of 
their adversary's. They lost during the day, up- 
wards of thirteen hundred men, as prisoners to 
the Russians. Napoleon s reports with their usual 
delusions, will not allow of this, but estimate the 
loss in their lines to be six hundred killed, two 
thousand six hundred wounded, but without losing 
a man as a prisoner ! 

This gallant stand made by a corps of not more 
than forty thousand Russians, against a force of 
ninety thousand men, astonished the discomfited 
enemy, and filled the adjacent country with confi- 
dence. If so much could be done by so small a 
body of resolute soldiers, what might not be ex-» 
pected from the accumulated and eoncentrated 
force of the empire ! 

As it is the custom of the French ruler always to 
claim the laurels of the field, it is not out of course 
that he should place upon his head the bloody wreath 
of this ; but in the midst of his assumption he 
cannot forbear owning it as a hard-earned victory, 
as one of the most brilliant fails d'armes ever re- 
corded in military histoiT. The. plan of the Rus- 
sians, in this campaign, of falling back into their 
country, until the time and the circun^tances 
should unite by which they might pour certain de- 
struction on their invaders, afforded Napoleon a 
ground for his assumption of every victory, and as- 
sisted in the impositions his reports were framed 
to put on the world. At least such was the effect 



Digitized by 



Google 



113 

on soperficial observers. But t grand and compre- 
jhensive and conclusive plan was that of Russia at 
thi3 cHsis ; and to maintain it, they as readily left 
the fiqld of triumph as of discomfiture. It is too 
much the practice to judge of men and schemes 
more in the detail, than by the great result ; and 
hence come rash and unjust decisions. 

In the midst of all Napoleon's boasts of uninter- 
rupted victory, one circumstance was ever present 
to contradict him ; the barrenness of his conquests ! 
He /ound no pillage, no trophies witli which to 
stimulate his soldiers, or to flatter the vapities of 
his people. He had told his troops that they should 
gather the riches of every province they passed 
over. But, instead of satiating themselves with 
rapine, they found wasted lands and deserted vil- 
lages. He :cheered the disappointed multitude 
with the assurance that they should indemnify 
themselves with the wealth of Smolenzk. They 
advanced to its walls, and met only a heap of burn- 
ing ruins. Impatience and discontent now began 
to murmur throughout the French soldiery. Many 
of them remembered the spoils of Italy and of 
Germany. All of them repeated the expectations 
with which they were filled on marching into Rus- 
sia. Their fatigues and dangers were to be reward- 
ed with the harvests of the fields, the wealth of the 
eiUes, the treasures of the churches, and the abun- 
dance of the whole empire spread at their feet ! 
Day after day passed away, and still no part of 
these grand promises was performed. Every step 
the French army advanced into the country cover- 
ed the earth with their bleeding bodies ; and show- 
ed to the survivors, nothing but the traces of de- 
struction. 

The eflfects of the Russian mode of defence were 
seriously felt even at Vitepsk, by the enemy. Ma- 
15* 
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iiy liuudi*eds of his 'disappoiated mMieM dMftMM 
to the army of Coant Vigtensteiti ; and, it was not 
ivithout the most extraordinary efforts tba* th^ 
French leader cbuld check this dispcttitiott ki ids 
men, so ruinous, not only to his plresent scheme of 
aggrandisement, but to the stability of hts powear 
in general. Threats of the inost tremeiidous pun- 
ishments, were denouikced oA the delinquents ; and 
the largest promises reiterated to them who would 
remain faithful. Moscow wte named as the ulti- 
mate reward of the patr^nce and perseverii^ cou- 
rage of his men, Fron) the aiicient palaces of that 
imperiaf city, he^^ pledged himself that they should 
s€^ him' stani^ the dictator of peace or war, not- 
only to Ac il^holte empire but to all Europe. The 
glory of his skehievemeitt shonM be his reward ; 
while they should find theirs in the accumulated 
riches of ages, the hoarded possessions of princes 
£knd nobles, the treasuries of the priesthood, and 
the spoil of the people at large.- Thus did the ge- 
nius of diesolation hail on his myiteidons to follow 
his step» to the pillage of nations, the violation of 
women, the mui^der ^ infants, s(nd the carnage of 
men. 

On the morning of the 20th of Augnst, at about 
one o'clock, the ttnssians moved from tbeir vieto- 
rious field, and I'eached Sfob^Pneva, a distance <rf 
thntf wefsts, without being molested by even the 
sight of ah eftemy. In their march they took care 
to i^emlcr the roads they passed over, ittpractkaUe 
tb ^y ^ho might wish to follow them. They de- 
ftroyed no less than five bridges ; and took every 
Other precaution^ to^ impede Aie pr(^ress of the in- 
vader. 

On the T9th of August; the rear of the columns 
of the main army hud crossed the Boristttenes at 
the same place, leaving a considerabfe party of 
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light ^valry and irregular troops, on the right bank 
of the rhrei:, to ke^p up a communication with Bar 
jron Vinzingorode. That General had been detach- 
ed with ei^t thousand men^ to the neighbourhood 
of Boucho&hina, there to watch the motions of 
the enemy ; and be a check on him, in case he 
should be incli^^d tp send a corps from that towc^ 
in the directioq of Bealoy and Zubtzofl^ to threaten 
the city of Twer. 

When the first army reached the vicipity of Do- 
rogobouche, the Commander-in-chief took up his 
ground about ten wersts from that city, on the 
right bank of the river Ouja, near the village of 
Ousviat Here he made dispositions to oppose the 
progress of die eneniy, should he not have been 
completely checked by the Russian rear guard. 

Prince Bragation had already arrived at Dorogo* 
bonche, but was ordered to resume his march, and 
form upon Barclay de Tolly's left, close to the vil- 
lage of Savino. Hp was, however, directed to 
leave a very strong detachment, bpth of cavalry 
and infantry, on the r^ht bai)k of the Dneiper, be<r 
fore Dorogoboufd^e. Afajor-General Neveroffsky 
(Command^ this detachiiieqt. 

On the evening of the S(8d of August, the rear 
guards gained the position ocqupied by the first 
and second armies now united* About three hours 
ifitet diis complete juBptioQ, very strong parties of 
the eqemy were dispovered ; and their first ap« 
pe^raace was soon followed by the threatening ap« 
proach of a formidable body towards the Russian 
If ft flank. The eneiny's intention seemed to be to 
turn this p^rtof the kqperial line, and to ci|t off Its 
^ommunicatioa with the road oq which it might 
mean to retire. ^ 

The Cowmmder^in-chief haviitf gained the ob- 
J«et of his waiting, (the arrival of his rear guard,) 
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gave orders for the army to move, and fall back 
upon Dorogobouche, They obeyed, and were at 
the destined place about midnight. Here the 
ground was found as unfinvorable, as that the army 
had just quitted, to turn any attack to advantage. 
Barclay de Tolly, therefore, after strengthening 
his covering divisions, put all into motion again; 
and marshalling his army into three colnmns, or-- 
dered the centre to keep the great road towards 
Semlevo ; the right under Bragation to advance to 
Loujki by the way of Boy an ; and the left to pro- 
ceed through Konoushkino to Fanassievo. At 
these points they respectively arrived on the 26th 
of August, and then halted to observe the move- 
ments of the enemy. 

The corps under Baron Vinzingorode, finding the 
French advancing on them from Douchoffchina, 
immediately proceeded to Bealoy, and by occupy- 
ing that place tlie more effectually secured their 
communication with Twer. They also maintainM 
a free interchange with Wiazma(, by the means of 
a detachment of Cossacs, and some regular troops 
under the command of Major-General Krasnoff, 
who kept a vigilant watch over the road. 

After th^ retreat of the Russian rear-guard the 
enemy lort no time in following its steps. His ad-^ 
vanced parties found themselves close upon its 
heels, a few wersts from Ouja ; and the rest of their 
army being in rapid march, they did not doubt 
but on this spot they would make Russia tremble. 

The French came on in three columns. The left 
was composed of troops of Beauharnois ; the cen- 
tre, of those commanded by Marshals Davoust, 
Ney, and Murat. The right was formed by the 
corps under. Prince Poniatofsky. ^ 

Scarcely a shot had been fired for many wersts. 
And, it was not until the covering corps of the 
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Russians arrived on the margin of the Osma, (which 
river crosses the main road behind Rouibki,) that 
any fighting re-commenced. But here a party of 
Murat's cavalry furiously charged two battalions of 
Russian infantry which occupied Rouibki, and 
obliged them to pass the river. At the same mo- 
ment aqother detachment of the rear-guard was at- 
tacked at Snamenskoy by a superior force ; but id 
spite of their disadvantage they maintained the 
post for several hours, and then, after a trifling loss, 
fell back in good order. 

On the 27tb of August the first and second army 
again united near Wiazma, but still the Command- 
er-in-chief did not judge the ground suitable to 
military operations. He gave orders that every 
magazine, and every article in the town that might 
be useful to the * enemy, should be destroyed. 
Nearly the whole of its inhabitants, on hearing of 
the fate of Smolenzk, had collected their valuables, 
and like the natives of the fallen city, fled for refuge 
to places more remote from the foot of invasion. 
Flames now appeared in the depopulated streets, 
as another proof to the unsheltered French soldiery 
that they should find no roof of rest within thfe 
country they had filled with so many catamities. 

When the Russian rear-guard passed through 
the devoted town, they put the final stroke to the 
eager hopes of their enemy, by destroying the 
bridges which cross the mazma river, as it tra- 
verses the city in three different directions. 

The whole Russian force continued its march 
upon Zarevo-Zalomichi, where Barclay de Tolly 
commanded his troops to halt, and posted both 
armies. On his left, he occupied LotBouy, and his 
right was stationed before the village of Trakova. 
He had also a Strong avant-guard at Mittau, a vil- 
lage about eighteen wersts in his front. 
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Tbod was ntaated the Russian force, vhea Bof^ 
clay de Tolly received a courier, annouiicing to 
his Excellency, that the Prince Qolenistsheff Kou- 
toosoff was appointed in bis stead, Comnoander-in- 
cbief of the whole Imperial army. 



Prince GoLENisTSHErp Koutousoff, whosi^ 
military life has been crowned with tbe most meritr 
ed success, was now called upon to head his coun* 
try's heroes, and to lead them on to victory and imw 
mortal fame. The voice of the nation cried aloud 
for this great Captain again tO' command in that 
^eld where he had already gained so many laurels. 
The renewal of his services was claiined by the no* 
bility and the people. And, although so short a 
time had elapsed siiice he sought repose after qlosir 
ing with honour the toilsome war on tbe Danube, 
he was again appointed, by his Imperial Majesty 
Ales^ander, to assert tbe rights of the empire, and 
was sent on the 20th of August, to sustain thf 
chief command of the army opposed to Napoleon. 

The demonstration of universal joy, on thf 
knowledge of his appointment being made public^ 
was unbounded ; and the soldiery were not back** 
ward in expressing their feelings on the event. Un«- 
der him many tiiousands of tbe veterans of tbe 
army bad often been shown the road to vipCory, and 
now their hearts beat hikh with the hope of agai9 
proving themselves worthy the command of sudii ^ 
chief. 

This General was now of an age when, in the 
nsual constitntion of man, the eneiigies of nature 
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^egin to feel the efibcts of a long and care^ctfti 
life ; but he eeemed privileged ; as if heaven had 
destined him to his latest hour, to enjoy, for the 
benefit of his country, all the ardours and activity 
of youth. More than seventy years had passed 
Over his head, yeao^ of severe service, in which he 
had been exposed to the most trying climates, and 
to every vicissitude of war, being several times dan* 
gerously wounded. But with all this, the powers 
of his Aind were not lesseiied,^ nor the strength of 
his body impaired. 

He arrived from St. Petersbni^ at head-quar- 
ters, on the 29fii of Ac^ust, when the command 
of the army ^a» given up to him. That moment 
was hailed with acclamations by all ranks ; and in 
the confideaice of his countrymen he received the 
dearest meed of his high military talents, and the 

Ellis to which be had exposed himself in their use. 
is predecessor, Barrclay de Tolly, took the com- 
mand of a division. 

InPrioee KontottsoflTsjourjiey from St. Peters- 
bmgh he passed through Moscow, where he stop- 
ped a few hours, and had an interview with the mili- 
tary Crovemour Count Rastapchin. In this confe- 
r^ice much momentous matter, relative to future 
measunes, was settled ; and the Governour was re- 
quested to hasten the reinforcements of new raised 
militia in the governments of Moscow and Kalou- 
ga. At this time a valuable corps of reserve, un- 
der General Miloradovitch, were on their march. 
The Prince directed that the whole should proceed 
upon Mojaisk. 

On the new Commander^nkchief 's arrival at the 
Zarevo-Zalomichi, he found that the Russian posi- 
tion there was very unfavourable for awaiting, to 
advantage, the approach of the enemy. He 
saw tl^ the troops were fotigued^ and much 
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weak^ied ih physidal strength, by their long and 
harrassiQg marches, and by their continued fight* 
ing ; and aware of, the necessity of affording them 
some repose before he shopld bring them to the 
action he meditated, he put the whole, army in 
motion, to seek some place of security where they 
might revive in rest, and await the junction of the 
expected reinforcements. 

On the morning of the 80th pf August, Prince 
Koutousoff set his troops in motion. He advanc- 
ed through the city of Gchatz, and halted on the 
.1st of September, in the vicinity of the village of 
Borodino, about twelve wersts from th^ <»ty of 
Mojaisk. He was now on the great road which 
leads direct to Moscow. On this ground his Excel- 
lency determined to form, and await the arrival of 
the enemy. He foresaw that longer to defer a bat- 
tle would be impossible ; and that he could not 
find a more advantageous field between him and 
the ancient capital of the empire. He was fully 
aware of what would be the ultimate effect on the 
great cause, of the issue of this first general con- 
test between the Emperor's and the invader's ar- 
mies. The whole experience of his veteran life, 
all the determination of his brave heart, and every 
exertion of exhortation and example were called 
fcrth to prepare his impatient troops tQ meet, not 
only with ardour, but with unreceding resolution 
the awful events of the expected day. The rein- 
forcements had arrived, consisting of the militia, 
commanded by Count Markoff, and the division of 
regular troops under General Miloradovitch, which 
were intended to recruit the regiments of the line 
that had suffered loss in the late affairs. 

From the time the enemy learnt that the Com- 
mander-in-chief of the Russian army vvas Prince 
Koutousoff^ be became more circumspect in his 
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movements ; and, in consequence, the parties of his 
advance kept at a cautious distance from those of 
the Russian left. 

Nearly five days elapsed before the French 
leader was seen in any force. Prince Koutousoff 
omitted not to take advantage of the awe with 
which he had inspired his adversaries : and he em- 
ployed this time of their hesitation in refreshing his 
troops, equalizing the newly arrived, and strengthen- 
ing with redoubts the vulnerable parts of his posi- 
tion. He assembled his Generals, and stating to 
them the dispositions he was about to make, found 
that their confidence was equal to his own in the 
intrepidity of the Russian soldier ; and that their 
own examples would not be wanting to lead their 
men to the extremest point of heroic daring. The 
universal feeling declared that the day in which 
they should encounter the concentrated legions^ 
of France, should be one of immortal glory to 
Russia. 

The face of the country which surrounded the 
Russian position, was in general fiat, but Koutou- 
soff had chosen a ground which possessed con- 
siderable inequalities, and was covered at certain 
points with wood. The Commander-in-chief did 
not neglect these advantages. The village of Boro- 
dino is situated near the high road ; and^ at a short 
distance from it, runs a rather deep ravine, through 
which flows the small river Koloya that empties 
itself into the Moskva at three wersts distance. 
Koutousoff fixed on this ravine as a protection to 
his right and centre, which were under the com- 
mands of Barclay de Tolly and Benningsen. The 
Prince 8 left, given to the resolute valour of Braga- 
tion, was stationed so as to stretch to the village 
of Semenofka. This post was eminently that of 
danger, its natural position being much less secure 
16* 
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than that of the right. It was liable to be easilf 
turned, by the old road nrmiing from Smoleiizk to 
Mojaisk. To remedy, as far as circumstances 
%voilld admit this dfeaitvaritage, several redoubts 
and batteries were began to be constructed without 
loss of time. Some were to guard the left of the 
I'illage, oth(^r& were' planted along the elevated 
ground in the rear of the line, and one was placed 
on a detached height about the distance of a 
irannoti shot in the front. This last work was 
independent of the others, and • merely intended 
to divert and keep the enemy from closing sudden- 
ly upon the Russian left. Should it be taken, the 
loss would not materially weaken the general 
strength of the protecting works, nor at all injure 
the great arrangements for the day ; on the contra- 
ry, the seizure of the fort would cost the enemy both 
lime, and the lives of many of his troops. 

The army was thus disposed on the 5th of Sep^ 
tember. About two o'clock on that day, the enemy 
was seen advancing in gi-eat force. The defensive 
.works of the Russians were scarcely completed, 
when the French reconnoitering parties were first 
observed, and these were succeeded by such heavy 
bodies of cavalry and infantry moving forward on 
the enemy's right, and opposed to the Russian left, 
that Koutousoff soon discovered hostilities would 
commence upon his most vulnerable quarter. 

Napoleon had reached Wiazma on the 30th of 
August. His army, continuing its march in three 
columns, passed through Gchatz on the 1st of 
September. They found the place in the same de- 
solated state with the otlier cities, which their in- 
>^adiug feet had profaned. But mined as it was, 
they remained there, and in its vicinity, until the 
4th of tlie mouth. The French leader gives as a 
reason for this halt, that his troojys had need of re- 
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pose. But the real cause was his respect for the 
warlike abilities of the Russian Commander-in- 
chief, which obliged him now to consider e^ery step 
that he took. 

On the morning of the 4tb, he again moved for* 
ward, and posted himself near the village of Gred- 
niva. At dawn, the succeeding day, he pursu- 
ed the same course, and about noon on the 5th, 
came in sight of the Russian lines. Reconnoiter- 
ing parties were sent out in alt directions, and their 
information decided Napoleon to do, just what the 
Russian General wished, to commence hostilities 
by attacking the work in advauce of Prince Braga- 
tion^g division. 

The rear-guard of KoutousofT had been confid- 
ed to Lieutenant-General Konovuitzen, and the 
greater part of it was still at some short distan(!;e in 
front of the Russian left when the French com- 
menced their operations. About two o'clock these 
troops found themselves warmly attacked by tlie 
avant-gnard of the enemy, bnt they gave it a recep- 
tion which hotly answered its charge, till they 
could fail back under the cover of tlie redoubt, to the 
line of Bragation. The Commander-in-chief, ob- 
serving these manoeuvres, dispatched a considera- 
ble body to strengthen the menaced work on the 
height, and likewise to well man the thicket by 
which it was surrounded. A corps of infantry and 
artillery was posted on the ground behind, to sup- 
port their comrades in the redoubt, which had not 
been quite completed, from the hardness of the 
ground impeding the workmen. 

The enemy with formidable bodies of infantry 
and cavalry, pushed across the little stream of the 
Kaloya, and made their advances towards Braga- 
tion s line. The redoubt stood in their way ; and 
the attack began at this point with fury ou their 
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side. It was sustained with finpiiess by the Rus- 
sians, who looked v itb intrepid coolness on the 
consolidated masses of their enemies advancing to* 
wards theui with fixed bayonets. When the French 
can^e within gun-shot, a heavy fire from the Rus- 
sian cannon and musketry in the redoubt, a little 
checked tlieir impetuosity. The wood was also at^ 
tempted to be carried at tb# same time. Prince 
Poniatofsky, meanwhile, by a movement considera- 
bly to his right, gained the left of the point in dis- 
pute, and detached a force in adyance, to make an 
assault in that quarter. But they were greeted, as 
their comrades had been, with heavy discharges of 
artillery and small arms. The first party which 
had been engaged and repulsed, took heart at the 
advance of Poniatofsky, and renewed their charge* 
This double attack produced the most desperate 
resistance, and individual acts of valour worthy 
the brave Prince who posted them there. 

The enemy at last gained the unfinished and un- 
palisadoed fosse, and the fight became a contest 
between man and man. Guns were overthrown : 
the cavalry became intermixed indiscriminately 
with the infanti*^ : every soldier met his enemy 
breast to breast, and grappled together till one or 
both of them sunk oppressed with wounds. Fresh 
troops arrived to the support of each, and the po* 
sition was lost and retaken by BragatiOn's soldiers 
Jbur times. In the midst of this carnage night sepa- 
rated the combatants, and left the bloody field in 
the possession of theenemy. 

The column in reserve had not remained an un- 
moved spectator of this noble defence ; but dis- 
patching some of its troops, they made several 
brijiiant charges, whilst the infantry attacking part 
of Poniatofsky s corps, completely succeeded in 
forcir^ them back, and. to leav^ eight pieces of 
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cannon in the bands of the Russians, besides ma- 
ny prisoners. 

On the enemy having succeeded against the re- 
doubt, Koutousoff ordered the left wing to fall 
back nearer to the heights in order that their cover- 
ing batteries might have more power in assisting this 
division should it be attacked next day. 

The whole of the 6th of September was spent 
by both parties io making preparations for the in- 
evitable conflict ; preparations which appeared 
rather meant for an extirpation than a battle. 

Napoleon, amidst his other dispositions, did not 
fail to turn to advantage his recently acquired pos- 
session of the redoubt in front of his enemy's left. 
He covered the height on which it stood with ar- 
tillery, aAd erected, during the night, * two other 
batteries opposite the Russian centre. These works 
{contained a hundred connon in each. He also 
formed batteries on his left, which presented a 
range of four hundred guns ready to open at a 
wowl. Besides these, detachments of artillery 
were distributed amongst the troops, which com* 
pleted a complement of guns, amounting to 
more than a thousand. This prodigious mass 
of destructive implements, was more than equalled 
by the magnitude of the army with which it was 
supported. It appeared to blacken the land, and 
to stretch even to the horizon. 

Having thus strengthened his own left, Napoleon 
directed his chief attention towards the left of his 
adversary, which he rightly deemed the least protect* 
ed of his line.* In order to make the attack more 
effectual, he brought the great body of his troops, 
under his best Generals, up to his right, for he was 
well informed of the brave spirit he bad to oppose 
in Prince*Bragation, the comander of the division 
he 60 ^rmidably menaced. f 
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Prince Koutousoff %vas equally prompt He 
opposed the preparations wUch threatened his left, 
by drawing to its support his principal force. This 
array was quickly formed into two lines of infantry, 
strengthened with artillery, and backed by nearly 
the whole of his cavalry. The squadrons of guards 
remained in reserve between the centre and the left, 
sustained by another division of infantry. At the 
extremity of the position on the left, was a low and 
thickset wood. In this a strong body of light 
troops, and part of the militia of Moscow, were sta* 
tioned, with orders to act on the old Smolenzk 
road, by attacking the enemy on the right and rear, 
should he endeavour to turn the Russian left. 
"While making these dispositions in one quarter, 
this consummate General attended equafly to eve- 
ry part of the field ; and, by his directions, the 
centre received an essential protection by the erec- 
tion of a suite of heavy guns on a straight ridge in 
its vicinity, which was also connected with the for^ 
tified ground and batteries that covered Braga* 
tion's army. That Prince also received additional 
security from the completion of another redoubt in 
his neighbourhood, of thirty pieces of cannon. 

Tlie day was fast closing, when the veteran hero, 
surrounded by his Generals, passed along the line. 
He had previously ordered the holy picture, so en- 
thusiastically revered, and which had been saved 
from the sacrilegious hands of the enemy at Smo- 
lenzk, to precede him, borne by the priests of the 
army. On its approach, every head was uncover- 
ed, the sacred form of the cross waved on the 
breasts of thousands along the extended line, and 
the most awful silence prevailed. Tears fell from 
the eyes of the soldiery. They were not tears of 
grief, but the tribute of that pure religious feeling, 
which, at times, flevatejs with heavenly emotions 
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even the lidmblest Russian individual.' By these 
consecrated mementos, the whole army inwardly 
vowed to maintain their country's rights to the last 
drop of their blood ; and with one impulse they 
called upon the Divine Being, whose image they 
contemplated, to assist them in overthrowing their 
enemies. The feelings of the venerable Koutou- 
soffcan scarcely be expressed. His brave heart 
beat in true unison with those of his soldiers, and 
he tha& addressed them : 

<« BROTHERS AND FELLOW SOLDIEQS ! 

" Behold before you, in those sacred representa- 
tions of the holy objects of o«ir worship, an appeal 
which calls aloud upon heaven to unite with man 
against the tyrannic troubler of the world. Not 
content with defacing the image of God, in the 
persons of mtltions of his creatures ; this universal 
tyrant, this arch*rebel to all laws human and di* 
vine, breaks into the sanctuary, pollutes it with 
blood, overthrows its altars, tramples on its rites, 
and exposes the very ark of the Lord, (consecrated 
in these holy insignia of our church,) to all the pro- 
fanations of accident, of the elements, and of un« 
sanctified hands. Fter not then, but that the God 
whose altars have been so insulted by the very 
worm his Almighty fiat had raised from the dust, fear 
not that He will not be with you ! That He will 
not stretch forth His shield over your ranks ; and 
with the sword of Michael fight against His ene- 
mies ! 

" This is the faith in which I M'ill fight and con- 
quer ! This is tlie faith in which I would fight and 
fall, and still behold the final victory with my dy- 
ing eyes. Soldiers ! Do your part. Think on the 
buroii^ sacrifice of your cities — think of your 
wives, your ohildren,Ho0king to yon for protection* 
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-«thiiik on' your Emperor, your lords, regarding 
you as the sinews of their strength ; — and, before 
to-morrow's sun sets, write your faith and your 
fealty on the field of your country with the life's 
blood of the invader and his legions !'' 

The shout which followed this address, assured 
the veteran that his brave troops only wanted the 
signal to be given, to realize on that spot his most 
devoted wishes for Russian safety and Russian 
gloryv 



TitE night passed slowly over the wakeful heads 
of the impatient combatants. The morning of the 
7th of September at length broke, and thousands 
beheld the dawn for the last time. The moment 
was arrived when the dreadful discharge of two 
thousand guns waa to break the silence of expecta- 
tion, and arouse at once all the horrors of war. 

The French give this picture of (be opening of 
the day« 

\^ On the 7th at two o'clock in the morning, the 
Emperor Napoleon, surrounded by his Marshals, 
appeared on the position taken up the evening before. 
It had then rained, but now the sun rose without 
clouds. It is the suHof Austerlitz ! cried Ae Em- 
peror ; although hut September^ it is cold as De- 
cember in Moravia ! 

"The army received the omen. The drums 
beat ; and the order of the day was issued in these^ 
words : 
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•^ Before you is the^field you have so al'deutly de- 
nived i The victory depends upon you. It is ne- 
cessary to you. It will give you abuudance, good 
wiater quarters^, and a quick return to your coun- 
try. Conduct yourselves as when at Austerlitz, at 
Friedlaod, at Vitepsk, at Sipolenzk, and the latest 
posterity wiil cite vtrith pride your conduct on this 
day. They wilt say, ffe was in that great batlle 
under the waUs of Moscow T 

The clou^ess sun, just described by Buonapiartg, 
soon became enveloped in thick vapours ; a cir- 
cunoistance greatly to his advantage, siuoe the work 
of death was to be begun by him, and the shadoivs 
of ao indistinct light were favourable to his plan. 
He did not lose an instant, under cov.er of this veil, 
of putting it iu execution. The Generals of his vast 
army (-which amounted to one fauodred and forty 
thousand men) were all in possession of bis com* 
mands ; and ready, at the signal, to obey them. 

At four o'clock in the morning, the divisions un- 
der Marshals Davoust and Prince Poniatofsky adr 
vanced, skirting the wood on which rested the left 
of the Russian army. At six o'clock they com- 
menced the attack, supported by seventy pieces of 
cannon. A discharge of musketry, on both sides, 
succeeded. They were rapidly repeated ; and 
their voUies were soon accompanied with the loud 
roaring of a heavy fire from the redoubt which the 
French had gained the evening before. While 
the batde was thus op^ied on the Russiw left 
ihe division of Marshal Ney bore down in a 
solid column upon the centre, covering his move^ 
meats with the active service of a battery of sixty 
guns. Beauharnois, at the same time, made the 

17» 
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battle General, by closing upon the troops on the 
fight, ^'hich occupied Borodftio, 

KoutousoflTs line was firm, and well protected 
by its strengthened heights. The plans of attack 
and defence were simple ; and it was soon seen 
that the day was to be won, more by undaunted 
courage than skilful manoDurre. Where the powers 
of the head are equal in a contest, the victory must 
depend on the superiority of herat. 

General as the attack seemed, the corps of 
Prince Bragation had to sustain the accumulating 
weight of nearly half the French army ; and the 
determination shown by its cavalry was so despe- 
rate that they charged even up to the very mouths of 
the Rassiad guns^ Whole regiments of them, both 
horses and itien, were swept down by the cannon 
shot ; and all along the front of Bragation's line 
rose a breast-work of dead and dying. 

Napoleon finding that although be had continu- 
ed the attack for upwards of three hours, he was 
not yet able to make an impression, ordered up fif- 
ty additional pieces of artillery and a fresh division 
of infantry, with several regiments of dragoons, 
txhdet Count Calincourt and Murat. This new 
force rushed on over the bodies of their fallen coun- 
trymeu, and did not allow themselves to be check- 
ed until they had reached the very parapets of the 
Russian works. Their vigorous onset overturned, 
with fierce slaughter, every thing that opposed 
them, and obliged Bnagation to fall back nearer to 
the second line of the army^ 

Buonaparte, seeing the Russiatns compelled to 
this movement, determined to make it decisive of 
the fortune of the day, by immediately bringing 
forward his right, and turning the few guns he 
had found on this part of tlie entrenchments. upon 
their former masters. He also added to their 
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fttrengtli by replacing those which Bragation, on 
finding his Hne so overpoweringly pushed by num- 
bers, had taken off with his retiring troops. 

Koutousoff, seeing his left so dangerously pres- 
sed, sent forward a formidable reinforcement froqn 
his second line, to support the dauntless front 
which Bragation slill presented to the enemy. With 
this aid, which chiefly consisted of grenadiers from 
the reserve, and a body of cavalry composed of hu- 
laas and cuirassiers, the brave Prince advanced 
rapidly towards the ground so lately wrested from 
him, and which he was determied to regain. The 
French observed his movement, and poured the 
thunder of their artillery upon the intrepid breasts 
of the Russian onset. But the spirit of their leader 
seemed to animate every heart, and urge them on- 
ward in spite of the roar of death which met their 
advancing steps. Again they were on the disputed 
ground ; and the fortified line, and a large redoubt 
became the theatre of battle. ' The contest was 
close, desperate, and sanguinary. There seemed 
but one resolution between the combatants, never 
to cease the strife till one or both should sink in the 
embrace of death. At this crisis, the militia and 
light troops under ToutchkofF, were ordered to 
shew themselves. These faithful patriots rushed 
from their ambush to second their brothers in arms, 
and fell like lions on their prey. The pikes and 
hatchets of this newly-raised soldiefy, were exert- 
ed with such fury and effect, that the carnage they 
made amongst the enemies of their country appear- 
ed more sudden desolation from and invisible hand, 
than the deeds of human agency. 

This tremendous scene did not last long. The 
French gave way ; and Napoleon had the mortifica- 
t^on of beholding the choisest of his trpops driven 
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from their late acquired conquest, tvitk itaimtiwe 
loss, and in great confusion and dismaj. 

Whilst this field of blood was exhibited from tfae 
Russian left to the centre, the right hai^ its share 
also of the horrol^ of war. Beauharnoi&s support- 
ed by the division of Morand, had attempted to 
tnm it, by taking posession of Borodino. He also 
tnade an essay to carry the two redoubts whi<^h 
protected it ; but both efforts were tain. He was 
driven back at all points ; and finding no possibili- 
ty of success, after sustaining a great loss, abun- 
dotied the idea of renewing the attack. 

This despair of the enemy with regard to ibe 
Russian right enabled Koutousoff to withdraw 
pa^t of its forces, to assist the Imperial guardig, 
with hussars and other cavalry, to ireififoTGe hkr 
centre. 

.. The rage of battle at this crisis was not to be de- 
scribed. The thunder of a thousand pieces df ^i^tii- 
lery was answered by the discharge of an equA 
Mflhb^ on the part of the Russians. A veil of 
smc^e shut out the combatsoits frott tfce sun, BbA 
left them no btiher light to pursue their woHc of 
death, than the flashes of the musketry which blaar- 
ed in every direction. The sabres of fi*ty thou- 
sand dragoons met each other, and clafi^ed iii ^t 
horrid gloom ; and tire bristling points e^f counties^ 
bayonets, bursting throf^ the roIKiyg Vapoutv 
strewed the earth with heaps of slain. 

Such was the scene for an extent of many iveitete! 
mid the dreadful eotat^st continued wiHiout ces^ 
sation, until iAie darkness of night, dee^fiolig ^ 
clouds of war, the enemy, diiscotofited in e*vet^ 
quarter, took advantage of the double obscurity, 
and drew off from the ground. When W) object 
remained visfbte/ the groans 6f tbedyi^ ma]%:eA 
to the victorioiis Russians ih» extent of &c disput- 
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ed field. As ihey planted their nigtit Mraicfaes, 
tbey found at every step full proaf that hereaft«ir 
the renowned days of Preossich, Eylau, and Wa- 
grani, san^umary as they were, must ever cede in 
blood and horror to the battle of Borodino. 

Thod closed that memorable day, atid with it 
termioeted the lives of eighty thousand human 
beings. Hitherto <be annals of modem military 
achievements have never detailed so terrible a 
alliughter. Well mi^ht Boouaparti exclaim as he 
abamioned the field, ^^ Jamais on n'a vu parefl 
chatup de bataille." 

The loss on both sides was immense. And the 
seene of triumph, even to the conquerors, present- 
ed a traonendotts spectacle. The ground, covered 
widi dcsEid bodies of men and horses, scattered 
ams, dismounted guns, and pieces of artiUery left 
to the victors, ofiel>ed every where to (he eye the 
wreck of what might alone hare composed a great 
army. 

nhile the veteran Koutomoff rejoiced in this 
•ceession to tlie glory of bb oountry, he had to re- 
gret the expense at which it bad been purchased. 
Many exc^ent officers had fallen, and, in the fore^ 
Most rank, tiie inestimable Prince Bragation, His 
left leg had been completely shattered by a ball, ii^ 
one of the most critical junctures of tbe battle ; 
ft»A^ though ttioftatty wounded, like our own im* 
Mortal Wolfe, he revised to be pemoved from liie 
field until victory was declared for the great cause 
in which he shed his blood. With this gallant 
PfHKe feH other brave spirits worthy to accompa^ 
ny his to paradise ; and, among the most conspic«- 
uous in that day's contest, were the Lieutenant- 
Generals Toachkoff, Garchikoff, and Konovitzen. 

in the number of dangarouely, tbou^ not mor« 
tstfiy^ wounded, were found MsTJor-G^nerals Back- 
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ifietiot}, Kretoff, and Rajefsky, ivbose respectivt) 
actions claimed the gratitude of their country, 
Major-General Count Vorronzoff also, received a 
severe bayonet wound whilst intrepidly leading for- 
ward a battalion of grenadiers to the charge. A 
great number of officers of inferior ranks, bled on 
this tearful day ; and, on the whole, no fewer than 
thirty thousand men could have fallen, killed and 
wounded, on the side of Russia. The French loss 
must have amounted to something beyond fifty 
thousand. The horses which lay on the ground 
from right to loft, numbered full five-and-twenty 
thousand. This wide destruction cost both armies 
nearly the whole of their ammunition. The ene- 
my states himself, that he discharged sixty thou^ 
sand cartridges from his guns ; and if Koutousoff 
answered them in the same proportion, one hun^ 
dred and twenty thousand balls must have been 
hurled that day in the work of death,- on the field 
of Borodino. 

Buonapart6 lost amongst his killed, the Generals 
Calincourt and Montbrun. Twelve other Gene- 
rals were dangerously wounded ; and one left a 
prisoner in the hands of the Russians, with five 
thousand soldiers, and thirty pieces of cannon in 
his train ! 

The details given by the enemy, of this battle, 
are, as usual, fraught with incorrectness and falser 
hood. After being obliged to leave the field, and 
pursue a rapid retreat without once halting, till he 
harl reached the distance of twelve wersts from the 
victorious Koutousofi*, Napoleon has the eflrontery 
thus to claim the laurels of the day : 

" At two o'clock (say$ he) all hopes of success 
were abandoned by the Russians. The battle waA 
ended. It is true the cannonade continued, but 
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their object was changed. They now fought for 
safety and retreat — no longer for victory." 

With the earliest dawn Platoff was dispatched 
with his Cbssacs in pursuit of the fugitives ; but 
his commission was rather to harrass and observe 
them, than to make any serious attack. The Rus- 
sian troops were too much fatigued by the toil of 
their victory, to allow of a fiercer following up of 
their success at this moment ; and while the French 
fled and the Cossacs pursued, Koutousoff employ* 
ed himself in repairing the losses of his army, and 
rewarding with his praise the valour of its heroes. 

The general glory of the day, the merits of each 
regiment, and individual soldier, by which it was 
Achieved, were faithfully detailed by the Com- 
mander-in-chief in his dispatch to the Emperor 
'Alexander. By a happy coincidence, the oflScer 
bearing the news arrived at St. Petersburgh on the 
anniversary of the Emperor*s birth-day. He was 
told that the Imperial family were at their devo« 
tions in the Great Cathedral. He hurried thither ; 
and presented his glad tidings to his Sovereign at 
the very moment when the Te Deum for the birth 
of that Sovereign was resounding through the 
church. Alexander read the report with acclama- 
tions of gratitude to heaven ; and the victdry being 
publicly declared, the Te Deum was again chaunt- 
ed, but every voice now united in the strain which 
gave glory to God who had fought for Russia and 
covered her people with immortal honours. 

The gracious disposition of the Emperor was not 
satisfied with barely expressing to the Commander- 
in-chief his admiration of the prowess of the Rus- 
sian patriots on the day of Borodino : but he com- 
manded that his thanks should be given to the 
tvhnle army: tli»t badges of merit, to be an evidence 
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to future generations of the dauntless bravery of 
each individual present^ should be distribnted along 
the lines. Medals to the soldiery ; and to the offi- 
cers of higher ranks, sword« of honour, crosees, 
and stars, and orders of knighthood. To the 
Commander-in-chief, tiie Emperor addressed the 
most aflfectionate acknowledganeuts, of his glori- 
ous perseverance atid consummate skill, in defeat- 
ing an enemjr who had hitherto deemed himself 
alK>ve all human power. The Imperial Alexander 
added to these marks of honour, the rank of Field- 
marshal to Prince Koutousoff, with the addition of 
a hundred thousand roubles ; and to each private 
soldier who had shared in the glories oi that day» 
be gave a largess of five roubles. 

Thus were they rewarded who survived the hard-^ 
fought field. But for them who, with the brave 
Bragation, hod laid down their laurelled heads in 
the dust of conquest and of death ; for them, tlie 
tears ef the Emperor flowed : and with him the 
nation wept, chastening their joy in victory, with 
the regrets due to the heroes who had given their 
lives for its purchase. 



erattcaBBBn^ 



Great as was the advantage gained by the Rus^ 
siasi arms in the field of Borodino, their Comman* 
der-in-chief only r^arded it as the opening of a 
long day of military labours ; and though he al- 
lowed his troops to refresh themselves during the 
int^vals of toil, he saw the hour of rest was fsr 
distant, and they thought not of repose. With 
spirits alert, and the unsheafihed blade still in tb^r 
hands, they followed their magnanimouf> leader 
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tblrough e%'ery exertioQ in the cause of their .coun- 
try ; and awaited with vigilant impatience the mo- 
ment when their ranks would be restored to sufficient 
strength to overthrow the new bodies of the enemy 
which now threatened ta approach their lines. 

Report infor^ied Kputousoff that Napoleon had 
been reinforced with ten battalions of infantry, ma- 
ny regiments of cavalry several hundred carts of 
ammunition, and much artillery. The most formi- 
dable part of this army was directing its march 
towards the position of die Russian Uommander- 
in-chief, while other detachments were filing off to 
its left to Zwenigorode, leading to Moscow. The 
Russian parties in advance brought this intelligence ; 
and Koutousotfy not having yet received the rein- 
forcements he expected from Toula and Kolouga, 
forebore to press forward with an open front to check 
the French ; who he heard were moving towards 
the road that crosses the country to Veria and Bo- 
roskb To prevent these movements hemming in 
his .flanks, he thought it well to retire on the Mos- 
cow road ; land giving the necessary commands to 
his victorious Russians, they marched on in ex- 
cellent order towards their ancient capital. Dis- 
dainful of a moment's repose while aught was yet 
to be done, they passed direct through the city ; 
and turning to the right, by a rapid and masterly 
march, took up an advantac^eous position on the 
Kalouga road, not far from FodoL 

By this movement, so little understood by the 
world at that time, the road to the old capital be- 
came entirely open to the enemy. The snare was 
laid, and the prey was not long in rushing into the 
toil. 

Napoleon pursued the path of Koutousoff as far 
as the gates of Moscow, and halted before thciii 
about noon on the J 4th of September. 
18* 
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* Various opiuions were formed, even in tlnssia, 
of this sitaatioQ of aiiairs ; but nooe withdrew 
their confidence in the integrity of the Command- 
er-in-chief Steady in one principle of action, he 
gave this expliuiation to his emperor of a moyement, 
which divided the empire between astonishment 
^nd admiration. 

••SIBE! 

** After the hard-fought day, and glorious victory 
of the 26th of August, O. S. (7th September, N. 
S.) I judged it necessary to quit my position near 
Borodino. Some of my reasons for making this 
movement I have already had the honour of com- 
municating to your Imperial Majesty ; and I shall 
now add another, in the con^aratively enfeebled 
state of the army after a battle m which every indi- 
vidual contended with the brave resolution of con- 
quering or of dying. Many fell in the conflict ; and 
the wounds and fatigues of the survivons, though 
embalmed with the laureFs of victory, rendered 
the hazard of another battle in their weakened sit- 
uation, and with a reinforced enemy, an enterprise 
not of courage but of folly. To avoid such a ren- 
contre I changed my position; and turned towards 
Moscow. During my march daily skirmishes took 
place between the troops and the enemy'is advanc- 
ed guard ; but no vantage ground presentii^ itself 
in the short distance that separates the capital from 
Borodino, and my expected reinforcements not 
having come up, I still avoided a general attack, 
and proceeded on ray way. 

^* At this time I learnt that the enemy had sent 

on two strong columns of fresh troops, the one by 

the road to Borosk, and the other by that of Zwe- 

' aigorode to act on our rear on the side of Moscow. 

To seek a battle under these disadvantages, would 
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liafve tfeenaii uselegg prodigality of blood, aud exr 
fx>8ure of my brave troops to the disgrace of aa 
overthrow. ' The risque, on my part, would have 
been unpardonable ; for though the reinforced ar- 
my of Napoleon would now count more than dou^ 
ble our numbers, yet in defeat th^e is ever a sense 
^ dish<Hiour as well as of inferiority : and, how 
€ar would I not lead the Russian soldier from any 
chance of incurring this appaling feeling ! Besides, 
to be beaten before the walls of Moscow, would 
expose the city to the lawless entrance of the tri- 
umphant enemy ; and its riches and its towera 
wonid become the strength of Bu(mapart6 ! 

^' Foreseeing this, I held a consultation with my 
ablest Generals. I imparted to them what I antici- 
pated must accrue ifrom the relative state of the 
two armies ; I informed them of the aUemative, be- 
tween loyalty to their country and vassalage to 
the invader^ which bad been decided on in case 
of extremity by the noble inhabitants of the an- 
cient city of the Tzars. I offered my opinion on 
these Ssicts. Some of my Generals dissented from 
me ; but most agreed with my advice ; and we dci* 
t^rnined to allow the enemy to enter Moscow I 

** Aware of the expediency of this measure, all 
expedition had been previously made to remove to 
a place of safety the contents of the arsenal, and 
the treasures ot the city, both public and private. 
With their prop^ty most of the people departed ; 
and Moscow was left a mere desart of walls and 
houses, without an inhabitant Call to mind what 
the human body is when deserted by the soul ! So 
is Moscow when abandoned by its citizens. The 
soul of an empire is its people ; and wherever they 
are, there is Moscow, there is the empire of Rus- 
sia. Hence, I boldly assure your most Gracious 
Majesty, that the entrance of the French into Mosr 
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coty is not the conquest of Russia* is not the 8ub«* 
jugation of the capital of the Tzars. 

'^ I do not d^ny that the desperate alternative of 
sacrificing the venerable city of our ancestors, is a 
wound to all our hearts, is a stroke that must pierce 
every Russiaq breast with unutterable regrets ; 
but then it is a city for an empire ; the immolation 
of a part to save the whole. 

*^ Already it aflfords pse the means of preserving 
my army entire. 1 possess the Toula road; and 
cover with the extended line of my troops, the store* 
bouse of our resources, the abundant provinces of 
the empire, which furnish our armies with their 
iSocks and their harvests. Had I taken any other 
position, or persisted in maintaining Moscow, I 
must have abandoned these provinces to the ene- 
my, and the consequence would have been the 
destruction of my army and the loss of the em- 
pire* 

" Now, I hold an unmolested communication 
with the armies of TormozofF and TchichagofT; and 
am enabled to form a chain of union with my 
whole force, that empowers me, beginning from the 
Toula and Kalouga roads, to completely inter- 
sect the enemy's line of operations, which stretches 
ftom Smolenzk to Moscow. By this advantage I 
cut off every succour he may have in his rear ; and, 
hope to compel him in the end to quit the capital, 
and to humble the proud direction of his plans. 

" Meanwhile, General Vinzingorpde has received 
my orders to occupy Twer ; and at the same time 
to place a regiment of Cossacs on the road leading 
to Yaraslaff, to protect the inhabitants of that city 
from the incursions of the enemy's flying parties. 
For myself, stationed, as I before described, be- 
tsveen the enemy and thcf fertile provinces, and at 
a short distance from Moscow, I watch his move- 
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mentH, and gnard the resources of tiie empire: for, 
I must repeat, that as loog as the anny of your 
Imperial Majesty exists, (and it will exist as Ion;; 
as there is a Russian alive to defend his country !) 
the loss of Moscow is not the loss of the empire ! 
The invader will be compelled to eracuate the capi- 
tal of the Tzars. Its ruins will be repaired, and 
the glory of the empire brightened by the very at* 
tempts that have been made to extinguish its e:^is- 
tence. 

** Dated rrom the village of OBifiO) Sept 4(li, O. S. 1812. 

Sept. l«th,N.S. 1812. 

This communication made the plans of the Com-* 
mander-in-chief clear to the Emperor. The peo- 
ple at large regarded the present measures with va- 
rious sentiments. Those who entered into the 
veteran's councils admired his consummate skill as 
a General ; and those who knew them not, con^- 
fiding in his character, awaited with wondering 
suspense the result of movements so far beyond their 
comprehension. 

The information that Moscow was in the {>os- 
session of the enemy, at its first report certainly 
struck horror into every breast. There is a princi-. 
pie of respect, a kind of filial attachment, which 
the Russian feels for all that is connected with his 
ancestors. To see, therefore, the most venerable 
of their cities, the capital of the Tzars, and the 
Residence of the descendants of their oldest princes ; 
to see this place in the hands, of a foreign power, 
was more than the people could bear with patience. 
They felt indignation, not despair, at the usurpa-r 
tion : and as a sense of the iosult pressed upon 
their minds, their courage rose in strength and 
greatness, and they who in tranf{nil times seemed! 
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but coromoQ men, in the season of conflict showed 
4lienis^v6s heroes. 

Tlie Emperor io unison with these feelings^ and 
to encourage the patriotism of his sulyects, by com?* 
municating to them the answering sentiments of 
his own soul, ordered the following declaration to 
be distributed through the empire : 

'' Moscow was entered by the enemy on the 3d 
of September, O.S.(the 15tb, fi. S.) At this in- 
telligence it might be expected that consternatian 
would appear in every countenance ; but far from 
us be such pusillanimous despondency I Rather^ 
let us swear to redouble our perseverance and our 
resolution ; let us hope that fighting in a just cause, 
we shall hurl back upon the enemy all the evil with 
which h^ sec^s to overwhelm us. Moscow indeed 
is occupied by French troops ; but it has not be- 
come tiieirs in consequence of their having destroy- 
ed our armies. The Commander-in-chief, in con- 
cert with the most distinguished of our Generals^ 
has deemed it wisest to bend for a moment to ner 
/cessity. He recoils, only to give additional force 
to the weight with which he will £a]l on our enemy. 
Thus will the short triumph of the French leader 
iead to his inevitable destruction. . 

'* We know that it is painfnl to every true heart in 
Russia, to see the desolators of Uieir country in the 
ancient capital of the empire/ But its H^alls aloae 
have been sufiered to iail mto his hands. Deserted 
by its inhabitants, and dispossessed of its treasures^ 
it offers a tomb, lather than a dwelling place, to 
the ruthless invader, who would tliere plant a new 
throne on the rains of die empire. 

'^ This proud devastator of kingdoms, on his en- 
trance into Moscow, hoped to become the arbiter 
of our fiettes, and to prescribe peace to us on his 
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own terms. Bot the expectation is fiJlacions. fie 
finds in Moscow, not only no means for domina*' 
tion, but no means for existence. Our forces, al- 
ready surrounding Moscow, and to which every day 
is bringing accession, will occupy all the roads, and 
destroy every detachment the enemy may send 
forth in seardi <^ provisions* Thus will he be fa- 
tally convinced of his error in calculating that the 
possession of Moscow would be the conquest of 
the empire ; and necessity will at last oblige him 
to fly from famine, through the closing ranks of our 
intrepid anny. 

*' Behold the state of the eaemy. He has en* 
tered Russia at the head of an army of three hun- 
dred thousand men. But whence do they come ? 
Have they any natural union with his aggrandise- 
ment > No ; the greater number of them are of 
different nations who serve him, not from personal 
attachment, not for the honour of their native land, 
'but from a base and shameful fear. The disor- 

Sanizing principle, in such a mixture of people, 
as been already proved. One half of the inva- 
der's army, thus made up of troops that have no 
mtural bond of union, has been destroyed ; some 
part, by the valour of our soldiers ; another, by de- 
sertion, sickness, and ikmine ; and, the miserable 
remainder is in Moscow. 

<' Without doubt, the bold, or rather, it shouhi 
be called, rash enterprise of penetrating into the^ 
bosom of Russia ; nay, of occupying its ancient 
capital ; feeds the pride of the supposed conquer- 
or: but IT IS THE END WHICH CROWNS 
ALL! 

*' He has not yet penetrated into a country where 
one of his actions has diffused terror, or brought a 
single Russian to his feet. Russia clings to the pa- 
ternal throno of a sovereign, who stretches over 
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li(ir the g;uai'diau arms of affecliou : she is not ac^ 
cufitoaied to the yoke of oppression : she will not 
endure subjection to a foreign power. She, will 
never surrender the treasure of her laws, her reli^ 
gion, and her independence ; and we will shed all 
our blood in their defence ! This principle is ar*^ 
dent and universal; and is manifested in the prompt 
and voluntary organisation of the people under the 
sacred banner of patriotism. Protected by such an 
sgiK, who is it that yields to d^radiog apprehension ? 
Js there an individual iu the empire so abject as to 
despond, when vengeance is breathed by every order 
of the state ? When the enemy, deprived of all his re- 
sources^ and exhausting his strength from day to 
day sees himself in the midst of a. powerful nation, 
encircled by her armies ; one of which menaces 
him in front, and the other three watch to intercept 
the arrival of succours and to prevent his escape ? 
Is this an object of alarm . to any true-born Rus- 
sian ? When Spain has broken her bonds, and ad^- 
vances to threaten the integrity of the French em* 
pire ? When the greatest part of Europe, degrad- 
ed and despoiled by the French Ruler, serves him 
with a revolting heart, and fixing her eyes upon 
us, awaits with impatience the signal for universal 
freedom ! When even France herself wishes in 
vain, and dares not anticipate an end to the bloody 
war .whose only motive is boundless ambition ! 
When tlie oppressed worldi looks to us for an ex>^ 
ample and a stimulus, shall we shrink from the 
high commission? No; we bow before the hand 
that anoints us to be the leaders of the nations in 
the cause of freedom and of virtue. 

'' Surely the afflictions of the human race have 
at lengtli reached their utmost point ! We have 
only to look round us on tliis spot, to behold the 
4:alamities of war, and the cruelties of ambition in 
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their extremest horroM. Bat we brave them lor 
our liberties ; we brave them for mankind. We 
feel the blessed consciousness of acting right, and 
that immortal honour must be the meed of a nation 
who, by enduring the evils of a ruthless war and 
determinately resisting their perpetrator, compels 
a durable peace, not only for itself, but for the un- 
happy countries the tyrant had forced to fight in 
his cause I It is noble, it is worthy of a great peo- 
ple, thus to return good for evil. 

" All-powerful God ! The cause for which we 
fight, is it not just ? Look dowi\ then with an eye 
of mercy upon thy sacred church ! Preserve the 
strength and constancy of thy people ! May they 
triumph over their adversary and thine ! May they 
be instruments in thy hand for his destruction ! and, 
in Rescuing themselves, may they rescue the liber- 
ty, and the independence of nations and of kings ! 
(Signed) " Alexander." 



.Moscow, whose magnificence and hospitality 
bad for ages been the admiration of Europe ; she 
who had given laws to conquerors and seen nations 
suing to her for protection; she was fated to be 
trodden underfoot, by a man of obscuFe birth ; by 
a self-crowned despot, raised by his own daring 
spirit to the throne of Charlemagne. Not content 
with the power annexed to one diadem, his insatia- 
ble ambition hurried him from West to East, firom 
South to North, to trample on the righte of sove- 
reigns, and to make the liberties of every people 
his prey. The extended territories of Russia, the 
19* 
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Capital of her vast empire, excited Ikfs avidity i' 
and spreading desolation in his path, he entered 
the city of the Tzars. The palaces and the people 
at once disappeared ; and the scene hecame one 
spectacle of murder, devastation, and famine. 

From th^ day on which bis Imperial Majesty 
had visited the ancient seat of his empire^ to sum- 
mon, from the throne of his ancestors bis subjects 
to give their utmost support against the unparallel- 
ed aggressions of this vvar. Count Rastapchin, the 
military goveriror of the city, wa^ unr^miting iii 
his labours to prepare for the worst. , He armed 
and organised every class of individuals, and issu- 
ed timely orders for the removal of every thing ia 
the capital that might be an acceptable spoil to the 
enemy. The archieves of the empire and the no- 
bility, the treasures of the Kremlin, and of the 
public institutions, were taken to places of safety. 
he likewise recommended tor flie princes, and oth- 
er nobles resident in Moscow, tliat they should 
transport thei^ valuables to a distance ; and so, in 
(;ase of disaster putting the city into the hands ot 
ihe enemy, he might derive ho advantage from hi» 
eonqueftt; 

The destruction of Smolenzk had filled moxif 
of the inhabitatits of Moscow with apprehensions 
for the fkte 6f the objects dearest ta them ; and 
.they lost no time in dispatching their wives and 
families to distant provinces, whil^ they themselves 
remained, deter'niined to stafid by the tombs of 
their fathers to. the last gasp of theif lives. Count 
Rastapchisr, whose iqtrepidity and persoi^a] sacrifi^ 
ees reflect so much honour on bis patriotism, left 
liothittg unsaid, or example untried, that, might 
irmpart confidence to these disinterested meii. • 
While he frankly ackAbwIedged the mtuation in 
which • the city stood, he declared there was no 
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;Cau9e for iuimediate apprehension ; but he pledged 
himself that should it be iniminently endangered, 
^6 would lose not a momeni in giving full intimaT 
tion to the inhabitants.' The feeble, from age and 
jsex, might then retire to refuge ; while he hoped 
the citizen, y^t strong in manhood, would not re^ 
quire a second call to range himself upder tlie ban- 
Bers of his sovereign, and to join the heroes who 
were resolved to repel the invader, or to die iqi 
the contest 

During thesQ preparations in the Imperial city, 
the French continued to advancje. They arrived at 
Porogobouche, Wiazma, and Gchatz, and was 
even beard of on their way to Mqjalsk^ The effect 
of this intelligence, in spite pf the prep^iitionary 
^encouragementsof Jla«ta|)chin, infused an alarming 
panic into the women, and weaker charact^ 
amongst the people of Moscow. A thousand ex- 
aggerated reports were spread abroad, a thousand 
idle stories were inye^ted to increase the dismay of 
the fearful; which at last became so dangerous as 
to demand a scrutiny ; and tbeo it was discovered 
that, notwithstanding the vigilance of the police, a 
band ^ secret emissaries fi^m the invader had in- 
sinuated themselves into the circles of the capital, 
and were the primary sources of these appalling 
fictions. The traitors were seized, aqc^ sent to re- 
pent of their treachery in Siberia ; while the people, 
who had been terrified by their representations, 
either withdi^w to distant citiefi, or reposed them- 
selves on tfa^ word of the Governor, to acquaint 
them whenever danger should really approach. 

The happy appointment of Prince Koutousoff to 
be Commander-in-chiel^ supported the encouraging 
promises of Rastapchin, and awakened double con: 
Sdence in the people.. 
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The battle of Borodino was fought and the tic-* 
tory iron ; but it was a victory drenched in blood ; 
it was a victory that pointed from steep to steep : 
terrible were the perils yet to overcome. The pre- 
servation of the empire depended on one great de* 
cision. The onward path, hi the judgement of 
most opinons, lay in maintaining the possession of 
Moscow. Koutousoff found few to coincide with 
his alternative; but he had the magnanimity to 
throw his whole reputation, the renown of seventy 
yearSy into the scale of his country ; and he r^olv- 
ed on sacrificing the capital of the Tzars, to the 
preservation of their empire. 

Dispatches to tliis effect were sent to Count Ras** 
tapchin. 

The fatal news spread through the whole town. 
Nothing can paint the confusion and distressing 
scenes which ensued. The houses echoed with 
shrieks and groans. Mothers and wives were sepa* 
ranting themselves from their sons and husbandsy^ 
.who were determined to follow the steps of their 
Governor, or to abide in their native city while one 
stone remained on another. Children were weep- 
ing their last adieus to their fathers ; and the sick 
and the aged refused to be carried away, to die far 
distant from their paternal altars and their parents' 
tombs. The streets and the avenues were crowd- 
ed with carts and carriages of all descriptions, fill- 
ed with old and yonng ; some lying prostrate, in 
insensibility after the struggles of separation ; and 
others making the air re-echo with their cries 
against the tyrant whose invasion divorced them 
from their homes. Many thousand wretched be- 
ings who had not means of seeking safety, w'ere 
compelled to fly on foot from the expected advance 
of the pitiless foe. The so lately happy city of 
Moscow, now poured forth from her agonised bo^ 
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sotfi weeping' muUitudes of her desolate children* 
Some fled to friends at a distance ; otbers knew 
not where to go, bat sought a refuge fi om the eiie^' 
mjf in the compassionate charity of the neighbour- 
ing proTTincea. Many turned on th^r steps ; some 
womep, clinging to the objects of their tenderest' 
TOWS, found it impossible to desert the spot which 
they staid to defend ; and xnai>y old men tottered 
back to their paternal sheds, exclaiming, '^ where 
we were bom and nourished, there will we lay us- 
down and die !" 

The final orders of the Military Governor were 
given. In vain he besought the remnant of the tn« 
habitants he still saw, to accompany his march $ 
they wept their refusal, but were firm ; and, the 
cause of his country, forbidding his longer d^lay^ 
he made the signal, and, at tfa^ head of forty thou- 
sand fariaive citizens, completely armed, be quitted 
&e city to join the army of the Commander-in-» 
chief. 

The few who now remained, and had strength 
to assemble in one spot ; the feeble from age, and 
the tender from aflfection, the devoted patriot, and 
the desperate avenger ; they met in a little band, 
determined to expire in the flmess of the city, ra- 
ther than behold ite sacred towers become the bul^ 
warks of the assassins who had desolated their 
homes and murdered their peace. 

On tfa^ 14th of Septemb^ at mid-day, the ene^ 
my appeared before the walls of Moscow. His 
advanced guard, under the command of Murat 
and Beauharaois, entered the gates with all the 
pride and pomp of conquest The troops moved 
towards the KremUn. A part of the self-devoted 
citizens had taken refuge there ; and closing the 
gates, desperately attempted its defence by a dis-^ 
c&aifie of their oiuskets, Feeble were barriers of ^ 
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^ne aiid iron against a host : the gates wevQ in^;; 
0tantly forced, and the brave victims of patriotism 
naasacred upon the floors of their ancent fortress! 

Scarcely had the marderous^ct been perpetrat- 
ed, wbeo'the pyres of loyalty were lighted, and 
!M[o8cow appeared at different quarters in flames. 
The French troops, as they poured into the de- 
voted city, had spread (beinscdves in every direc* 
tion in search oi plunder ; and in dieir progress 
they ^imnitted outrages so horrid on the persons 
pf all whom they discovered, that fathers, despe* 
rate to save their children from pollution, would 
set fire to their diace of irejfuge, and find a surer 
asylum in its flames. 

The streets, the houses, the cellars, flawed with 
l^lood, and were filled with violation ai^ carnage. 
Manhood seemed (o be lost in the French soldier ; 
for nothii^ was to be discerned in him but the 
wild be^at ravening £»r prey; or rather the fiend 
of hell, gluttening himself in the commission oi 
every horrible crime.' The fires lit by the wan- 
tonness of these marauders^ mingled with the burn- 
ing sacrifices of the eicpiring people ; and the ruf-* 
fians passed lik^ demons through the flames, sack- 
ing private dwellings, and pubtic repositories, and 
when they yielded no more, they turned their sac- 
rilegious steps to the pillage of Ihe churches. The 
horrors of Smolensk were re-acted in the sanctua*^ 
vies of Moscow. Altars were again soiled with 
Mood ; s^fed vessels broken arid carried away ; 
the relics of saints profiined ; and even the dead 
disturbed in search of hidden treasures. 

Whilst these onornuties were comtnittiog, ^uo- 
napartg remained in the. barrier leading to the 
Smol^nzk road, ipnpatiently awaiting the circumr 
stance which he had determined, should precede 
his triumphant entry into Moscow. He defefced 
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ttmt ptompoos ceremony until the authbrkies of the 
dtjf should arrive in deputation to invite his en* 
trance ! He looked again and again towards its 
walls ; all seemed busy there» but nothing prssent- 
ed itself in the form he estpected. The afternoon 
came and yet no person appeared. He th^ii took 
the resolution of sending a j^ish General into the 
town, to $uggest to the citisenis the desired depi»- 
tation. The General proceedec^oti his errand ; and 
enqdiring his way Of a resident foreigner whom 
chance brought ip his path, he was conducted by 
this stranger to the palace which had been the seat 
of government ; then to the police-office, and after- 
wards to the hoose of the. Governor-General. In 
short he made his guide lead him to every place 
where he might have v^y expectatiotf of meeting a 

Eublic functionary ; but the search was in vaiiK 
[e returned to Napoleon with the information, that 
ho legal authorities remained in Moscow ; that 
ihe city was already a desert, and would soon be 
a heap of ruins^ . This was the first time that the 
tyrant's expectations had been disappouited in the 
homage he anticipated from a captive city; Nor 
farce of a deputation,, no keys presented, no plau- 
dits of the moderation of the conqueror, were of- 
fered to the advancing Csesar 1 Not one shadow of 
respect presented itself, worthy a Bulletin or a 
Moniteur ! However the invader of Russia would 
not quite relinquish his preposterous hopes. He 
flattered himself that on the next day the resident 
foreigners at least, would coHect some of the terr^- 
fied natives, and uniting themselves wHh.them in 
the form of a representation of the city, would 
furnish him with some materials for publishing a 
triumph. In this expectation he took up his quar- 
ters for that night in the Petrofsky palace, about a 
mile from the Sf* Potersbni^h barrier. The wish- 
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ed-fbr morning broke, the noon succeeded it, and 
still no trace of a coming deputation could be di^ 
oemed. Incensed at this doutrfe disappointment, 
he at last gave up the expectation ; and. giving orders 
for his guard to proceed, he entered the town in 
sullen silence. Without the beating of drums, the 
discbarge of cannon, or any of the parade with 
which he usually gratified the pride of bis army, he 
took possession of the capital of the Tzars ! The 
feelings attending the accomplishment of this long- 
anticipated enterprise, were like those of Satan 
on the destruction of Paradise. The fiend was re- 
ceived with hisses by his damned crew ; and the 
desolator of Russia found no other acclaim, even 
from his own followers, than the shrieks of the 
unhappy victims they were immolating to their 
fury. 

He repaired to the Kremlin ; and taking posses- 
sion of the great fortress of the empire, with every 
vengeful passion threatening from his countenance, 
he called around his most confidential officers, and 
expressed to them his indignation at the manner he 
had been received. These base satelites, taking 
their tone from his rage, enlai^ed on the opposition 
his soldiers had to quell in the town ; and pro- 
nounced the noble contempt with which the few re- 
maining inhabitants had treated their master, as an 
aflTront that demanded the most exemplary punish- 
ment. 

Scarcely had Napoleon arrived in the palace of 
the Tzars, when, in the midst of his bloody con- 
sultation, a 'fire was announced to have broken out 
close to ite walls, in the very Kremlin. His fury 
now knew no bounds* He denounced the direst 
vengeance against the perpetrators ; and ordered 
every person that could be suspected, or Russian 
found near the spot, to be siezed and brought be- 
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tote him. One hundred brave Muscovites were 
soon in the power of his guards, and hurried to the 
presence of the tyrant, on Ihe ground near the cathe- 
dral which fronts the palace. 

They were interrogated respecting the deed, and 
who had prompted them to it. They were pro- 
mised life, and an absolute pardon from all punish- 
ment, if tiiey would confess to these questions, and 
swear allegiance to Napoleon. A stem silence 
was observed by all. Again and again they were 
interrogated ; and still, from them, not a word was 
spoken. 

The tyrant's patience was exhausted ; and find- 
ing that neither threats nor promises could shake 
the fidelity of these men to their sovere^n, he gave 
the order, and they were immediately butchered. 
In the moment of death each stepped before the 
other, first to receive the shaft that was to separate 
him from his companion. With calmness in their 
countenances, and fortitude in their demeanor, 
they simply made the sign of the cross upon their 
breast; and fell under the stroke of their assassins. 
The author of their hie dared ntft look upon them ; 
but he listened with exultation to the firing of the 
hundred balls which, successively, deprived the 
dauntless band of existence. 

This cruel massacre soon became known to the 
wretched remains of the inhabitants; and, while 
detestation of the act doubly envenomed their 
hatred of Napoleon, they repeated their oaths soon- 
er to die than to acknowledge his authority. Both 
sexes joined in the vow ; and then, with tears oi 
despair they divided, to seek a temporary refuge 
in the cellars, and amongst the smoking ruins of their 
once happy dwellings. During the night they some- 
times met to repledge thdrfaith to each other ; but in 
the day, scarcely a native ^t the city was to be seen,. 
30* 
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Notwithstanding the terrific example wliiiiB tJii* 
French leader had made of the hundred Musco- 
vites whom he supposed had set fire to the Kremiin/ 
fie yet feared a repetition' of the attempt from* 
Others of the people ; and to take every precaution* 
-for his security^ he ordered all the gates to be 
kept close shut, with the single exception of that 
^hich opens to Nicolisfcy street, and by which n6 
<!^ne should enter but the officers highest in his con- 
fidence. Thus did the dread of a lew loyal spirits, 
(too few to emerge from their secret hiding places !/ 
hold the invader of their country a prisoner, even 
in the centre 6f his I'tiunted conquests ! Do we 
not in this, see that there are times in which even 
the most successful guift wiU stand in awe of vir- 
tue ? It IS to be deplored U\at her power is not 
more often tried. 

Tlie fire which had been lit in the Kremlin^ 
fcund answering beacons throughout the whole 
range of the circles which comprised the city of 
Moscovi^. The c(mfl^ration continued to spread 
in every direction, and with it^ devouring flames, 
augmented the horrors of night. The soldiers, re- 
gardless 6f order or discipline, and instigated by 
the example of t&o many of their officers, seized 
every occasion which these scenes presented, to 
pillage and destroy. 

^uona^^^t^ behefd the increasing destructioi!i 
Xtith-uoeasitiessi least thtungovertiablebrogresfs of 
the flahies^^ should wreSt fi^om him the glory of pos- 
sessing Mofecow, by the utter consumption of the 
city. To avert this Blow to his pride, he command- 
ed his Generals to leave no means untried to extin- 
guish the thousand fires by which he was etivelop- 
€d. His orders were siednlotisly obeyed ; but it was 
tiot until the 20th of the month that the fierceness 
Of the flames ceased to rage. 
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. I^f pctore, drawn of the commencenieift of 
these palamitiesy by a sharer in them, and one who 
wa? an eye-witness of their horrors, is a faithfuj 
ir^pfesentation, ai^d I will subjoin it. 

" Frpqi the nigh^ of yesterday (September 14tb) 
juntil that of the I9th, the &re blazed in all qua^: 
iters. It broke out near the Foundling Hospital, 
#nd then, almost immediately, on the^ideof th^ 
icity close to .the stone bridge, and in the neighs 
l^ourhood of the place which the king of Naples 
$elect^d for his residence. A third, apd more ex- 
i^Dsiv^ fire, burst out and spread itself along the 
|igice of th^ ceqtre of jthe town. The inhabitants 
beheld (heir burning houses with a resignatiou 
which cpuld only proceed froijn the belief that they 
shoif |4 not long survive jtheir destruction. The conr 
victioq that their losses would be deprivation to the 
ejaemy also ; that in ,the ^ames perished his mos^ 
ig^prt^t rei^purces ; was like tranquilizer of eve- 
ry regret. Npw fifies broke forth where lever the 
^repch isoldie^s directed jtheir ruthless steps. Wo- 
ipen c^st themselves in tt^ jthe flames to escape vio- 
lation) ; a^d the blood of die brave IVfusQoyite waf 
f^aiuly ^e^ to extinguish fires ^indled by his pat- 
riot hsinds. 

" Oa the mpri^ins of the third day afjter the en- 
^anc$ of these robbers, ^ violent wind arose, and 
then indeed the cpq^agratioa because general. Ii^ 
l^fi t\km dP hour the wji;(^e extent of the capital, 
ifpf ipany worsts^ seemed ,« shjeet of flame. All the 
IQiinen^^ tract of lapd aboy<e lii^^ver, which used 
jtp h^ cpyered with houses, was one sea of fire ; 
and the sky was hidden from pur eyes by the tre- 
mendous volumes of snaoke which rolled over jtl^a 
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'' IHrefal as was this calamity, though it even 
menaced the lives of oar destroyers, yet they felt 
no pity ; not a tonch of remorse came near their 
obdurate hearts. Still they pursued the search of 
plunder ; still they heaped crime upon crime ; and 
deepened, with every act of cruelty, the tremen- 
dous horrors of the scene. 

'^ Surely the Almighty Judge, in his utmost 
wraft, never before presented so awful a spectacle 
to mankind ! 

" Through billows of fire, upon every elevated 
fipot, hundreds of the blood-thirsty robbers were 
seen chasing dieir unhappy victims to nameless 
outrides, and to more welcome death. Where was 
there an asylum for suffering human nature ? Where 
for feeble age sinking from the impending torture ? 
Where for Uie bleeding limbs of the young patriot ? 
Where for the frantic maid flying from the grasp of 
the lawless ruffian ? There was no refuge on earth ; 
and guilt, for a time, had its triumph. Napoleon, 
from the windows of the Kremlin, must have con^ 
templated the progress of this deluge of destruction. 
While he shuddered, for his own sake, at the stor- 
my ocean of fire swelling and sinking, and urging 
its waves towards him, he must assuredly have 
been visited by £ome thoughts to remind him that 
iie was a vulnerable man ; that an hour would come 
when he must account for tlie scene before him, to 
the Being by whom himself, and all the creatures 
now perishing by his means, were alike created ! 
If ever his conscience has spoken to him, if ever it 
lias ^ made itself heard, it was in one of these 
dreadful nights. The flames of Moscow, mudt 
have been to him, the torch of the furies." 

Whatever might have been the private feelings of 
this chief of banditti, he was aware of the necessi- 
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ty of preserving some place of shelter for his fol- 
lowers during the approaching inclement season ; 
^nd to secure what bad escaped the united devas- 
tation of sacri^ce and of rapine, he attem^pted to 
institute a civil authority and a police. He . who 
had unyoked the demons of licentioosness and rob- 
bery, now felt alarm lest the effects of their blind 
fury should recoil upon himself ; and to ensure his 
own safety, he was at lust obliged to fix limits to 
aggression on others. 

Afler making several ineffectual efforts^, some- 
times menacing, and at other times alluring by 
promises, he at length persuaded certain individu- 
als to take on them so desperate a duty, and t& 
form themselves into a municipal body. Monsieur 
Lesseps, who had once been the French Consul- 
general at Saint Petersburgh, (and whose exertions 
deserved the credit of having gained this point) 
was appointed Intendant of the Province of Mos- 
cow. Active as were the oiEcers of this necessary, 
authority, it was so novel a thing that the objects 
of it hardly acknowledged its power ; and robbery 
and murder continued to stalk abroad with as dar- 
ing ih>nts as ever. Bven these new magistrates, 
as they went about in dischai^e of their offices, 
were afii^nted, assailed, and beaten to their quar- 
ters with insult. Every corps of the army, march- 
ing in from the camp without the barriers, could 
prove the same right to plunder, as that which had 
been exercised by those whose good fortune had 
sent them first into the field of pillage. NAPO- 
LEON HAD PROMISED THEM THE 
TREASURES OF MOSCOW ! 

After the capture of Smolenzk, and the disap- 
pointment sustained there by tlie removal of ite 
riches, Napoleon had decided on making an at- 
tempt upon Mpscow ; and, should he carry the 
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jieople to the avidity of his soldiers. With tbif 
view, aod to apjpease th4e murjuurs th^t jreached hip 
car re^pectin^ the unsatisfied wants of the aripy, h^ 
aDDouDced to them that Moscow was hi^ iie«:t ob- 
ject; that his troopjs should winter thiere; aa4 
|hat, from the bosom of its abundance, while his 
HoJdiers were imbibing new strength from iU^ fuU 
stores, he would dictate tenns of peace, to th^ £mi* 
peror Alexander, and fix the glory of France on 9, 
pupoacle that would irradiate we whol^ world. 

While op his march, and perc^eiving th§ spire* 
and miiBar^ of Mohcow at a distance, he pointed 
to them and exclaimed to his followers : — "Aehol^ 
.the end of your campaign ! Its gold* iwd it$ plfMr 
ty, are yours,** 

It was to these promises he ow^ his pr^sf^nt ^m^ 
barrassmeniL How could he chastise the ntrages 
ito wnich he had given hm licensie ? and how could 
he hope to conciliate a people whose fellow-pitiisens 
he abandoned to the most wanton destruction ? 
To extirpate is not to conquer^ And th^ servicers 
of the cpiiquered would be too useful tp him in bi# 
proposed advances |l;o thjp subjugiatipn of ]the emr 
pire,^to allow hipa to ifi^itness the calamities of MpSr 
4COW without seeming to jcheck Ih^ir tidie. To d^ 
lit in resjify was beyond ey^en the powe^* of Buona^ 
parti ; and, what he could mt repiedy, he 9/9ngh|; 
to excuse by pnblisbinii; an apology for militarj 
robbery ! This mafi^uvre produced po other ^ 
^ct tban to develop to al) parses th^ cpolreni^nlt 
political mofality of its author. 

The fire was at last extii^ish^d ; h^tih§ WQ^ 
of desolatjop still coiitinued ii^ th^e sacking Qf the 
plaice, cominitting vioience^ in the streets, ^nd ds^^r 
ingihe dvfl authorities. To oppose tfajs insidHVr 
jdination. Napoleon had resort to |4ftcard^ V^ |MB^ 
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dtd:Thatiohs ; and finding them despised, he went 
io far as to have tiTio or three of the most atrocious 
offenders shot. Whenf even this smatl show of 
justice appeared amongst their enemies, some few 
of the poo^ inhabitants, perishii^ with hunger^ 
took h^eai^t, and crept from the obscure recesses in 
Which^ Ihey bad liin concealed. But what a change 
bad tsktti ^c^ during their shdrt retreat ? Mos^ 
60 w was no lon^ger to be recognised. Nothing re- 
mained of this once' magnificent city, but a vast 
plain, covered with ruins and smoking ashes f £ve^ 
i^y where the dilapidated streiets were choki^d up 
With human bodies, and the carcases of dead hot-' 
ses. And yet there was a more dii^i^ful specta^lfe' 
lo behold : wretched faithers and husbands, run* 
ningto and fro, seeking irom the iWurdeVed heaps 
the mangled retnains of theif wi^es and daughters ! 
Others rushed wildly from their coverts, demand- 
ing sbnaething to appease the cravings of famishing: 
Mature ! And some exhausted by %vant and mise- 
ry, without a niurmer, or turning even an eye of 
supplication' to' tbeir oppressors, fell extended on- 
the earth, expiring on the native soil to which ttiey 
had devoted their existence. 

Thus, day after day, increased the distresses of 
this venerable city. But while tyranny trampled 
ititfthe dust, life did not escape feeling some part 
of the injury he inflicted. In the rencontres of 
Kcenttousness, and the assassination of the helpless 
l^eople, the French sofdiers fofgot how to use their 
arms in the ope^ field. Though full of threats and 
Ijotnbast, ail their exploits during their stay ai 
Moscow, may be summed up in a few reconnoiter* 
fhg skirmiishes, and two or thi^ee abortive attempts 
to procure provisions^ 
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! To have a clear apprehension of the succeeding 
transactions of the campaign, it will be necessary to 
jrecc^itniate, en train^ a few circumstances already 
noticed. . 

After the battle of Borodino, Prince Koutousoff 
continued his march from the scene of his victory 
without any molestation ; and on the 13th of Scptem- 
lier halted about three wersts from Moscow, where 
be held a council of war ; the decisions of which 
have been already stated in the paper he addressed 
from Gilino to his Imperial Majesty. 

Having balanced every sacrifice with its corres«> 
ponding advantage, and settled all preliminaries to 
meet the necessity of abandoning the metropolis, 
early in the morning of the 14th he parted from its 
gallant Governor, the magnanimous Rastapchia, 
and marched through the city to the barrier of Ka- 
iumna. He passed that boundary, and by affecting 
certain dispositions amused the enemy, whilst in 
reality he took up the ground he had predetermin- 
ed to occupy to the southward of the town. 

According to the arrangement between the Com- 
mander-in-chief and the Governor of Moscow, -be- 
fore the French approached the city the whole of 
the sick and wounded, who were able to bear mo- 
tion, were taken a%vay and carried to places of safe- 
ty. Amongst these involuntary fugitives, was the 
brave. and ever-to-be-lamented Prince Bragatioo. 
He died as he had lived, amidst the glory of his 
actions, and was buried in the way to Yarra$l)Mf 
with every mark of honour due to his virtues. Gal- 
lant and amiable Bras^ation ! What has been said 
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of the htsroic Bayard may as tfuly be affirmed of 
thee. " Thou wert without fear or reproach !" 

After the Russian array had made two move- 
ments by the way of Gilino, it crossed the river 
MosGva near Koulakova. At a distance of eight 
dr nittd wersts it b^an its flank dispositions by 
forced marches^ and on the 18th of the month 
reached the city of Podol; The rear-guard which 
had been left along the hank of the Pocra, had 
orders to follow the direction of the main ?irmy^ 
but previously to detach a strong body of Cossacs 
to make such false demonstrations as would induce 
the enemy to imagine that the whole mass of troops 
were moving on Kalumaa. This manoeuvre had 
the desired effect ; for the French believing these 
Cossacs were the covering parties of the rear-goard, 
dispatched a formidable force towards them ; and 
they conducted themselves with such ability and 
resolution, that the movements of the main army 
were completely concealed, and the enemy so de- 
ceived by their demonstrations, that he directed 
bis attention to no other point. So ably was thif 
feint executed, that it lasted for several days, and 
allowed the Commander-in-chief to pass without 
the smallest disturbance, to his selected position 
apon the ancient road leading to Kalouga. 

He arrived on this commanding line on the 23d, 
^nd stationed Iiis head-quarters at the village of 
Krasnoy-Pfocra. By this position, his right stretch- 
ed across the Toula roaid ; his left, beyond the 
Kalouga new road ; aud his centre occupied the 
old road. This arrangement planted a bulwark oi 
invincible patriots between the richest Russian 
provinces and the enemy ; shutting hiin completely 
out from their abundant fields and oppulent cities. 
The Orel also, by this admirable position, was barr- 
ed from him ; and every long*cheri3hed hope of 
21* 
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Rawing sopplies from tbptt quafter, he wm obGgodi 
BOW to abandon. 

' Besides these judicious stations for idn BHua ar- 
my, Koutoosoff detached a lai|;e body of troepa 
under Matjor-General Doehtoro^ towards Mojaisk, 
to act on the rear of the French. He also sent 
several corps of Cossacs and hussars to intercept 
the reinforcements and convoys that might be on 
their way to join the enemy in Moscow* Thu& 
were the different divisions of the Russian army 
appointed at this awful crisis of the empire ; and 
in the trying hour, hsppy were those wliose cou- 
rage was put to meet death atone. Agonies more 
severe than the most torturing deaths, did they en- 
dure, who bore the iron which entered their very- 
souls, as they stood at their posts within sight of 
Moscow, and beheld the horrors of that devoted 
city. 

The account which the French bulletin gives of 
this movement of Koutousoff, is particularly curi- 
ous ; not for its military view of the matter, but. 
from the turn which the writer wishes to give to the 
demeanor of the Russian array on witnessing the 
eonflagraitionf of their ancient metropolis. 

'' The Russian army,'^ observes this jonnmlist^ 
'^ on evacuating the Kalomna road, made a tour of 
half the city, at a distance of six wersts. Th% 
wind setting in this direction, drove volumes of fire 
and smoke upon them. Our ifiarcA, a Russian offi- 
eei^ is reported to have said, mas a march of gloom f 
of $moke omd -vf religion. Dtsnuof fiUed evorjf 
ireast ; and we beeame so penetrated with horror^ 
both oj^eer^ oMi mmy that the most pr^omnd sHemce 
reigned thro^hout the army, a silence as if eM were 
at prayer J^ ' 
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: M iSm vemark were evcar raade» out of the poge^ 
in wbich we fiod it, the speaker most have been a 
Frenehman; for, no man in the Russian armiy 
eouid have mistaken the awfnl silence of that march. 
It was the silence of men, called upon to immolate 
tftie objects dearest to them, for the preservation of 
tfieir country It was the silence of men witnessing 
the sacrifice of these objects in the raging fires of 
Mowow. There perished the homes of their fa^ 
thers, the endearments of domestic love ; all that 
is precious to the parent, to the husband, and to 
the finend ! Can meq have hearts aqd mistake the 
&mae of the profound silence of the Russian sol^^ 
di^^ as they moved on and beheld this scene ^ 
Where is tiie sup^stition, (for this report would so 
insinus^e of roltgiOQ !) of breathing a prayer at such a 
moment? In beholding this demoniac [H*oof of 
maft^s ambitious enmity against man, where can 
the outraged spirit turn with more reasou, than to 
invoke the God of mercy for objects so dear? 
Awe, and not dismay ; true religi(M], and not su- 
perstitious gloom, then occupied the minds of the 
Kassiasi army : and, while their prayers called on 
Heaven to pity the devoted city, they could hard- 
lyJailffom adding a cry for retribution '^ on the 
heads o£ ike^rst amihorsof all these miseries/* 

The lall of Moscow, as the veteran Commanders 
io-chief expressed himself, "i^as not that df the 
coimtry. The enemy's aim h^ been to strike at 
the heart of the empire, and h^ bad made the blow, 
Imt the wound was not morta^. ^* Moscow is not 
Russia r excbimed every voijcey ** The empire ex- 
ists in ourselves r The Impffriid Alexander, wor- 
thy g{ eommaiidiDg such ^' people, sympathized 
wkh tiidr enthusiasm ; and seeing the salvation of 
the state in tlieir heroic faitii, reiterated the senti- 
ment, ^ It is the end which crowns the tc»l T' 
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Tlie army of Koutousoffaoginentddite wamha% 
* every day ; and in a few weeks the army of the ia^ 
vader was in a state of blockade. Every hand was 
raised against him, every device put in execution 
to reduce him to extremity. Thousands of the 
brave men left their ploughs to range themselves 
under the banners of their country ; and those 
who came not to the regular lines, armed them-^ 
selves in the best manner they could ; and dispers- 
ing; themselves over the roads and by-ways, the 
woods and the ravines, hunted out the foraging par- 
ties of the enemy with the most deadly diligence 
and revenge. Hordes of troops were continually 
arriving from the foot of the Caucasus, and from 
the shores of the Caspian. The farthest dominions 
of the empire pressed forward their sons to avenge 
the ruin of the Imperial City, and to convince its 
desolators that Alexander reigned in the hearts 
of all his people. Bashkirs, Calmucs, and Tar- 
tars, crowded from the east and the south to swell 
the glorious host destined to rid the empire of its 
proud invaders. 

The Cossacs of the Don, not satisfied with the 
proofs of loyalty they wer6. already giving in the 
field under the brave Hetman, bad prepared an ar<* 
mament of reserve from amongst the veterans who 
had served their limited time, and their youth of 
an age to bear arms. Twenty of these regiments, 
(the old eager to renew the transports of victory ; < 
and the young, to begin the contest) were ready to 
march at a few hours' notice. Six pieces of flying 
artillery were to accompany them to the field. In* 
dependent of this force, not only raised but equip- 
ped, on the banks of their native river, another was 
to be formed in the same quarter under the direc- 
tion of the nobility of Novogorode. They presentr 
pd them with fifteeu hundred horses ; and the Cos? 
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Bacirfercfaanti^, reeiding^^ m that city, made a sub-^* 
seription amongst themselves, amounting to ninety* 
three tiionsand mx - hundred roubles, .to fitimidh / 
arms for their bra?e countrymen. Iii facti but one * 
feeling seemed to animate the souls of every Rus- ^ 
sian subject. To give all that h& possessed on i 
earth, in exchange for the liberty of the empire : 
his property, his affections, his life. Never did 
Europe, or the vvorld, behold so determined, so 
universal, so copcentrated a spirit of patriotispa. 



The French army, after having lost sight of the 
Russian force, (a body of one hundred and fifty 
thousand men !) for many days, at length, to their 
astonishment, found it close to their rear ; and 
made the discovery at the very time when their 
advanced parties virere rambling about, at a conside- 
rable distance, in search of it. The General-aide- 
de-camp, Baron Vinzingorode, being on the oppo- 
site side of Moscow, at Twer, had pushed his 
troops forward upon the roads in so many direc- 
tions, that his right detachments reached the quar* 
ter of Mojaisk, and acted in concert with those 
which had been dispatched from the main army on^ 
the Kalouga road. By these able, prompt, and, 
to the enemy, unexpected mancBuvres, almost an 
entire circle was formed round the French at Mos- 
cow. , 

' While we feel the praise that ought to be given 
to the Russian General for these movements^ we 
oamiot easily comprehend how one of so renowned, 
military abilities as BuoQapart^, (and aided too^ 
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by ttQch experieuGed offieersO could bave aUowedT 
himself to remain in ignorance of motions so de« 
ciiive of his fate« In this crisis he appears to have 
feet the penetration of a General, which leads him 
to calculate with tolerable certainty on the proba- 
ble movements of his opponent. And, either ho 
muet have been strangely negligent of seeking the 
necessary information, or, those he employed were 
very erroneous in their observations and reports^ 
The infatuation which sometimes ialls upon even 
the greatest men in the most critical juncture of 
their affairs, is often as wonderful to the observer 
as it is fatal to the subject of its influence. 

On the discovery of the near neighbourhood of 
the Russian position, a considerable part of the 
French army formed itself close under the walU 
of M oscow> "and placed strong divisions Wk the re- 
spective roads, from that of ^alumna to thi^ of 
Saint Petersburgb. 

The advanced guard of KoutousofTs army was* 
stationed in a parallel direction to these positioM* 
of the enemy, about ten wersts in tkw froskt, and: 
as £ur as the new Kalouga road. 

Tbas w^e the French involved by the Uses of 
Russia, as the tyger is entangled in the meshes of 
the ware by which he is caught Meiteow whick 
was to be the palace from wlueh the eodquerof of 
the world had decreed he would issue his irreversi* 
fale mandates, was now his prison ; and, in th# 
midst of his &eld-marshals and his iegiocis^ the 
Great Napoleon tbund himself oufr-genaralled and a 
csqitive. Disappointmeqt and eonsteruatioB spresid 
throughout the invading army. Little else had they 
derived from the merciless sacking of tlie Russian 
5}apital, than blood, and an accesskm of gnilt. 
Jessed witii wants of every, description, in rmm, 
did they look with longing eyes tdwardfi tliat fnmcB 
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80 lew Off lihen were to see again ; and od th^^ vtuj 
to which, they now saw nothing but Russian troot)8 
kitereepling their couriers, tlieir reinforcements, 
«nd tfa^ provisions. Thus, their military lame 
eclipsed, and their very existence menaced, foy the 
foe they bad so lately threatened to annihilate, tliey 
cried aloud for that peace whicb their proud lea« 
der had promised them should be entreated by the. 
conquered Russians at the gates of Moscow. 

Buonaparte, as he had waited at Uie barriefr of 
the dty for an invitation from its functionaries t6 
hless them with his presence, now waited for the 
heads of the Russian government to beg at his 
hands the olive branch of peace. In both cases 
-^--'he waited in vain. No flags of truce arrived. 
IVo srymptoms whatever were evinced of ft disposi- 
tion ifi the nation to compromise its glory and its 
iiid^>endence. Nor could he find one friend, 
among&t the numb» he boasted to possess in the 
empire, ta lead the way in bowing to the yoke of 
4eceptk>D and slavery. No art was left untried, no 
teapfcatien unpractised, to allure «ome individual 
le set the base example ; but disappointment wait- 
ed o|ion every attempt ; and the tyrant was forced 
to see that he had to do with a Sovereign and a 
^people determined to die rather than to submit. 

Buonaparte, having allowed these vain expecta* 
ti<ms to usurp the time he might have actively used 
for the service of his ambition, saw with increased 
mortification that the delay had only augmented 
&ie embarrassments by doubling the distresses of 
tiie army. The vigilance of the Russian light 
troops continued to cut off all the convoys and sue- 
cours which attempted to reach Moscow by the 
way of Smotenzk ; and the small means of subsist- 
ence which had been found in the capital, b^ng 
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nearly ej^bausted, famine asd disease hegsi to 
stalk id visible sbapes before his eyes. 

The French soldiers bore their priYations at first 
with gloomy desperation. But when th^ulSerings 
of extreme hunger, and its attendant ills, assailed 
them, then their patience was exhausted ; and their 
idolatrous adoration of the man who had brought 
them into these miseries^ was changed to disre* 
spect, to indignation, to loud demands for the pro- 
mised reward of their military toils, far Plenty^ or 
far Peace I No remonstrances, no flatteries, no 
threatenings, from the creatures of Napoleon, 
could longer hold the despairing army within the 
bounds of discipline. - Mutiny and pillage broke 
every restriction. Every day thousands of feniish- 
ing soldiers left their camp, and entered the city, 
to break into houses and magazines, and seek by 
force for means to satisfy the cravings of hunger 
unto madness. Others, in troops, without orders, 
and despising the commands that would withhold 
them, dispersed themselves over the country, ma- 
rauding every where in search of bread. Blood 
tracked their steps ; for scattered in a hundred direc- 
tions in quest of food or death, almost every where 
these unhappy wretches were lost. Those in re- 
mote places were sacrificed to the rage of the am- 
bushed peasantry ; and these who appeared in pub- 
lic ways, were cut down by the numerous Cossacs 
which scoured the roads. 

Necessity, at last, forced even the dominant 
pride of Napoleon ; and finding that Russia would 
not take the part of the suppliant, he felt himself 
reduced to offer, what he wished should be asked 
as a boon ; and making a show of particular con- 
cern for the peace of Mankind, he condescmided 
to dispatch General Lauriston (the ci-devant am- 
bassador at the Court of St. Petersburgb,) with a 
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flag of truce to the Russian head-quarters. His 
errand was to attempt, at least, to open a negotia- 
tion with Prince KoutoasofT. He was received by 
the Russian Commander with every mark of poHte- 
nessy but not with a cordiality to invite the unfold- 
ing of bis mission. However on being officially 
interrogated as to the purport of his visit, he told 
the Prince that he came in the name of the Empe- 
ror Napoleon, who was actuated by considerations of 
humanity alone and a desire to stop the effusion of 
Russian blood, to communicate to their Command- 
er-in-chief, that his Imperial Majesty of France 
was still willing to treat for a renewal of friendship 
between the two empires. 

The Prince replied, by telling Lauriston to say 
to his master, that with respect to sparing the effu- 
sion of Russian blood, every man bom in Russian 
land» was ready to shed his blood in support of the 
independence of the empire ; and to maintain it, 
both his Imperial Majesty Alexander, and the na- 
tion at large, were determined never to listen to one 
pacific word, whilst a foreign soldier remained with- 
in the frontiers of their country. 

Having received this answer, the French Gene- 
ral was not permitted to press the subject farther ; 
but the safe conduct was given to him, and he re- 
turned full of chagrin to his master. 

Buonaparte would hardly listen to the end of the 
conference. He expressed violent indignation at 
what he termed the insolence of the Russian Com- 
mander ; who, lie expected, would have felt him- 
self too much honoured by the overture, not at 
least to open a negotiation. However, great as 
was the French leader^s resentment against Kou<- 
tousofl', the necessity for not driving his troops quite 
to despair, was yet greater ; and therefore he tried 
to flatter his Generals that the desired pacification 
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^^^ald take plaee ivfaenever kis ^ith to tiiaf p&f^ 
pose sfaould reach the Empieror Alexander. Ta 
soften to tlie soldiers the laUiife of this embassyr^ 
eref y means were resorted to Aart iliight inspnre 
them with an idea diat Kon tonsoif wsis a<^tidg: be- 
yond his credentials ; and that Aiexandw, whea 
informed of his arrogance to hi» old ally, (wbev 
though now bis enemy, was yet the Great Napole- 
&n !) would punish His preemption- by immediately 
sending peremptoiy orders that the French propo^ 
sals shouTd be discussed; snd, probably, accepM* 
Nothing was omitted to be said» which conld cher- 
ish this allusion in: the minds cif the miserable kh 
mates of the camp and of the town. Tbe madness, 
of desperation was tsi be a^ited at any rate ^and,. 
whare truth woald Kave unveiled to the eyes of die . 
army, die gnlph on whieb they stood, falsehooii 
was called upon to spneapd over fte wide destrae- 
tfon her betraying mists. BuonapartS inrented, a^ 
caused to be circulated, the most agveeaUe reports, 
from day to day, thror^hont the etty and the lines. 
Sometimes it was rumoured titat Riga had been 
taken by assault ; the* that Maedonald bad made 
bis trrumpbaint entry into St. Petersborgh. Anoth- 
er informaut spoke oif a considerable convoythat wash 
known to be on its way from the French resonrcer^ 
andwas bringing winter clothing aiid o^er necessa- 
Hes for the army ; and that it was^so laige, and so 
well profited, as to cover the road from Wilna to 
Soiolen^. Besides tivese '^flattering unctions"'^ 
with which he sought to medicine the venom w^^ 
had siezed on his impatient and peitshing troops,, 
he gave out that Marshal Victor was advaneing 
witb strong reinlbrcements ; and to prove that the 
good star of Napoleon was still in the ascendant 
'itie Russkin army was enduring still greater priva- 
ttoaer than^the French ! It waS' dismembered by< 
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imm^eraaH idiscot^nts ! and the commitudiiig oflkei^ 
^ividedi^y intrigae and Action, were qalliig doud 
dor jRMce cm aa^r /eniM. 

With tbie9ew}d suhteflrfageB did the invader of 
^RusnawektoaiqteafleitbeiiiurQiurs of hi» dmip- 
;^ioted ibilowers. Mauy died of waat, before the 
iaisebood of his several informations could be prov* 
.^ by ^tQM-itppeanuoe of the succours he pro- 
fiHsed. 'Shef, i9ko9fi bavdier oQostitulioQs yetcon^ 
beaded with iXL tibe ?boi!vors ^ famiue, and some- 
AtmeB of diaease,{g«v>e}tfaeir credeuce aUttle loiter to 
Abeitales ^icb kept 4bem feom^^spair. Eqcou- 
raged by tbe success <of these artifices, he turned 
his attention towards conciliating the poor remnaat 
of the inhabitmits wiiich remained ulive in Mos* 
«ow;; and from them, be extended his subtilties to 
the people of the villages that surrounded the capi- 
"taL. fie issued {proclamations, in which be set for* 
ward tbe brightness of his owa virtues as a hero 
mid a sovereign, and iuo^ited the dispersed natives 
4o return to Cb^ homes, ^ud enjoy, in Iratemtty 
<with the Oreat Nniian, ^e freedom and happiness 
40f bis protection. Could a feeling of the ridicu- 
lous be united with a sense of outrage, the Russian 
^eofUle must bave laughed at the i^urdity of sudi 
an address from tberavagep of ^ir country. Tbe 
bonseless fugitt^^es from Smolenzt;;, and the smok- 
wg ashes which tracked their destroyer's march, 
bMe too strong evidences of the sort of (n'otection. 
^nd fraternal love intended by the Great Nation 
«nd its iRubr, for tbe people to listen othwwise than 
with contend as well as indignation to such an at- 
tempt upon their understandings, b cases of eic- 
4ve«ii<^, Ibey might become the victims of his cruet-- 
ties ; wit tbey wwe not to^be seduced by his {H'O* 
mises. Napoleon at last was forced to see that the 
Hussian nation was neither to be subdued nor de- 
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ceived. The most dreadful calamities could not bow 
their spirit, nor the most magnificent temptations 
warp it. The people vfhom at a distance he bad 
stigmatized ^ith the names of slaves and barba- 
rians, he ivas compelled to know as a race too no- 
ble to betray themselves, or those who confided ia 
their virtue. 

While Buouapart6 was thus occupying himself, 
to compass by the art of policy, what he could not ac- 
complish by that of war, the Russian Generals, at 
the head of their respective columns, relaxed not in 
their exertions to accumulate the distresses of the 
enemy. 



DocHTOROFF, who was posted in observation ou 
the Mojaisk road, sent in hourly information to the 
Commander-in-chief, of the various and successful 
operations of annoyance made by the Emperor's 
troops against the French, On the night of the 
22dbe assembled his own detachment at the village 
of Scharapovo, ami thence dispersed his parties, 
with orders to take or destroy every succour they 
might find approaching Moscow. The dragoons 
and Cossacs under his command were so constantly 
on the alert, night and day, as, from the 22d of 
September, to the 4th of October, to sieze upwards 
. ot fifty-six carts and carriages, charged with sup- 
plies from the French in Smolenzk to their breth- 
ren in the capital. Beside^ this spoil, these vigilant 
troops took, atdifierevt times, two thousand priso- 
ners, (including twenty-six officers, and an aide-de- 
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catlap of Marshal Ney's,) which had formed the es- 
corts of the supplies. 

Baron Korff's detachment did not halt behind 
that of Dochtoroff, in active service. It took ma- 
ny prisoners, intercepted the couriers and corres- 
pondence of the enemy, and rescued two lai^e 
packages of church plate which Napoleon was 
sending from the sacred treasures of Moscow. 

Miloradovitch, with his brave corps, watched 
the movements of Murat's advanced guard in the 
vicinity of Ponskoy, on the banks of the Netra. 
This small river flows into the Moscvaat the village 
of Kosroguina, near the road leading to Yoscres- 
hinskoy, 

Baron Vinzingorode was equally well placed ; 
and his troops having: been reinforced by three 
thousand militia from Yarraslaff, he was enabled 
to strengthen his advance ; the right of which occu* 
pied Tchemigrease on the St. Petersburgh road ; 
and the left held a good position near the town of 
Volokolamsk. He had also a formidable party on 
the Voscreshinskoy road, to connect his wings. He 
had previously stationed Cossacs on the the Dimit- 
roff and Yarraslaff roads to observe the enemy, 
who had not been slow in dispatching strong de- 
tachments to oppose these movements. Every day 
produced skirmishes, in which the Russians not 
only took prisoners, but received hundreds of de- 
serters from the French lines. The distresses of 
the French camp became so unbearable, that Ger- 
mans, and whole regiments of Spaniards and Por- 
tuguese, whom the despot had forced into his ser- 
vice, fled at once from vassalage and famine^ to the 
Russian protection. 

Every hour more and more impaired the vain 
hope of Napoleon of receiving a conciliatory appli- 
cation from tlic court of St. Petersburgh. Full 
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timeihad dapaed for such an order to have anrimA 
and yet no messenger was seen finom the Rusgiaa 
camp. The soldiery became violent, de^Mking. 
IMseaM was now augmenting .the pangs of hunger ; 
and tbey called aloud that they were deceived, 
that they were betrayed to the jnost cruel of deaths. 
Toi^niet the increasing tamuit, their ruler £>ttnd 
it {lecessary^ so far to humble his pride, as to send 
Ckiiint Lauriston a^n to the Russian head^qnar- 
ters. His offers for a renewal of friendship be^ 
tween the two empires ^eie the same as before^ 
and the same answer was returned that he had re- 
^ceived on his former visit. Aware of what would 
be the rage of his master when he should again 
carry back such a reply, the Couitt nequested 
Prince Koutotisoff, ^' since he refused himself to 
.open an amicable correspondence with the £aDpe- 
«Hr Napoleon, to forward a letter firasn that Mo- 
narch to his imperial Majesty Alexand^." *^ i 
wttl do that," replied the Prince, ^^ provided <the 
word peace on the terms now ofiared is not express 
eed in that letter, I would not be a party in such 
an insult to my sovereign, as to have a hand m for- 
warding to him, what he would instantly order to 
be destroyed in his presence. You abecufy Imam 
on what terms, and on them alime, will offers of 
peace be listened to. His Imperial Majesty, we 
Anom, will keep as firm to his resolves,. as we shall 
stand stead&st in ours, to suppovt the indepmi- 
dence of thercmpire." 

Having said this, his Highness bade a polite iar& 
well to Lauridton, and bqgged him not to repeat 
visits which must be unavailing 

The return of bis messenger with this reply, in- 
censed Buonapayt6 to the most vehement expres-' 
stons of indignation. He found himself treated 
with cotempt as well as opposition, and had -it tiot 
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Ifadfeortbat Hie criticail isiituation of tiis army mAd& 
the strictest caution necessary, it is probable tbe* 
Feaentmentwith \rhicb he was filled, iniglit have 
prectfiitatechhim to make some strong effort of re* 
Tei^pe. But he too plainly saw in the persevering^ 
0imity of hii^ adversaries, the sitaatiou^ to which 
he was reduced. He perceived that if, by some 
political finesse^ or military maaceovre, be did not 
eostricate his army frt>m the dreadful dilemma into 
which he had unwarily ted it, bemu9tforever aban- 
don bis designs on Russia, destroy the basis of his^ 
enipifrew France, and blast hkr reputation tbroagh* 
out Europe. JNo loiter dazzled by the continued 
blaze of his victories,, the king^loms he bad ddud- 
ed ta his sceptre wotild ni^ only see the heitteoess of ^ 
theb vassalage, but how to recover their liberty ;; 
and be would have the mortifying convietion that 
the talisman c^ his ^ood fortune had been brokecB? 
by fte ton virtue of the very people whom he had 
taught these subject nations tb contemn as ignorant 
savages and hereditary slav«»; 

A^er^Weighing both ways of escape, negotiatioli' 
stiSl' seemed the most feasHile ; for the wants of bis 
troops, the spirit of desertion which prevailed 
asttongst those who were foreigners, and the in* 
Gtabfordination whicli disorganized even the French ;. 
made a military attenipt at this moment a rashness 
liot to be dared. Repugnant, therefore, as be Was ta 
i^in appear, in^ the person of bis ambassador, at 
the levee of the Russian' Commander-in-chief, he 
wished to persaade himself that Koutousoff might 
.He induced to treat, were the evacuation- of Moscow 
proposed as a preliminary measure. Grasping at 
this new expectation, he again called Lauriston- 
itito his presence, and ordered him to repair onc^ 
more to tne Russian camp with this proffer, " which 
should contain hi^ final oflfer of peace.'* 
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In this offer, he desired it to be proposed that an 
armistice must first be agreed on, and then Moscow 
8hould be immediately restored to the Russian Em- 
peror. This done, the French army, with its ar- 
tillery and bagga^, would retire upon Wiaznia ; 
and there station themselves in a place, which they 
hoped would become the theatre of a future friend- 
ly pacific conference. 

No explanation need be offered of the ultimate 
views of Buonaparte, in this proposal. Nor is it 
requisite to make comments on what would have 
been the result to the Russians, had they been 
weak enough to be caught by the bait of the re- 
possession of the capital. It must in common 
probability, have proved the destruction of their 
empire. Alexander would have been an Emperor 
in/ee of the Great Napoleon ; aiKl the Russian peo- 
ple, a nation of slaves, pluns;ed into a gulph of in- 
tellectual darkness, more barren of light than tiiat 
of the remotest hyperborean hordes. 

Delusive as might be the hopes of their Des- 
troyer, the Russian people remained firm to the in- 
dependeuce of their empire; and to that sun of 
mental light and personal liberty, which rose witli 
Alexander's natal star upon their country. Their 
answer spoke from the lips of Koutousoff, and 
it was what might be naturally anticipated from an 
upright and sincere people. Koutousoff was nol 
slow in comprehending the views of Buonapartt 
in adding to these repeated applications for a no 
gotiation of peace, a proposal for an armistico, 

" No," replied the Russian Commander, " it i.v 
not the time for us to grant either the one ov th<: 
other, when the campaign is just opening on onr 
part" 

Napoleon received this linal blow to his uiplo- 
matir machinations with answerable omolions. He 
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W^ boiii})eUed to see that do art Could prevail m 
hia j^resent enemies to become the sport of his des- 
tipv \ and fearing that, on the contraryn be might 
at last^ be the victim of their's ; his apprlefhensioqs 
became troubled with ten thousand foreboding ima- 
ges. He saw the gigantic spectre of bis ambition 
utlling before the genius of Russia, and lying buried 
for evier nnder the pale shroud of a northern win- 
ter ; he beheld the sun of his glory darkened by 
srt;orms ; and its rays totally extinguished by the 
overwhelming ruin«f his army, perishing amid the 
departs they were invited to conquer ! 

. From the apparitions of such direful '^ coming 
events/' it is not surprising that the French Dicta- 
tor should be imxious to fly. By removing him- 
self from the most prominent scene of his people's 
miseries, he hoped to escape some of the torment- 
ing retrospections to which they pointed ; and leav- 
ing Moscow under some trifling excuse, he took up 
his residence at the palace of Petrofsky : the place 
where a few weeks before, he had in vain awaited the 
visit of the municipality^ of the city. In this seat 
of his double mortification, truth so &r shone into 
bis fnind, as to convince him that all his proud ex- 

Sectations of the Russian empire, must be laid 
own on this spot. But before he relinquished the 
idea of planting his universal throne upon that of the 
Tzars, he determined that their ancient metropolis 
should forever remember that the foot of Napoleon 
was once upon its threshold. The destruction 
which the loyalty and despair of the Muscovites 
had begun, he was resolved should be so finished 
by the French soldiers, that nothing should remain 
of the golden palaces and shining minarets of Mos^ 
cow, but the desolated plain on which they had 
stood. 
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fii8 principle haid ever been, ** Where I ctttitei 
feign, I will destroy,'' and idsunig big eiders in ccm^ 
formity to thid principle, be found that the habjto^ 
of his followers' minds only too ready to exeeute 
hii» conmimHls. While they aroused tiwiMei^es 
with mutual and horrid emulaliona to pursue the 
work of destruction, their officers found Mme diffif- 
cnlty in keeping thedevastatiQir withta such limitt 
as to allow of any testige whatev^ir beiitg preserv- 
ed, to icafry to J^aris a» a trophy of Moscow T 
Whifet rapine, murder, and* fltiKieS) fe-awakened 
their uproar throughout this devoted city* all th»t 
couJd be reKcued for the purpose of ^ Piinsiim <ri- 
nmp/i, were the gilded cross and, crescent which Na- 
poteon had order^^d to be stripped from the high 
tower of the Great cbnrch of S'k John ; and ^e 
(dd standards from the KremKn, which had been 
ttiken from the Turks by the Rnesians dcuring th^if 
sleVeral Wars with that state. 

These spoils were carefully packed up to be eent 
toPai'is; and to enrich tiie warlHie deposit^ tiiey 
wer^ accoriipanied by whatever treasmre bad fallen 
to ikeCmqtvirors share ! 

Owirtg to the confesion of the inhabitants^ w4ie» 
quitting thet^ habitations so s^ni{ftly on the wgh 
preach of the French, some had left their plate be*« 
hind them. Indeed a few o^ the efaurehes had 
been teft in possession of their sacred^ vessels. Attd, 
as may be supposed, it was not long aftifl* the* en- 
trance of these general robbers that' the trbole of 
these riches, private and pubfie, beemne the pro- 
i^rty of the commanders of the different^divisiona. 
Theyseieed all tiiat could be found, s^dmeking 
the gold and siryer into beors, (to madce them Ihe^ 
easier for carriage,) they loaded their baggage^ and 
remained ready for a moment's mandate. These 
commanders were too weO read in the progress of 
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'^0tiqiiefitf, and in the consequence of disaet^tr, A<)t 
to h^je lo9g foreseen their . abandonmepit of Mo^ 
<$QW ; 4ind, therefore, without surprise they attend- 
•d Napoleon's summons to the Petrofsky paJace^ 
^^d beard his final decision respectiog the ancient 
eapji^t of the Tzars. He commanded theiga to 
tnak« ^ knon^n to his army that, in spite of ^il his 
exertioi>s^ he found the barlmrous system of war- 
fare used hy the Riisdians, had so destroyed Mos* 
cow, that his greatest efforts to restore it» either 
■%$ a military positioii» or a place of political iiiflu- 
f^ce» had proved abortive. It wwas therefore be- 
loomie ia /station of equal unimportance to the ene- 
tnyaa to himself; and was totally unworthy the 
'risque of passing a winter within its ruins* The 
^Featber^ to be sure, was then (the beginning of Qc- 
'tdgier) warmer than, at thskt season of the year, 
they hftd it ia France. But as the climates were 
altogether different, with the succeeding mOnth 
they mnst expect cold. On these consideration^, 
it was his intenti^ knfnediately to resign the boafit-* 
ed capital of the Tzars to the solitude thskt mudt be 
the consequence of its desolation ; and to lead his 
brave troops without loss of time into a part of the 
country more friendly to his.yiews> and where an 
overflowing plenty would be the reward of all 
their labonrid. In these abundant provincei» he 
would establiahhi^ Printer quarters, and. if^ during* 
tlmt period, the Rairaian empire should persist in 
refnbing his offered peace, the spring should^, see 
btmspre^ his Ic^na over the whole couiitry; 
andf creating a Diike of Smolenzk and of St. Pe- 
/tersiamigh, he would efface tbe dame of Russia froin 
4lie list of EnFopen tiations ! 

The cry of havoc ! spread from the palace of 
If^ttakky to tini l#hoIe of the French army, ft 
WW now iwteed ^t tbe deia<^ of destruction was 
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let k>ode to satiate itself with human misery. Tto 
soldiers of the camp and of the town roshed frem 
all quarters to pursue their devastating task. No- 
thing was to be spared ^ neither church, nor palace, 
nor private dwelling, was to be left unsacked, un- 
destroyed. The Foundling-hospital alone, (having 
been made the asylum of the French sick, and which 
now contained several thousand of the wounded 
soldiers,) was to be exempt from the torch of afini- 
hilation. 

No objects presented themselves but multitudes 
of robbers scouring the streets, bursting open the 
doors and cellartf of the houses which yet held an 
inhabitant ; whether native or foreigner it was all 
the same to their rapacity ; they penetrated to the 
remotest apartments, and dragging forth die wretch- 
ed owners from their hiding-places, stripped them 
naked that their clothes might add to the heaps of 
their plunder. Hundreds of fainting women, who 
had escaped the last horrors of the first outrages 
on Moscow, were violated and murdered ; and 
their bodies thrown out of their houses into the 
open streets, to lay amidst the piles of putrifying 
careases of horses and men which starvation had 
deprived of existence. 

The blood-hounds of death but too well obeyed 
in every quarter, the voice of their inhuman leader. 
The air was filled with shrieks, and groans, and 
imprecations. It was a very Pandemonium ; acon- 
gr^ation of devils let loose to riot in human mise» 
Ties, in human flesh ; for soenes of blood and cru- 
elties were transacted there which puts to nought 
the ravening of wild beasts, the horrid destructi<m 
of cannibals in the midst of their most savage oi^ 
gies. 

How then must we start with horror when we 
understand that all these refinements on barbarism 
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wefB' the effects of regular orders isaaed from |ia^ 
poleoD to his Generals, and from them to the indi- 
viduals of the army ! Thus sanctioned, the sol- 
diery no longer considered their rapine an unlaw- 
ful act, but pursued their enormities with the con* 
fidence of men fulfilling a duty. 

One day it was the senior guards who pillaged ; 
von Ihe next it was the junior. The day following 
that, the division of Marshal Davoust tool^ its turn. 
And so on, in regular course, till all th^ different 
corps encamped around the city had their share in 
finishing the work of ruin. 

For ei^tdays, without intermission, did this law 
of force continue. It is not possible for any ima^ 
gination that has not seen the acts then committed, 
to form any conception of their variety of wickedr 
ness ; of their demoniac wantonness of cruelty. 
It would be doing a violence to the human heart, 
even to recount them, or to read their roister. 
Suffice it to say, that in the round of these eight 
days, the fierceness of the rage of the French le- 
gions at their defeats and miseries since they enterr 
ed Russia, all fell upon the head of this devoted 
city. The soldiers who had crossed the Niemen 
gaily caprisoned, and high in the hope of new glot^ 
ries ; who had anticipated the sight of kneeling 
provinces at the feet of their leader, and the abuui- 
dsmce of their produce to enrich themselves ; when, 
instead of the realization of these expectations, they 
met with opposition, overthrow, and want ; what 
could exceed the depth of their disappointment, 
the fury with which they gave it utterance ? First, 
in threatening fury against their leaddr, and now^ 
in sanguinary atrocities against a poor remnant of 
the brave people whom they could not subdue ! 
• Thousands of these French ruffians, almost in a 
state of complete nakedness, withoiit shoes, or 
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^any clotbii^ ea their limbs, and scareea oovma^ 
)ntt a few filthy rags flyiDg from their bodies, w^re 
met in every direction ; amre like tbe battditti their 
^eieds imitated, than the soidiec, whose tiob)e |tfO- 
lietesion their tleed stigraatieed with di^g|lBice« In 
this wretched plight were all the foUowefti of Buo- 
uaparti. |lis own persooal guards were not bet- 
ter clad ; having nothing in their appearance that 
.»;poke thdr military order bnt the arms ^y car- 
ried. 

Impelled bya^ense of the hatred they deserved, 
and the contempt that had lately been shown to 
their demands tor peace, they sought Ibod at the 
point of the bayonet, and clothed themseWes with 
the raiment of the murdered. The officers thenn 
aelves being not much better furnished with af^pa* 
rel^ foand no shame in displaying an equal base- 
ness of mifid ; and casting humanity of* at onc«, 
fisUoved their rapacious comrades through ail their 
rounds of Tioleoce and robbery. 

Somefew indeed, whoserank in tb^ army required 
some 8ho\v of tbe gentleman at least, satisfied^ 
themselves with sackiag the houses in which they 
had at first taken up their qaarters. Here, quietly, 
and at home, they stripped the rooms of all that 
they contained, leaving only )9are walls, for the fire 
to consume, whenever Buonaparte clkould p^t tbe 
we^d for the final conflagration. 

The Generals, who reprcsctited their diief in 
tbeir actions, as accurately as those of the Mace^ 
^irian invader di^ their Ai^st Lord ; they knew 
how to colour their avidity with the gloGse of legsd 
d<!V]ces* Usdev the pretext of a requisitidn iot Sie 
public service, they seized every article which susIt 
led their purpose ; and when they had th«a eitipti- 
ed one iboiise, tiiey moved oft to ano^icr^ ¥i^ 
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tbe saiM detata^, ind tlie same principle q£. uti.^ 
bhiehiop Nbbery.. 

While Napoleon stood as Nero, did, watekiog tbe 
deraetftfeion o£ one of the finest cities: in the world^ 
tbe spiijt of man that » in his. bosom could uQt hut 
vUspet tcK him what would he the opimoit of tfae^ 
worldy iv^hen the unexaispled barbarity of the sack- 
11^ of Mioscow: should become generally knowtt. 
Even ttiitli the efiects ci bificowa orders bbaing be- 
Ibrs his e^es^ he tried to sink his destroetion of 
tbeotty^ in the patriotic devotion \Bhidis the Kus^ 
siaBp kad made of its magazines, ^hen thejr foiimt 
it necessary to abandon it. 

It was that devotion which had deprived Napo- 
leon of his needful resources. No ammunition, no 
bread for his men, no forage foithis horses, present- 
ed themselves. He found silver and gold, it is 
true, but no where the aliments of Fife. Not only 
the Magazines of the city had been demolished, 
but when tlie masoAnioioqs.Bastapcbifi: left it» in 
higwagr to join tiieco^c^ntrated army, of tlns-empire, 
hQ stopped before the w^lls of his siimtti^ihpftlace,. 
(;«(hich stood in the adjacent cojuAtryJ ftnd Mt fir«^ 
tp. its stores^ and its harvests with his wm band, 
t^is disintora^ted example was followed hf hun^ 
^eds ; and the 6^s of. IVloscovy aver^ Ti^here 
showed the smoking ashes of the yellow treas^es^ 
Qjl the year. BuouApaiit^ l>ad farmed no ideaifof 
such a ^}^ii of. lay^^ty ; be ooijiild i^t, thefiefore^^ 
prepare against it ; and, though he saw himself seat- 
ed, in the ancient throne of the empire^s wealtit and 
power, he fpai^d.bi9. people, were perishing in faminer. 
and. his o^^vaky hourly wasting, away. 

Where thon wa^ the.plentiful winter quarters the. 
Breijch leader had pro.roisecl to his followers ? He, 
found only a few dying invalids, or a band of desr, 
perate patriots, with womefi devoted to their fates. 



Digitized by 



Google 



184 

detefiDmed to abide by their natire city to the tftsrt f 
It was impoverished ; it was become a circle of bar- 
ren houses and walls ! 

Napoleon for a time dissembled the excess of his 
disappointment, and the extreme tff his danger, on 
tiie discovery oi this desert^ whei^ a Mahometan 
pflundise was expected; At last, rendered despe* 
rate by the miseries and rebellious state of his army, 
he formed the resolution to aVenge them and himself 
tipon the falling towers of Moscow . He had found 
it like Palmyra in the wilderness, noble in ruins : 
•T-he was determined to leave it a shapeless heap of 
stones. 



Si/cH was the state of Moscow when Napoleon 
and his army entered it ; such was the miserable 
situation of his soldiers ; and yet that the world 
may never want a criterion by which to judge of 
Hie truth of his representations, we have these bul- 
letini^ of the JUmrishing condition of the French 
I^ons of the dverflawing dbundoHee which miet 
liiem at the city's gates. 

We have it thus, in the twentietli bulletin, which 
Buonapart6 dates from Moiscow, September 17th. 

*'The resources the army have found here are 
much diminished, by the attempts of the enemy 
to destr<^y them entirely ; but our fortune has been 
superior to their contrivance ; and we have gather- 
ed, and still continue to collect, a vetst quantity of 
necessaries. 



Digitized by 



Google 



185 

^ The cellars have not been touched by the fire ; 
and, dnring the last twenty-four honrs^ the inhabi- 
tants have saved many valuabFe articles. Indeed, 
on the first discovery of the nobility's design to 
burn the city, these honest people endeavoured to 
arrest the progress of the flames ; but in vain, for 
the governor had taken the horrible precaution to 
carry off or destroy all the fire engines. 

" The army is recovering fi-om its fatigues. We 
have bread in abundance, and potatoes, cabbages, 
and other vegetables ; also meat, salted provisions, 
v^ine, Urandy, sugar, coffee; in a word, provisions 
Ofev^ry sort. 

" The temperature is yet that of autumn. The 
soldiers continually find numbers, of pelisses and 
furs for winter. Moscow was the depot for these 
compaodities." 

The next bulletin supplies any deficiency his 
troops might have in arms, cannon or gunpowder ; 
and shot and shells of every description, they found 
by hundreds, thousands, and tens of thousands. 

The twenty-second bulletin adds floods of wine 
and brandy, and whole magazines of furs, sugars, 
clothes, &c. &c. &c. 

These valuable articlait continued to grow in plen- 
tiful crops out of the earth, so late as the 27th of 
September ; and, during the extraordinary harvest, 
the French troops did not foil to revive in due 
vigour from all their wants and toils. But, sur- 
prising to relate, on the 14th of October (only seven- 
teen days after this great repletion !) we find all 
tfaede abundant resources consamed and devoured! 
the ammunition expended ! the provisions eatea 
up I the clothes and furs worn out! and the lately 
well-provided army reduced at once, as if by a 
magician's wand, to famine aod nakedness! 
24* 
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Tbe Kkole fabric bad been a creaUire of BoMai^ 
^rtg s own imagination ; and the wonder c^asea» 
thai theTision shonld dissolve, and leave not a 
wreck behind ! It did disaolKe, but the wreck waa 
vast and many } tbe wreck, noC of the riches ha 
fonnd, but of the rain he rendered yet wore de^ 
solate. 

After having wasted nearly five weeks in vaia 
boasts and as Tain hopesi the French leader deemed 
it prudent to leaver a place which only presented 
to his view tbe possible grave (^ bis ambition, and 
a perpetual memento of tbe patriotic firmness c^ 
the Russian people. 

The sacking and barning of the city of Moscow, 
by this man of the earth, (to whom so naiuiy infa« 
tuated spirits, even at tliis hour, are ready to buUd 
altars,) was immediately followed by an attempt 
from the s^me godlike hand, to destroy the KVem- 
lin. While he flattered himself whh tbe probabili- 
ty of maintaining his possession of the Capital^ he 
had employed some of bis men in materially 
strengthening the military part of this great fortress. 
He now ordered it to be undermined, and filled 
with combustibles, and gunpowder, ready for the 
fus6e. We cannot better express the covnpreheii<* 
sive plan of this destruction, nor describe the ef- 
fects of the desolation be had already wroughti 
than by transcribing a few paragraphs frou hja owd 
report on the subject 

** When Moscow ceased to exist!'' with the Im- 
perial' aipartueMiSj. ^ the Emperor hdd determined 
to abandon the maes <^ ruins, and to occupy the 
Kretnl^> with three thousand men. But, after a 
bard labour of fifteen days^ to improve its miUtary 
works, it was thought wtA to have aufficient streqgth 
to maintain itself with such a garrison, and without 
outwavd aid, fov eveii the t^rt term of twenty or 
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Airtjrdays, against aiiy attacking force/ Besides, 
t&e detacfament would have weakened and embar- 
rMsed the army, without pt-omisiog any adequate 
ndvatitage. If we attempt to protect Moscow 
iftgainst the beggars and i>Iunderer8, who are watch- 
ing tore-enter what were once its walls, it must 
fee by a garrison of twenty thousand men. The 
ideais vaiti, for Mosicow is now no more. What 
was the city, is become a depopulated region of 
^o»ous matter, where pestilence and death brood 
continualiy oter die reeking ipass. 
' '^ A desperate multitude ; two hundred tiiousand 
iioitseless wretches, who all day wander itr the 
iMfigtkfoouritig woods perishing with hunger, appear 
m troops at night amid the rubbish of the suburbs, 
^Bueekifig in their heaps, for some means to sustain 
fiMoiiAfing nature, some solitary Tegetable, in the 
ethansted gardens. 

** When we view the desert, and its miserable in- 
habitants, it appears useless to compromise any of 
^r own advantages for such aq abject. Tlie site of 
Mdscow, is no longer a place of mil|ta(7 impor- 
taflee, or a point of political interest. 

** AH tlie adjoining hnildii^ hftving been emp* 
tied nHth great care ; and the Kremlin beiqg jn. 
didously mined, at two pVlock in the morning 
at the SSd of October, !t wad blown iato the air 
by the Duke 6f Tri vise (Mortier.) The arsenal, 
flie barracks, the magaxhies, ftll hate been destroy- 
ed. This ancient dt^d, fhnn whence is dated 
the fotiodaiion of the Empire { This first palace of 
the Tiars, exists fio more ! 

^Of four thousand superb honses of stone, 
which Moscow contained, there now onlyremainl^ 
t^ htMdref). It was reported that cue fourth of 
Hhe whole number had escaped ; but in this false 
edcnl^Oft^ eight ht^^ndred churches vrete taken 
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into tiie accouiit, and eveii tliey were almost alt 
heavily damaged. With palaces, churches, aDd 
public structures, fell also whole streets of less con- 
siderable buildings; and, out of eight thousand 
bouses of wood, only five hundred remained un- 
^destroyed. 

'* Whea this great retribution was made, it was 
suggested to the Emperor y still further to chastise 
the Russians, by burning the two thousand villa^ 
ges't which surrounds Moscow, and all the castles 
and country houses in its vicinity. Four columns, 
of two thousand men each, were proposed to be 
sent out in every direction, to a distance of twenty 
leagues, to set fire to, and devastate every object 
in uieir path. Such a general desolatiouy observed 
the advisers of this scheme, tvill teach the Russians 
to make war according to its received rules ; and not 
tike Tartars. If they bum one village or liousCj we 
will punish the act by burning a hundred. 

^* The Emperor re/used to adopt thissystem^ which 
he.said would only aggravate the misfortunes of 
the people ; and out of the nine hundred proprie- 
tors of the castles proposed to be destroyed, there 
were, perhaps, but one hundred whp were sincere- 
ly the partisans of Rastapchin, the Marat of Rus- 
sia ! The other eight hundred, continued the great 
Napoleon, are brave men, already too much the 
victims of despotic power. We will not then, for 
the sake of vengeance against a. hundred guilty 
wretches, involve eight thousand and nine hundred 
ihnoeent persons in utter ruin. And should we con- 
sent to the destruction of the villages, would there 
not be two thousand helpless peasants^ left without 
resource or shelter } 

*' In conformity with these ^acious sentiments, 
the Emperor was contented with the anninilation 
of the citadel, and other military buildings ; and 
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nvhile the work of destruction proceeded, he for* 
bade that the individuals should be harmed who 
had already suffered so severely from the conse- 
quences of war." 

How gladly would humanity trace any affinity 
with its own nature, in the character of even the 
most cruel tyrant.. It is ^teful to the heart that 
wishes the good of every fellow creature, to see 
the germs of virtue in some transaction of the be* 
ing whose ordinary actions are demonstrative of 
his delight in crime. So would we hail any ap- 
pearance of mercy in the warfare of a man who, 
for so many years, has held Europe steeped in 
blood. But the licensed scene of ravage so lately 
exhibited in the capital of the Tzars, unequivocal* 
ly proves that Napoleon spared the distant villages 
and castles around Moscow, because they ^ere out 
of the reach of his hands. Those which were in 
its immediate vicinity experienced all the horrors 
of fire and sword. 

Every prep;aration having been rapidly made to 
put the army in motion, Buonaparte in person^ 
with a tone of hilarity, informed his troops, that 
he was conducting them to winter quarters^ ^' Je 
veux vous cpnduire dans vos quartiers-d'hiver, (said 
he) si je rencontre les Russes dans mon chemin, je 
ies battrai. Si non, tant mieux pour eux." 

Could defeat and wretchedness hfive laughed in 
derision at the boastiug which had ruined them, the 
men who heard this gasconade must have been so 
moved. But. their leader knew them well. They 
foi^t the^ own misery while inflicting distress on 
others ; and in the ra^e of plunder, beheved them- 
selves enjoying the tnumph of victory. 
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While these thii^ were transactiag m Mascow 
Mkd its adjomiog camp, the detachmetits of Gene- 
ral Baron Vhiziogofode co&tioued to keep on the 
alert ; and daily brought to his head-quarters at 
Klien, a eonsiderable nuiober of prisoaers. Colo- 
nel Beakeiidorf, one of his Imperial Majesty's Bide» 
deKsamps, at the head of his little division, (Mrhich 
was stationed lietween theeity of Volokolamsk atMt 
Mojaisk) ably fulfiUed his duty of observation ; 
and sent in, amongst odier prisoners, one fVench 
courierwith dispatches* 

The object of the French, whenev^ they trerfe 
seen abroad, seemed solely to procure provisionf^ 
ahd forage. But in almost every attempt tibey 
were disappointed, and so pressed by the Rnsstan 
light troops and the peasantry, tiiat tbeir comman* 
ders found it necessary to co^rer every narandiiig 
party with a strong escort. 

Co the 5th of October, the enemy di^pMched 
fh>m Moscow a detachment of more (hlin usunt 
strength r it was composed of six thoussmd infan- 
try, with ^veral regiments of cavalry, and sist pto^ 
ces of artillery, under tiie command of Oenef^ 
Delsoo. It took the road to Dtmitroff. 'the 
Cossacs, who were in observation ht that directioti, 
enconifftered the detachment, but were soon obliged 
to fatll back ; leaving the road to Tatrtslaff <psi^ 
open to the depredators. By this parHd advm^ 
iage on their side, the commimiccKibn between that 
city and Baron VinzingoroAe was cut ofll In ib& 

* At (he end of the volume, Lettfre from BnoDtparl6, io tkete 
^spatchcfl, may be fotind* 
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QUse of thisiiiiccessful body bein^ followed up Vy 
que of increase forqe^ wmch might be int^ncl^d 
fo get roand bis left, and approach the gOT^rnmeal 
of TweTy Vinziogorode took the precautioi) to la^ 
idrm the governor of that provioce of his appre* 
heagions ; and to snggest similar vigilauce on 
its pwt with that of his own little army. He 
ttrengthened bis recoDDoitering parties with his best 
troopSf and so disposed them, that he did not ^U 
low the enemy's flank a moment's repose. 

Menacing a» were now the columns which issued 
from the French camp at Moscow, no idea was en-* 
tertoined of their object, but that of piundering itt 
greater security ; and the Cossac picqoets corrobo^ 
rated this impression, by reporting the continued 
sacking and burning of the villages in the neigh- 
bourhood of ttieir excursions. 

On the 10th of October the enemy pushed on, 
and possessed himself of the cytif of pimitroff; 
laying waste the country on all sides ; and thet^ 
turned bis ikce towards KKm. On the «ame day^ 
another detachment left Moscow, taking the St.. 
Petersburgh road, and passing through Tschemi- 
grease^ halted about six wersts from that place. 

These movements seemed for something raoi^ 
than forage, and to threaten the force of Genera) 
Vinsiegorode. He was too weajk in the pre$ent 
dismembered state of ht^ division, to oppose an at* 
tack ; and, therefore to prepare for it» should ime 
be intended, be recalled the troops under Colonel 
Benkendorf, and any which his detachiiients on 
th^ various roads could spare. With this firm lit^ 
tie bandr he reioaiqied in front of the toworof Klin^ 
to arrest the advance of the enemy in that direc- 
tion. 

N^twitbstandii^ these hostile movements, no af«» 
fiiir ^f any consequence io^mediately to^ place. 
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Prisoners continued to be taken in slight skinBish€lk» 
and numbers of Westphalian Saxons, and otbei' 
German soldiers, fled daily from their oppressor 
towards the Russian lines. The report of these 
men, apprised the Baron of the real intentions of 
Napoleon. They informed him that the greater 
part of the French army had broken up its camp 
at Moscow, and under its ambitious leader bad 
taken its course towards the rich provinces of the 
empire, where the Russian grand army then stood. 

This intelligence explained the nature of the de- 
monstrations Vinzingorode had collected his troops 
to oppose. The advanced movements in his direc- 
tion, were pnly to conceal that of their main .body 
to the contriary point. 

The Cossacs in the neighbourliood of Dimitroff, 
gave information at head-quarters that the French 
General Dalzel, after ravaging the city, and mal- 
treating the inhabitants, with every species of cni- 
elty, had abandoned the place, and followed by 
two hundred carts laden with plunder, was re- 
tiring towards Moscow. 

Vinzingorode no sooner received this intelligence 
than he put himself at the head of three regiments 
of cavalry, which were composed of Hussars, Kal- 
mucs, and Cossacs, and reached the despoiled city 
On the evening of the 13th, just as the last ranks 
of the enemy's rear-guard were quitting it. Without 
losing a moment he caused them to be pursued and 
attacked. His commands were obeyed with vig- 
our ; and the success that attended the Russian 
arms drove the foe before them for several wersts, 
until darkness, and the shelter of the woods, stop- 
ped the operations of cavalry. Many prisoners 
were made ; and one hundred carts re-taken, filled 
with the effects of the plundered citizens. They 
were sent back to Dimitroff, and restored next 



Digitized by 



Google 



193 

day to the inhabitants. Meanwhile the Russiaii 
troops followed the retrograde career of the French 
division, which did not halt till it re-entered Mos- 
cow. 

The booty which these brigands had taken, with 
the exception of a very few carts, all fell into the 
hands of the Cossacs. 

A strong party, which had been detached from 
General Balzel's division, held a good station at 
Vinagradouya, about seventeen wersts from Mos- 
cow ; and the body of French which had been dis^ 
patched to Tschemi-grease, also maintained its po- 
skioti in that place. 

Baron Vinzingorode, while he planted his little 
army before these posts of the enemy, informed 
himself so thoroughly of the force left in Moscow, 
that he soon understood how weakly it was ap- 
pointed, and that the forces in advance before him, 
and who reached to the Mojaisk road, were a part 
of the fourth division under the command of Gene- 
ral Mortier. 

On the 19th of October, the enemy were observ- 
ed to have fallen back nearer to Moscow. Upon 
this report, Yinzingorode gave orders to Major- 
General Iloviaskoy, to move forward on the great 
road, and, with .his light cavalry reconnoiter, and 
discover at what distances they bad taken up their 
new stations. Whilst Iloviaskoy advanced, the 
Baron meant to follow with the remainder of his 
division, to be in readiness to support the Major- 
General, should circumstances make it necessary. 

A few troops of the light cavalry pushed on 
werst after werst, without meeting any obstacle, to 
the very barrier of Moscow, which terminates the 
St. Petersburgb road. They passed it, and saw on- 
ly a few straggling soldiers in the suburbjs. En- 
couraged by this appearance of an almost complete 
25* 
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evacuation of the place, they proceeded a littfe 
farther, but only a little, for a formidable column* 
of French infantry presented itself. The fierce- 
ness of its charge soon made the Russian squadrons 
seek a hasty retreat. They had hardJy regained 
the outside of the towp, when a body of about fSf- 
teen hundred of the enemy's cavalry issued froni 
the gate. The Russian detachment must now 
hare Iveen lost, had not General Jloviaskoy happi- 
ly arrived at the moment, Avith his whole force. 
Though powerful in resolution, it was inferior in 
numerical strength to the French ; however, its brave 
General did not stand on nice calculations; and, de- 
termined that his adversaries should not long drive 
his gallant little advanced party before them, he at- 
tacked their fofemost ranks with a vigour that made 
fhem stand. Many noble charges were made, and 
though sustained with considerable valour by the 
French, their glorious effect was to dear the ground 
of the enemy, who fled in disorder, taking refuge 
in the city, and leaving fifty men dead on the field, 
with sixty-two, besides three officers, prisoners ia 
the hands of the victors. 

This fortunate affair enabled Baron Vinzingofode 
to draw^ the circle of his positions closer to the 
town, and to establish his out-posts within two 
wersts of it. 

On the other side of Moscow, an equal success 
attended the Cossacs, who, on the road leading to 
Dimitroff, bad encountered several bodies of the 
enemy, killed many, made others prisoners, and 
drove the remainder to seek their shelter also in the 
desolated city. Having done this service, they es- 
tablished their out-posts at a short distance from 
the quarter, within whose gates their enemies had 
fled. 



Digitized by 



Google 



19o 

Tbevicmity of Zwinigorod was fr^ed from its 
marauders, by the incessant watchfulness and re* 
solution of Itie detachment planted as its protection. 
Lieutenaot-Colonel Tchernisouloff, who was its 
comnQander^ carried his gallantry so far as to push 
on to tlie high road between Ghatz and Wiazma, 
The opposition he met in this enterprise was obsti- 
nate and sanguinary, but his determined spirit over- 
came every obstacle, and after a hard pontest, he 
took a whole detachment (including its officers) 
prisoners. When he sent the account of his suc- 
cess to head-quarters, he reported that the road, 
on which he was pursuing his advantage was cover- 
ed with coiiptless waggons ; some, he said, he was 
informed welfe filled with araoiunitjon, but the most 
were vehicles for the sick and the wounded. The 
latter, he added, must soon be relieved of their 
load, for the number who hourly die, and are 
thrown out in heaps on the road, line the way w iih 
horrible vestiges of perishing mortality. 

Between the 2d of October and the 16th of the 
same month, the Russian division that protected 
the direction of St. Petersburgh, forwarded to the 
government depot at Twer, nearly a thousand pri- 
soners, officers and men ; and, in taking these proofs 
of their successes, they did not lose more than twen- 
ty Cossacs, forty soldiers of the line, and two of- 
ficers. 

Baron Vinzingorode, having thus ©early encircled 
the capital with the forces under bis command, 
and finding that the enemy, as well as the victorious 
Russians, was daily drawing from its garrison, re- 
solved to make one essay, at least, to restore the 
city of the Tzars to its ancient empire. To be an 
instrument in such an act was indeed an aninoating 
thought to every soldier that composed his little ar<* 
my ; and all were eager to follow their intrepid 
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General to an achievement so worthy of immortal 
fame. 

On the 22d of October, the determined Vinzin- 
gorode gave orders for the troops under Major-Gene- 
ral Iloviaskoy to advance ; and those under Ben- 
kendorf, vrere to follow with the rest of the divi- 
sion. The Baron, whose heroic soul was all in 
arms, at this moment so critical to his sovereign and 
to his own reputation, placed himself, with his 
aide-de-camp the brave Captain Narishkin, at the 
head of Ifive hundred Cossacs. They rushed to 
the attack ; they passed the barriers of the city ; 
and, seconded by the troops of Iloviaskoy, they 
speedily overthrew the infantry and scattered squad- 
rons of the enemy, and constrainelt them, after 
fluffering a considerable loss, to seek protection un- 
der the guns of the citadel. 

In order to make it known to the chief of the 
French garrison that a^ny longer resistance on hi^ 
part would only be the sacrifice of every soul under 
his command, the white signal of amity was taken 
in the hand of the victorious Yinzingorode, who, 
with his aide-de-camp Narishkin (a hero, like him- 
self, as full of clemency as of courage,) galloped 
forward, waving the pledge of honour and of 
mercy. 

But they had not men to deal with vvho had been 
educated in the school of heroes, in which the 
Montmorency and the Condg had been professors. 
The foe to whom the generous sons of Russia now 
offered the affiance of reciprocal honour, had learnt 
their creed of military policy from m arriors of a 
different stamp ; firom a leader, and bis myrmidons, 
who set at nought the vows of man to man, the 
laws of religion, the bonds of national esteem, and 
even the common respect of honesty to honesty in 
the sipfiplest transactions of life. From ft banditti 
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of this sort, the gallant Yinzingorode could meet 
with no reception answerable to the niagnanimbus 
spirit, which brought him from the acclaim of vic- 
tory, to offer, in the midst of their bleeding ranks, 
the palm of mercy to his perishing enemies. The 
emblem of peace which he held in his hand, was 
not regarded. They saw their conqueror in their 
power, and the ungrateful wretches whom bis 
clemency alone had preserved, rushed in between 
him and his advancing dragoon^, and carried both 
him and his brave aide-de-camp prisoners into the 
Kremlin. 

This event happened b^fpre Buonapart6 thought 
fit to dispatch orders for the final demoli|;ion of 
that fortress : and the baseness of this breach of 
truce was so conspicuous, that every one believed ^ 
the measure of French iniquity in Moscow quite ' 
filled up ; until the moment arrived when the hor- 
rid mandate was given for destroying a structure 
which had stoo<d the storms of ages ; and then eve- 
ry brave heart in the empire was wrung, as if it 
had listened to the death-warrant of a revered pa^ 
rent. 

The mines were completed : the walls, the towers, 
the arsenal, the palace, and the great church, now 
stood upon a heap of combustibles ; a few sparks 
were only necessarv to level to the ground this 
place, which the fathers of the empire had raised } 
and, even the most barbarous adversaries had sparg- 
ed, in reverence to the patriarchal ages of Kus* 
sian heroism ! 

The morning of the 23d of October, at an early 
hour, was destined to witness the destruction or 
the Kremlin, and of all the buildings attached to its 
bulwarks. Almost the whole of its French ganri^ 
son retired during the night preceding the moment 
intended for springing the train, only leaving a 
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.^u^ll detachiDent of desperate spirits, who, iiistV 
,^ated by a great reward, had pledged themselves 
not to rejoin the army until they had reduced the 
Kremlin to a heap of ashes. 

At two o'clock in the morning, the first explo- 
sion took place. The Russian General, who had 
meditated an attack, siezed on this signal of des- 
truction, as that for rushing on its perpetrators ; 
and before another mine could be sprung, the 
dauntless Iloviaskoy with his brave followers forced 
the gates, and assaulting the wretches with the 
very fire brands in their hands, took them all pri- 
oners. 

Thus were the intentions of Napoleon frustrat- 
ed ; the glory of Moscow, which he thought to 
have extinguished in the ruin of the Kremlin, was 
preserved ; and tiie ancient capital of the Empire, 
restored to its lawful Sovereign ! ^ Proud was the 
moment to Iloviaskoy, when he planted the eagles 
of his country again in the citadel of Moscow. 
On examining the damage done to the Kremlin, 
from Uie effects of the mine, he found it compara- 
tively trifling, with the mischief intended. Only a 
small part of the wall, and one of the towers had 
been thrown down. The citadel, the palace, the 
arsenal, and otiier public buildings were entire ; and 
will henceforth stand, a monument to future ages» 
pot only of the magniAceuce of Russian Sovereigns, 
but of the impotent rage, and arrogant falsehood 
of the ambitious tyrant of ilip French. He boast- 
ed that all had been /completely destroyed ; hi« 
words are, '* the Kremlin exists no more !" Had 
his plan for its destruction been executed in its full 
extent, hundreds of his own sick and wounded 
followers must have perished in the various explo- 
sions ; for the churches, and other large build- 
ings of this immense fortress, were filled with them. 
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With these tniserable wrecks of homan nature^ the 
Russian soldiers found in the Kremlin, tbrty-two 
pieces of cannon, two hundred and thirty-seven 
ammunition waggon-loads of cartridges, fifty-four- 
waggons with pontoons, nine with implements of 
war of all kinds, eleven with ilying forges, and 
thirty-five intended for provisicns. That these last 
had been long empty and had no means of being 
replenished was evident in the famished aspects of 
the wretched invalids. Their state of suffering 
from their wounds, their diseases, and their wants, 
was beyond imagination, horrible. Dreadful as* 
was the alternative, had Bnonapartg persisted in 
exposing his followers, to the miseries of craving 
nature,, at Moscow, the explosion of the Kremlin 
would have been a blessing to all who perished in 
its fires. 

As soon as it was known in the surrounding coun* 
try that Moscow was again in the power of the 
Russians, thousands of its fugitives crowded in from 
all quarters. But how distressing was the scene I 
In vain did they look for their homes : scarcely a 
house was left standing — ^The streets were heaps 
of rubbish ; ^nd, only, after great labour to clear 
a passage to their entrances, could the ^ poor crea- 
tures find a shelter in the cellars. Into these dis- 
mal vaults did the fainting and eager multitude 
throw themselves in crowds, to find protection 
from the inclemency of the approaching seasou. 
Six or seven wretched families would press together 
into one narrow chamber, without light and with- 
out heat, too happy to conceal their nakedness from 
the day, and to still the pangs of hunger with some 
of the food the charity of their brave counirymeir 
had prepared for them. Buonaparte, the cause of 
all their miseries, had but too ttuely represented 
thoir wretched stato. They had be^n wandering 
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many dreadfiil weeks, in the adjacent woods , iaifi^ 
ine and suffering of every kind their constant com-^ 
panions. 

How many frantic mothers, there cast their chil- 
dren, gasping for life and nourishment, beneath 
the trees and turned away their heads that they 
might not see them die ! And now, when they re- 
turned to the ashes of their former dwellings, sad 
indeed was the lamentation which was raised. 
Some wept for their perished infants ; some for the 
husbands of Uieir hearts ; some for the several deaf 
connexions of father, son, and brother ; and oth- 
ers ipourned their hearths, which no longer existed 
to bear even the remembrance of happiness depart- 
ed for ever. 

General Iloviaskoy, as humane as brave, having 
rescued the remains of Moscow, turned his who)e 
attention towards ameliorating the condition of the 
inhabitants. Until the proper steps could be tsken 
for the re-establishment in the city of the ancient 
military and civil institutions, he made every per- 
sonal exertion to erase apprehension from the 
minds of the people, and to restore them to com- 
posure and to comfort. 

He relieved the natural horror which they all 
felt at the presence of a Frenchman, even if he 
were a captive, by sending the prisoners who were 
able to move, (which amounted to no more than six 
hundred, many having died iirom the weakness con- 
sequent to their antecedent wants) to Twer. Th6 
sick and wounded, who still existed in the Founds 
ling hospital, and other infirmaries of the Krem- 
lin, the merciful Uoviaskoy treated no longer as 
enemies, but directed that their quarters should be 
made comfortable, and put over them two of their 
own surgeons who had been taken prisoners. 
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« ife who have the MindDess still to call the Russiab, 
H barbarian nation ; ye who speak wiUi what the 
tScotch Would call a glamoured vision of Napoleon's 
warfare ; compare tMse characteristics of the two 
people, and say, which is civilized, which is hu* 
tnan! If nature may utter the troth, the spell is 
broken, and the tyrant will no longer be mistaken 
for a demi-^od. 

' When the ravages of the fires, lit by the etnissa* 
ries of Buonaparti, were stopped by the vigorous 
efforts of the Russian soldiery ; the half-femished 
tialives who poured in from the woods; and the 
perishing inhitbitafits, who crept from their vaulted 
sanctuaries, in the city, offered themselves to as- 
sist in clearing die squares and streets from the nu 
merous bodies, both of horse and man, which lay 
in «very dhrection, blocking up the pa8si^;e, and 
polluting the air. Even the sacred pavements of 
the churches, were strewed with pestilential carca- 
ses. There, the patriot, had died to preserve bis 
altars from profanation ; and there the sacrilegious 
violator had expired under all the tortures of disease 
and faittine. But the exposed remains of human 
mortality was not sufficient indignity in the eyes of 
bim who had worshipped the Goddess of French 
Republicanism ; and who bad bo*wed to Mahomdt 
in the Pyramids of Egypt : — He introduced beaste 
of burthen into the churches of Moscow to defile 
their altars ; he poured out the blood of every liv- 
infir creature, on the pavement, who dared to con- 
tend with his will, or to say — " Respect the house 
consecrated to the Creator ; spare tiie martyr who 
would die in its defence !** 

All were active, to the extremest exertion of their 

strength, to remove objects so agonizing to their 

hearts, so dangerous to their existence ; for the air 

had already become heavily infected with putridity. 

26* 
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As yon looked ("CHIi the 6^/iXB of the c&QKhes^ 
along the streets, and over the squares, this sea 
q( desolation fNresented to the eye in one view, the 
united ravages of a plague^ vvith the bleeding hor^ 
o^ors of a merciless war. 

]0 the coui^se of a few days, the surface of the 
pdaio streets was cleared, by throwing the dead 
bodies into the river Moskva, but the narrow lanes 
were yet blocked up wilh strongly wedged heaps 
of rilain ; the murdered which lay in the wells^ 
many of the cellars, and under all the ruins, were 
incalculable, and from the stench could not be re* 
moved. The dnead of a pestilence now spread itr" 
self over the eity ; indeed nothing could have avert* 
ed its ravages but the rigour of the season^ which 
t^on put the atmosphere in chains. 

On the 28th of October, Major-General Ivashr 
kin, the chief master of poUee, returned to the cityv 
^md resumed his functions. The Military Govern 
or, the magnanimous Count Rastapchin was soo% 
expected. All hearts opened to welcome a patriot 
whose name must ever be remembered with venera* 
tion and gratitude. Buonaparte, (whose personal 
enmity to an enemy, is ever a proof of that enemy s 
fealty to his own country,) when he writes of Countf 
Rastapchin, cannot forbear endorsing the diploma 
of his merits, with a thousand epithets of abuse. 

Th^ patriotic reader need only read a transcript 
of the tetter which this judicious and disinterested 
nobleman affixed to a gate opposite to his palace it* 
the country, fto which .noble building he set fire* 
with his own nands ;) to understand how well Ras- 
tapchin deserved the hatred of the enemeis of Rus- 
sia. 

" For eight years, I found my pleasure in embel- 
lishsng this country retreat. I lived here in p^iec.t 
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Aow around me, largely partook of my felicity. 
But you approach ! and the peasantry of this do»- 
main, to the number of one thousand seven hun^ 
^Ired and tweuty human betngs, fly far away ; and 
I put the fire to my house ! We abandon all, we 
<x>n8ume all, that meitber ourselves nor our habita- 
tions may be polluted with your presence. 

" Frenchmen, I left to yonr avidity, two of lay 
houses in Moscow, full of furniture abd ifalual|^es 
to the amount of half a milLioa of roubles. Here, 
you will find nothiug but ashes. 

(Signed) Fe^or, Cauut RastapchmJ' 

The moment the news was brought to Field«M ar* 
shal Koutousoff, that Moscow was again in the 
hands of his troops, he spread the liappy intelli* 
gence throughout the army and the empire in tbd 
following animated address : — 

ORDER ISSUED TO THE ARMIES, 

OCTOBER 10th, O. S. 3ia N. S. 

< 

Tke following Declaration is given for the Instruct 
tion of all the Troops under my Command. 

" At die moment in which the enemy entered 
Moscow, he beheld the destruction of tliose pjn^ 
posterous hopes by which he had been flattered : 
ne expected to find there Plenty and Peace ; an4 
on the contrary he saw himself devoid of every ne-. 
cessary of life ; harassed by the length oC^,|»gntina* 
ed marches; exhausted £odr want of prOvuStdmh; 
wearied » and tormented by our parties interoepting 
his slender succours; losing without the honour of 
battle, thousands of his troops, cut off by our provin* 
eial detachments; and no^ospect before him bat this' 
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vengeance of an armed nation, threatening «mihiki«» 
tion to the whole of his army. In every Roaaiaa he 
b^eld a hero, equally disdaitilul and abhorrent of 
his deeeitfal promises : in every state of the empire he 
met an additional and insurmountable rampart of^ 
posed to his strongest efforts. After sustainii^ in^ 
calculable losses by the attacks of our brave troops, 
he recognised at last, the phrenzy of his expecta-* 
tions, that the foundations of the empire would be 
shaken by his occupation of Moscow. Nothing 
remained for him, but a precipitate flight : the re- 
solution was no sooner taken, than it was executed ; 
and he fled, abandoning nearly the whole of his 
sick, to the mercy of an outraged people, and leav- 
ing Moscow on the 11th of this month» complete* 
]y evacuated. 

The horrible excesses which he committed, while 
in that city, are already well known, and have left 
an inexhaustible sentiment of vengeanee in the 
depths of every Russian heart ; but t have to add, 
that his impotent rage exercised itself in blowmg 
up part of the Kremlin, where, by a signal inter- 
position of Divine Providence, the sacred Temples 
and Cathedral have been saved. 

'' Let us then hasten to pursue this impious ene- 
my, while other Russian armies once more occupy- 
ing "Lithuania, act in concert with us for his de- 
struction 1 Already do we behold him in full flight, 
abandoning his baggage, burning his war-carriages, 
and reluctantly separating himself from t^ose 
treasures, which his profane hands had torn from 
the very altars of God. Already desertion and 
femine spread confusion before Napoleon ; and be- 
hind him, arise the murmurs of his troops, like the 
roar of ti^reatening waves. .While these appall- 
ing sounds attend the retreat of the French, 
in the ean.of >the .Russians^ resounds the voice o$ 
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their magnaaimous monarcb. Listen soldiers ! 
vhile he thus addresses you ! '^ Extinguish the 
flames of Moscow, tn the blood of our invaders !'' 
Russians ! let us obey this solemn, command ! our 
injured country, appeased by this just vengeance, 
uriU then retire satisfied from the field of war, and 
behind the line of her extensive frontiers, ivill take 
her ai^ust station, between Peace and Glory ! 

*^ Russian warriors ! God is our Leader ! 

^Signed) 

'^ Morechal Prince Gdlmistsheff^ Kauitmaoff, 
** Ckneral io CUef of ail the ArmieB,*' 



The army of General Essen had remained, since 
the afiair of the 2Sd of August, without beii^ en^ 
jgaged in any enterprise of considerable moment 
Its position was nearly the same as that which it 
took up immediately after the contest of that day; 
and the attitude was so menacing, that a month 
elapsed, and still the enemy evinced no signs of 
venturing again to disturb its heroic vigilance. 

The communication was uninterrupted between 
the armies of Essen and of Vigtenstem ; and, had 
it not been for some slight firings from the French 
advanced posts, no symptoms would have appear-^ 
ed of any wish to interrupt it 

Essen was informed that considerable bodies of 
the division opposed to him, had &llen back from 
Mittau, and left that eity with a very inadequate* 
guard. He lost no time in making preparations to 
possess himself of a place which, he knew had long 
Veen the intermediate, depot of the enemy for its 
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providiofis, and other oecessaries required ia tkat 
quarter. 

With this view be ordered a strong force to ad«- 
Tauce to Mittau. At the tnomeot they set out, ha 

E laced himself at their head. As they proceeded^ 
e descried some Prussian troops ou the road leadi> 
log to Baoosk : bat tfaey retired with prectpitatioa 
ou perceiving the Russians, and left tlie country 
quite open to their operations. Essen pushed oa 
. his cavalry^ a»d» follewing soon after, entered the 
city without opposition on the 29th of September. 
He took fifty eflective soldiers prisoners, and found 
about one hundred and fifty wounded in the hospi- 
tal. Four pieces of brass ordnance fell into his 
hands and also a vast quantity of provisions, with 
the whole mass of pelisses which had been collect- 
ed from the requisition for furs, levied on the pro- 
vince of Courtand. These last articles were of the 
utmost consequence to the well-being of the army 
that possessed them in the cold season. That was 
now fast approaching, and the want of furs during 
a winter's campaign in thb northern ciimate, was 
a calamity almost as great as the want of food. 

General D'York, who commanded in chief in 
this quarter, did not allow the Russians to remain 
long in unmolested possession of diis dty ; and; 
whilst he ordered General Grawart to move upon 
Riga through £ckau, D'Ywk himself advanced 
towards Mittau, to drive Essen from bis newly-ac* 
<]uired post. 

The Russian General informed himself of his ad- 
versary's strength ; and finding that it lay prmcipal- 
ly iu cavalry, (a force particularly adapted to thie 
nature of the ground on which they were,) and 
aware that his own little army was much inferior 
in this point ; thought it most prudent not to risk 
the lives of faisaoldiers in so manifest n dtsadvaai' 
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tnfpt, but f0 witiMtaw in goofd order from the city. 
Before he made this movemeDt he took possegsion of 
all its military stores, aokl then retired from tiie 
plac^ io the direction of Riga. By this march, he 
meant to unite his division with that of Lieutenants 
General Count Steiuget, who was acting in front 
of the eneoiy, and wl^o had left Riga a few days 
before, the better to cover it from the French, who 
threatened to approach it frofB the vicinity of ¥e^ 
tergoff, a town near which they hovered in great 
numbers. This station afforded them many ad» 
Tantages, as it was situated near the roads that led 
to Dalenkirk and £ckau. 

Difficulties only stimulated the military talents 
of the gallant S^teingel, and he distributed with ad- 
mirable judgment, the several corps of his detach* 
meat along the most commandiBg points that lay 
between the enemy and his nearer approximation 
to Riga. To this eqd he placed his advanced guard,, 
«oder the immediate orders of Major-General Ve- 
iiaminoi^ some wersts in front of a small village call-^ 
ed Garosseh, and which covered the road to £ck«^ 
au. His left was near that town, and extend^ 
along the high road on the opposite side of a neigh^ 
bouring rivulet 

On the rnomii^ of the 31st of September, the 
whole of his advanced posts, consisting of Cos8ac» 
aod hussars, were attacked. They defended them- 
selves in a style of such intrepidity that the enemy 
waB checked at this point with considerable loss. 
The movjement the French qow made, induced 
General Veliaminoff to suspect that their next as4 
tt^ult would be* upon his left flank, tiie command 
df which he^had entrusted to Colonel Count Galateei 
His impression proved just; for^ in the course o^ 
a few minutes the enemy, in- great strength, cross^ 
ed the rivulet, and charged upo& his left caoliiaiQ:; 
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To repel this, the Russian artiHery abd tifdillelitir 
opened a heavy fire, which told so well upcm the 
advaDCiDg troops, that they retired tf ith predpita^- 
tipa ; but a reiuforcement with some pieces of ordr 
nance coming to their support, after two attempts^ 
their infantry penetrated to the high road near the 
village of Greden. Veliaminoff observed the ad- 
vantage the French had gained, and, determined io 
dislodge them, dispatched a battalion of infantry, 
with Cossacs and artillery, to attack them in this^ 
quarter. The contest was obstinate ; but at last 
the brave Russians had the satisfaction of compel!^ 
log their enemy to re-cross the rivulet, with a se- 
vere loss, and the dismounting of two of his guns. 
However he passed again^ higher up the stream^ 
sending forward a considerable force of infantry 
and artillery, with tlie intention of more ^ectnall^ 
turning the Rusdan left^Sank. Here again thebat^ 
tie re-commenced ; and, during four repeated e£* 
forts on the side of the French, was maintained 
with tremendous fury until night closed the scene ; 
and then the enemy, discomfited in all his ranks* 
thought it prudent to retire under the cover of the 
darkness. 

The Russian advanced ^uard was left victorion94 
and masters of the same ground they had occupi- 
ed at the b^inning of the affair. 

The IossK)n either side did not appear at all pro* 
portionate to the violence with which the combat 
had been fought. Four or five hundred, including 
killed and wounded, were all that suffered on that 
day. 

Although this affair was spoken of by the French 
as a sliglit thing, being only that of an advanced 
guard ; yet it was sufficient to show them ike de- 
termined intrepidity of their foe ; and, Macdonald 
made such reOections on the event as to induce 
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bim to mpve farther from his first position, and 
drvLW nearer to the Prussians. He was the mord 
inclined to this measure^ as his allies seemed like* 
]y to be in a conditioo to need his support ; for 
news reached him on his march that a formidable 
reinforcement to the Russians had disembaf-ked at 
tliga from Finland, under the command of Colonel 
Kidinger. 

This step on the part of the French General con* 
siderably facilitated the operations of Count Vig- 
tenstein, by liberating that part of his force which 
he had left to watch die enemy's motions near Di- 
nabourgh and towards Jacobstadt 

Several slight affairs continued to take place 
along the left bank of the Dwina ; and the activity 
and spirit of General Steingel never failed to keep 
Macdonald on the alert. The Prussians were, on 
every occasion, backward in seconding the views 
of their ally ; and so it was not to be wondered at, 
when they remained dormant to the menacing de* 
monstrations of the Russian Commander. 

Early in^October, the General Aide-de-camp, 
Marquis of Paulutchi, was appointed to the com* 
mand at Riga. The changes he made in the posi-^ 
tions formed under the direction of General Essen, 
were very few ; and the most prominent was plac* 
ing.a corps, under General Lewis, on the right 
bank of the Dwina.at Kirkgolm, opposite to Gene- 
ral Veliaminoff's lefl flank, which was then station-^ 
ed near Dalenkirke. This movement was to pre* 
vent Riga being menaced on that side ; and also to 
frustrate any attempts of the enemy to make excur- 
sions into Lavonia. 

From the troops of Steingel being permitted by 
the enemy to push forward with so little opposition 
on his right, it was evident he meant to aban- 
don these parts ojf the shorei» of the Dwina : In- 
27* 
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deed he maiataifred them with sucfi eanrelessb^d/ 
that the town of Frederickstadt, almost withoat a 
blow, fell into the hands of the Rnssinns on the^ 
of October. 

This retrograde motion of the French General^ 
ireed the troops of General Lewis from the neces- 
srity of keeping watch on their side of the DwiDa^ 
and, accordingly, they lost no time in recrossing 
the rirer, and forming a' junction with Yeliaminoff. 
Though the Russian General took every advantage 
that offered itself, from these e}i&traordinary move*' 
nients of the Frehch Generals, yet they could not 
form any satisfactory guess of the reasons on which 
they were founded. The Commander-iti-chfef at 
Riga thought it possible they meant to concentrate 
the 10th division of the French army, and then 
fkll with its wliole weight upon that city. The 
abandonment of the shore of the Dwina, by the 
enemy, so high up as Frederickstadt, was soon 
followed by a similar desertion all along its banks, 
even to Dinabourg ; and the troops, as they with- 
drew, were observed to take the road fo Essoros. 

Meanwhile, the detachment in advance from Ri- 
ga, under Steingel, steadily pursued its march ; 
and on the 10th of October found itself opposite to a 
part of Count Vigtenstein's army near Drissa. This 
fortunate junction decided the Count on immediate- 
ly attempting an enterprise he had in meditation ; 
And, with this in view, he moved in direct commu- 
nication with the Riga troops, informing their chief 
of his plan to attack Polotzk, drive the enemy from 
that city, and then, by compelling him to quit his 
strong position in the neighbourhood, force him to 
retreat on the Vitepsk road, where he wonld be- 
come completely exposed to the assaults of both 
corps, and be cut off from any hope of forming an 
nnion with Macdonald. 
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. To this end^ Vigtensteio directed General Steior 
gel to second the main body on the right bank of 
the river, by driving the enemy from his posts at 
Bonooia and Bondna ; and, if possible, Co possesR 
himself of Eknmania, and then proceed to. the vi- 
cinity of Polotzk. The caiTying of these points 
woald prevent Gouvion St. Cyr from crossing the 
Dwina at that city, and the consequent success 
must crown the n^ost sanguine wishes of the Rus*> 
3ian coadjutors. 

The two Generals being thqs in possession of 
their mutual intentions. Count Vigtenstein preparr 
ed to move. 

On the 18th of October, (the morning of his 
first day\s fighti^ for Iiis present object,) his army 
was posted in the following manner. His right 
wing extended from the road leading to Drissa, ii^ 
front of the village of Poplovo, on to the way of 
Tebeche, near Belse. Tiiese detachments were 
under the orders of Prince Yashville, and commu- 
nicated with odiers under General Sassnofl^ in the 
neighbourhood of a small lake at Uotouychi. The 
Count himself headed the left and strongest divi- 
sion of his army ; and it was stationed on the road 
leading to Neyel, at the village of Ourovichi. 

At six o'clock the whole line began to move to 
the attack. 

St. Cyr had placed the greater part of his forces 
in. advance of their fortified position, and expended 
his parties considerably in front, upon tlie road^ 
occupied by the Russians. His redoubts and en- 
trenchments had long been receiving every addition 
from military art and the city itself was encircled 
by a double trench and strong palisado. Witli 
these protections, in case of a defeat, the French 
General thought himself perfectly secure. The en- 
twppif e undertakien by his opponents was very <W* 
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lug, bat the talents and perseverance of Vig^tensteitf 
and his Generals, promised a brilliant result Si 
Cyr was aware of the characters ivith whieli be had 
to contend ; he knew that in proportion as the dif- 
ficulties of a Russian increase so do his courage 
and magnanimity. 

Before seven o*cIoc)c aH the advanced guards 
of the enemy, from his right flank to his left, were 
hotly engaged. They were continually reinforced 
by iKMlies of cayalry^ infantry, smd artillery, which 
covered the bank of the Dwrna ; but the impetu- 
osity of the Russians could not be resisted, and 
every renewal of the attack compelled the French 
to lose ground and numbers. Their right was 
heavily pressed by Count Vigtepstein. He bore 
down npon it with a concentrated force, and indi- 
vidual acts of valour that seemed more like a scene 
of chivalry than a common battle. He had been 
joined by a little army from St. Petersborgh, and 
these (re^h soldiers, full of indignation at the ene- 
my, and panting for glory, chained npon them with 
an enthusiasm of valour that performed deeds which 
commanded the admiration of the oldest veteran 
on the iield. 

St. Cyr, seeing his troops rapidly foil back, and 
that, if hi^ present position were forced from him, 
they must be entirely lost, called up a formidable 
support of Bavarians, Saxons, and Poles. These 
sturdy soldiers caused the ground to be again con* 
tested, and by the vigour of their exertions checked 
the Russian career. 

For several hours both armies struggled for the 
advantage. They poured death into each others 
ranks, and hundreds on each side heaped the ex^ 
tended plain so bloodily disputed. 

The French at length gave way. Their first retro* 
grade symptom was observed on the instant by tht» 
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• vigilant eye of Vigtenstein. He pushed forward a 
regiment of hussars, and a detachment of light ar* 
tillery, towards the retiring point ; and, by the 
fierceness of their charge, precipitated their retreat. 
The coqfusion spread to the centre, where the 
work of death was not less vehemently pursued. 
The left too, partf>ok of the dismay, and with one 
accord the whole line turned about, and the flight 
was general. 

Count Vigtenstein pursued, till the breathless erie* 
my found a shelter behind his entrenchments ; 
and, the gloom of nigl^t falling upon the bloody 
chase, the victors listened disdainfully to the guns 
which the defeated opened from their batteries 
upon their pursuers, and impatiently watched the 
dawn of that sun which was to light them on the 
morrow to the total destruction of their enemies. 

Meanwhile General Steingel had pushed on to 
the town of Drouya, where he fell in with a party 
of Macdonald s corps. They attempted to stop 
his advance, and, though the stand was obstinate^ 
ly maintained, he gave them a total overthrow \ ^ 
and, driving them across^the river Dissna, cleared 
the road through the city of that name. This last 
advantage he was the more eager to acquire, be- 
cause it would enable him (^should it be required) 
to assist the operations of his brave coadjutor. The 
loud and lengthened cannonade he heard, convinc- 
ed him that Vigtenstein had been long engaged ; 
and he lost no time in executing his part of theif 
great military enterprise. 

He sent immediate dispatches of his snccess to. 
the Count, and having received the answers he 
desired, at five o'clock in the afternoon the attacks 
were to be opened on both shores. It is scarcely 
possible to paint the burning impatience which 
glowed in every breast along the Jlussiiian line. 
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The moment of a final victory over this division ot 
their enemy ifvas come, and each individual felt 
himself ennobled in the privilege of becooiiqg the 
champion of his conntry, in dying for her rights, 
or conquering for her glory. 

The French contemplated the formidable array 
of their adversaris, and opened on them the whole 
range of their batteries with a tremendous cannon- 
ade. The dauntless Russians grasped their bayo» 
nets, and breasted this shower of balls, regardless 
of destruction. The parapets were forced, the re- 
doubts carried, and heaps of brave men fell on 
both sides, choking up the very gorges of the work^ 
with their accumulating bodies. 

The resistance made by the enemy was worthy 
of a better cause, but the determination of patriot* 
ism prevailed, and theemmissaries of tyranny wer^ 
driven in at all points, seeking a short protection 
from the palisftdoes, and then the city. Their re- 
treating steps were fast pressed by their victors, 
and as the latter advanced, the windows of the 
houses were filled with French soldia^, who ppur^ 
ed a heavy fire of bullets ^pon the heads of the in* 
jtrepid Russians. This salute was answered by one 
of more than equal power, with musketry, grape, 
and ball. 

Vigtenstein gave orders for a general assault. 
His troops, who had panted for that command, 
rushed on like a torrent. Nothing withstood their 
ardour. The palisadoes yielded to the crowds 
which pressed over them ; and, at a hundred points 
the city became the ^cene of terror and of death. 
Sufficient praise cannot be bestowed on the cxer* 
tionsof the generals and officers who headed these 
overwhelming bands, and 1^ their spirit to so de^ 
cisive a purpose. 
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Amiddt the* crash aad ruin which r^ohind^d iff 
*Yery quarter, General St; Cyr being severely 
ifvounded, and seeing that every thing was going 
against him, adopted the only means of saving the 
temainder of his army. His resolution was soofi 
spread thi^aghout bis discomfited rank, and, Col- 
lecting the remnant of his artillery, they extricated 
themselves with great effort from the cofusion in the 
city, and with their General precipitately began to 
cross the Dwina. 

Meanwhile^ General Steingel had not been less 
fortunate. He succeeded in beating the enemy's 
parties at Bononia, and drove them to within four 
wersts of Polotzk, on the left bank of the Dwina. 
This advantage threatened to block up the retreat 
of St. Cyr in that direction. 

* Such demonstrations urged the French General 
to lose no time in accomplishing his purpose, fiy 
a prompt exertion he had passed over the day be-> 
fore, his wouiided and guns. Being thus lightened 
of the heaviest objects of interest, with greater ease 
he moved forward his people, and by three o'clock 
in the morning of the 20th, they had made their 
escape from the city, breaking down the bridges as 
they crossed, and toking every other method of 
throwing obstacles in the way of their pursuers. 
He took the road towards Vileyka, hoping some- 
where in that neighbourhood to fall in with Gene- 
ral Vicior, who had been sometime on his march 
to join the grand array. 

The loss of the enemy, during these two days, 
was great in killed, wounded, and prisoners. 
Amongst the latter were forty-five officers of dif- 
ferent ranks, and two thousand soldiers. The 
wounded of the 18th of the month, having been 
immediately transported acro.ss the Dwina, their 
numbers cannot be accurately stated : but the' kill- 
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ed and wounded of the 19th tntistliave amounted 
to three thousand. Amongst the latter was St; Cyr 
himself. 

The trophies of the Russiahs in this affair, were 
many cannon* and sevei^l large magazines of 
corn and provisions, which the enemy had not time 
to destroy. 

The loHs experienced by Vigten8tetn« in the fklt 
of his brave companions, was not inconsiderable. 
Amongst the officers wounded were Major-Gene- 
ral Balkt the Princes Sibemky and Gamen, and 
Colonel Rott; likewise the Chamberlain Mordwi^ 
noff, chief of the dfVison of the St. Petersbui^h ar« 
mament, had his leg shot away while gallantly 
leading forward his patriot followers. About four* 
teen hundred of these brave defenders of their coun* 
try received indelible marks in their persons, of 
the glorious deeds of these two memorable days. 
Well do breasts deserve stars of honour from their 
sovereigns, which are 'already stamped with the 
insignia of heroism by the scars of many a hard- 
fought field. 

The list of wounded was particularly numerous 
in this victory, for the General-in-chief found it 
impossible to check the ardour of the new troops. 
The moment the word was given to advance, they 
rushed forward, and threw themselves by whole 
columns into the entrenchments and batteries of the 
enemy. Such zeal gained in position what it lost 
in numbers ; but it added to the honourable cata- 
logue of those who bled, the Generals Vlastoff, 
Sassnoff, and Dibsitch ; Colonel Redigir, and the 
brave Senator Bibikoff. 

General Steingel, seconded by Major-General 
Fock, added nobly to the renown of these two de- 
cisive days. He took six hundred prisoners, 
amongst whom were thirty-seven officers. And 
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thecavalry of his division, headed by Colonel Bed- 
f ia^a, were then in pursuit of the flying enemy. 

The sentiments of the planner pf this success, 
tbay be found below in a letter from Count Vigten- 
stein to Lieutenant-General Count Steingel. 

. ^' I have the honour to congratulate your Excel* 
lency on the taking of Polotzk, for which achieve-^ 
tnent I feel greatly indebted to the co-operation of 
the corps under your command. 

" I hoJ)e to see you to-morrow in this city to con- 
sult with you on our future plans. 

"I beg your Excellency will order Lieutenant- 
Colonel Bed riaga to follow up the enemy as rapid- 
ly as possible, as my cavalry cannot in consequence 
of the ruined state of the bridges which cross the 
Dwina. 

^' I am this instant occupied in filling the ram- 
pai^ts of the monastery with cannon, to open upon 
the remnant of the enemy I can yet descry on the 
4>pposite shore. 

(Signed) "Count Viotenstein, 

** General ^ Cavalry.'' 
*«PoIo(zk, Oct. Slh, 1812, O. S. 
Oct. 20th, 1812, jN.S." 

The success of Lieutenant-Colonel Bedriaga was 
answerable to the hopes of the two commanders, 
and a complete clearing of this part of the country 
of the enemy, was the result. By this important 
series of events tlie city of St. Petersburgh was 
rid of the alarm which had possessed some of its 
citizens, that Macdonald would appear before her 
gates. The total overthrow of that General, ren- 
dered the imperial residence perfectly secure ; and 
indeed it is not to be doubted but that the military 
skill of the Commander^n-chief on the Dwina, and 
28* 
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gallantry of his army, were the salvatiot of that 
capital. But slill, had it so happened that St. Pe- 
fersbiii^h had followed the (ate of Moscow, no 
acins could have subdued his spirit who held thifl^ 
principle ; ** Walls aye not my empire. If the ene- 
my siezeon Moscow, I have St. Petershurgh; if St. 
Pc^fersborgh become tlieir prey, I have Archangel ; 
»f Ai-cbangcl be Foet, I have my fleets and the 
hearts of my people, and Russia is still my em- 
pire.'' 

As another instance of the system of falsehood 
with which Napoleon and his Generals universally 
deceive the' French nation, and make it dream of 
conquests,, when the bk)od of its sons has in fact 
been wasted, I will finish this account of the no« 
bied»y ef Polotzk, by adding the French report of 
the afTair. 

" General Vigtenstein having been reinforced by 
tlie divisions of Russians from Finland, and a 
great part of the militia corps, attacked Marshal^ 
St. Cyron the 18th of October. Vigtenstein was^ 
repulsed by ihe Marshal and General Wrede, who 
took iTpwards of three thousand prisoners, and 
covered the field of battle with their dead. On the 
20th, Marshal Govion St. Cyr, having learnt that 
the Marshal Duke of Belluno (Victor) was on his. 
march to reinforce him, re-passe(f the Dwina to 
meet him. After having effected the junction, he 
means to attack Vigtenstein, and to oblige him to 
re-pass the Dwina. 

"Marsl)al Govion St. Cyr bestows the highest 
)>raTS6s^ on: his troops. The division of Swiss has 
distinguished itself by its coolness and bravery. 
Colonel Gnenea ef the- 26th regiment of infantry, 
has been wounded slightfy. The Marshal St. Cyr 
also has received a ball in his foot. The Marshal 
Dnke of Reggio (Dndinot) is arrived at the army 
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tote*place bim, aud to re-establish th€ counuaud. 
of the second corps.*' 



Victory having now declared itself on all points 
for the valiant Russians, the whole attention of the 
Comniander-in-chief was turned to rendering it 
Goqaplete ; not by driving the enemy out of the 
empire, but by holding him in it till he should ex* 
pire, like^Ant^eus, in the arms of his conqueror. 

The perilous state to which Napoleon would be 
exposed, after having been compelled by his uecesr 
sities to abandon Moscow, the extremities to which 
he must be reduced to subsist his troops, and to 

J>rovide for them a place of refnge, were all be- 
ore the comprehensive eye of Marshal KoutousoC 
He saw with particular satisfaction the movements 
of the enemy, and the direction in which they 
were marching. He was directly in their front ; 
and, on the moment of their evacuation of the 
city, he dispatched orders tp the diflferent branches 
of the Russian army, whereyer they might be sta- 
tioned, to move inward, and draw rapidly around 
the invader. By this manoeuvre he would meet an 
opposition at every point whence he had. thought it 
possible to make a retreat ; and his troops, finding 
themselves encompassed by walls of circum- 
vallation more impregnable than stone aud iron huU 
warks-^^the steadfast phalanx of the Russian em- 
pire in arms ! — must either surrender in despair, or 
perish within the circle. 

Couriers were dispatched to Vigtenstein, who, 
Jbaving freed himself from bis antagonist, was com- 
manded to move forward, and in a direction to 
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meet the armies of the Danube and of Toimozol^ 
which had united oq the 17th of September in the 
neighbourhood of Loutzk. Orders were sent to 
their commanders ajso to push forward towards 
Minsk, to check the French who moTed in that 
quarter. 

General Tormozoff, after defeating the enemy in 
August, (as has been stated,) retired upon Ko- 
brine, where he remained for some time, annoyihjs^ 
the Saxon and Austrian divisions by continually in- 
tercepting the convoys of every description, which 
came from the Duchy of Warsaw by ^e way of 
Breslitofeky. 

Having performed these services and being apr 
prised of the advance of the army of the Danube 
under the command of Admiral Tchitcbagoff, h^ 
topk. immediate steps to form 9 junction with that 
arrpy and to draw closer his chain of communication 
>'ith the division that was organizing at Mazir un- 
der the direction of Lieutenant^General Hertel. 

To effect these objepts he fell back to the bank 
of the river Styr, near the city of Loutzk. 

The enemy not aw^re of the purpose of these 
inoveniiei>t$, revived in hope, and lost no time 
in over-running the small part of Volhynia just left^ 
and General Dombrofsky with his Polish divisi6n 
(which had occupied Mohiloff on Uie departure of 
Frince Poniatofsky,) showed himself in every quar- 
ter. With an admirable activity he dispatched his 
parties in every direction, and by these links (for a 
short time ^t least) kept up an uninterrupted com- 
munication with the corps oif Renier and Prince • 
Swartzenburg. His detachments were at Gloutzk, 
Pinzk, and the other town§ and villages situated 
between him and the divisions of the French and 
Austrian Generals, whose line stretched to the 
shores of the Boug, near desk and Kovel. 
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Dpring the time (hat Tormozoff awaited on the 
banks of the Styr the coming up of the army from 
Moldavia, his advanced posts and reconneitering 
parties had several spart skirmishes with those of 
the enemy. They kept each other on the continual 
al6rt, and renewed the contest day by day, at eve- 
ry opportunity of meeting, although the one side 
fought with the disadv^ptage of the fortune of the 
liour almost constantly fixing itself upon the Rus- 
sian sword. The Cpssacs daily passed the rivers 
ta na^Cy and brought in numbers of prisoners. 

On the 20th of September a rencontre took place 
between some cavalry of both armies, which, from 
its effects, may be considered as an afikir of more 
than usual consequence. 

Cpqnt de Lambert (who commanded in the Rus- 
sian army, and was stationed on its left at Tourgo-. 
Titch,) hearing that a strong body of the enemy's 
dragoons was to march through a village at some 
little distance on the opposite bank of the Styr, or- 
d«*ed several squadrons of Cossacs, under the 
command of Colonel Prince Bragation, and Count 
Bnchovden, two officers of the Imperial hussars^ 
to cross the river and advance to the place through 
which the Fre^ich cavalry were to pass. 

The Cossacs and their gallant leaders were soon 
ever the Styr, and reaching the village undiscover* 
ed, fell suddenly upon the enemy ; who, not think- 
ing to find their adversary so near, were taken by 
surprize, and began the contest in some confusion. 
It lasted only an hour, for the first consternation of 
the French troops never subsided ; they fought in 
disorder, and soon fled with precipitation, leaving 
many of their comr;4es dead on the fiekl. One hun- 
dred and forty soldiers with eleven officers, were 
taken prisoners, and three standards fell intq the 
liapds of the victors. 
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The young soldiers who formed the division ua* 
der General Hertel, and who were stationed far to 
the right of Tormozoff, were not less actively em- 
ployed. They were eager to try their yet unprac- 
tised arms ; and their judicious commander did not 
curb their enthusiasm, but led them to every oc- 
casion of proving their courage. On the beginning 
of August he learnt that Dombro&ky, who for 
some time had occupied Mohiloff, was preparing 
to quit that place. He had two objects in this 
movement; to re-establish his dispersed parties, 
with an intention of investing the city and fortress 
of Bobruisk, which was garrisoned by Russians; 
and to join a reinforoeipent which was arrived in 
the neighbourhood of Sloutzk, By accomplishing 
these designs, he hoped to strengthen himself, and 
to cut off the conununication of the division at M% 
2ir with the other Russian corps. 

Hertel was not backward in guessing at what thf 
change in his adversary's position pointed; an4 
forming an immediate plan to circumvent him« 
he dispatched reconnoitering parties towards Voult* 
sha and Garbatchvichi, at which places the enemy 
had formed considerable magasunes, and thes^ 
magazines the brave Russians were determined to 
destroy. Meanwhile the General himself marched 
to Bobruisk, ai^d by his appearance, and the station 
of bis troops, not only defeated the hopes of Domr 
brofsky in that quarter, but completely separated 
him from the approach of his expected reinforce^ 
ment. 

This being effected, Hertel led on a strong body 
of his forces to move towards Glout^k^ On their 
inarch they hourly fell in with, foraging parties o^ 
the enemy, who were convoying droves of cattle, 
and carts full of proviijipns for man and beas(; 
These the victors seized, and, taking the escort 
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prisoners, sent the plunder back to thfe village^ 
whence it had been ravaged. 

On the 14th of September, Hertel reached the 
neighbourhood Of Gloutzk, and having a thick 
wood to pass through, in which lay the roads lead^ 
ing to the town, he divided bis little army into two 
columns, composing their advanced guards, of Cos^ 
sacs, hussars, some light infantry, and a few 
pieces of flying artillery. 

As he proceeded to the openings of the wood 
through which bis colnmns werie to make their 
way he discovered the enemy posted in front of the 
Suburbs of the city. His force appeared to be 
chiefly cavalry, with about one thousand infehtry, 
and a few guns : the rest of hi« troOps were in the 
town. 

No sooner were the Russian columns descried ap- 
proaching from the wood, than the whole of the 
French cavalry, to the number of six hundred^ 
rushed forward to the attack. The Cossacs and 
hussars, supported by their artillery, gave them a 
firm reception. Under cover of this war of sa^ 
bres and of guns, tiie Russian infkrtry rapidly form- 
ed, and charging in their turn, soon drove the ene* 
my back to the suburbs and thence into the town. 
Here a short resistance was made, but the over- 
whelming valour of the Russians overturned every 
obstacle, and cuttir^down the enemy wherever they 
present^ themselves^ every street was the theatre 
of triumph, and with shouts of acclamation they 
saw the last ranks of the French precipitately re- 
treat, and abandon the city. 

The discomfited General hastily crossed the river 
Ptitchy with his shattered army, and with as much 
expedition destroyed the bridge by which hi« es- ' 
cape wa^ effected. 
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Bnt these measures were but a short security, 
dertel soon restored the ruided arches, and, vith 
his brave eleves passed over to complete the defeat 
of the invaders of their country « 

The enemy having consolidated his force, made 
a show of resistance, but the Cossacs and hussars 
charging his ranks with their usual determination, 
compelled them to give ground. Still however they 
maintained the conflict, receding and fighting, till 
the Russians, inflamed with impatience, assaulted 
them with such increased fury that they could do 
longer stand ; and turning round, they fairly took 
to t/ieir /leels. I know no other term that could so 
truly express tlie haste and manner of their flight. 

General Herte] being thus left iu quiet posses- 
sion of the city and its environs, took two hundred 
and fifty prisoners, and a large magazine of corn. 
But determined to suffer no delay in the prosecu- 
tion of his plans, which comprised the seizure or 
destruction of the enemy's depots in VouJtsha and 
Garbatchvichi, and the prevention of the French 
flying-squadrons joining the detachmeht from pom- 
brof^ky, then on its march towards Bobruisk, the 
persevering Hertel again put his eager troops in 
motion. 

At the distance of ten wersts from Glontzk his 
advanced parties came up with a numerous body 
of infantry, who were fugitives from his late victo- 
rious field. Seeing themselves so closely pursued, 
they hastily formed, covering their flanks with two 
pieces of cannon and some light troops ; but the 
completion of thfar line was not allowed to be 
made, for their old enemies the Cossacs and hus* 
sars, followed by a regiment of infantry precipitat- 
ed themselves upon their ranks, and mowed them 
down in the midst of the disorder they occasioned 
without the pause of a minute. 'While this death- 
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ful wor£ was going forward io the van> the Russian 
General ordered the wood in their flank to be pene- 
trated, that he might gain their rear. This was 
done : and the enemy, finding himself nearly sur- 
rounded, rose with the occasion, and fought with 
a desperation that almost made his opponents stag- 
ger. After five hours hard fighting, in which every 
man in the opposing legions must have found him- 
self a hero, the French, wounded and faint, yield- 
ed the contest by rushing into the woods ; there 
seeking a miserable shelter, while their more fortu- 
nate comrades lay dead or dying upon the disputed 
field. 

The enemy lost upwards of one thousand men 
iu killed, and wounded, in this action, and one 
hundred and fifty as prisoners to the Russians, who 
took them with their two pieces of cannon. 

On the side of General Hertcl, the loss was com- 

faratively small, amounting to no more than two 
undred killed and wounded ; but even these were 
great to him who lamented in each individual the 
early fall of one formed to reflect increasing honour 
on the soldier's name. 

After compelling his indefatigable troops to take 
a few hours' repose, they impatiently listened for 
his command to pursue their career. That given, 
they were again in array, and on the read to Voult- 
sha, and Garbatchvichi. They needed only to ap- 
pear before those places to receive the reward of 
their toil in the crowning of their enterprise. Both 
magazines fell into their hands ; and Dombrofsky, 
hearing that the Russian force was coming upon 
him, broke up his lines before the fortress of Bo- 
bruisk, and fell rapidly back upon Mohiloff. 

Whilst this success attended the troops under 
General Hertels personal command, a detachment 
from his army under. General Zapolskv, bad de- 
2P* 
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Pinsk. The result was, the abandonment of that 
place by the enemy, who retired upon Lubaschevo. 
A very targe magazine filled with all kinds of stores 
M'as found by the victors in Pinsk. 

When General Renier and Prince Swartzenbur^ 
were apprised of the unioo of the army of the Dan- 
ube with that of Torroozoff, they made prepara- 
tions for an immediate retreat towai^ds Brest-Li- 
tofsky. The Russians were as prompt in pursuit, 
and the roads over ^vhicli they passed presented a 
thousand traces of the haste with which the dis- 
comfited invaders retrod their steps. Dead horses, 
broken tumbrils, carts, and destroyed stores, were 
every where strewed alon^ the path. The advanc- 
ed parties of the retreatmg and pursuing armies 
were at hourly rencontre, killing numbers and mak- 
ing many prisoners. At last the Russian force 
pressed so close upon Swartzenburg, that h.e was 
obliged to hasteir his march, smd entirely evacuate 
the country before the troops so rece»fly driven 
from Pinsk could n>ake theii^ way to his standard. 
Thus was Volhynia disencumbered of the load 
which had so lolig bui'thened her fields, and her 
cities ; but ere the enemy had reached the vicini-* 
ty of VIodava and of Brest, be left upon the ground 
he had so oppressed, upwards of two«thousand kill- 
ed, and five hundred prisoners in the haiid^ of bis 
pursuers. 

^ When the Austrian Prince and his soldiers, with 
Rei^ier at)d his followers, halted at VIodava and 
Brest, they did not rest there, but pushed across 
the river Boug towards Brest-Litofeky. They were 
about forty thousand men strong,. and here took up 
a position ; but finding it expedient to dispatch the 
greater part of their force again to the opposite 
bank, they re-crossed the river near that town, and 
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jMitreiiched themselves between MoiichoviUa and 
the Lessna. The former is & little stream that 
flows into the Boug, and the latter pays its tribute 
to the same great river several wersts distant, near 
Bratouyanib. 

TchitchagoiTs columns having kept on the right 
bank of the Boug, followed the enemy s motions in 
a parallel direction ; and, after crossing the Mou* 
chovitza at three places, arrived on the 1 1th of Oc- 
tober opposite to their front. His reconnoitering 
parties brought him information that decided him 
on making an attack early next morning. But long 
after dawn it continued so extremely dark that the 
nearest object could hardly be discerned. On the 
clouds clearing slway he bore down upon the French 
position, when, to his infinite disappointment, he 
found that the enemy had abandoned his lines and 
disappeared. In fact, Swartzenburg and Renier 
had taken advantage of the night, and the obscuri- 
ty of the morning to move off unperceived, and to 
retreat across the Lessna, in the direction of Vis- 
soko-Litofsk. 

The Russians lost no time in commencing the 
chace, and their advance-guards soon came up with 
the rear of the fugitives, even in the moment of 
their passing the river. A hot contest ensued, and 
many fell on both sides ; the Russians fought at 
disadvantage, and the enemy crossed. Renier 
and his coadjutor had foreseen the pursuit, and 
prepared for it by placing pieces of artillery on the 
opposite bank, and liping the wood that bversha* 
dowed it with chasseurs. These kept up a heavy 
fire on their pursuers, and prevented them from im- 
mediately following the French rear across the 
stream. Indeed it was not until the next morning 
that the Russian commander found he could pro- 
peed with advantage ; and then the pursuit was 
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prosecuted nith sucb speed and eflfect, that the 
etiemy were driven far beyond Vissoko, and induc- 
ed to make a rapid march towards Bialistock. 

Daring this whole affair, from the first to the last 
of the pursuit, the Russians had about two hun- 
dred sixty men killed and wounded, besides six 
officers. The enemy s loss was considerable. 
Four hundred were left on the road dead ordyin^ ; 
and seven hundred men, including twenty officer&y 
were taken prisoners. 

Meanwhile Major>General Dochtoroff and Colo- 
nel Tschemicheff, with some regiments of light 
cavalry, had been detached to the opposite shore 
of the Boug, at Brest-Lito&ky, with orders to 
march upon Bialo-Lubiin, and to dispatch their 
troops to the right and left, to destroy ail the maga- 
zine they could find, and to make observations 
for future movements, in the event of a complete 
evacuation of the country by the French. 

The objects of this pursuit in so many points, 
was not merely to harass the enemy, but to drive 
him entirely out of that part of the country which 
bordered upon the lands whence^ the Russian ar- 
mies in this quarter must draw their subsistence. 

Admiral Tchitchagoff, being informed that the 
retreating forces had passed the Nareva, dispatch- 
ed a corps which moved swiftly after them. It 
was meant rather to observe than attack, and by 
hovering over the movements of the enemy in the 
direction of Bialistock, it would greatly fieiciUtate 
the design of the Admiral to open a correspondence 
with the army of the Dwina, and to cut off this 
division of the grand army from any communication 
with Buonaparte. 

One spirit of flight seemed now to pervade the 
French forces throughout the whole empire. In 
this quarter theyj?etreated with a haste that did not 
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permit them to make any observationci of what was 

?assiDg in their rear; and th^^fore the brave 
'chitchagoff felt no uneaHy anticipation of their at- 
tempting to return, when his recall to the interior 
should lessen the numbers of their pursuers. In 
vain \iould the divisions under the immediate com- 
mand of Napoleon have wished to partake the 
escape of those under Renier and Prince Swart- 
zenburg : Koutousoff had got them strongly hem- 
med in, and to complete the circle be was drawing 
around them and their dictator, he di8patche4 
orders to Admiral Tchichagoif to hasten his move- 
ments towards Minsk, as his troops were required 
in that quarter to intercept the Graiul Army^ which 
was then in full flight from Moscow. 

This intelligence no sooner reached the Com* 
mander of the army of the Danube, than he set 
forward. He had already cleared Yolbynia, and 
great part of the government of Grodno of their 
invaders. The detachment which he sent into the 
government of Warsaw, had carried terror to the 
gates of its capital ; and returned to him, after 
having destroyed numerous valuable magazines in 
their path. 

When the Admiral directed his maKh towards 
Minsk, (which he did on the Ist of November,) 
Lieutenant*General Sakin was left, at the head of 
g body of troops at firest^Litofsky, with orders to 
?emain in observation oo^e Duchy of Warsaw. 
General Liders was ^en at Voline, and with Ge- 
neral Hertel, had received commands to move with 
all expedition upon Minsk, iiiders was to proceed 
by the way of rinsk, and Hertel through Gloutzk, 
whilst the army of the Danube directed its course 
towards Proujany. From that place it would con- 
tinue its route through Slonim, Neswick<^mire, and 
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M onwards to Minsk, at which point the Admiral 
hoped to arrive on the 19th of November. 



Field-Marshal Kovtousoff having had acrr 
curate information of the growing miserieR of the 
French during their occupation of Moscow, and 
of the extremities to which their leader was reduc* 
ed, foresaw the speedy evacuation of that city, and 
the consequent state of the enemy. He therefore 
lost no time in making such preparations for the 
event as would render it decisive of the fate of Na- 
poleon and his army. 

'The head-quarters of the Russian main army 
had been removed from Krasnoy-Pocra to the vil- 
lage of Touratifio, where it was entrenched on the 
2d of October; but on the 4th it changed its posir 
tion to the village of Letachevka, further on the 
Kalouga road. From tiiese points the Command- 
er-in-chief dispatched his orders, and dispersed his 
divisions into every avenue into which it was possi- 
ble the enemy in bis flight might attempt to pene- 
trate. Myriads of armed men covered the country 
from the vicinity of Bronitza to tiie grand road of 
Mojaisk, and thence thrs^Klim on the opposite side 
to Dimitfoff and Yladimer. The peasantry beheld 
the hour of retribution at hand, and they presented 
themselves every where in multitudes, some on 
foot and others on horseback, to assist the soldiery 
in the destruction of their enemies. 

At this juncture of afiairs, the Field-Marshall 
o\Tn words will give the Riost satisfactory account 



Digitized by 



Google 



2Si 

&f the relative state ef. the hcwstile armies. He thus 
writes : 

** During the last eight days the Russian army 
has occupied the right bank of the Nara, near the 
Tillage of Jarontino, where it now remains in a state 
of tranquility, while it au^ents its strength; every 
regiment is kept up in its original numerical force, by 
troops continually arriving from the different govern- 
ments. Prince Lobanoff Shostousky, General of in- 
fantry, superintends the formation and discipline of 
these recruits ; who, daily exercised in the camp, ra-* 
pidly acquire military knowledge, and become impa- 
tient for its display in active service. Excellent 
water, and abundant forage, give every advantage 
to our present situation: the regulations for the. 
distribution of provisions are so admirably adapted 
to their object, tbata want of any kind is unknown 
amongst our troops. The roads are covered with 
numerous waggons laden with the superfluity of 
adjacent governments. CouTalescent officers and 
soldiers daily re-join their regiments, while the sick 
and woundeid, still in the Ix^som of their country, 
enjoy the inestimable privilege of being surround- 
ed by the tender cares of their own families. 

^^ Meanwhile, that confusion which prevails in 
the enemy's army, prevents him from attempting to 
disturb our repose : his remoteness from his own 
dominions deprives him of supplies ; his subsist* 
ence, therefore, becomes hourly more precarious ; 
and the prisoners unanimously confess that their 
army have long had no otiier meat than horse-flesh, 
and that bread was even scarcer than meat. The 
total want of forage reduces their cavalry and horse- 
artillery to the utmost wretchedness; the greatest 
part of this cavalry has been already destroyed in 
the preceding combats, and particularly in the me- 
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morable day of tbe 26th of August (7tli Sept. N. 
S.) a day so glorious to the Russian uame ! Tbe 
miserable remnant that is left, surrounded on all 
. sides by our detachments tliat cut off every sap- 
ply, suffer from tlie severest scarcity. Pressed by 
want, and straitened in means, the enemy can no 
longer attempt any thing beyond some feeble ef- 
forts to secure those escorts of provisions^ which 
are uniformly beaten by our foragmg parties. Our 
principal detachments upon the roads of Mojaisk, 
of SL Petersburgh, of Kolomna, and of Sespou- 
choffy rarely suffer a day to pass without bringing 
in upwards of the three hundred prisoners ; even the 
peasants, belonging to the villages bordering on the 
seat of war, cause infinite vexation and loss to our 
mvaders. 

*' Russia, which in every age has distinguished 
herself amongst the nations of the earth, by love 
for her sovereigns, bums to-day with more than 
her ancient 2eal to defend the throne of her Ernpe* 
ror, and to avenge her wrongs ; filled with pat- 
riotic ardour, the peasants arrange themselves into 
armies ; they post sentinels upon the tops of the 
hills, and of ttie churches, to watch the approach 
of the enemy, and when he is descried the tocsin 
is sounded, the patriot warriors rush into their self- 
formed ranks, pour with tbe force of mingled tor- 
rents upon these brigands, and stay their overwhelm^ 
ing tide only by the total destruction of their op- 
posers. 

" Every day they are seen crowding to tbe camp 
bringing prisoners to head-quarters, and demand- 
ing arms and ammunition ; the demand of these 
true sons of tlieir country is never denied, while 
there remains the means of gratifying it. In many 
places these brave peasants have collectively taken 
a solemn oath to continue embodied for the common 



Digitized by 



Google 



?33 

defefice, and have at the same time eaaded Iawg« 
by which the severest punishments are decreed 
for such as should basely desert their voluntary 
pledge. 

'* That awful arm» which sustains the just and 
strikes tlie unjust, is now manifestly stretched forth 
in wrath over the head of our enemies ! — Intelli* 
f;ence has just arrived, that after completely rout- 
ing the French) the Spaniards and the English have 
retaken Madrid ; thus our invaders are discomfited 
every where ; and while they are falling by thou- 
sands at one extremity of Europe, at the other 
jtheir graves are digging in the soil of that empire 
which they vainly menaced with annihilation V 

The task of reconnoitering the great high road 
leading to Wiazma and Gchatz, was entrusted to 
the active zeal of Major-General Dorochoff. Be- 
sides this duty, he was ordered to attack the city 
of Vereya, which the enemy had garrisoned, to 
lake it by assault, and to destroy the fortifications 
which they had recently cons^tructed. This ac- 
complished, the left of the imperial army would be 
freed from an impediment in its movements and 
the whole country would be clear to the (jchatz 
road. 

' On the 2d of October, General Dorochoff joined 
his advanced corps under Colonel Prince Vadbal- 
sky and Colonel Davidoff, and pushed on to the 
country between Semlevo and Wiazma, where he 
aurprised the enemy; and between the 2d and 13th 
of October took upwards of a hundred carriages 
of various descriptions laden with plunder and pro- 
visions, wrested from the peasantry, and nearly a 
hundred head of cattle. During the rencontres 
with convoys, foragers, and marauders, which put 
him in possession of this spoil, he killed and took 
30* 
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of the enemy more than two thousand men, with 
a great number of officers, and six pieces of can* 
non. 

Vereya had been strengthened by the French, 
and was considered by them a ta!uab)e depot for 
their arms, plunder, and provisions. Napoleon 
had placed there a garrison of one thousand five 
hundred men, composed of French and Westpha- 
lians ; and when the Russians under Dorochoff 
approached to attack it, the town showed signs on 
every side of a determined resistance. However, 
the spirit that movec| to the assault was as resolute 
as that which opposed it. Although the Russian 
General found the ascent to the fortifications ex- 
tremely steep, and that they were rendered more 
secure by firm rows of palisadoes, he gave orders 
to carry the whole by storm. The deed followed 
the command; and the columns which led the 
attack were conducted by four intrepid citizens 
of Vereya. The native inhabitants of the town 
watched with anxiety the salvation their brethren 
had promised to bring them from Koutonsofif's 
camp, and hailed with bounding hearts the ap- 
proach of the Russian legions. They descried the 
standards of Dorochoff ; and in the rear of his Kne 
a body of peasantry, with their hatchets and pick- 
axes, led on by a venerable priest to destroy the 
works and palisadoes. 

At five o'clock in the morning of the 10th the 
whale of the advanced party had passed the first 
line of defence ; this achieved, they rushed into 
the dit<^, and in less than half an hour the Russian 
bayonets had made their way into the heart of the 
town. The priest and his warlike band soon level- 
led the parapets and bastions in all quarters, and 
aided their brethren in arms to sweep the city of its 
insolent intruders. 
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About five hundred of the enemy were sktiu, four 
hundred made prisoners, and the standard of West* 
pbalia taken with five hundred muskets, wliicljt 
were distributed amongst the peasantry. Some 
corn, flour, and biscuits were found, which were 
given to the troops and people. 

The loss on the part of the Russians did not ex- 
ceed forty men in killed and wounded. The brave 
citizens who led the columns wei*e amongst thie first 
to mount the rampart^ aqd one of theip was wound- 
ed. Tl^e disaster was happily not mortal ; and in 
jrecompence for the d^gerous duty, he and hi3 
three brave colleagues es^ch received the military 
medal of the order of St. George. 

^ On finding the Russian light troops ip the peighr 
bourhood of Mojaisk^ tlie enemy concj&ived appre- 
hensions for the safety of Yereya, ^nd dispatched 
to its garrisoq a reinforcement of three battalions 
of infantry and four squadrons of cavalry. They 
were seen from the town, about eleven o'clock, at 
a few wersts distance. Before they could perceivp 
tbatqill was over with their comrades in that garri- 
son, a reserve of troops (stationed by the Russian 
General without the walls) instantly advanced and 
fell upon them* Their resistance was shorty but while 
it lasted, so sanguinary that they seemed to stand 
in blood. At length finding perseverance would 
be unavailing, they gave up the contest and fled. 
The dead they left on the field was terrifically in- 
creased by the swords of the Cossacs and other 
cayalry, which cut dpwp hundreds as they pursued 
them to the covering lines of Mojaisk. 
. From the movements of the several French divi- 
sions towards every point connected with any ave- 
nue that led to the Dneiper, it was . easy to uqder- 
staqd the object to which their leader now bent his 
steps. His purpose was to retrace his march, to 
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escape tbe vengeance of an incensed country, mid 
to find himself once more in safety on the frontiers 
of his subject nations. 

From the instant he ibnnd all hopes rain of bring-* 
ing the empire of Russia to the necessity of solicit- 
ing a disgraceful peace, he decided upon retiring to 
that part of Poland where his magazines had been 
prepared, for a very different consummation of his 
campaign than the present retrograde motion. 

Could he accomplish this retreat, which he flat^ 
tered himself might be done with comparatively' 
trifling loss, he would remain at the vast entrance 
of the Russian empire, until the retbru of spring 
should re*open to him her gates. During the inter* 
tai his harassed troops would be recovered froiQ 
their fatigues ; he would draw new levies and con- 
tributions from France and the continental states ; 
and, again crossing the frontiers with his host, h^ 
would fall with interminable fury upon the Russian, 
empire, and compel it to acknowledge '^ a just sense 
of its duty as an European state /" 

It is evident that the Russian people and th<^ 
Ruler of the French," see the "duty" of Russia 
" as an European state, ** in two opposite points ol 
view. Which is the right one, any honest mind 
can affirm. 

Being reduced to the necessity of putting hia 
hard alternative into practice, Buooapart6 saw with 
increased vexation the adjacent country so filled 
"(Vith his adversaries, that he must take extrawdi*' 
nary precautions to escape their vigilance. He 
thought it well to divide his army from its spoil ; 
judgingby his own soldiers, beseems to have planar 
ned a bait for the Russian troops in one path, which» 
Avhen they were devouring, would have purchased 
for himself and followers a safe retreat beyond their 
Tines. To this end he sent forward on the great 
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road to SinoleD2k, several hundreds of carts, car- 
riages, ai^d M^aggons, fiUed i^ith animunition and 
plunder, sick and wounded soldiers, and a scanty 
store of provisioDs and forage. 

While these proceeded on their perilons journey^ 
he desigqed to set forward himself, with the grand 
iirmy, ih a parallel direction, taking his course by 
tbe way of Maloyarraslavitz Medyn, and crossing^ 
the govemoients of Stnolenzk add Mohiioff, he 
hoped to reach Minsk in safety. In that city he 
had provided magazines of all kinds, and in its 
lieighbottrhood he ejcpected to meet the reinforce- 
ment of Marshal Victor; joined by the remains of 
St. Gyr's divisicln. 

Buonaparte encouraged his army with the assn-* 
ranee that if they gained Minsk, the country di- 
telling from it, and along their future march, was 
so prolific, that while they remained on it they 
would scarcely again feel aay privations from the 
war. Famished and worn with the calamities they 
had suffered and inflicted, they were eager to presa 
towards so desirable a goal ; and to insure a far 
irourable issue to these hopes, their leader made 
his first movement in an attempt to deceive Prince 
Koatoqsoff. He wished to give him an idea tha^ 
the object of the French troops Was to pierce the 
main Russian array, to possess themselves of Ka-* 
louga, and to winter in the rich provinces aronndi 
it. To make this impression, which was to be the 
operating seal of his great plan, he directed Mural 
to march forward upon the Kalouga road, with a 
formidable division of the army, to attack the Ru8« 
sians, and by prolonging the contest, afford time 
for the rest of the troops and their sovereign to gain, 
an unmolested retreat. 

Prince Koutousoff was too good a master of the 
science of information to be ignorant of this scheme 
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of his adversary. He made instant dispositions to 
render it abortive, and accordingly ordered a great 
part of liis army to break up their position at Ton- 
ratino, on the 17th of October, and march out 
under the coniiiiand of General Baron Benningson* 
Their advance was to be as sudden as unexpected 
by the enemy, and they were to fall upon him a 
Timproviste near M aloyarraslavitz. The Baron and 
his brave troops hastened to the enterprise with an 
ardour answerable to its importance, for they could 
not but see that in proportion to the expectations 
of advantage which Napoleon had founded on the 
success of his plan, would be his despair on its fail- 
ure. In such a dilemma they perceived no option 
for his followers, but a miserable flight through the 
desolate ways of Wiazma. 

Wiazma, which the Russians looked to as the 
probable temporary asylum of their defeated ene- 
my, was fated to be the field of his severest contest 
It is situated on the right bank of the river Louja, 
and stands upon high commanding grounds, at tiie 
foot of which are extensive woods that stretch to a 
vast plain, beyond which the country becomes, to 
a considerable extent, uneven and intersected with 
ravines and small rivers. 

Benningson having dr^wn the battalions selected 
for this duty from tlie chief part of the right wing 
of the main army, they left their lines at seven 
o'clock in the evening of the 17th. His gallant 
corps was composed of the second, third, and fourth 
battalions of mfautry, ten regiments of Cossacs 
under Copnt Orloff-Denisoff', the twentieth regi- 
ment of chasseurs, and four other regiments fro^i 
the first division of cavalry under the orders of Mar 
jor-General Baron Miller-Zakomelsky. 

The whole body moved on in three columns. 
The first, composed of Cossacs under Count Or- 
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lofF-Henisoflr, and seconded by the force under 
General Miller-Zakomelsky, %vas to form Benning- 
son's right, and endeavour to turn the left flank of 
the enemy. The second column consisted of a 
body of infantry preceded by a brigade of chas- 
seurs, and four pieces of light artillery ; the rear 
of this column was formed of the divisions of Lieu- 
tenant-General Baggavout and Major^General 
Count Strogonoff, and supported by a formidable 
train of artillery. The third column was command- 
ed by Count Osterman-Telstoy, and consisted of 
the fourth corps of infantry^ with a battery of heavy 
guns. 

These divisions, headed by their Commander, 
soon crossed the Nara, while the rest of the army 
followed their movements, and advanced along the 
great road. The day had not dawned before the 
leading corps had gained the tarious points whence 
they were to commence their operations. 

When information was brought to Murat of the 
unexpected approach of the Russians, he hastily 
Ibmied in order of battle, and, taking advantage 
of some rising grounds in the rear of a village close 
to his line, he planted it with a heavy battery of 
guns. The body of his army presented a vast 
front, extending its flanks to the extremities.of the 
neighbouring woods. It consisted of iiftf thousand 
men, and was commanded by himself and Beau- 
barnois. 

Previous to the Russian columns presenting 
themselves to the enemy, the brigade of chasseurs 
had spread themselves upon the plain ; giving 
time, by this manoeuvre, for the light artillery to 
come up and form at some distance from thie head 
of its respective advancing corps. 

The guns of the centre column were the first to . 
epen the fire. This was the signal for Gount Or- 
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Idflf-iDenisoffto lead oear the e^seof the woi^, to>^ 

wards the eoeiny 8 left Count Osterman-Tolstoy 
at the same iiiotnent mov^d to his left, to join the 
corps of General Dochtoroff, which had been pre-^ 
' vioasly employed in observation, in the vicinity of 
Maloyarraslavitz. The centre was led on by the 
gallant Lieutenant-General Baggayout) who forQi* 
cd on the heights near . the town, and covered 
them with cannon. 

The action cprainenced with a treitiendous fire ; 
for gome time botli sides sustained the shock with 
admirable firmness, but the jsteady discharge of 
the Russian infantry began to shake the eneniy's 
line, and what completed its disorder from his cen* 
tre to his left, was the sudden opening of a battery 
hastily thrown up l>y the Russians on their left, an^ 
which added a heavy cross fire to that already pour- 
ed upon the falling enemy.. Nearly at this juac* 
ture Count Orloff^Denisoff turned the left flank of 
the French and fell upon their rear with great 
havoc. The confusion in this point was very great, 
and to render it decisive he seconded the unremit- 
ting fire of his musketry, with repeated discharges 
from the whole of his light artillery. While the 
dismayed multitude before him were deserting their 
ground in crowds. General Baron Miller-Zakpmel- 
sky came up with his cavalry and Cossacs and com- 
pleted Uie detraction. 

, The success of the right column of the Russians 
was immediately observed by Benningson, and to 
redouble the advantage, he ordered his infantry 
and cavalry to press forward. The dragoons chai^* 
ed with vehemence, and the resolute infantry bore 
down with a weight that overthrew all oppot^tioo. 
Tlie enemy rallied, and made a show of resif;»tanoe, 
but the attempt was as short as vain, and they 



Digitized by 



Google 



841 

'W^rt drifen at the pcnnt of the bayonet with dread- 
fal slaughter from ihe field. 

Owing to ao unlbreseeo circomstance Count Os- 
terman^^Tolstoy had notl>een i|ble to form a June- 
tioQ with Doditoroff, bat the rest of the Russian 
army appearing in sight, the right of the enemy 
followed the example of his centre and left, and 
precipitately fled before the victors towards Me^ 
dyn. 

The loss of the French in this day's battle 
amounted to two thousand five hundred killed, and 
one thousand taken prisoners. They also lost the 
ffreat standard of honour belonging to the Napoleon 
regiment of cuirasseurs, thirty-eight pieces of can- 
non forty ammunition waggons, all die baggage be^ 
longing te the division, an immensity of plunder 
amassed at different times by individuals or the ar* 
my» the carriages of Murat, and other spoil of 
various descriptions. Amongst the slain on the 
enemy's side were many officers of rank ; one Ge- 
neral named Derie, was piked by a Cossac, and the 
bodies of twelve field-officers were found on the 
field. 

The loss on the part of the Russians wto trifling 
in number, not amounting to more than three bun* 
dred killed ; but in that small list they had to la** 
ment the brave General Baggavout, who was struck 
by a cannon-shot at the commencement of the ac* 
tion, and instantly expired. The. veteran com- 
mander in this most glorious day, the intrepid Ben- 
ningson, was also wounded by receiving a severa 
contusion in his leg ; but he would not leave the 
field tHl he beheld the dauntless perseverance of his 
heroes crowned with victory. 

The force by which it had been achieved was in- 
ferior in Qombers to that of the enemy, but the 
spirit by which they were animated gave a more 
31* 



Digitized by 



Google 



34» 

tiiftn mortal detcmination to their coorage, and tie" 
effect was answerable to the inspiration. 
' The praise gi?en to the troops lor their conduct 
on this day, both hy Benningdon and Koirtooaoflv 
does not pay a more desenreu tribute to the ifle» 
tliarr to the officers, t^hose discipline and example 
trained them to this glorious proof of the seedier. 
Tlie venerable Field-Marshal thm expresses, bin^- 
self :-;- 

** Trtie circumstance in this victory thaft I dweH 
on with the greatest satisfaction is, that att the 
eolamns performed their movetnents with an order 
^nd tranquility, more resembltng the calm evolo^ 
ttons of a JlcM^day than the tumultuous hour oT 
battle.- 

General Penningson speaks the saaae language. 

" I cannot sufficiently express my approbation of 
ttie good order and courage with which the troops 
executed their different movements, and made thehr 
attacks. Their coolness and intrepidity, as weH 
as discipline cannot be exeelled. They have 
covered themselves with glory. In justice to the 
other part of the army, wnich circumstances did 
not permit to join in the action, I must add what is 
due to them, that the commanding disposition 
which they took on the farther extended heights to 
the left, materially fa,cilitated the brilliant issue of 
this memorable day." 

This defeat of Murat, so unlooked-for by his masr 
ter, was a dreadful omen of the fete that awaited 
his devoted army. Whep the news reached Napo- 
leon, he then felt the pangs of desperation in their 
ftiH (bttee. He found it impiJssiblfe to (Jeceii^e him- 
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AVQuUI be.wuch Jpngw to^deceiv<» his wretclied /o)- 
lowers. Th^ fBomeot was cooie when the hoods 
<by which he had liaked ho many varyipg intereetis 
teto his were to burst asunder; when^ perhup4» 
<tb0 tboinsaods he had beguiled ioto thi^ oii^asure*- 
iws distHQce flrom their homes^ would turn upon 
their deluder, and wreak their vengeance in his 
jblood. 7^he«e natural Mfigestioos rung a dreadful 
denuQciatmi in his ears ; not ten thousand 6p^ctres 
fr^m 4heir bloody graves could have been more t^ 
,nhh to bis soul, thaa the voice that then spoke 
within him. Not a moment was to be lost. The 
^mU objeet he had in view^ to open a path to his 
^iftny by misleading KoutousoflT, had been firustrat- 
^•, Instead of his Generals /all jng unexpectedly 
OQ the Russian arniy» Iioutou9off's Generals had 
^Uen uneitpectedly open lus^ 

The movement upon Yarralavit^ had drawn up- 
on iiim the whole force of the country, and at a 
moment when he ought to have endeavoured by 
every stratagem he could devise, to have kept the 
Bussians in their entrendunents at Touratino, 
while his famished legions were drawing off by de- 

frees, and at least getting the start of their enemy, 
t is true, that in such a retreat they would have 
had many thousand squadrons of Cossacs and light 
troops to encounter and to pass ; but still, had he 
directed Murat's force to have moved in a parallel 
direction nearer to the Mojaisk road, the Russian 
*niaiti army would not have been so soon aroused, 
and with it the whole Russian people en masse. The 
division was now discomfited with disgrace, which 
hettafd hoped would l^ave covered his movements 
towards a place of restoration and rest for his 
troops; and the direful eflTecl of the disaster was 
iWt nq^rely tarnishing his glory, but cofnjpelling him 
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to teb* %TOiite tiial was pragmmt 

bb iioMteKi and ttofftttcfttkn to Uaisdf. TW 1»^ 

cioBS of RosBia pressed aroood him, and lie 



$»ced t0 8eekmi^ytothe.ro»M»iMtr9Mr^ 
oiter the desolated waste which his people, high m 
pride and anticipated conqaest, had trod aader ibot 
in 1h^ progress to flie and^it capital of the eoK 
pira 

On die IMhof the montt, two days aAer the de- 
Ifeat of Yarralavitz, Napoleon quitted Moscow. His 
tnM>ps were note eager to obey dian he to^give the 
word, that rid the groaning city of its rathless inva* 
da*s. This onoe splendid and jocund army were 
now naked and ^dispirited, with scarcely a day's* 
biscuit for each man, oramonthful of forsge tor the 
numerous horses. With dcHpair in their looks they- 
heard the commands of theb Generals to moire np^ 
on Mojaisk, by the ways of Borosk and Vemya. 
M umt and Beuhamoia were to attempt gaining the 
same point by Medyn. 

Buonapart6 and his share ct the troops proceed-^ 
ed to the proposed rendescvous by the old kalouga 
road, and baiting at Disna, his twenty-dixtb hd« 
letin rqiorts him to haye arrived on the twenty«third 
of the month at Borosk. It is thus expressed :— 

• ** Tbe head-qnarters were at the castle of Traits 
koy (near Disna) on the nineteenth, and Acre re<- 
mained all the twentieth. On the twenty*first thef - 
were at IgnmHeff'; the twenty-second at Fomins-^ 
koy ; and the army having made two ftmk mmm^ 
ments^ it arrived on the twenty-third at Boradc.** 

After the victory of the 18th, Field*Marsba1 Ron* 
tonaoff resumed his position at Tooratino, and 
strengthened his advance-guard under Milorsdo* 
wtoh, which was stationed at Tchemidmaya, aai 
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apraad its partm beyond VoraodTa. ^Cealso di^i- 
patcbed a reinforcemeDt of twenty^five new Mgkr. 
ments of Ciossacs, to disperse themselves, under ttie^ 
direotion of the intrepid PlAtoff, throughout every 
put of the country betvveen the late scene of n&' 
tion and Mojaisk. 

The enemy felt die foil effects of these hostile, 
preparations. In his march towards M oloyarrasfai* 
iritz, every step be took was marked by the perish- 
ing bodies of his followers, foUen by the grasp ci 
fomine, or the swords of the flyii^ parties of Uus^ 
akiB cavalry which infested ^^fJ village mid every 
wood in their path. Koutoasoff had no longer to 
(rtand on the defensive ; his whole array was at his 
disposal to foUow in any direction the breathless 
relraat of the enemy^ and* he did not Ail to make 
acttveuse of that part of bis force which was cal-» 
cubited to bring back the best account of the fugi* 
tivas. He possessed a body of horse that amount** 
ed to more than forty-five r^ooents, and great part 
of these he dispatched, wt& hordes of Bashkirs, 
Tartars, and odier irregular troops, to traverse and 
destroy the French troops in every direction. 
:) 'Amongst the numerous sanguinary rencontres 
which tc^ (dace between these warriors of the de- 
sert and the soldiers of Napoleon, a more than or- 
diMnry briUiant aflair took place under the brave 
l^kding of Colonel Prince Koudascheff. He per- 
ceived a strong body of the French approaching^ 
and putting himself at the head of about six hun^ 
dred Gossacs, he rushed suddenly from a ihick 
wood upon the enemy, and charged them vrith a 
fury that levelled the first ranks with the earth on 
the fiist assault It was the advanced guard of 
Sebastiani, but was taken off its guard. It was, 
however, commanded by a brave <^cer, and made 
svtral bold essays to recover the4istiiiction <rf its 
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name ; buf theor^rwbeiaiiiig power of the Cmmc 
arm was not to be resiBted, aod oesrljr the whole 
of tbe party were put to death. 

This success was foUowed op by the victors with 
an iaereased ardour for new exploits. They s«t 
^rward, aad-proceeding some little distance on tbe 
wame road, came in upon a ravine, where they sur- 
prised another detachment fromi tbe grand amy, 
which appeared as negligent of ppepariag againat 
an attack as its predecessor* The gallant K^ondaa- 
43heff bwe down npcsi it immediately, and though 
its numerical force more than doubled his^ the ^lo- 
my fell before him as before, a mighty wind ; and 
mounting their dead bodies to seize the trophies nf 
his victory, he took from the field a park of twelve 
cannon, thirty baggage and ammunition waggon^ 
and above one hundred and twenty carriages, of all 
descriptions, in some of which were the spoils 
which had been gathered by Sebastiani and the of* 
fleers of his division. 

Even the French allow the defeat they suffered 
in this rencontre; ^nd in two of their bnlletiaiB 
wherein they mention it, acknowledge that eight 
Imndred men were kiiled ; but, as if there were a 
principle within in them never to speak truth with^ 
out breadiing along with it a neutralizing <|ttantity 
^f falsehood, they add, ^as an eiccuse for the un- 
fnihtary conduct of their line in permitting a double 
(surprise,) that the Russians^ mhen they nuule this 
/iltack, broke an armutice. 

The most awful scene of misery and d blood 
Ihat ever was roistered in the anns^ of tbe world* 
ovas now about to opm its horrors. Napoleon mov- 
ed forward like the demon on the pale horse, with 
hunger and pestilence and death in his train ; and 
the myriads of famished hiiman beings who Mlo^fi^ 
«d in the dreadful march, saw before them ' a vast 
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liaiTtm irack ^ nearly four Iiondred %i(ferst8, be^ 
fore they could hope to reach auy sustenance fee 
expiring nature, any shelter froiti the vengeful 
swords of their inceneed foe. 

Sffiolenzk was the nearest spot where magazines 
bad been prepared. Thither was tUs devoted 
mass of suffering creatures doomed to drag on ttieir 
exhausted and emaciated frames. The famished 
Aior^M dropped dead beneath the powerless limb«i 
of their riders, and the iainting ridars threw them-- 
selves upon the stiflfened bodies of their horses; 
for rest and far death. Tbt wretched survivors^ 
embracing hope in the i^ery bosom of djespair, lis* 
tened eagerly to the {nromises of Smolensk from 
tfie lips of their commanders ; and, without other 
foed than the flesh which t^ey tore from the wasted 
limbs of their dying cavalry, they pressed on^ The 
officers, whose information on the subject, render- 
ed fatally prescient, saw with even more dismay 
than their men, the desperation of their circum- 
stances/ An enraged enemy hovered upon their 
rear and on their flanks, and the first harbingers of 
a cimnge of season had already made themselves 
be felt : Winter, a Northern Winter, brooded witb 
all its horrors over their heads. Neither wa» Na- 
polen ignorant of what was suffered, of what must 
3NM be endured. British heroes regard tbehr ioh^ 
diers^ as the sinews of their strength ; the Frencfaf 
leader considers his as the machines of his ambi>- 
lion, and be treats them accordingly. He ssixf 
what was before his army in this bis enforced re» 
treat from Russia. He would not see any altema>^ 
Ave tlmt would compromise his donainant pride; 
amt, leading forward his victims to their horribltil 
ftMe-,* \^ continued to flatter them with hopesy while 
his pitiless heart defied the wants c^ human naterey 
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axiA set at nought the threataiing severities of the 
season. 

By the twentieth of Oetober, the whole army 
was on its flight, for by no other term can the man- 
ner of their - retreat be truly described. Even 
while the encounq^g exhortations of Napoleoo^ 
and his promises of honours and rewards for their 
persevering heroism, were sounding in the ears of 
nis deiud^ and too faithful followers ; even in that 
hour, when they were looking to him as to the (al- 
most) demi-god for whom they had suffered all, and 
from whom they expected protection to the last— ^ 
he resolved to abandon them ! Escape was now 
bis object, and taking with him a chosen few, he 
repeated tke scene of J^jp^^ ftud left his Generals 
to bring on their despairing soldiers lA the best way 
tiiey could. 



MuRAT, on retiring fhmi the field of his late de* 
feat, hoped that on reaching Medyn he might be 
able to penetrate a few wersts into the unexhaust* 
ed country in its neighbourhood. But no ; the in- 
defittigable Cossacs were already there, and th« 
pike and the sword shut every avenue against the 
attempts of his most resolute corps. Finding eve* 
ry effort vain, to gain relief in that quarter, he and 
Beaaharnois consulted what was next to be done^ 
and seeing no resource within their power to satis- 
fy the wants of their troops they determined sharing 
Ifae fate of the other divisions of the army, and 
with this view they joined their fugitive coBorades 
en the road to Mojaisk. 
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^ On these circamstaDces being rq[)orted to tbe 
Russian Coimnander-in-chief, he put his whole ar- 
my iQ motioD, moving jt8 main body towards Wiaz- 
ma, whilst the advance under Miloradovitch should 
follow in a parallel direction between him and the 
Mojaisk road* The advance division was fuUj 
competeat to this important service, as it had be^i 
reinforced with a power that rendered it the com* 
plete half of tbe army. 

While the main bodies thus moved on, every 

«urr<Minding track, whether oi wood or opai 

ground, swarmed with Cossacs and light troops to 

. barass the enemy, and to destroy the bridges in his 

path. 

To secure the left flank of the main army from 
the chance of being annoyed by parties from Dom- 
brofsky's division at Mohiloff, Koutousoff detach* 
ied lietttenant^General Shepeleff with a strong 
<M>rps composed of the Kalouga armament, and 
supported by six pieces of cannon, with a party of 
cavalry, besides three regiments of Cossacs. He 
soon executed his orders, and informed the Com- 
roander-in-chief that his division had taken posses- 
sion of the city of Roslav, that it covered the 
town of Briansk, and that it was moving upon 
Elnia. 

k While General Shepeleff was thus securing the 
'country in the neighbourhood of Moiiiloff, the gal- 
lant youog Coupt Ogerofsky was dispatched to the 
same quarter at the head of a fine body of regular 
light troops. 

Plateff, whose indefatigable zeal and active valour 
had been conspicuous from the first of the cam- 
paign, pursued the same animated course in the 
expulsion of a retreating foe, as he had taken in 
repelling his advance. Having learnt that .a large 
body of the enemy, together with a consideralue 
32* 
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convoy, had passed on the night of the 36th 11iroiig& 
the village of Staroy on tlieir way to Mojaisk to- 
trards Smolensk, he lost ;not a moment in follow- 
ing their track. Near to the monastery of Kolatsk 
he overtook their rear-guard and luggage, whioh 
had halted close to the heights on which it stands. 
At day-break oir the Slst, he ordered two brigades 
of his Gossacs to attack liie enemy's left flank. As 
soon as they found themselves thus assailed, they 
showed every disposition- rather to retreat than to 
engage, and accordingly began to move in a verjF 
rapid ordier of march. When, the Hetman perceiv- 
ed their intention, he ordered another brigade to 
fall upon their right, whilst he, with a strong divi*- 
sion weH* supported by artillery, would bear down 
upon their rear. A terrible slaughter ensued, but 
several times the French General endeavoured to 
stop his troops during their flying, conflict^ that 
some steady resistance might be offered. He at-* 
tempted in vain; The flanks of his division were 
so pressed by the assailants, and they so heavily 
pushed and galled hi^ rear with their pikes and can- 
non, that he found it impossible to hold his ground 
a moment. Once or twice he endeavoured to iake 
advantage of the high ground over which he pass- 
ed, but the activity of his pursuers neither gave 
him time nor opportunity, and at last he was com- 
'pelled to give up the contest, leaving behind him in 
his flight twenty-seven pieces^ of ordnance and his 
colours. In^ this affair the Frencbhad two batta- 
lions completely destroyed, hundreds* fell by the 
sables of the Cossacs, and the earth wa£K stvewed 
with dying bodies^ irom the grape of the Russian 
guns. The* full amount oi the dead could not be 
ascertained, for the nature of the' w&arfare did not 
allow of these calculations ; no prisoners were ta- 
ken^ as it was a regular system with the Cossacs 
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in "Amr l)att)e8 with the French oever to burthen 
themselves with men as prisoners ^vhoni they iiad 
Ibund exterminating enemies. 

In order to render tl>eir retreat less incumbered, 
ihe wretched, fogitives blew ^p their ammunition 
carts, and set fire to every thing that could impede 
th«r flight. Five hundred carcases of horses (for 
they seemed more dead than alive,) which had been 
attached to the waggons and artillery, were set 
loose and abandoned to their fate. The following 
day this discomfited {division of the rear-^uard fell 
ia with its compa&ioB .division at Gridnevo ; th^ 
main body of the iarmy baying reached Ghatz at the 
same time. Sad was the junction to all parties^ 
for it brought nothing with it but a commujiica- 
tion of miseries. In vain did that hope which, 
PhcBuix-like, revives from death 4o death, in. the 
human-breast, in vain did it support the wretched 
fugitive in his flight with the idea that when he 
sboftld come up with the main body some of his 
miseries would be relieved. He arrived, and they 
:were increased by the pang of disappointment, by 
the horror of despair. 

Rendered desperate by famine, and the pri^atiou 
of every necessary of life, whole regiments left 
their brigades, and forming themselves into bands 
of rapine, spread themselves every where for seve- 
ral worsts, -to force from the peasantry some share 
in their food and clothes. This track of country, 
havittg^already felt the evils of war, afforded very 
trifling resources, but even these were withheld 
from the enemy. The vigilance of t^he Cossacs 
traced tiieir marauding parties in every direction^ 
and hunting tiiem from the woods and by-ways^ 
compiled them to fly before them towards ,^e high 
road. Hundreds of starving wretches, w4k> looked 
more like animated skeletons thai) pieu, dropped 
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hourly in their path. The cries of the dying, per-* 
isbing in all the agonies of want, aad the hnpreca- 
tions of impotent exertion, expiring nnder the. 
•word of the purraer, were heard in every quarter. 

While the parties who had separated themsdvea 
firom the main body of the enemy, thus parted from 
it never to return, the army itself did not suffsr 
less from the increasing calamities of its march. Its 
steps were tracked with the wreck of human mor* 
tahty, and the starred horses that attempted to 
drag forward the numerous artillery, fell also be^ 
neath their tasks. To prevent the necessity of 
abandoning the guns, whole regiments of cavalry 
were dismounted, &at their horses, thou^ not in a 
much better condition, might supply the places of 
those which had perirthed. 

£iurly as this might be deemed since Ike time of 
commencing the retreat, the awful circumstances 
which accompanied every step made the events of 
a few days seem the sufferings of many weeks. 
Two hundred and fifty wersts ot desolated country 
were yet between tbm and Smolensk, their first 
depot, and the nearest spot in which they could 
venture to rest The divisions of Davoust, Ney, 
Beauhamois, and M urat, crowded &st upon each 
other, whilst the unceasing attacks of their pur* 
sners obliged them yet more dosdy to comnact 
themselves in the narrow way left open for tneir 
passage. 

Platoff, while hanging over their ranks, thus 6e^ 
scribes their situation and bis own proceedings r 
*' The retreat of the French is a flight without ex* 
ample, abandoning every thing thiri; demands car- 
riage, even to their sick and wounded. The traces 
of this fearftil career are marked with every species 
*f horroi^ At every step is seen the dymg and the 
dead, not mereTy the fallen in battle, but the vie 
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tims of liifluiia and fa%ue. In two days^ even ki 
sighl Qf my dUvisioD, tbeir despair has blown up ouq 
hundred aaimanitioB wii^ons, while the suddeR. 
Biovemeat of my troops has cauaed them to leave 
imtouahed an almost equal number. We destroy 
these fugitives wherever we meet them, and when 
thejf attempt to make the least stand, the brave sons 
of the Dob, assisted by their artillery and the chas-* 
aeurs, soon relieve the empke of hundreds of ita 
invadiers/' 

On the 2d of November the enemy appeared 
near Ghatz in sone strength. He presented app»« 
rently fnU columns of infantry, ami of considera* 
ble depth. He had also left numbers of tirailleurs 
in the wood that skirted each side of the road ; 
and had covered his front with batteries. 

When Platoff perceived this array, he ordered 
ten pieces of Cossac artillery, and a body of chas« 
seurs, to attack the wood on both flanks. The 
woods were quickly cleared of tbeir tirailleurs ; 
and the brigacles of Cossacs, with their guns, Ml 
vigcMtmsly on the enemy's wings. After a combat 
of two hours he gave way; another charge put him 
to flight 4 and, until night checked their reins, the^ 
viotorioas Cossacs pursued. Soon as morning 
dawned, they re^^xmimeooed the chase, and ceased 
not tiU the poor wreck of their adv^rt^ary came up 
witli a stroi^ body commanded b Marshal Da-» 
TOttst, and which was hastening towards Wiazina. 

During Ais pursuit the Cossacs made a prize of 
seventy waggons, and twenty pieces of cannon, 
with several stands of colours ; and the chasseurs 
took some thousand helpless and exhausted pri* 
aooers. 

On die same day of the Hetman's success ovei^ 
this great division, on the ad of November, Count 
Orloff-Denisoff fell in wi^th a vast qonpourse of thet 
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^neiay. It Was literally a mob composed 6t nttnU 
bers, who had wandered in various directions from: 
a hundred regiments, and being hunted in all quar- 
ters by the Cossacs, were chased into the great 
road, where they found other sharers in the same 
circumstances of flight and misery. Assembling 
themselves in abody the better to repel the attacks 
of the flying cavalry, they had proceeded only a 
little way when they were descried by the vigilant 
eye of Orloff-Denisoff. Without order or command 
they attempted to repulse his charge, but on the 
first onset they fell like unarmed men, so weak watf 
their means * of resistance, so feeble was their 
atrength, and the earth was immediately scattered 
over with their killed and wounded. 

Upwards of one thousand prisoners quietly 
submitted to tiie victors, and wi<h them were ta- 
ken forty loaded waggons and several officers whicb 
belonged to the Commissariat. 

Greneral Miloradovitch, by a movement en his 
right, came fast upon the steps of Orloff-Denisoff 
and Piatoff ; and the heads of his columns presient: 
ed themselves close to Wiazma on the moramgof 
tiie third of November. Here the enemy were col* 
lected in great strength ; and wishing to give time, 
if possible, for thdr part of the army in advance to 
proceed, they made a formidable show of giving 
battle. Marshals Davoust, Ney, and Beauhamois 
formed at a small distance from Wiazma. They 
kad not chosen ground the best adapted to exten- 
me military operations, nor had they been allow*' 
ed time even to take advantsqge of the points with- 
in their reach to improve their position. Neither 
^rder nor discipline seemed to exist amongst the 
numerous ranks ; all was confusion and uproar ; 
and fighting with desperation alone was now their 
4nly hope of succf^s^; 
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Mttoradovitoh soon- made his airaDgements for 
Ihe attack, vhich was kmnediately made on the 
enemy's left flank. The Russian troops fell upoQ> 
their adversaries with a fury which nothing bnt the 
eraellest injuries could have excited; they were 
met by a resistance full of valour, but it was the 
valour of the soldier's last hour, when he knows that 
he. must fall and is resolved to sell his life dearly. 
The contest was very short. A heavy and regular 
discharge from the Russian cannons and musket- 
ry ^wept down whole lines of the French, and com- 
pelled the rest to give way. The moment was seized 
by their adversaries, who ruined on with the point 
of the bayonet and drove them with unparalleled 
slaughter into the town.. The Russian^ cavalry, 
fresh and unfatigued, charged furieasly after the 
retreating columns over heaps of dead and dying ; 
while the airtillery continued to pour on their devot- 
ed heads myriads of balls and grape, with an exe* 
cution as horrible as it was effectual. 

Beauharnois fled with his shattered division to- 
wards the road leading to Douchovchina. Davoust 
.and Ney took the hi^ road to Dorogobouche ; 
whilst thousands ran,^ they scarcely knew whither, 
along both banks of the Dneiper. 

Twenty-eight pieces of cannon fell into the Rus^ 
sian hands in this affair. The French loss wa» 
fccemendotts. Six thousand killed, and three thou- 
sand five hundred taken prisoners ; smiongst the lat* 
ter was a general of artillery and his aide-de-eamps^ 
the quarter-master-general of Davousfa division^ 
and an immense number of officers of various 
ranks. 

As usual the pursuit of the enemy only finished 

with the night : and such a night I In that terrible 

' darkness all the horrors of winter seemed at once 

, to burst upoa them. The snow fell Unremittinglf 
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till it covered tlie face of the earth, and every ob«- 
jeet upon it that was not coneideFably above its tswt^ 
face, ^fhe cold was intolerable ; and now it wa9 
that the loud complaints of human nature, snffer- 
ing under every ill, burst from every lip. Thon» 
O Napoleon ! were thy magnificent titles pf Qm- 
gueroTy Kinff, and JEmperoTy forgotten in the gene^ 
ral accusation of Tyraniy JSetrayer^ Murderer/ 

The morning broke, and the usual track of thetr 
march had disfi^>peared. The weltering bodies of 
their companions, the stiflened corpses of them who 
had perished by famine, all were hidden from their 
sight under one wide waste of snow. The cry 
which broke from tlieir hearts at this desolate spec- 
tacle, this whitened world, which sliut from their 
emaciated hands every root of the earth, every 
blade of grass for their fainting cattle, was like tfae 
cry at th^ judgment day — all hope was vain, and 
the direst perdition seemed to await then) at every 
point. 

Severe as had been their sufferings before, it was 
from this moment that the French army ^new by 
experience the utmost stretch of evils that humani- 
ty could bear. It was now that they knew, by ten 
thousand nameless horroi*s, what was imported in 
the term a northern winter. Buonapart6 had taught 
them to deride its described terrors, and to hold 
them at nought. He had pledged himself that they 
should defy all its powers, by the exertions of his 
care, his foresight, his preparations. They should 
cheer its gloom with full boards and festivities; they 
should create a southern sun in its dreary atmoei* 
phere, by the glow of victory, and the glory of re- 
nown. This had been the promise ; but what the 
reality ? His foresight was, to lead them to des* 
traction ; his care, to abandon diem in the severest 
moment <^ trial ; his preparaticms to leave them in 
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luikcednesd and want; his fall boards the bajrren 
%?aste of famine; his. festivals and triumphs, the 
bloody field of tetreataml the disfaoDOured gravel 



TflS irost eommeticed with an iiitensity uncom* 
iDon even in Russia. The wretched fugitives of 
Kapoleon were obliged to bivouac upon the naked 
saow, with no other covering than the drifting sleet 
which drove against their exposed bodies like the 
piercing points of arrows. In these terrible nights 
of more than mortal cold, they attempted to light 
fires ; and round the half kindled sparks they hud- 
dled together, to participate the vital heat each yet 
contained. But it was so small, that in a few hours 
many hundreds died, and when morning dawned, 
their surviving comrades beheld them in ghastly cir* 
cles of death around the glimmering ashes. 
• It was hardly in the memory of the oldest per- 
son in Russia, a winter having set in so early with 
such iron rigour. But the severest weather never 
found a people unprepared which had been educat- 
ed from infancy to endure its annual return, and 
were never unprovided with means to repel any ex- 
traordinary violence. The Emperor and the pat- 
riotic spirit 6f his nobles, had abundantly furnished 
the Russian army with provisions and winter cloth* 
ing ; and though' out under dJ the inclemencies of 
the season, they nardly felt its fierceness. 

Not. so the French army. The persons who 

composed its legions were most of them bom under 

more genial suns ; and their constitutions knew no 

habits answerable to the attacks which would be 

33* 
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m^Ae en Aem in mM climitfs, and as M fiefieimiv 
tteans had been prepared of shielding them froi» 
siicb ioeiitable evils, the conseqaeac^ could not 
be but fatal 

Day after day these unhappy men dragged on 
Iheir wretched existence. All military ideas were 
thrown aside ; it was no longer an arttiy that was. 
rtreating, but a multitude of famishing individuals, 
each seekinp^ his own preservation, and careless of 
all oAer objects i» the world. To speak of dis- 
cipline, or order, was meckelry to them. l%ey 
spumed at command so impotent that it could on- 
ly issue its decrees to their perishing ranks. '' Give 
Us bread,** they wouH cry, " and we wiH obey 
you r Officer and private alike cotttemned every 
effort of the Generals to maintain subordination^ 
and the visible appearance of ian army. They broke 
Away in bands uke wild beasts howling for their 
prey ; and rushing together, or in desperate solita* 
ry attempts, tore down every obstacle in their path 
to procure (bod and raiment. Friend and foe were 
assailed ; self-preservatioa was their sole motive, 
and when no Kussian property presented itself for 
plunder they fell upon their own waggons, and pit- 
tageo them of their contents. A horrible destrac- 
tion siezed upon thousands, and wharev6r they 
moved the direst spectacles tracked their steps. 
Their figures now appeared hardly human ; the fa- 
ces of some were disfigured by the loss of various 
features from the inveteracy of the frost ; others had 
lost their hands or feet, some whole limbs, but even 
tiiese injuries were small, when quppared with the 
combination of bodily sufferings (hitherto unknown 
in the annals of the world) which fell upon many, 
and produced diseases for which there is yet no 
name. The most horrible Golgotha of human vic- 
tims sacrificed to the Molochs of India, could not 
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this rOad of death. Here perished man put oq every 
Uhsjp^ of horror, and vast and deep were the heaps 
of his remaiBS. Some lay Id aaviable rest ; but 
history will have the abhorrent fact to relate, that 
Hiany were the mai^led bodies torn by the bands 
of their maddened comrades, who, wrought to. 
frenisy by the pangs of unappeased hunger, seized 
on the limbs of the dead, and devoured the loath- 
some jSesh with the appetites of cannibals. '. 

Such were the effects on the most violent spirits 
amongst these wretched men ; but those of a more 
temperate nature, bore the miseries of want and 
xold with a stem despair, until the weakness of tlieir 
frames not allowing them to contend with the infln-« 
ence of the frost, a frightful drowsiness seized on 
all their Acuities. Thousands in this state sunk 
into the hands of their oonqnerors ; v^ithout speech^ 
deprived of every sense, ^nd almost motionlessv 
they ceased to five even h^efidre they ceased to 
breathe. 

The phiais of wrath seemed to pour all tbeirfury 
on the devoted heads <tf Napoleon's army. It was 
« scetie that aust make tJie most infidel mind pause 
to ndeditate ; it was a scene to wring with agony the 
most obdurate heart Bitten Ifaen was the cup of 
misery which man drank to the dregs. 

As man brought himsdf by bis X)Wtt will into the 
way of l&eseevns, it seems but jnst that he should 
l>e tbe longest afflicted. The poor animals which 
the Fre0dik army had nmde the companions of their 
iihvasion^ also sufferec^ but deatii sooner rdieved 
them frpm Aeir pangs. In every part ci the re* 
tfeat it wai observed that although Ae mraifaad all 
the miseries which reason, in such a situation, must 
add t6 dios^ of the body, to codiend with, yet 
4km ammala more imoMdiately Mt the &tal eliects 
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of the season. Each day and night the horses di« 
ed by hundreds. These poor creatures had long 
been without forage, and the fatigue they endured 
had qaite exhaust^ them even Wore the i^iater 
set in ; but when that put the last stroke to the 
ttiisery of the French army, no care was taken to 
dioe the animals for their icy march, and the con- 
sequence was injurious to their feet which nothing 
(ouldcure, and a weakness of limbs which debili* 
tated the creature to an excess that rendered him 
almost useless. To remedy this, what the en* 
feebled strength of a few could not do, many were 
brought to accomplish ; thus, instead of the usual 
complement of horses to draw a heavy piece of ar- 
tillery or a waggon, twelve^ fourteen, and often 
twenty, were put to the task. But even this with 
addition, should they arrive at a rising ground up 
which the load was to be drawn, it became an in- 
surmountable barrier, and guns and wagons were 
abandoned. The cavalry, (all exciting the ca- 
valry of the guards,) were hourly dismounted to as- 
sist with their horses in these often vain attempts to 
save their artillery and ba^age. Sometimes to 
preserve the horses, the baggage was left, and fre- 
quently both were lost together ; the horses sinking 
at once under die unequal labour, and the aban- 
doned waggonsi seized in the sight of their owners 
by the hovering Cossacs. 

The grand army of Russia, continuing its march 
by cross roads, kept in a parallel line with the re^ 
treat of the enemy. General Miloradovitch ceased 
not to press upon their left flank, while he proceeds 
ed with Platoff and his clouds of tiie Don, which, 
with a fiercer fire than ever shot from the BoreaU 
Morn, hung on the corps of Beauhamois. Hie 
passage of the Dneiper at Dorogobouche, had been 
anticipated by tiie Russians \ aqd a strong cor|ia 
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from their main army was fast approaching to in- 
crease the enemy's difficulties in attempting to cross 
it 

Every, arm, in this awful moment, was raised to 
rid the empire of its invaders, and to hurl a direful 
retribution on their heads. The great, the aged 
Koutousoff, rested neither day nor night, but ex- 
posed himself at all hours, and under every inclem^ 
enrcy of the season, to watch the progress of the 
enemy's flight; to share anxiety and fatigue with 
the youngest and most active of bis soldiers. While 
he shared in their toil and in their glory, he forgot 
the merits of his own animating example, and thus 
oaequivocally demands the gratitude of posterity 
for the men he led to conquest. 

"T^e Cossacs perform miracles of bravery. 
They not only destroy whole columns of the ene- 
my's infantry ; but fall with undaunted resolution 
upon his flaming artillery. They destroy all that 
opposes them. Indeed the same spirit animates 
the whole of the Russian armyt" 

On the 7th November, General Platoff, at the 
head of his band of warrion;, passed swifdy along 
the right side of the road leading to Dorogobouche, 
His pursuit was l^eanhamois, and to post his Cos- 
sacs in situations to prevent the marauding parties 
of the fugitives from destroying the villages which 
had yet escaped the ravages of war. As he came 
down upon the way which leads from Dorogobouche 
to Donchovochipa, not frir from the village of Ze«« 
sella, fie fell in with a division of Beauhamois. 

The gallant chief of the Cossacs, even on the in- 
Mnrt of rencontre, threw his followers into order 
of attack, vdiich he could do to advantage, as the 
enemy had taken ft very open position. Hie direct<t 
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«d both flaoks of his opponeot to be assanlted at 
the same time, while he with a chosen squadron 
would bear down upon the centre. Victory non 
aeeraed to ait upon his helm. The enemy's right 
and left were turned, and the centre, not able tf 
utand the united charge of chasseurs, mrtiUery, and 
Cossacs, gavie way in every direction ; some fled, 
but many fell, dyeing the pale snow with torrenta 
of h.uinan blood. Discomfited at e?ery. point, tiw 
4mce formidable division separated from before tba 
swords of their victors, one party flying towanb 
Douchovochina, and the other taking wing to Smo- 
iendc. Platoff* dispatched a strong corps in pur* 
suit of the fatter, while he himself followed the 
former, (at whose head was Beauhamois,) with 4^ 
body of troops determined to s^ize or pursue its 
commander tq the verge of the empire. 

The gallant train came up with the object of their 
chase &e next day near to the banks of the Vope. 
The atmosphere was darkened by a thickly-fallmg 
anow, but darkness and light were the same to the 
zeal of the Cossac, the blaw of his ovrn ardour wan 
eufficient, and the battle was renewed. Beauhar- 
oois made a firmer resistance than hefwe ; his sot 
diers received the charge of the Russians with K 
furious recoil, and the combat raged for a little time 
with a grappling kind of courage. But it was mK 
the courage of military order ; the voice of com* 
maud was not heard ; all was the result of indi»* 
viduM jfeeliBg, at one moment cutting down his adt* 
Vi^aary, and in the next, hurried on by firantic dea** 
pair pneMeipitating h^v^self Opon the pointed weapont 
lof the Cossacs. 

Upwards of fifteen hundred of the enemy ift^ere 
killed during the attacks of these two days ; aiiA 
three thousand five hiiDdred takeft prisoners. 
Amotigst the latter were Cxeneral Si^itotsr, many 
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officers of inferior ranks. The spoil vrere sixty-two 
pieces of cannon, several standardsi bagpige, kc. 

Pbtoff^ having destroyed nearly the whole of 
Bueaharnois' division, moved down npon Doucho** 
Yocfaina to finish its destruction, uid then dispatch-* 
ed eight regiments of Cossacs to strei^then those 
already sent towards Smotenzk. His intentions 
were to follow these successes by procec^ling on 
the great road beyond Selobpneva, and then tnm^ 
kig on the heads of the enemy's advancing columns, 
cut tiiem off in van and rear. 

A short time after this affair, some of the Russian 
parties intercepted a French courier with letters 
nnocB the defeated division, to that at Smolenzk. 
Two are here subjoined from Beauhamois, and 
they will give no faint impressions of his own idea 
of the sufferings of the unhappy wretdies under 
hiB command. 



■Letter Item the Vieerefg of Itafy to the Prince of 
IfewehMel^ dated from the village <f ZeseUa^ No- 
vernier 7th, 1812. 

'* I have the honour to inform your Highness that 
I put myself in motion at four o'clock this morn- 
ings but the badness of the roads, and severity of 
the frost opposed so many obstacles to the march 
of my division, that our van only was able to reach 
this place by six in the evening, the rear tajcing up 
a position nearly two leagues behind. 

'' At five in the morning, the enemy appeared 
on our right, attacking at the same instant our van, 
our centre and our rear, with artillery, Cossacs, and 
dragoons. At the head he found an opening of. 
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whfch te to(rfc immediate advantage, and c^afgirigf 
with a load hottra ! made a prize of two pieces of 
l^imental caiinoii which had been stopped by a 
steep acclivity at some distance from their escorts* 
The 9th rc^ment, ran to cover them, but' they had 
been already carried off. 

** On the rear-guard the enemy opened a fife from 
four guns, and General Ornano believes that he saw 
infitntry upon every other point with two pieces of 
cannon eachi but he does not assert it as a positive 
fact 

'* Your Highness must allow that my situation is 
extremely critical ; embarrassed as . 1 am by the 
quantity of baggage with which T have been forced 
to encumber myself, and by a long train of artillery 
of which, without exaggeration, four hundred hor- 
ses have died ihis day.. Nevertheless I shall con* 
tinue my march by dawn to-morrow with the inten-^ 
tion of reaching Polloggi^ where I shall endeavour 
to gain that information which must determine 
whether I shall proceed to Donchovochina or to 
Pneva. 

'' I will ilot conceal from your Highness that af- 
ter making every exertion to carry forward the ar- 
tillery, I am at last under the necessity, of a^ban- 
doning so fruitless an attempt. In our present sit- 
uation we must be prepared to make great sacrifi- 
ces, and thb very day several guns have been 
spiked and buried. 

" I have the honour, &c." 

Letter from the Viceroy of Italy to the Prince oj 
Neu/cAatelj dated November Othy 1812, at the 
passage of the Vcpe. 

*^ I enclose to your Highnefss a letter which* 
though written by me yesterday* failed of. reaching 
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yoy ; tbe offe^r who wa» to have d«Uv€ired it hav- 
ing been led astray by his gajde. 

^ Ypur Highness wUI b$ surprised to find me yet 
upon the Vope ; I have not however been the less 
active in qaittiag Zeselia by five this oumiingy but 
the road is sp cut with ravines that it required near* 
ly ^iritculpas efforts to reach even thns far. It is 
with the mpst painful feeling that } discover the ne- 
cessity I wii under of confi^sing to your Highnesa 
the great jMMrrifices we have made tQ expedite our 
mw'<^h. Tbesie three di^ys only, have cost us two- 
thirds of /our artillery, and of the troops, ibur hun- 
dred hors^ died yesterday, and to^ay we have 
lost double that number, not including any of thpse 
I was obliged to procure for the bag^ige wagRons 
and other c^rciqges^ Whole trains perished nearly 
at the same insUnit, several of which had been three 
times renewed. 

'* T(H}ay tl^is division of the army has not beea 
distqrbed in its mairch. Soine thought they per- 
ceived Cossacs without artillery, but that circum- 
stance not b^iog osaf^K it may be a mistake. If the 
report of one of the Voltigeqrs, who was sent out 
on a marauding party, may be bdieved, he was fol- 
lowed by a column of infiemtry and artillery taking 
a^e same direction with ourselves^ 

''To-night I send a strong recwnrntmee upon 
Doucbovocbina, which place I ei^pect to reach to- 
morrow, provided the enemy does not oppose a se* 
rious resistance to ipy march ; for I must not con- 
c^ from y^w Highness that the sufferings pf these 
three last days have so completely depressed the 
spirit of the soldiery, that I fe»r they are at this 
moment incapable of making any sort of exertion. 
Many of the Uo<hp« and d«i4 fr<>» iamine and from 
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cold } aad others, in despair, have- suffered theift- 
selves to be taken by tbcs enemy. 

" I have the honour, &c/* 

By moving upon Donchovochina^ fieauharnois' 
cut off the conlmunicatioh 'between hiin and the 
greater body of the French army, and his takings 
such a route can only be accountai for in bis anxie- 
ty to find some subsistence for bis 1fe,mished people. 
Could this b€i ac<k)fnplisfaed he might have a hope 
of gaining Vitepsk, and joining the remnant of hi» 
division with the fbrces of Victor and Oudinot, 
#bo werts supposed to be theft in that neighbour- 
hood. 

Whatever mtght have beei^ bis future object, the 
fnean^ to reach it were destroyed by the Cossacs*. 
They never cheeked the career ol their pursuit, till 
they chased the Viceroy of Italy and his staff to 
the gates of ISmolenzk ; and saw the poor wretched 
who had formed the last fragment of his division, 
dispersing themselves for shelter in evei^ direction, 
flying tor the woods anci over the tracktess snows^ 
where they perished to a man*. 

There was not one of the Generalei of Napoteon 
who <fid not openly or secretly condemn their leader 
for persisting in leaving Moscow^ with so immense a 
train of artillery. The delay it occasioned in their 
retreat, and the vast consumption of cattle it occa- 
sioned to transport ft irfong, was one great cause of 
the future calamilies of the army. Time, ii^nite- 
ly valuable at this crisis, was worse than lost The 
Various impediments which tay in the way of these 
heavy apponds^es of flight, stofe away the hours 
and days in attempting to surmount them ; tbou- 
sands'Of horses,^ taken from the riders too enfeebled 
to bear the toil of walking, perished in the harness 
of the guns ; and the guns themselves were at last 
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aba94€9ted ! ^ut not till tbe^delay they had .occa- 
«oaed had sealed the fete of the army :-^ it was 
overtaken by the Winter of the North ! 

At t)iis moment when bis dismoupted and faiut- 
Hig troops wer^ left to the mercy of their pursuers, 
be affects thus to remark on thieiraitiiation : " th^ 
enemy, who saw on the road the traces of the ca* 
lamity which bad befallen the army, hastened to 
take advantage x>f its misfortune. jHLe, surrounded 
every column with Gossacs, who, like Jthe Arabs 
of the desert, carried off the trains and carriages 
which were separated from us. Such are tbe acts 
of this despicable cavalry, which make a noise^ 
but are not capable of equalling in speed a company 
of voUigeur€. They are formidable by the favor pjf 
circumstances alone.'^ 

All the hopes and false calculations of Buonapart6 
relative to the conquest of Russia, have been disi- 
pated in endeavouring to realise them. Never was 
contempt of the character and resources of a na- 
tion more deeply rooted in the brest of man, than 
was the French Ruler's contempt of this empire. 
Never since nations existed has there been ma- 
nifes|;ed so unanimous a patriotism, and with 
that patriotism a succession of resources equal to 
every exigency of the time. The calamities of the in« 
vasion instead of damping the ardour of the peo- 
ple, ^drew forth in tenfold strength t|i^ir courage 
wd incalculable powers of war. And while Na- 
poleon proclaimed to the world that he went to 
separate a race of slaves from their tyrants, he only 
made it apparent that in the empire of Russia still 
exists the polity of the patriarchal ages. There 
may be found the hereditary bond and the free : a 
circle of allodial princes, and their tenants who, 
bom on the lands and of a line of ancestors coeval 
apvitb the pedigree of their lords, are rather the sooa 
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general, speak of nortbem tassali^, it is etiAlnft 
they consider it in the same point of view fbtft fhey 
did the slavery in the West Indies. But no two 
states can possess more distinct tines of dilE^rencA, 
The bonds of the Russian peasant are the same 
wiUi those which bontid the Chaldean shephcfrd ; 
the servitude of liie negro in the West Indies, wad 
the slavery of a Spartan helot J^s there is a ptb^ 
gress in civilisation, and every nation caimot h^ 
prepared to share at the same moment the |mvile« 
ges of other nations, it is as illiberal as absurd to 
contemn all people who are not elevated to the 
aame pitch of political consequence we are our* 
aelves. Solon gave to the Athenians, not the he^t 
possible code of laws, but the best they would bear. 
Such is ever the conduct of wisdorA. Nati6nsare 
like children. They are not set at perfect liberty 
tni education bad made them a law to themselves. 
The Russian Sovereign and his princes are not ig^ 
norant of this ordinance of nature. The eii^cirtlh 
stances of the French invasion have called fi>rth tbe 
character«( of the people. The high and the lew 
are made sensible or their relative duties to tkt 
common weal : they are acquainted with tbeif owa 
powers ; they are aware of each others virtues :— ^ 
and the consequences are obvious. Alotauder is 
ihe Father of his Empire! and the Russian liatiOH 
must become as great in internal policy, as it in 
now renowned for loyalty and arms. 



Cbritr OooKotfli&Y confinued to move towttrAl 
Ac country in the directicm of Krasooy^ wMJ* 
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X^ntmaBt-Gmnerel Sehepeleff, after recohDoiCpring 
sad fcleitriog sdl in his front, moved on his right to 
filnim. He ftnifid a strong body of the enemy in 
tfaiA city, hot he did not Mo^ them to remain 
tb^re ; in a few hours they were completely driven 
from the plaee and its neighbourhood. 

Mfioradovitcfa, with the advanced guard of the 
mat army, pmhed on through Semlevo towards 
Dofqgiybonche. On the 7th of November he dis* 
covered the enemy constructing an additional bridge 
Ov6r Ih^ Dneiper. That river intersects th<) great 
rosM) in two different places about eight wersts from 
Dwogoboucbe. The most considerable part of 
ttie French army, with its guns and baggage, had 
alrMdy gaind the immediate vicinity of that city. 
Thi«det3tcbment was therefore wholly unprotect- 
ed ; and Miloradovitch gave instant orders that it 
sboald be attacked. Being struck with terror at 
the unexpected charge, the men who composed it 
nearcely oflfered any resistance, but felt in heaps 
Odder the Russian sabre, or plunged for refuge 
inlo tbe river, where they were drowned. This 
impediment destroyed, Miloradovitch passed the 
whole of his forces over, and proceeded towards 
thetdwn. 

Hie French army on arriving there, bad taken 
op an advantageous position ; but, like most of 
their kte effi>rtf(, H was of no avail. The Russian 
Gisnend diispatched a strong division to turn theit 
left flank, their right being secured by the Dneipen 
The combat was supported on both sides with the 
ipirit of good soldiers. It was desperate on the 
part of tl^ Froich, add determined on that of Ru&r 
sia. Two hours, however, put an end to the con*^ 
tMt, tod tiie enemy followed his fate of flying 
from the fleld.^ During the flight upwards of fifty^ 
trnmiillition waggons were bloenm up, and a Tast 
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^timbr of guns thrown into'the river. Severd fell 
into the hands of the Russians, with about a thou- 
sand prisoners ; and when the victors had recon- 
noitered what had been the position of their adver- 
sary, they found it one line of dead and dying; the 
snow was blackened with their bodies ; and every 
where around, the foot of man or horse could not. 
step without Uampling on the wrecks of human na- 
ture, destroyed by the sword, or cold, or famine. 

Count Oiioff-Denizotf moved his force in a pa-" 
rallel direction between the great army and that of 
Miloradovitch ; and during his march very success- 
fully continued his exertions against the enemy, 
destroying their men, and burning their waggons. 
This ^lant division had been greatly increas^ by 
numbers of organized peasantry, and several noble 
partizans who assisted the general in his glorious 
toils. When he reached the villages of Kolpitka 
and Doubasichi, which are not far from Dorogo- 
boucfae, he Learnt that the enemy to the amount of 
nine thousand men, under the command of Bri- 
gade-General Augareau, were divided amongst the 
villages of Yazvine, Liachovo, and Dolgomostia. 
On receiving this information, (it was on the IJth 
of November,) he pushed on with his whole force, 
Liachovo was the first object, and was attacked by 
the artillery under the orders of Captain Figner, 
an officer who, throughout the whole of this dteo- 
lating war, gave unceasing proofs of courage and 
military skill. The enemy made an attempt to form 
on some rising ground on the right of the village, 
but the Russian shot rolling in upon their ranks 
and marling them with horrid chasms, they deem- 
ed it prudent to retire again to the protection of 
the houses. Count Orloff-Denizofit vrith his troops, 
immediately surrounded the place. The French 
Commander, seeing the inevitable consequenqes of 
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his situation, did not hesitate, but laying down hm 
arms, offered to capitulate. This division, all takea 
prison»*s, consisted of two thonsand men, and sixty 
officers, including their General. The detachment, 
i¥hich occupied Dolgomastia, finding that Auge- 
reau was attacked, dispatched a corps of cavalry 
to his support. These were met, charged, and de-* 
stroyed, nearly at the very moment in which their 
General and brethren-in-arms surrendered. 

This was the first example of such a capitnla^ 
tion since the enemy^s retirii^ from Moscow. 

Next day, the victorious Uount scoured the rest 
of the villa^e& of their hostile inmates. On his ap- 
proach to Prendima he ieamt that a large convoy of 
provisions, cattle, horses, and other necessaries for 
the French army accunmlating at Smolenzk, was 
OD its way from Mohiloff, under the guard of strong 
detachments of artillery, cavalry, and infantry, the 
whole amomitii^ to six thousand men. His infor- 
mation was so good, and his own movements so 
judicious, that he fell on all parts of this immense 
cavalcade almost in one instant of time, and his di« 
visions closing in upon them, the whole was made 
his prize. One thousand five hundred of the ^le- 
my were kflled, thirteen hundred were made pri- 
soners, and four hundred waggons laden with bis- 
cuit, brandy, and wine, were takem Also twa 
hundred head of cattle, and one thousand horses 
destined for the guns. Such was the report which 
the jfugitive survivors of the action attempted to 
carry to Smolenzk ; but the freezing blast and the 
shapeless drift destroyed what the sword had spar- 
ed, and there was none to tell of a loss so terrible 
to an army whose wants rendered the smallest as- 
sistance invaluable. 

Prince Koutousoff kept pace with the corps oii 
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bis right, fixing bis head-quarters %t ]SInia oa tbr 
7tb c£ Noveml^, and on the 13Ui at LubkavQ. 

Baooapart€ and hiscbosra band, having tracked 
their way over deserts lost in aoow» at last ca^Qie up 
with the relics of his oaoe j&ne army at Smolenzk^ 
and established his head-quarters there on the 9tii 
of November. At the moment of his en^^SiOce into 
that city be was m perfect ignoraace of the relative 
situations of the several great divisioas of the Bus* 
sian army. His flight to this point had be^^ prose- 
cuted under circumstances of such sp£^ and 
alarm that he had not had the power of sendiog out 
parties of recomoisaDce to any distance. Howev* 
er, he flattered himadft A*aai the rapidity with 
which he bad moved, that he must now be cooskle- 
mbly in advance of the ^neroy, and might reach 
Minsk befoTO Admiral Tchitchagoff (mild ^p^ 
pioach it from Volhynia. 

The division of Marshal Ney, (which now 
amounted to no more than fifteen thousand meu,) 
was yet a foil day's march in the rear of the maio 
body, and it was to be considered as its rearguard. 
Necessary as his adr^noe might be» his utmost en- 
deavours .oonld not make more than a very slow 
progress ; for the Cossacs a^d light troops of the 
Russian adjiranced guajfd fell on him at ei^ery point, 
and it may literally be said he purchased every 9tep 
forward with the bkK)d of some of his people. lo 
one of his rencontres with the imperial troops be 
lost nine hundred and eighty men* twenty-two 
pieces of canoon^ and sixty ammunition waggons. 

In &ct» tbe numbers who perished of the French 
army, from tbe day of- its evacuating Moscow,, to 
that of it^ entrance into Smolensk, are incredible. 
It exceeded one hundred thousand men when it left 
die gates of the ancient capital, and at Spiolenzk 
wcijf thousand could with clifficulty I^e mustered, 
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and even the greatest tinmbers of them were hard* 
1y able to bear arms. Tbougfh too enfeebled by want 
and fatigue to contend with any efiect against tqeir 
armed enemien, they were stilt only too prompt to 
obey the cruel orders of their leader to avenge their 
defeats and their miserie.^ upon the last remains of. 
the native inhabitants of Smoienzk. £ver since 
this wretched city fell into the possession of the 
French it had exhibited one unmterupted scene 
of tyranny. The authorities instituted by Buooa- 
part6, had exerted their powers of aggression both 
upon the town and the adjoining country with eve- 
ry act of avidity and ferocious violence. Amongst 
the many loyal Russians whose blood was daily of- 
fered by these monsters of cruelty to the ambition 
of their master, was the brave Colonel Engelhart. 
He was a private gentleman of Smolensk, and on 
the entrance of the French into that government, 
he resolutely remained in his village, defending it 
against the rapacity of the enemy. Various par- 
ties were ordered out to destroy him and his litde 
fortress together, but his courage was more than 
numbers, and many of the brigands fell by his own 
intrepid hand. But, shame to add, at last one 
wretch was found who could be persuaded to act 
the traitor, and Engelhart was betrayed into the 
power of his enemies. The joy they manifested at 
the sight of their captive fully testified the merit of 
his opposition, and when he was interrogated on 
his conduct by his French judges, he answered in 
the simple language of virtue : 

** I have only done my duty as a Russian subject. 
The obligation of opposing them who would dis- 
turb the peace of our legitimate sovereign, and d^ 
stroy our country, is imposed by the Divine Law 
upon us all : and I have nothing to r^et, but that 
. 35* 
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f am restrained hy these fetterK from dfing ia tbe 
act of iDflicting Tengeance opoA our invaders." 

It was tlitrs thaf the noWe Engelhart declared flic 
principles of his heroic heart before the (HbWntfl of 
hw enemies. He lisfetied cahnly to the sentence 
of deatli which they passed upofr hirti. ' He i^efura- 
ed to his prison in chains, through the streets of 
Smolenzk ; aAdf re-entering his drtn^jeon with the 
mi W dijSirity of virtcre, there ttiade his last testament 
of affeclron to tho^ her loved; a*id of firm defiaince Id 
the oppressors of his cMtitrj. At the place of exe- 
cution he poitffed out to the French their ert-or in be^" 
Irevin^ that they could eve* enslafe Russia ; he 
pfediet^d the desf^uctio* M hef irtVadefs, tod thank-' 
ed he^veri thaf etert his Wur'der would pfdve a ser- 
vice te the empire. 

Pesith had io few terrdtB for fairb Who haid b^en 
cottdtfcte/^ id the scaffold by Afs tirtdes, that, trbeu 
the execufioriers would htfve blindlMded him, he' 
rertfioved th^ bandage, srnd fixinfif fcis lAtrtpid eyes 
upon the rtthskets which ivfere levellefd at him, iMde 
the sigfri of iii€ hAil^ Cross upon his bosom. He 
fell a soldiey' of Christ, he fell a noble? sacrififc* t<J 
htS*dit{y dS a SubrfeCt and ai rtiari. 

Ver^ few tver^ the flayS that the F^enth afmy, 
beaten by (he ternplest raised by thei* cririies ahd 
the elemebtd, remaihed at Sttiol^^k ; but tfa6se 
few lUyii wefe Hislrtced with ei^ef-y hoffdt thd mosi 
wanton cfuelty coiild inflict. It t^as the reigW of 
violence. Maddened by fiirivsltiiih, tifnd infUritite 
with every vengeful passion, the tide of rapine knew 
no boiinds ; bio6d flowed in every quarter, and the 
unrestrained swords of these famished bands even 
werit so far as to attack the guards of their own 
stores, to pillage the bontents ; and in phrenzied 
intoxication, to consunlc! by fire what they bad not 
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'rtrength ioheor away. Indeed the disordw amongst 
the troops rose to such a pitch that no common 
measures could bring it into any rule. The officers 
n^ere set at defiance, and while any sustenance 
^;Ould be rifled from the magazines, the men despis- 
ed subordination, and rioted in all the excess of 
mutiny and desperation. It was the bold dc^spair 
of the seamen, who, seeing their vessel must foun- 
^er, break into lihe ship-stores, and sink inebriated 
into their watery grave. There was ruin in every 
moment of this system being endured ; and to 
tAeck it ut last, by changing the object of their 
avidity, Buonapart6 gave orders that his disor- 
ganized people should be marched from the town 
towards the abundant granaries he- had provided in 
Poland. 

The last tragic act of fire and devastation that 
"was to be performed in iSmolensk, was left to the 
direction of Marshal Davoust, and to be executed 
by those -of his division who had happened to suffer 
the least under the late fatigues and privations. 
The orders to this effect were transmitted to him by 
Berthjer, at the command of their August Dicta- 
tor, and they may be found m the following inter- 
cepted letter : 



The Prince of NeufcAatel to the Prince ofEckmuhl. 

" PRINCB n^ECKMUBL, 

*' It is the Emperor's command, that you support 
the D uke d'Elchingen in the retreat of his rear- 
guard. The Vfcevoy goes tOr«orrow to KrasBoy : 
you win be cweful, therefene, to occupy and re- 
Hete such posts ^ may be necessary for the securi- 
tf0(tbe Viceroy's advance. The intention of his 
Majesty is, «bat your eerps and diat of the Duke 
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d^Elchingen shoiiM fold therosdves back upon 
Krasnoy : and this movement must be made ou 
the 16th or 1 7th. 

'' General Charpentier, vith his garrison, coa- 
fiisting of two-thirds of the Polish battalions, and 
one regiment of cavalry, will quit the city with the 
rear-guard. 

*• Previous to the evacuation of the town you 
must blow up the fortifications around Smolensk, 
by setting tire to the mines already prepared ; you 
must personally superintend the burning of the am* 
munition, magazines, and the artillery waggons, as 
Dvell as of the muskets. In short, every thing that 
cannot be carried off, nmst be destroyed. Such of 
the cannon as you are unable to remove, must be 
sawn a<<under and buried. The Generals Cbasse- 
lopp aud Laribaissiere, remainhere, to execute their 
share in the foregoing dispositions. You will be 
particular. Monsieur le Marechal, to order out pa* 
troles, for the purpose of preventing stragglers, and 
you will take measures for the removal of the sick, 
so that as few as possible may be left in the hospi- 
tals. 

(Signed) ^^ Alexander^ the Prince of Neufchatd^ 

"« Major QmuToU* 



2 O. S ) 

B— Nov. > 

U N.S.) 



Smoleink, the«*Nov. > 7 in the moniii^ 



The orders of Napoleon were still held in .re- 
spect by his Generals^ aad with regard to the ruin 
in Smolenzk they were strictly obeyed. The cma« 
raand was. devastation ! and even the most routiooos 
soldier fell into the line that was to do the work. 
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Use had made destruction a habit of their miods, 
and in the present cane it was anginented to enjoy- 
ment, by making it an act of revenge. The wines 
iprere tilled with upwards of eight hundred immense 
cases of combustibles. The city was tired in every 
quarter at once, and, as soon as the last ranks of 
the grand army filed out of it, the signal brand was 
thrown and the explosion took place. The raging 
of the flames, the thundering of the bursting mines, 
and the tremendous fragments of stone and wood 
that were hurled int^ the air, and fell back in blaz- 
ing ruin, created the appearance of a volcano in the 
midst of the wintry desert. And beneath this 
burning shower, and wrapped in clouds of smoke, 
Davoust issued from the tailing suburbs of the city, 
to join his master, who had departed on the 13tk 
for Krasnoy. 

Napoleon, as usual, bad chosen his companions, 
taking with him his guards only, who, indeed, were 
the only troops who now affected any zealous at« 
tachment to his person, or maintained discipline 
amongst their ranks. 

The Grand Russian army, by continuing to ap« 
proach the city of Krasnoy, greatly increased the 
effects of General Miloradovitch's movements upon 
the enemy*s rear. That excellent officer having ap« 
proacbed Liac^hovo, .by a movement on bis left, 
poshed on to the villages in the vicinity of Krasnoy, 
la consequence of his finding that the chief part of 
Beauharnoi8' corps had been destroyed ; that Pla«> 
toff was following the rest iii the directions of Dou« 
chovochina and Smolenzk ; and that Ney was also 
flying for refuge to the latter place. The whole 
Russian corps to a man participated in the zeal of 
their General, and they marched eagerly on, hop- 
ing to intercept some of the enemy's columns before 
they could quit Smolenzk. 
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'The gnat todf of tte'RassiM forcei/iiow moW 
ng ID a ooncentnted form, under the coBniDand of 
00 eoDaQmmate a General as Koutousoff, awaken- 
ad an universal expectation in the country that the 
decisife stroke on the Invader and his army was 
•oon to fall. 

The light troops and parties under the Counts 
Ogorofeky, Ontennan-Tolstoy, and Orlofl-Denizoii^ 
were hourly destroying or taking prisoners the 
French detachments in their retreat from Smo* 
lenzk. 

BuoDaparti had arrived safe at Krasnoy, but be* 
ing now well aware that his pursuers were much 
neareor than be either wished or expected, heawait** 
ed with the greatest anxiety the coming up of Mar* 
dial DaToust. However, to provide against acci- 
dents, he made the best dispositions for his troops 
tfiBt ^e city and its environs would admit, taking 
•ome adv>aatageous stations iu the village of I>ch 
broe and on the Orcha road to secure his escape m 
a oa^e <^ extremity. 

On the 1 7th of November, JMiloradovitch ipask'* 
ed his advance vrith the village of Mertino and the 
uneven grounds in its neighbourhood, in order to aJk 
low the troops of Davoust (which were then pro* 
eeediuff towards Krasnoy) to pass bis line. This 
done, be would attack their rear, whilst their lefi[ 
flank should meet a similar greeting from theireorps) 
and second division of cuirassiers und^ General 
Prince Galitzen. At the same time, three strong 
divisions of iniimtry and artillery, with detacbmente 
from the corps of Ogorofiaky and fiorosdin, sup« 
ported by eight regiments of Cossacs and ehas^^ 
asurs, sbmld paaa through the viHages of Soukove^ ' 
anpd Sorokino, tovTards Dobroo, to cut off the fl^(hi 
of the enemy by t^at route. 
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Davoust, though always expecting antiO|faiiO(H^ 
moved forward without any idea that the eoefny 
menaced him with such a force. Unccmsciously hd 
passed through their deep, and to him invisible dd^ 
files near Meriino ; and, marching on with feelingi* 
almoHtof security, he had just gained the villoge^ 
of KoutoVo, about three wtersts from Krasaoy, 
^hen he was confounded by finding himself assail^ 
ed at once, in flank and rear, as if by an army ris»o 
en out of the earth. Fearing that he should be to- 
tally endircled, he halted to form and prepare for a> 
battle ; but the hot and heavy fire of the Russian 
musketry and guna pressed his people so close U[>* 
on each other, and the ground on which th^y stood 
wa^ so unfavourable, that in endeavouring to pr(H< 
duce order, and to force his men into some slutpe- 
of defence, he only redoubled their confusion., 
MOoradovitcfa gave them no time to recover from 
their first dismay, but ordering his men ^forward 
they preci|Mf)ated themselves upon thdr foes wiUi 
uplifterd sabres^ and the bristling points of couat*' 
lesd bayonets. These relentless w^eapons soon gave 
a f&ovement to the enemy, but it was to fiy* 

The Great N^oieauy from amidst faia guards^ 
witnessed the coiHtnencement of this terrific route ; 
but, not waiting to behold its issue, he turned his- 
hMse and fied at full gallop ivith his suite towards 
the towfi of Laidy. Thus did he abandon a difi« 
sion ^f his army, to whicb he had hitherto affixed 
so much consequence, and leave to the fiiry of an 
incensed enemy a Field-Marshal wlk)m he had al«- 
wbys afiected to r^^d with peculiar esteem. 

The complete destruction of the whole coipn of 
Davoust succeeded to the acclaim of victory Irom 
the Russian lines. Tbe cries of his deserted and 
dying soldfers nrast have followed the iiyjng ateps 
of Na|>oleoa, aa^ he vanished SKomlAm field; He 
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was deaf to the appeal, and was seeu no more. 
The wretched creatures, who escaped ihe swordB 
of their conquerors, 60UQ;ht hhelter in the nei<;h* 
bouriug woods which skirt the Dneiper, for an ex- 
tent of five wersts. There these desolate beings, 
wounded, starvinc^ and naked, laid them down uq* 
der the frozen thickets, and soon forgot the deser- 
tion of their leader and their own miseries in the 
sleep of death. 

It is impossible to pass over the shameful flight 
of Buonapartg from the field of Krasnoy, and to 
witness the apathy with which he abandoned this 
division in its extremity, without feeling some touch 
of the old-fashioned idea, that hereditary sovereigns 
have an inherent parental love for their people, 
which never can exist in the breast of a strange 
prince. It would be difficult to persuade ourselves 
that Henri Quatre could have fled from any field 
where he must leave his subjects to be butchered. 
But we need not go so far back for a proof of this 
kind affection ; Louis XVI. need never have re- 
turned from Varennes, would he have allowed liis 
friends to fire upon the suspicious persons who ap- 
proached his carriage — " Spare my people T he 
said, and his own death on the scaffold was the re- 
ward of bis tenderness ! 

If Napoleon did not act as become a sovereign, 
Davoust possessed so much more honour than his 
master, that he maintained his character of a Gene- 
ral to the last. He fouglit without receding a step, 
until the total destruction of his division, and the 
flight of the few who survived, drew him along with 
them into the woods. 

The detail of the French loss in the battle of 
Krasnoy was, two Generals, fifly-eight officers of 
different ranks, nine thousand one hundred and 
seventy soldiers, taken prisoners. The killed 
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tililoi?nted ia fbur thousand : and the remainder of 
the division^ flying in every direction, perished in 
the manner before described. The trophies of 
the victory Were seventy cannons, three standards, 
and the baton du Mar6chal of Davoust, with the 
whole of his baggage^ and no inconsiderable part 
of Napoleon's. 

By the defeat of this branch of the army, the 
corps of Ney was completely cut off. Indeed, the 
discomfited General had no means of apprising 
Ney of what had happened, that he might avoid a 
similar destruction. His division was to leave Smo- 
lenzk on the very day of this victory. And Prince 
Koutousoff being informed of his march, took in* 
stant measures, to mislead him, and to make his 
detachment follow the fate of his friend's. To sepa- 
rate him entirely from any communication with the 
main body of the French army, the Commander- 
in-chief dispatched a strong division to Milorado- 
vitch. These troops were posted near the villages 
close to the high road, and a rauge of batteries 
were constructed of forty pieces of cannon, com- 
manding the only access to Krasnoy by the high- 
way. Through it Ney's division must pass to reach 
the town, and by so doing it must inevitably Ifall in 
with the great body of the Russians which was post- 
ed close to Krasnoy. 

On the 19th the Cossacs in advance discovered 
the enemy, but from the thickness of the fog they 
could not calculate the number of his columns. ^ 
The same density of atmosphere prevented him dis- 
cerning the batteries that were prepared to destroy 
him. 

The French Marshal came rapidly forward, and 

seeing only small parties in his way, affirmed them 

to be only bodies of reconnoisance ; and vi^ed his 

men to haste to join the division of Davoust and 

36* 



Digitized by 



Google 



282 

their Emperor at Krasnoy ! Full of this expecta-- 
tion, he bad no idea but that Koutousoff was at a 
considerable distance from him, and he proceeded 
confidently forward till he arrived^ within half a caa- 
Bon shot of the Russian batteries, and there he was 
t>resented with a flag of truce and a summons to 
surrender. At this he laughed, still believing that 
the troops he now saw were at the best but a small 
detachment. ** Je saurai me faire jour r exclaimed 
he, andmshed to put into execution bis determina- 
tion. 

The answer to this reply was immediately made 
by the Russian guns, and then indeed was he con- 
vinced of his mistake. He saw his men at the dis- 
tance of two hundred paces from the canncms' 
mouths, fall iii whole ranks, but the instantaneous 
slaughter did not check the resolution either of the 
soldiers or theur commander. The surprise only 
seemed to elicit the full blaze of their courage, and 
they chained upon Ae batteries with the most furi- 
ous impetuosity. The carnage was dreadful : show- 
ers of grape mowed down hundreds, but still the 
vacuum was filled. A valour worthy of the noblest 
cause was exhibited by column after cokimn pres- 
sing towards the batteries, to glory or the grave. 
At this crisis they suddenly found their rear assault- 
ed, and were obliged to alter their position. A 
Russian division under the command of General 
Paskevitch, had issued from the villages and be* 
hind the high road (which had been the screen of 
the main army) and attacked the enemy's rear with 
the bayonet. At the same moment his r%ht was 
turned by the Hulans of the guards, and his left 
pushed by the grenadiers of the Pauvlolsky bat* 
talioBS. The French fought with intrqudity at eve- 
ry point, and kept «p a heavy fire of musketry and 
grape upon the heads of their assailants — but all 
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was in Yaia. They were sorroimded, thekr position 
was raked from side to side by the Rusisiaii guns, 
and Milondovitch aud his brave followers setting 
their lives at nought, unless they could reduce this 
division to the same state as its predecessor, pene- 
trated the ranks of the enemy with so resistless a 
ibrce that thdr order was destroyed. A ruinous 
confusion increased every moment, and the slaugh- 
ter redoubling in horrible heaps, a retreat was at- 
tempted by the bleeding remnant of the day. Or* 
der was impossible ; it was no longer a military body, 
but a concourse of individuals, the relics of regi- 
ments that strewed the ground, seeking a refuge 
frotti an ejrterminatitig sword ! The wretched sur« 
▼ivors followed the track in the snow yet left them 
by the fugitives of the preceding day, and fled 
into the woods. Ney crossed the Boristhenes, at 
the extremity of these thickets, leaving in the hands 
of his conquerors his colours, cannon and baggage. 

Gen^^l Korff pursued the fugitives wherever 
tiiey might be found, and, before many hours, none 
of these two divisions, that were not prisoners^ 
excepting th^ Marshals, lived to tell the story of 
their disasters. 

Scarcely had the shores of the Dneiper witness- 
ed the completion of this second victory, when 
ano^Msr body of the French appeared in sight. It 
^onfiisted of the last columns of the rear-guard, 
amounting to something more than eleven thousand 
men. Tb^ too, were ignorant of the late defeats 
of their countrymen, and ware pressing forward in 
the same direction, when a battery of twenty pie- 
des opened upon them imd checked dieir speed, 
A few minutes allerwwds their rear was chatged 
by three thousand Russian cavahry, and every de- 
monstration being made to convince them of their 
disability to resist their Commander yidded to ne* 
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cesstty, and dispatched a flag of truce to General 
MiloradoTitch to ask for quarter. It was instantly 
granted, and the whole of the French division sut* 
rendered and laid down their arms before the Rus<» 
sian troops. Eleven thousand men were made pri-i^ 
soners, and one hundred officers ; five thousand, 
Avith four Generals, were left dead in the field, 
^'ot a single dragoon was with these columns, con* 
sequently they had no means of reconnoitering, and 
were more than usually at the mercy of their ene* 
mies. Fifty pieces of cannon, the military chest, 
and all the ba^age, (which contained much of the 
plunder from Aioscow) fell into the hands of Milo- 
. radovitch. The loss sustained by the Russians dur-f 
ing these two brilliant da^s, was not more than five 
hundred men. 

The French had abandoned Smolenzk on the 
night of the 16th, and on the morning of the 17tb 
of November. Its ashes were still throwing forth 
mingled columns of flame and smoke, when Pla- 
toff approached it. He left within it a raiment 
of chasseurs, and a party of Gossacs, and then 
proceeded on the right of the Dneiper to take ven* 
geance on the enemy who retreated along its banks. 
The brave Hetman was accompanied by fifteen r^- 
ments of Gossacs, and an adequate proportion of 
the hors^-artillery of the Don. He set forward to- 
wards Katane in the way to Doubrovna. General 
Orloff-Denizoff, with his two Gossac Foments, two 
light guns, and eight squadrons of dragoons were 
detached in his front. 

Previous to Platoff's reaching Smolenzk, at about 
seventeen wersts from the town, and on the 15th of 
of the month, he fell in with twelve pieces of can- 
non, and a train of carriages stretching to an in- 
credible length, which had been abandoned by the 
French army in its progress to its promUed dqwi 
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ef plenty. On examining the waggons they ivere 
found laden with spoil and plunixer; with the 
moveable properties of towns and villages ^ but no 
food either for man or beast. The poor animals 
which had been destined to drag these useless loads 
were dead in their traces ; and mingled with them, 
under every shape of past agony, lay hundreds of 
human bodies. Some had dropped, from excess of 
fatigue ; others showed by the gaping marks in 
their flesh, that while vainly attemptihg to remove 
from the hour of contest they had died victims to 
previous wounds. Many had sunk down from 
their seats on the top of the carriages, stiffened into 
death even before they were conscious of its ap- 
proach. Wherever Platoff turned his eyes he saw 
nothing but images of mortality. The ground was 
covered with the enemies of his country, but they 
no longer lived : it seemed like a scene of enchant- 
ment : and he marched by the insensible army as 
he would have passed a legion of marble statues 
which some mighty wind had levelled with the 
dust. 

Buonaparte had defied the victorious arm of Rus- 
sia ; though beaten from Borodino, and forced 
from the capital of the Tzars, he was still dominant 
in pride, he was still teeming vnth false ireports, 
till a mightier arm than that of all the potentates 
upon earth assailed him. When the winter of the 
North, and the thunder of its storms rolled on him 
from every quarter ; when its tempests of sleet hiss- 
ed on him over the trackless desert ; then it was 
that this Dictator of the world acknowledged to 
himself that he was not omnipotent ; then it was 
that he first spoke the truth. It is not necessary 
to expatiate here upon the general falsity of his buK 
letins, whenever a true narrative might check the 
oracle of ** Csesar and his fortunes !'' The pen of a 
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gallant British officer, Mrho is also a distingaidied 
military writer/ has put this fact beyond a douht 
The accumulating disasters of the French army, 
the despair that darkened its onward path, and the 
horrors which appeared in its rear, all convinced 
Napoleon that he could no longer hope to deceive 
tiie nations. The dreadful truth must eventaally 
contradict such an attempt ; aud, therefore, from 
policy he took up an honest pen. On the 1 1th of 
November, in his twenty^eighth bulletin, he cooi- 
mences his confessions. But they were not made 
from a free heart, confident in its motives, and there- 
fore fearless of events. He garbles and qualifies ; 
in short, he gives you a sketch of events through a 
dimmed glass, and though you may catch an nlea 
of the outline, you myst look for the particulars in 
some clearer medium. 

* Sir Robert Wiboo. 



Whilst the grand army of the Russian Empire, 
so successfully drove before it the main body of th6 
French and its ambitious leader, Cknint Vigtenstein 
pursued the advantages he had gained by the ftil 
of Poiotzk and the defeat of St Cyr. Soon a|ler 
the flight of that General, Vigtenstein was informed 
by Count Steingel, that In following up his victo- 
ries over the enemy, his parties of reconnoisance 
had brought him information of large bodies of Ba- 
varians who were advancing ; and that they came 
on with such manifest supericHity in numbers, it 
vas prudent for him to j&tU back towards Diasna. 
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On this intelligence being receired, Count Vigten* 
stein ordered General Sassonoff, with twelve thou- 
sand men, to p/oceed with all expedition along the 
tight bank of the Dwina, to cross the river at Diss- 
na, and to unite himself without loss of time to the 
division under SteingeK The junction being effect- 
edy he was to proceed immediately with that Gene- 
ral to attack the the enemy at Ouschatch. 

The command and the execution seemed the act 
but of one moment ; for early in the morning of the 
24th of October, this gallant body presented itself 
before the enemy in the envircms of that village. 

His cavalry showed themselves in great force, 
and a considerable party of infantry came out to 
form and oppose the Russians ; but the Count's ad- 
ditional troops made him so superior in every re- 
spect to his opponents that they were soon forced to 
quit the field, leaving three hundred men killed, 
and one hundred taken prisoners. Their precipi- 
tation was so great, that they passed a convoy of 
their own not hr distant from the scene of their 
defeat, and had the mortification of seeing it seiz^ 
ed by their pursuers without any resistance. It 
consisted of forty ws^gons, with a considerable 
escort By this last prize twenty-two regimental 
standards, a great quantity of stores, a commissary- 
general, seven officers and one hundred soldiers fell 
into the hands of the victors. 

By these successes, minor in appearance, but of 
magnitude in Iheir effects, the Bavarians were to- 
tally cut off firom the corps of Gouvion St. Cyr. 
That General was then on his march upon Lepel, 
to unite the shattered remains of his divisions to a 
corps under the comand of Marshal Victor who had 
arrived in that neighbourhood. 

Count Vigtf^^ein having passed the Dwina at 
Polotzk, was 4mw in full pursuit of the enemy in 
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the direction of Lepel. The roads over which hm 
conquering troops urged forward their glorious 
chase, presented an epitome of thdse leading from 
Moscow. Dead bodies of men and horses, and 
abandoned cannon and carriages, every where 
strewed the way. During his advance towards 
Tchasniici he took ninety waggons of ammunition^ 
nine guns, and made eight hundred stragglers pri-* 
soners. 

On the 29th of October he arrived with his whole 
force in the neighbourhood of Tchasniki, having 
ordered Major-General Vlastoff to remain with a 
formidable detachment in the defiles between Drou* 
ja and Bretzlau, to watch the corps of Macdonald, 
and to maintain the communication with the troops 
of General Lewis, which had already moved from 
Riga along the left bank of the Dwiaa with such 
brilliant success. 

By these manceuvres, having secured the attention 
of the enemy to that part of the country, the brave 
Vigtenstein found himself at liberty, without any 
apprehensions fur what he left behind, to follow up 
his present object, which was to prevent Victor's 
joining the main army under Buonaparte. While 
he thus aimed to divide the Marshal from his leader, 
he hoped at the same time to form his own junction 
with Admiral Tchitcbagoff who could not then be 
far from Minsk. 

General Le Grand, who had taken the command 
of the French after St. Cyr received his wound at 
Polotzk, reached Lepel ; and, on the SOth of Octo- 
ber, had the good fortune to join Victor, whose 
corps, consisting of fifteen thousand men, were 
posted upon the Oula, close to the town of Tchas- 
niki. The Russians halted not far from his line ; 
and Count Vigtenstein determined to dislodge him 
from his position, that he might rid the town of such 
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hostile neightkmrSf and acquire for himself the free 
pouession of the advantageous country on its right 
and left^ where he could securely reooiain until he 
were fully apprised of the movements of Koutou* 
8off and of the army of the Danube* 

According to these plans, eariy in the morning 
of the 31st the Russian Commander put his army 
in motion. The enemy on perceiving this^ hasten- 
ed to form, but after a very slight ^air, between 
his troops and the covering cavalry and light artil« 
lery of the Russians, he retired across the river 
Loukomnia. With that in his front, he attempted to 
make a stand,-but Yigtenstdn poured such a shower 
of balls upon him from his artillery, and infantry, that, 
after sustaining a considerable loss, he put himself 
in motion again, and fell back behind another river. 
The Russians followed him close, galling him with 
the fire fi^m their guns, and so harassing his move- 
ments with their cavalry and musketry, that at 
length, after three hours exposing himself to their 
destructive operations, he retired as fast as the 
wishes of his adversaries would have had him, to 
Senno. This retreat left the whole of the country 
open to the Count, and he had purchased so great 
an advantage at a comparatively small price, for he 
did not lose more during the whole afiair than four 
hundred in killed and wounded. The enemy left 
nine hundred dead on the field, besides havin|^ 
eight hundred men and twelve officers taken pn- 
soners. 

Yigtenstein now fixed his head-quarters at Tchas- 
oiki, and stationed his principal force in the vil- 
lage and neighbourhood of Smolnva, a place about 
three wersts distant from Tchasniki. He likewise 
detached a body of troops under the command of 
General La Harpe, vrith orders to divide them- 
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selves on their reachii^ Beshenkovich, and pro- 
ceed OD both sides of the Dwina to Vitepsk. 

These orders were executed with alacrity : and 
on the 7th of Novembo*, General La Harpe's ad- 
vanced gaard appeared before the city. At so un^* 
expected a sight the enemy set fire to the luridge, 
And opened two pieces of cannon,, which had been 
planted on an adjaieent height, upon their approach- 
ing adversaries. Botii these attempts to impede 
their progr^ failed. The Russians attacked the 
enemy even in the act of destroying the bridge, ex- 
tinguished tlie flames, and, i» spite of the rapid 
fire from the two guns and the French musketry, 
drove him back into the town. In the same in^ 
stantthe restofLaHarpe's forces coinic^up, they 
joined the battle, and the enemy no longer making 
opposition fled preci]^itately through the suburb^ 
to the Smolenzk road. While one part of the 
victors pursued the defeated for nearly twenty 
wersts, making an immense havoe, and returning 
with a considerable number of prisoners, the other 
took possession of the town. La Harpe had the satis- 
fection of finding there the French General ProHJ6/ 
who was the Governor, and the Conmiandant Co-^ 
lonel Schvarde, with ten officers, and near four 
hundred soldiers. These were all made prisoners, 
and with them was taken a quantity of (H^ovisions, 
wine, forage, and ammunition, and the two gnns 
which had in vain sought to command the bric^. 

The joy of ihe people on their liberation from 
tihe French yoke, and at the presence of their coun- 
trymen, is not to be described. At once it turned 
the scene of war into that of festival, and ^' long 
live the Emperor Alexander !" resonnded from eve-- 
ry quarter. While the citizens rejoiced in thdr 
freedom, the brave soldiers of Vij^tenstein were 
greeted in their turn with the most inspiriting tid* 
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ii^ for it was al Vitepsk that they received fiill 'm- 
&Hrmatioii of the French graod army having evacu^^ 
ated Moscow, and that many of its cdunms paved 
the road to Smolenzk, where at last its discomfited 
leilder had arrived. This news, and the near pros- 
pect of meeting the retkring foe, fiHed the Gonnt 
and his brave followers with the most triumphaiit 
ardour. The impatience of the men could hardljl" 
he controlled, and the officers entreated for the 
moment of command whien tbej should be ordered 
to rush (mward, to assist in avenging the wrongs 
of the Empire upon the most obdurate and mur* 
derous enemy that ever broke the peace of nations, 
and steeped the race of man in blood. 

Victor felt too severe a mortification at the de^ 
feat his division had sustained before Tchasniki, 
niot to make some effort to displace the tarnish on 
his fome. Ife received a reinfwcement of about 
three thousand men ; and liaving called around him 
his detached parties from all quarters, determined 
in his turn to dislodge Vigtenstein from his positioQi 
on die Oula. He was assisted in his pkms to carry 
forward this resolution, by the counsel of Oudinot, 
who had once more taken the command of the re- 
mains of his division. Theae colleagues quitted 
Senno in good order and on tlie 14th moired upon 
Smolnya. In their approach ihef (eU in with the 
Russian advance, who acc^yding to orders, in case 
of an attack, were to faK back upon the main 
body, which was posted in the resar of Sraolnya. 
The centra of the main body was protected by a 
battery of twenty pieces Jo( cannon planted on a 
height, and seveial others covered the flanks, near 
which the reserves of cavalry were stationed. ^ 

Yigtenstein's: information of the enemy^s designs 
was so excdlenty and his measures tit counteract 
th»s so prompt, that in all these cases it seeaied 
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give faim such early aod perfect iateUigence, that 
all was prepared on the iqstaiit toj^dei every 
scheme abortive. 

The advanced gqard retreated according to the 
CMEimands they hatd recmved, and the enemy, &id- 
mg himself not owosed, followed with trinrnphaot 
hopes, until the Rnssian retiring forces pMsing 
from before him he found himself all i^t once in front 
of Vigtenstein's centre. The surprise did not dis* 
concert him, but urging jm men forward to redeem 
the losses of former confltcto in the one before them» 
his whole body fell with fury upon the Russian 
line. The village of Smolnya was his immediate 
object He fought with the energy of a man .de- 
termined at all hazards to recover the glory of an 
invincible name ; and, in spite of the heavy dis- 
chaises fcom the Russian guns, the place was ta* 
ken. For a moment it was in his hands ! but in 
the succeeding one the Russians forced his soldiers 
back upon their steps. Still be would not he re- 
pulsed ; and with a wonderful vsdpur on both sides, 
$molnya was taken and re-takep six different times 
at the point of the bayonet. The streets were 
blocked up vrith the dead, and the ground so slip- 
pery from the blood, that the combatants could 
haraly have kept their feet had they not been al- 
most grappled tc^;ether in the resolute contest 

While this was going forward at the centre, the 
Russian wini(s were formidably threatened by seve- 
ral heavy columns of French infimtry, which were 
wdl supported with artillery, and were bearing 
down with a very determined front They were per* 
mitted to approach, without molestation, to within 
a few paces of tbe Russian flanks ; but when ar- 
rived at that point the guns and tiratUenrs of their 
antagonists poured t^ them cessrseless ahovpers of 
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ball and grape, imd soon levelled nost of their too^ 
jconfident ranks irith the snow. 

In Tain mas the attempt reoewed. Victor exert- 
ed all his powers, he collected his broken columns, 
be brought them in one strong body again to the 
assault, but agam the Russian guqs and the Rus- 
sian bayonet harrowed up bis lines ; and the disr 
appointed Marshal found himself compelled to leave 
the field while he had yet the semblance of an ar- 
my to take from it; and with the deepest morti6ca- 
tion he drew off at the close of the day along the 
right bank of the Oula. He retired in this direc'- 
tion with the hope of getting round the right flank 
of bis victorious enemy ; but here again he was 
disappointed, by an unexpected rencontre with 
General Fock, who commanded the Russian re- 
serve. The darkness of the night put a stop to all 
bostilites ; and so completely were his hopes an<^ 
nihilated, that with the morning's dawn he com- 
menced a decided .retreat, retracing the greater 
part of his steps, and then proceeding to Tcbemer- 
mno, where he halted, on the two roads which lead 
to Senno and to Tcheria. 

The Russians sustained a loss, in this day's con- 
test between Vigt^nstein and Victor, of eighteen 
officers killed and wounded, and one thousand men; 
but they made eight hundred prisoners in the field, 
and six hundred more were taken by the cavalry in 
purauing the enemy next day. The French left fif- 
teen hundred dead upon the disputed ground. 

General Ylastoff drove their cavalry from Vidzy, 
and spreading his troops ^rom thence to the town 
of Glouboko, made many prisonera, and took seve- 
ral pieces of cannon ; and by this movement united 
bis line of operation with that of Vigtenstein. 

On the 18th of November Colonel Tchernicheff 
gained Count Vigtenstein's heiad-quarters. He had 
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been dispatched by Admhraf Tdatchngoff sft Ife 
head of a regimrat of Coaaacs, to dtaooTer bow far 
the army of Vigtenstein had advanced, and to give 
that general iaforaiatioo of the Adminai'a approach 
to Minsk* 

Muck intrepidity and military skill were rei|«kv 
ed to eicecote this arduous Gommitskm. The brave 
Tchemicheff had to make his way through many 
detachments of the enemy^ some advancing and 
others retiring, before he could reach bin destined 
point. But he undertook the task with eage r n e w » 
and performed it with a judgment proportioned to 
his zeal. His sword was frequently dyed in blood 
iluring his perilous march, and his helmetas often 
crowned with victory. Several rivere interposed 
themselves ia his path ; and notwithrtanding the 
severity of the season, their rapid course prevented 
their being frozen. These were no obstacles to 
liim ; be and his heroes breasted the ioclaaient 
stream, and passed it a la mage. It was not enough 
that he marched towards the object id his cojoi^ 
mander 8 ord«s, he gathered glwy in his path, and 
his eye guided by his ardour, seemed to see on 
every side of him. He overtook, and seiud or de- 
stroyedv whole convoys ; making their escorts his 
prisoners, or giving them to the dust, which had 
so deeply been saturated with the blood of his 
countrymen. To recount the various particulars 
of the inarch of this true hero might appear a ro- 
mantic relation, a tale more suited to the hyperbole 
of fiction than to the sober record of £u:ts* Sut 
all who are personally intimate with Count Tcfaerni^ 
chefl^ with the comprehensive powers of his mind^- 
which grasps in one sublime view the past, the pre* 
sent, and the future ; which sees the fate which 
hangs on the decision of a moment and has the 
courage to cast his life upon the point that cleaves 
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tile links ; all wbo are acquainted ^itb the inTinci* 
bl& valour of his heart, and the almost supernatural 
power with .which his spirit seems^ to mmgle with 
the minds of bis men, and to stimulate &em txr. 
the most heroic daring ; none who thus knew Count 
Tchemicheff, can deem any thing marvellous which 
tells of his bravery, and the prowess of his troops^ 
Amongst his numerous services in this expedition, 
one of the most dear to his country is,^ that to his 
vigilance the gallant General fiaron Vinzingorode 
owes his life and liberty ; and also, that the Rus- 
sian empire is indebted to the same resolution for 
the return of another of its most invaluable offi- 
cers.* 

From Comit TehemicbelBr,. General Vigtensteiff 
received the full particulars of the ruined state of 
the French grand army, and of the actual flight of 
the Saxon ^^ Austrian troops. A few days after 
the arrival of this animating report, all was sub* 
stantiated by Yigtenstein finding himself in direct, 
communication with Platoff and the main army. 
The General-aidenle-camp Golenischefi* Kontou- 
soff, arrived at the city of Babinovitchi on the 22d, 
mid was the agent of this decisive communication. 
The conduct of himself and bis troops, during his 
march, reflected honour on his illustrious name ; 
and thus through a career of military achievevnents, 
he arrived at the point which was to complete the 
cordon of Russian forces around the retreating di- 
visions of Napoleon Buonapartg. 
' Victor and Ondinot finding that their Great: 
Leader was not merely in retrcnat bat in flisrht, from* 
the realms of the Russian Emperor, deemed it > 
proper to follow his example. But they did not» 
desert their troops ; they marched at their bead,^ 

* See Noit. 
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sharing alike the twih of defeat with fhe triiuqAiK 
of victory, and commenced their evaduation of the 
invaded ground on the 82d of November. They 
moved in the direction of Tontchino, with the hope 
of fidling in with the fugitive divisions from the in* 
terior, and Dombrofisky's corps from Mohiloffl 
Vigtenstein observed all their motions, and his ad- 
vanced guard followed them. 



The army of Admiral Tcbitchagoff had been on 
its march towards Minsk, irorfi the 27th of Octo- 
ber, leaving as has beicM'e been stated, a strong 
corps under Oeneral Saken in the neighbourhood 
of Brest-Lit^^ky. Major-6§neral Liders was on 
his way from Voline ; and Oeneral Heriel from 
Mazir to the same place of rendezvous* 

During these movements the advanced-guard of 
the army was commanded by Ck>unt de l^eunbert 
While on his route he fell in with a psurty of Dom* 
brofsky's division at Novossverjene, pursued it ta 
Kaydanovo, attacked it there, and compelled it to 
surrender. In this aflair he took two pair of co- 
lours, two pieces of cannon-, sixty-three officers^ 
and four thousand soldiers. 

After this success of their advanced-guard, the 
army of the Danube proceeded without impedi- 
ment to Minsk, which place they took possession 
of on the 1 6th of November. Admiral Tchitchar 
goff found it rich iu well-stored magazines of vari^ 
ous stores, also much baggage, which had latdy ar- 
rived in advance from the French at Moscow ; and 
a number of fugitives whom he took prisoners. 
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No soonerwas the admiral in full occupatioQ of 
Minsk^ thefD he ordered the gallant De Lambert^ 
(^hose corps he greatly strengthened,) to proceed 
with all expedition to Borrisoff, where he would 
Ml in upon Donibrofsky. That Polish General 
lay there in much force, having augmented his 
numbers by every means in his power, and covered 
his position with a Me du pant. 

On the 21st the Russian troops came upon the 
out parties of the enemy, drove them to the shelter 
of their works, and, scarcely waiting for an order 
from their commander, the neroes of the Danube 
rushed upon the French and Poles, carried all be- 
fore them, and precipitated the enemy with a terHk 
ble slaughter across the bridge. Soi)fie fell over the 
parapets, and were drowned, and those which es- 
caped the river and the sword, fled with the most 
headlong haste towards Orcha. Thirty-eight offi- 
cers, and four thousand soldiers, with eight cannon, 
and two pair of colours, were taken by the victors 
in this contest. Borrisoff, falling of course into 
liieir hands, numerous strong detachments of the 
army spread themselves along the left shore of the 
Berezina, even to beyond Zembino, to seize all the 
passes, -and to destroy every bridge by which Buo- 
naparte and his legions might fecilitate their es- 
cape. 

During the eight last days, previous to the brave 
Tchitchagoflrs possession of Borrisoff, he had 
made upwards of fourteen thounand prisoners, in- 
cludiug the sick and the wounded whom he found 
in Minsk. 

Thus the three Russian armies, for so they majr 
be named, were drawn almost to a circle, around 
the half-animated remains of their once merciless, 
but now flying enemy. 

38* 
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Buoaaparte having dragged bis famishing troop» 
beyond Smolenzk, and still pushing them on witK 
as much rapidity as they were capable of, imagined 
that he had passed the worst. He now cheered 
them who had strength to listen to promises, with 
the hope of coming up with the corps of Victor, 
Oudinot, and Dombrofsky. He flattered himself 
that the junction would yet put him at the head of 
forty thousand soldiers ! Such would then be the 
grand army of France ! Once an usurper, the 
mighty Augustus of Rome, demanded with grief 
and indignation of his discomfited General, '* Give 
me my legions !" What would Napoleon answer, 
if France were to demand of her Augustus, " Give 
me the four hundred thousand soldiers you carried 
from my frontiers !" 

On leaving Smolenzk, forty-three thousand men 
were his whole anticipated host ! 

He counted on these three divisions of the be- 
fore mentioned Marshals, as if already in his lines, 
and with eager calculation he enumerated the ad- 
vantages of the country to which he was proceed* 
ing, where he must meet the vast magazines he had 
Offered to be prepared ; and the fidelity of a whole 
people, who had once been under the jurisdiction 
of Russia, but were now devoted to France ii^ him. 
Full of these anticipations he reached Orcha, and 
there he found they all were vain. A thousand 
voices opened at once to tell him that Minsk and 
all its magazines were in the hands of Admiral 
Tcbitcbagoff. Desperation makes men bold ; this 
report was quickly accompanied with accusations 
in the shape of information, saying, that the Rus- 
sians had spread themselves in formidable bodies 
along the shores of the Berezina river ; that the 
French Generals had been beaten, and the Polish 
General Dombrofskv defeated with a terrible loss. 



Digitized by 



Google 



299 

<3dling as waei such iotelligeDce, and much as 
^Napoleon might wish to discredit its truth, he found 
it impossible for the sad proofs of the universal de- 
struction of his armies were every day brought into 
the town. Flying troops, or solitary fugitives, were 
constantly pouring in fox food and protection ; and 
wherever he moved he beheld spectacles of defeat 
and misery ; he heard the murmurs of wretched- 
ness and the groans of despair. No parasite would 
venture to contradict to his master the evidence of 
bis own eyes ; and that master would no longer 
flatter himself into a disbelief that the Generals of 
Russia now held his fate in their hands. He learnt 
that Vigtenstein had bean powerfully reinforced by 
Steingel, and was then in actual communication 
with Tchitchagoff, making all their movements in 
GOQcert. 

This formidable junction ia his path presented 
to the mind of Napoleon fresh scenes of defeat and 
disgrace ; and he was well assured that the speed 
of his pursuers would not allow him a moments 
repose in his rear. The situation in which he found 
himseflf was indeed new to him : he saw before 
him nothing but death or captivity ; and yet he 
trusted to his fortunate star ! 

Delay was accompanied with dauber, and he de- 
termined to advance at any rate. To this end he . 
collected his troops, and making some necessary 
preparations for what, he must be conscious, must 
be the last struggle of his army in his defence, be 
quitted Orcha, and gave orders that the passage of 
the river should be disputed at any sacrifice. Whajt 
his own opinion was of the instruments he was 
using to cut his way out of the toil in which he 
jbad entangled himself, we have in his own words : 
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'' This army so complete on the 6tfa, became very 
different after the 14th ; nearly destitute of cairal* 
ry, of artillery, and of transport-carriages. With* 
out cavalry it was impossible for us to r^amnoiter^ 
beyond the distance of a quarter of a league ; while 
without artillery we could not risk a battle, and 
firmly remain in expectation of the enemy. It was 
indispensible for us to occupy a certain space of 
ground to avoid being turned, and diat without 
cavalry to unite the columns and advance for the 
purpose of observation. This difficulty, joined to 
the suddenness of the intense cold, rendered onr 
situation extremely vexatious. Those feebly-coD* 
structed men, to whom nature had denied the pow* 
er of rising above the chances of place and fortune, 
appeared shaken, lost their gaiety and good hu- 
mour, and brooded solely over present sufferings 
and future calamity ; but such as she had creat- 
ed superior to every accident, preserved their spir- 
its and their ordinary temper, and saw in every new 
obstacle but additional glory.'* 

Those whom ** nature had created superior to 
every accident," and had enabled ^' to preserve their 
ordinary temper," and even their lives, under aH 
the attacks of a northern virinter, without shelter 
or raiment, and accompanied with every ^ calami* 
ij"* (not in prospect but in reality) of war, disease^ 
and famine ; those that were thus tempered were 
indeed very few : while the many who despaired 
and perished, were surely worthy of some pity 
from the man in whose cause they died. 

It is said that fear lends wings. The flight of 
Buonapart6 proves that those he borrowed were of 
the swiftest pinion ; for on leaving Orcha he fourid 
he had so outstripped his pursuers that he might 
pass the river wRhout a sacrifice. The great mass 
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af ibeRusnan array from Krasooy having fo make 
a Bhort halt to give time for the arrival of their pro- 
TifiioBS, Vfhich (be rapidity of their late movements 
liad left considerably m their rear, Buonapartg us- 
ed diis moment of breathing to the best advantage. 
He had been joined by some of his fugitive Gen^ 
rals, whom he now thus disposed of. Donibrof-* 
sky he dispatehed to the left of Borrisoff* ; and Vic- 
tor and Oudinot to his right, to oppose Vigtenstein ; 
whilst he, with the rest of the army, would ap- 
{MToach the shores of the Berezina. 

Having made these dispositions, on the 20th of 
November he evacuated Orcha, and took the Bor- 
risoff road through Kockanova, leaving many strag- 
g^mg psuties behind* who had not come up with 
his late head-quarters before he quitted them. And 
fi>rtunate it was lor him that he had been so prompt 
in executing his resolution to leave Orcha, for not 
long afterwards it was entered by Ogerofsky and 
his Cossacs. 

That officer, and his brave coadjutor, General 
Borosdin, had been indefatigable in following up 
the rear-guard of Ihe enemy, and near Doubrovna 
they fell in with a considerable body, killed more 
than one thousand, and took four cannon, a quan- 
tity of ba^age, and upwards of six hundred pri- 
soners. The rest fled, and the Russians continue 
ed to pursue the fugitives till they led them to the 

SLtes of Orcha. Th^ entered within them, and 
and the town just as it had been evacuated by 
Bnonapart6. Twenty-six cannon fell into their 
hands with some prisoners, and an immense num- 
ber of sick and wounded. 

Ogen^ky proceeded in the great pursuit by mov- 
ing on his left towards Gorki, in the direction of 
Mohiloff; which road was covered with thousands 
of the flying enemy. 
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Count PlatoflTmaintaiued his victorious career od 
the right shore of the Dneiper, where he continu* 
ed to destroy hundreds of the discomfited corps 
^hich had fled from the defeat at Krasnoy. His 
chasseurs took upwards of three thousand of these 
wen pri?^oners, and happy were many of them so 
to be rescued from famine and constant exposure 
to the elements. 

While thus employed, the brave Hetman receiv* 
ed intelligence that Marshal Ney, with apart of bis 
shattered division, had been seen near the woods at 
the village of Goussinovo, where he was collecting 
stragglers, to form a tolerably effective force to 
move towards Orcha. Platoff determined that i£ 
he could prevent it, neither Marshal nor soldier 
should ever see that place, and he ordered masked-* 
batteries to be instantly constructed in the road Ney 
must pass, while, covering his Cossacs and other 
troops with the woods, he stood to overwhelm the 
unsuspecting enemy. In the moment of their full 
entrance into this well concerted ambuscade, a 
dreadful fire of grape was opened upon them, and 
the exbadsted troops finding death surround them, 
with one accord dispersed and fied into the woods. 
There the Oossacs met them, and slew about two 
thousand. Eight hundred were taken prisoners by 
the other troops. 

Marshal Ney, with a few of his followers, was 
so fortunate as to escape the search of his conque- 
rors. But he passed the whole of the wretched 
night in the snows of the forest. He did not sleep, 
for sleep in such a situation, under these malignant 
skies, would have been death. He wandered about 
with die dread at every step of rousing his hun- 
ters from their rest. A tiger from its lair, would 
have been more tolerable to him : and, with the 
morning's light he pursued his ffighi passing 
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through abandoned Orcha with the speed of despe-^ 
ration. 

A short time before this event, the Cossac Chief 
had been reinforced from the main army with fifteen 
battalions of infantry, two regiments of cavalry, 
and two companies of artillery. This formidable 
aid joined him under the command of Major>Gene- 
ral £rmoUoflr, who crossed the Dneiper near Ras* 
sasna. 

The advanced-guard under Miloradovitch, pass- 
ed the Boristhenes at Koscis on the 23d, in order 
to follow up Platoff and his colleague, who were 
rapidly approaching the army of Vigtenstein by the 
way of lV>ulchino. 

A little before this period the main army had re- 
ceived it provisions, and, having issued them 
amongst its divisions, it moved onward. On the 
19th the head-quarters were at Dobrae ; on the 20th 
at Romanova ; the 21st at Laniki, where it halted. 
On the 23d it reached Garranu. It then passed 
through the village of Morosovo, and gained Kopis 
on the 25th, where it cr<9Ssed the river, directing 
its march by Staroselia to the city of Zezerinya. 
From this place the Field-Marshal proposed mov- 
ing, according to circumstances, upon Bober, or 
tbe Berezina. 

Every observation on the enemy now convinced 
Koutousoff that he intended to force a passage 
somewhere between Borrisoff and Vassilevo. To 
prevent this, the main army moved on towards Ou- 
chival, whilst a strong detachment proceeded to 
Barressino and took possession of that town. 

The corps under the General-aide-de-camp Kou- 
tousoff, which had long acted on the extreme right 
of PlatojSr, marked its advance with a success equal 
to that of the Cossa(^. During its various engage- 
ments with the enemy it took upwards of six thou- 
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eighty other officers, and killed more than equal 
the number. 

At Babonavitcb, this gallant officer, so worthy 
of the illustrious name he shared, came up with 
the light troops of Count Vigtenstein. This juoc^ 
tion was the prime object of his march, and when 
he arrived, he was to put himself under the orders 
of the Count Vigtenstein was too well aware of 
his value, to allow him to remain a day without an 
employment adequate to his high military abilities. 
He therefore dispatched him instantly to his right 
flank, to cover it from any attack the enemy might 
make ; and that one might be meditated, was ewi* 
dent from certain dispositions made by a strong 
body of Bavarians under General Wrede, who were 
at that time in the neighbourhood of Dockchito. 
However the links which formed the circle of the 
Russian army might move themselves, still the 
chain was complete : however the shattered divi- 
sions of the French army might extend themselves 
in their flight, still they Were held within the ring 
of their enemies. There appeared not an avenue 
of escape. The French soldier seemed to have no- 
thing now to do, but to surrender or to die. 

To forcie Napoleon to one of these alternatives 
was now the object of the Russian General ; and 
before many days Count Vigtenstein, seconded by 
Platoff and the advanced guard of the main army, 
had the glory of striking a decisive blow towards 
his destruction, on the banks of the Berezina. The 
final stroke was left to the arms of the heroes of 
the Danube and their intrepid chief. 
* The corps of Oudinot and Victor took their ra- 
pid march towards Borrisofi. The wretched divi- 
sion of the latter was supposed to form a rear- 
guard of the once formidable grand army. General 
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Vigtenstein followed these troops through Tcherie 
to Holopolichi, while his advanced guard under 
General Vlastoff followed the general pursuit, and 
fell in with a part of the enemy at the village of Ba- 
toury. This rear division was commanded by Ge- 
neral Dentelne. Vlastoff attacked it without a 
halt,. overturned every opposition, and saw its dis- 
persed members fly before him in every direction. 
He pursued them for two days, during which time 
he made General Dentelne his prisoner, with forty 
officers and two thousand men. 

On finding the enemy retreat in such haste, and 
in such numbers. General Vigtenstein made a 
movement from the city of Holopolichi, to his right, 
towards the village of Barani, in order to cut off 
their escape by Lepel, and to enable himself to act 
upon Vesselovo and Stoudentzi. At these two 
places the fugitives had collected in great multi- 
tudes, and were then constructing bridges, over 
the Berezina, the old ones having been broken 
down to prevent their passage. At one of these 
points he could not doubt that Buonapart6 must 
be himself ; and aware that the half-frozen state 
of the river must render the erection of bridges a 
difficult task, he hoped to intercept the prime mo- 
ver OF THE wold's DISCORD at orie or other of 
these bridges. To this end he sent instant advice 
to Platoff, not to delay a moment, but to push for- 
ward with all expedition towards Borrisoff. Vig- 
tenstein accompanied these orders with his own 
movement from Barani to Kosstritzi. From thence, 
in the afternoon of the 26th, he came down upon 
Staroy- Borrisoff a short way from Stoudentzi. By 
the rapidity of this march, and its disposition, be 
completely cut off Marshal Victor from the point 
at which he aimed ; and totally destroyed the vari- 
ous parties of other fugitives that lined the way 
39* 
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to Stoudentzi. Not a moment was gWetr them to 
form. The Russian artillerj' at once opened their 
flaming mouths, and pouring grape and shot upon 
them they were drove from every quarter kito one 
concentrated mass of terror and of death. €!o- 
}umns of Russian infantfy spread themselves along 
the bank of the river, presenting an insurmounta-' 
ble barrier against them who would have attempt- 
ed to cross. Four hours did the torrent of de- 
struction, from cannon and from musketry, shower 
upon the heads of these devoted men, cooped up 
within a narrow circle, and almost unresisting. 
They could not fight, but they attempted to fly. 
No avenue coald be found ; and Count Vigtenstein, 
feeling for the distress of even so ruthless an ene- 
my, sent a flag of truce to their General, telling 
him that as no hopes of retreat were left he must 
histantly surrender, or see his whole division aban- 
doned to the rage of the Russian soldiers. For a 
few minutes hesitation seemed ready to precipitate 
thes^ devoted people to the horrible fate of merci- 
less extirpation ; but in the moment of their doubt,, 
and of the impatience of the indignant victors, the 
invincible chief of the Don and his followers made 
their appearance, and decided the council of war. 
They gave themselves up to the clemency of Vig- 
tenstein, laying down their arms, and, in the sur- 
render, put intp his hands tlie four Generals Bil- 
liard, De Letter, Kaniuse, and Blamont. In the 
conflict the Russians had taken thirty officers and 
one thousad men prisoners : but the capitulation, 
besides the Generals named above, augmented the 
list with the addition of five colonels, two hundred 
and thirty-nine officers, and seven thousand eight 
hundred soldiers. Three pieces of cannon, two stan- 
dards, and a vast quantity of baggage, were also 
taken ; but the trophy of the greatest consequence 
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was the seizure of two whole regiments of cavahry 
in excellent condition ; the one had arrived to Vic- 
tor frooi the Duchy of Berg^ and the other was com- 
jposed of fresh Saxons. 

Buonapartg not having lieen found in the one 
spot, no time was lost in seeking him at the other ; 
and immediately on the submission of the enemy 
under the Generals Billard, &c. Platoff was dis* 
patched by the way of Borrisoff to the opposite 
shore, to join Admiral Tcbitchagoff, and in con- 
junction with him to fall upon the grand fugitive, i{ 
he shcMild have been so fortunate as to have passed^ 
by any means, over the river* 

While the Hetman pursued his order, Count Vig- 
tensteiii proceeded to attack the other branch 
of the enemy, even in the act of crossing the 
Berezina. Two bridges had been completed, the 
one near Stubentzi, and the other near Vesselovo. 
Here, indeed, was Napoleon. The opposite shore 
was Zembino. The instant the work was passable 
the impatient Emperor of the French ordered over 
a sufficient number of his guards to render the way 
tolerably safe from immediate molestation ; and the- 
moment that was ascertained he followed with hid 
suite and principal Generals, a promiscuoui4 crowd 
of soldiers pressing after him. The bridge was 
hardly cleared of his weight and that of his choseii 
companions, when the rush of fugitives redoubled. 
No order could be kept with the hordes that pour- 
ed towards its passage for escape and life, for the 
Russians were in their rear ; the thunder of Vigten- 
fitein was rolling over their heads. No pen can 
describe the confusion and horror of the scenes 
which ensued. The French army had lost its rear- 
guard, and they found themselves at once exposed 
to all the operations of the vengeful enemy. On 
the right and on the left there was no escape ; can* 
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ROD, bayonets, and sabres, menaced tbem on eyeiy 
side ; certain death ^ as on their rear ; in their jfront 
alone was there any hope of safety ; and, frantic 
nvhh the desperate alternative, thousands upon 
thousands flew towards the Berezina, some pi ting- 
ing into the river, but most directing their steps to 
the newly constructed bridges, which seemed to 
offer them a passage from their enemies. Misery 
had long disorganized the French army, and in the 
present dismay no voice of order was heard ; the 
tumult was tremendous, was destructive of each 
other, as the despairing wretches pressed forward 
and struggled for precedence in tlie moment of es* 
cape. 

Vigtenstein stood in horror, viewing this chaos 
of human misery ; to close it at once in death or 
in capitulation was the wish of his brave heart : 
but the enemy was frantic ; nothing could be heard 
but the roar of cannon and the cries of despair. 
The wounded and the dying covered the surface of 
the ground ; the survivors rushed in wild fury upon 
their aflrigbted comrades on the bridges. They 
could not penetrate, but only press upon a crowd 
at the nearest extremity, for these passages were 
so filled with desperate fugitives that they crushed 
on each other to suffocation and to death. Trains of 
artillery, baggage, cavalry, and wagons of all kinds, 
being intermixed and driven pell-mell to one point, 
hundreds of human beings were trodden down» 
trampled on, torn and mashed to pieces. Oflicera 
and soldiers were mingled in one mass ; self-pre- 
servation was the only stimulus, and peeking that, 
many a despairing wretch precipitated his comrade 
to destruction, that he might find his place on the 
bridge. Thousands fell into the river, thousands 
threvv themselves into the hideous stream, hoping 
to save themselves by swimming, but in a few 
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mioutes they were jammed amidst thie blocks of ic> 
which rolled alon^ it8 flood, and either killed in 
the concussion or frozen to death by the extremity 
of the cold. The air resounded i^'ith the yells and 
shrieks (it was something more hoiTible than cries) 
.of the dying, wounded, and drowning; but they 
were only heard at intervals, for one continued 
roar seemed to fill the heavens, of the Russian ar- 
tillery pouring its floods of deathful retribution 
on the heads of the desolaters of its country. Wel- 
come indeed were the deaths it sent ; few were his 
pangs who fell by the ball or the sabre, compared 
with his torture who lay u)angled beneath the crowd- 
ing feet of his comrades, who expired amid the 
crashing horrors of a world of ice. But the des- 
pair of these fated wretches was not yet complete. 
The head which had planned all these evils might 
yet be amongst them : and the bridges, groaning be- 
neath the weight of their loads, were to be fired ! 
the deed was done ; and still crowd upon crowd 
continued to press each other forward choking up 
the passage amid bursting flames, scorched and 
frozen at the same instant, till at length the whole 
sunk with a death-like noise into the bosom of the . 
Berezina. 

This desperate expedient prevented Vigtenstein 
from immediately crossing to the other side to pur- 
sue those which had escaped ; but having so far 
done his part, he did not doubt but that the rest 
would be achieved by his coadjutors on the oppo- 
site shore. 

It is scarcely possible to calculate accurately the 
amount of the enemy that were lost on this dread- 
ful occasion ; certainly more than five thousand 
were killed, and nearly the same number drowned. 
Thirteen thousand prisoners, with many officers of 
every rank^ were taken, and sent by the Russian. 
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General into his rear. He also took fifteen pieces 
of cannon, and bac^age of every description filled 
^itb the pillage of Moscow, and the sacking of 
other Russian cities. The booty nearly covered 
the space of half a square mile, and so closely were 
the carriages which contained it wedged together 
that it was impossible for either a horse or a man to 
find a way through them. Several colours and ea- 
gles were taken amidst these spoils ; but the trophy 
which would have crowned all, and whose captivi- 
ty would have given the world peace, had escaped I 
and the brave followers of Vigtenstein looked to 
the army of the Danube to put the Troubier of ihe 
Earth into their hands. 

All this havoc could not be made on any people 
however paralyzed by terror, without some despe- 
rate resistance ; and accordingly during these three 
or four tremendous days the French did make some 
sl^ow of opposition, but in a desultory and unmili- 
tary manner. Not more than two tliousand men 
fell on the part of Count Vigtenstein. 

As soon as that General discovered that Buona- 
parte had crossed the Berezina, he dispatched the 
Geheral-aide-de-canip Koutousoff towards Lepel, 
charging him to pass the river there, and come 
down upon the flank of the enemy on the opposite 
side. Meanwhile, he ordered a detachment under 
Liedtenant-Colonel Tettenborne to move against 
the Bavarians at Dockschitzi. These commands 
were punctually obeyed. Tettenborne reached tb* 
Bavarian rear-guard, which he attacked and de« 
feated, making twenty-six officers prisoners, with 
one thousand men. "this success and the occupa- 
tion of Dockschitzi, completely separated Wrede's 
corps from the fugitive army, and cut off from that 
army all hope of strengthening its exhausted ranks 
with additional troops^ until it might reach the firon^ 
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tiers of Poland. Hope dared hardly rest upon the 
prospect, for those frontiers seemed now divided 
from them by a world of horrors, whose least ter- 
rible apparition was that of death ! 



During the conflagration of the bridges, and 
parsaed by the horrible shrieks of his deserted 
people perishing in the flames, Buonapart6 speed- 
ed on his flight till the wind no longer brought the 
sounds to his ear* Oudinot, and the Generals 
which were his companions, and the guards who 
yet afforded him protection, followed his steps into 
a deep wood on the left bank of the Berezina, near 
the village Tchatchovo, and leading to Brilovo. 
Here, in its closest recesses, he sought a temporary 
covert for his fears and his shame. The greater 
mass of fugitives, the thousand victims of his am- 
bition, who had desperately forced their way over 
tiie bridges before they were set on fire, having also 
gained the opposite shore, ran in crowds towards 
similar places of refuge, and hid themselves behind 
the thickets and under the trees which spread eve- 
ry where upon the margin of this river. 

But these hapless wretches did not pass to their 
shelter unobserved. Night alone prevented the 
parties of TchitchagofT from driving them back 
mto the water ; for, until its shadows covered them 
from their enemies, the Russian guns and musket- 
ry poured upon their heads, and strewed the line of 
their flight with the dead bodies of their compan- 
ions. 
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The next day (the 28th of November) the brave 
Admiral bore down upon the last array of the ene-* 
my. That any should be attempted after such 
countless defeats, and such complete destruction^ 
seemed as vain as surprising ; but Napoleon had 
one more point to gain, and the spectre of an army 
was therefore raised to stand between his last re- 
creant acts and the eyes of his pursuers. 

During the night the poor fugitives had been col- 
lected into the semblance of a force ; and what ar- 
tillery and baggage they had saved, being gathered 
into one point, they were told that if they hoped 
to reach the Polish frontiers they must exert them- 
selves like true soldiers, and make themselves a 
way to Wilna ; for the road by Minsk was too thick- 
ly covered by the enemy to allow of even an at- 
tempt The French Generals might exhort and is- 
sue their commands for some show of order ; but 
it was to a desperate multitude they spoke, no longer 
to a disciplined army ; and no attention was paid 
to their orders. 

In this terrible dilemma the enemy heard once 
more the Russian guns. The forces of Tchitcha- 
gofTwere impatient to give the final blow to their 
merciless adversaries ; and the fire of their mus- 
ketry kept time with the showers of balls which the 
artillery hurled on the falling ranks of tlie enemy. 
The French Generals were in despair : they were 
seen galloping to and fro, endeavouring to animate 
by their example, or force by their threats the ex- 
hausted courage of their soldiers. Ney rode 
amongst them, calling to the men who seemed to 
have the tnost power, to remember the days of their 
victories and glory. Mortier and Victor, and seve- 
ral others followed him with similar excitements, 
but all in vain ; the men were resolved and sul- 
len : they would fight man to man for their own 
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4i^s, butno more battles for the author of their 
miseries f 

OuditiDt bad been more successful in his exhor- 
'tatioBs ; but in the luomeut of his . bringing up an 
ill-assorted band of dismounted cavalry and infant- 
ty to oppose to a battalion pf Russians who were 
chargipg forward in great force, he received a shot 
m his side^ which placed him hors de combaty and 
ftfibrded his reluctant followers a good excuse to 
take him and themselves into the rear. 

liViiile this extraordinary and bloody scene was 
going forward^ the chief of all these horrors seized 
the opportunity, and, screened by the tumult of 
;the sT$iu^ter (for it was no more a conflict) moved 
off with his chosen few towards Pletchinichou ! 

'Haji^ing again had the good fortune to escape the 
^nns apd the hands of bis enemies, he set at nought 
all lives but his own, and totally abandoned every 
idea of making any attempt to save an individual, 
or an article, belonging to his once vast army. Buo-^ 
napart6 was now the sole object in Buonaparte's 
miqd ; Buonapart6 without faith, without honour, 
without courage ! In this spirit, so worthy of a 
tyrant, he left the few perishing thousands who had 
survived the wr^k of his ambition, to the utmost 
rigors of their fate. 

For some hours after bis desertion his Generate 
strove to keep up the appearance, at least, of re- 
sistance to the triumphant career or their enemies ; 
and by this valour on their side time was afforded 
him to make his flight more distant, and therfore 
more secure. But their utmost exertions could not 
continue very long to oppose the force of the Rus* 
sian troops, and the enfeebled state of their own ; 
and at last they found themselves compelled to take 
to flight, while their wretched followers again broke 
itito scattered multitudes, and fled in every direct 
40* 
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tion into the forests, along the roads, and over the' 
distant wastes. In short, there was no point to 
which they did not direct their frantic steps, wherie 
they might hope to avoid the sabres and pikes of^ 
their enemies. 

During this carnage Tchitchs^off had given or- 
ders to throw some pontoon-bridges across the Be- 
rezina, to accelerate the advance of Count Vigten- 
stein. This was- speedily done, and the victorious 
Count was soon by the side of his^ brave coadjutor. 
By a parallel movement on the Admiral's right his 
eager troops pursued the general object in concert 
with the army of the Danube. 

The General-aide-de-camp Koutousoff, together 
with his able colleagues. Generals Borosdin and 
Tettenborne, received orders to push on from the 
neighbourhood of Vilyky, even to beyond Wilna, 
to destroy the bridges as they passed, and if possi- 
ble to intercept the dying Napoleon before he could 
reach the Niemen. 

Count Platoflf, in full houra ! with bis clouds 
of Donskoy heroes, followed the fugitives with 
blood and slaughter along the roads leading to Mo- 
lodetchino and Smorgon. TcHitchagotTs advano* 
ed-guard, under Major-General Tchaplitz, moved 
in the same direction ; whilst that of the main ar- 
my,, under Miloradovitch, brought up the train. 
In this disposition was almost the whole military 
strength, of Russia in full chase of their invaders.. 

Whilst this accumulation of distress and disgrace 
was ovenvhelming the remains of the French army, 
its fugitive chief was endeavouring by every sub- 
terfuge of falsehood to conceal from France and his 
allies its ruined condition. Even his own Generals 
at Wilna were kept in ignorance of his complete 
discomfiture ; and it was not until the dearth of in- 
telligence from the grand army created in them 
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HSOiBe alarm, and the inforiBaiioii^ that Minsk "was 
surrounded by the army of the Danube struck 
them with a conviction of disaster, that they had 
any suspicion of the universal defeat their master 
had sustained. 

It is related, but I do not affirm it as a fact, that 
after twelve days of suspense, during which no in- 
formation whatever arrived from Buonaparte, Ma- 
i^t dispatched a young Polander, disguised as a 
i¥oman, towards the probable position of the French. 
After an absence of five days^ he at length found 
his way back, but it was by thriding a thousand 
mazes tilled with the pursuing enemy ; andhe brought 
with him a true statement of the case. If this anec- 
dote be true, Maret was too well versed in his mas- 
ter's will to make the fact public ; for, about this very 
time he published a Gazette at Wilna, importing 
that Napoleon was moving along the banks of the 
Berezina at the head of the main body of his army, 
while the rest remained in good garrison at Smo- 
lenzk ; and to complete the tale, it was added that 
the Russians were so overpowered in every quarter 
diat the army of the Danube was the only renmant 
to be destroy^. When .that affair was over, the 
Emperor and King would then proceed in full glory 
to Wilna. 

While Maret thus attempted to veil the disasters 
of Buonaparte, be was equally active io trying to 
avert the worst consequences. With this intention 
he dispatched General Loison (who hadsome time 
before arrived from Koningsberg with ten thousand 
men) towards Ochmiani, to cover the flying army. 
But the evil was too great for so small a power to 
stem. The sword of the enemy and the " arrowy 
sleet" of the inclement nights, reduced them to less 
than three thousand men before they came within 
sight of their fugitive comrades. 
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'the way wa4 longg and disairtraiis betw^D d» 
laSLuks of the Berezina and the Polibb frontiera. 
There was no where a stand, but an UD^oewiiigv 
chase firom that rivef^s brink to the pa^sa^ of the 
Neimen. Prisoners, arms, standards, ba^^age/ 
every where fell into the bands of the pursuers. 
IKothin^ can better depict the extreme abandon-' 
ment of hope, and the excessive misery of the ^le-^ 
my during this dreadful period, than a letter Whicb- 
one of the brave Russians, then in pttlrsuit, address* 
€$d to a relation in Si, Petersburgh. 

"Though besieged with miseries,' and assailed^ 
with all the fury of our cannon and bayonets, it is 
certain that nearly forty thousand of our mer^ilesul 
invaders escaped to the nearest bank of the Berezi^ 
na. But there, even in the ihoment iii which thejr^ 
believed themselves safe, they met their destruction y 
they plunged iii to gain the opposite shore, and ma^ 
ny or them met the death from which they fled, la- 
the cold breast of the river, in the dierful flatnes' 
which rolled along its surfoce« 

'^ They who escaped the flood and the conflaf^n^ 
tion were not more secure, for all nature seeiii^ to 
fight against them. Heaved itself appeared to hukl 
its last bolt upon their sacril^ous heads, by in** 
creasing the cold to a degree that Was almost intole- 
rable to the best defend^ ; but to those who had 
no covering it was suffering worse than the tbrfeurea 
of the rack. 

^' It was at this crisis, when nearly deprived of fbcf 
power of moving, they abandoned thdr guns, bag^ 
gage, and arms, and throwing themselves upoll thtf 
drifting snows, called on the blast to end their mise* 
Ties. Then rising in frantic despair they ran howl* 
ing amongst each other, exclaiming aloud against 
their betrayer^ and demanding deisitb at tkehandfa 
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of their equally distracted oompanionsi Thou- 
sands of these poor wretches were nearly naked ; 
few had either shoe,, or boot^ or pantaloon to pro* 
tect their freezing timbs; Maoy bad endeavoured 
to firbield them from the severity of the weather, by 
wrapping about them the raw hides they had strip- 
ped fipom their perished horses. Others covered 
tireir bodies with old mattrn^^ canvass, women's 
elothes, priests' vestments, or any other thing that 
might assist in sheltering their ematiated frames 
from the piercings wind, and a frost that seemed to 
col into their souls. Happy was be who had been 
so lucky as ta have pnrloined from the plundered 
countrym&n his winter sheeprskin, or saved a pe- 
lisse from the general pillage I Officers and men 
shared in die same want of covering. The wretch- 
ed fragments which decency would still wraparound 
them were tattered into a hundred shreds ; but 
from the inclemencies of the iron season there was 
DO shelter. Thousands became benumbed and stu- 
pified ; many dropped in silence into the grasp of 
death ; others moved on their gradually freezing 
bodies, moaning their pangs, and cursing the name 
of him and all his race who had brought them into 
such depths of unimaginable human suffering. 

" Every corps, ana every rank of officers, par- 
took of the general distress. The guards, once the 
proud fttvourites of their proudest chief, were alike 
the ^ort of t^e angry elements, were alike exposed 
to nakedness and privation. Their gay caparisons^ 
ivere clmnged into loathsome rags ; and, a prey to 
every evil of squalid wretchedness, to hunger and 
to cold, (hey dropped down dead in heaps, ^roan- 
ini; out the reproaches their tongues were too fee- 
We to utter. 

'' Defence was now totally out of the question. 
FUgbti not esoape, waa their olarje<A; for none pos^ 
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4se98ed i^ithin himself sufficient strength to promiw 
^im an existence of many hours. It 5vas not life 
they sought, but relief from the agonies of fear. An 
Indefinable terror lumg on the^oul of the fj^imished 
wretch who, stretched on the chilling snow, called 
fervently on death to release him from his misery. 
,»£ven in this state, let but thesimple cry of ifAcCo*- 
sacs / be sounded in his ear, and it would be suffi- 
cient to arouse him to temporary energy : a thousand 
would partake his dread ; and suddenly spreading 
.themselves in flight, they would every where dark- 
en the snows with their flying shadows, and fill the 
air with their despairing shrieks. In this state, 
.^ome thousandis would be made pfisonet^ to a band 
of perhaps no more than a hundred Cossacs. 

** The road on which this mined army moved 
was rough with their dead, who, heaped on each 
other, shewed through the uneven surface of the 
snow their grisly and disfigured visages, their per- 
ishing and dismembered bodies, and all the horri^ 
variety of deatli inflicted by want, and paid, and 
the sword. 

" Every hivouac, at the dawning of morning, rcr 
sembles rather the consequences of a sanguinary 
conflict than a nighf s rest. Cold and fatigue be- 
numbed many mto their last repose ; but scarcely 
did the hand of death close their eyes before they 
became a spoil ; nay, even whilst they yet breath- 
ed, their comradeis would seize on dieir expiring 
bodies, and strip them of their ra^ed coverings to 
defend themselves. Vast are the circles of the per- 
ished they leave behind them in these dismal night 
watches ; and when they proceed in the mornings 
there is nothing before them but a similar fate. 
Desperate with cold they set every house and bam 
on fire in their way, in order to alleviate with the 
heat the pah^s which rack their joints. But the 
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4ypedient is fraught with new sufferings. Hun> 
dreds hasten to the blazing scene to enjoy a few mo^ 
vents' warmth ; but not having strength to retire 
mrith sufficient speed from the influence of : the 
flames when they become outrageous, they fair a 

Erey to their fury, and the ruins of the burning 
ouses are surrounded with the expiring remains of 
their helpless consumers. Many of those who es-. 
cape immediate destruction from the fire, scarred by 
its flames, blackened in part by the smoke, and 
pale as the. snow itself, range themselves like a host 
of ghastly spectres upon the lifeless bodies of their 
countrymen, and there remain in motionless apathy 
till the benumbing hand of death steals by degrees 
upon their vitals, and they fall amid the icy and 
scorched corses of their comrades. 

" Numbers having their feet frozen and half mor- 
tified, were reduced to a state of complete helpless- 
ness, and being left upon the road, were forced to 
abandon themselves to the death they might other- 
wise have averted for yet some days. In those 
days, now so cru^ly cut ofl* from their chance of 
Aiy)longed existence, some succour might arrive ! 
The idea alone seemed to speak a hope, of which 
they were irresistibly deprived ; and their despaif: 
broke out in cries of the bitterest anguish ; it was 
a lamentation of rifled existence, that paralyzed the 
hearer, and made him behold the unfathomable 
depth of the perdition into which the falsehood of 
the French leader had plunged his too confident 
followers. 

** Multitudes of these desolate fugftives lost their 
speech, others were seized with phrenzy, and many 
were so maddened by the extremes of pain and hun- 
ger,, that they tore tne dead bodies of their corn- 
fades into pieces, and feasted upon their renaains. 
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"' fiot I ifKIl fwC attenpt •afnrtheT'emiiMmtioti-^f 
theyarieties of InHnaoiXiiseries I have seen. Only 
those who have witaessed 9ueh extpemes^f dialfeM, 
can form aey idea of tbe^iorrors I have left yet im- 
told of tbebideouR spectal5le exhibited between the 
'Berezina and the Neimen, and whose paraf^lel far 
tniseftes is not to be found in the annals of the 
world/' 



To bevnearerthe goal of hiVglerions raeey^in thk 
eareer after the most ruthless enemy that^ver' in- 
vaded a brave people, Fietd'^Marshal Kontpnaoff 
fer|K>¥ed his head-^qnarters from' ilauenitzi to Ko- 
TOBdino. He made the movement on the 4th of 
December. 

Tchitchagoff continued 'in fall pursuit, 'Milorado* 
▼itch the same, and 'the main army followed with 
* answerable zeal the steps of its advance. The *di- 
•vision under Count Ogerofeky^ having proceeded in 
-a parallel direction with its left wing, arrived in 
full force at the town of Volshine. 

Meanwhile, Buonapart6 continued his flight ; 
^nd at Smoi^oni, finding a favourable monient pre- 
^rent itself for his complete disappearance^'he ap- 
-pointed Murat his Lieutenant-General and com- 
mander-in-chief of the army ; and then putting on 
a disguise, stole with Caulincourt into a wretched 
fledge, and proceeded over the snows as swiftly as 
his fears could carry him towards Warsaw. On 
the 7th he passed through Wilna with hardly a 
minute's delay ; and on the evening of the 10th, 
sheltered his head in safety in the Polish capital! 
The final escape of Napoleon was known to a very 
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few only, for some time after it was effected ; but ail 
lie shot through Wilna he found it expedient to see 
Maret. The conference did not last many minutes^ 
and then he departed with as much secrecy and 
baste as if a pursuer were in every gale. Thus did 
this iHresumptuous man, whom an infatuated peo- 
ple bad raised to be their tyrant, and who, not 
content i^ith the sovereignty of half Europe, as* 
pired to universal dominion ; thus did he pass from 
Russia the last object of his ambition, in obscurity 
and dishonour ; and thus did he desert, in their 
extremes! need, the people whom he called his sub- 
jects, and who had confided to him their liberties 
and their lives I Unfair and cruel as the French 
army were in their modes of warfare with the peo- 
ple of Russia, it is but justice to say that in no in- 
stance, till they were paralyzed by suffering, did 
the meanest individual in the French ranks shrink 
from meeting the foe; and in every situation of 
peril, and desertion of their leader, did his Gene- 
rals conduct themselves with the steady valour of 
true soldiers. Buonaparti alone proved himself a. 
slave in spirit. Had he possessed a soul worthy 
the confidence reposed in him, on the bridge of Be- 
rezina he would have died. 

Platoff, Tchaplitz, and other Russian Generals, 
with their advanced corps, proceeded with great 
speed, gathering thousands of prisoners, cannon, 
ba^age, and ammunition waggons, in their path. 
Lai^e convoys of the latter, with provisioi^, had 
been dispatched from Wilna to meet the retreating 
French, and hence augmented the spoil of the Rus- 
sians. 

When Platoff entered Oschimiani, he fell in with 

the remaining thre^ thousand of Loisson's corps, 

which he instantly cut in pieces, and took firom 

them twenty-five pieces of cannon, I^ear Sinorgo- 

41* 
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fti, Tcfa'aplitz came up yniih the small pretenskmt^ 
to a rear*guard which the enemy had made ; he 
slew them to a man, and sixty-one pieces of can*' 
hon fell into his hands. Finding the road qnite open^ 
he next pushed on to Wilna, and arrived at its en-" 
\irons on the 10th. He had Ate satisfaction of 
meeting at the same rendezvous large bodies of his 
brave countrymen, who had already reached it, 
under the commands of Sesslavin, Lanskoy, and 
other Generate- who were fresh from a new victory 
gained over a corps of French cavalry which had 
presented itself befoi'e the town. Six guns and* 
one standard had been taken in this affair ; but the 
victors did not think themselves in sufficient force 
to follow up their advantage by pushing on to the 
city, until they eould be supported by Tehifccha- 
goff's troops. 

As soon as Tchaplitz Came upon the ground 
he attacked the enemy in the suburbs, and, after 
same slight resistance drove them out in disorder, 
and filled their quarters with his own battalions. 
This stroke was decisive, for on entering the city 
next morning (the I Ith) he found the last vanks of 
the enemy in the act of abandoning it. They had 
taken their measures in such baste and cottfusioa^ 
that nothing bad been^ destroyed. Vast magazines, 
filled with ail kinds of stores, and upwards of thir^ 
ty pieces of cannon, became the property of the 
Kussians. The French sick too, in great numbers, 
were left to the mercy of their enemies. 

After the affair at Oschimiani, Platoff directed 
his rapid course to the left of Wilna, towards the 
Kovna road, spreading his Cossacs all over the 
eountry to the shore of the Neimen. The General- 
aide-de-camp Koutousoff adopted the same plan 
on the right of the city^ stretching his peoj^e in the 
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;dire€fti(m of Wilkomir, to prevent the escape of 
•Macdonald's corps. 

Meanwhile the Admiral kept up close to his ad* 
'Vance-^uard, and at the distance of a few werstn 
from Wilna made the following report, dated No- 
'veraber 29th, O. S. (Dee. Uth, N. S.) 

"Ever since the i7th of November, (O. S.) f 
have With unceasing vigilance pursued the^ying 
enemy, allowing him repose neither day nor night. 
•During the first day or two our pursuit was a little 
checkeid By his having broken down the bridges, 
but th6 exertion of a few honors restored us a pas- 
sage, and by fqrced marches we 'soon gained upon 
our object. The advanced-guard did net lofse sight 
of him for an instant ; coming up and defeating him 
continually in a variety of encounters ; daily taking 
from him numbers of cannon, and making priso- 
ners to the amount of some thousands, besides 
forcing his harassed troops to march during the 
might. 

" From the passage of the Berezina, until the ar- 
rival of the Imperial troops at Wilna, we have our- 
selves taken one hundred and fifty pieces of can- 
non, more than seven hundred ammunition wag- 
gons, and so considerable a quantity of baggage, 
;that the whole road for a great distance is covered 
-with it. Two standards, with several Generals, 
«nd many thousand prisoners, are aiso in our 
hands. 

'' The rear-guard of the enemy was attacked and 
destroyed, and the eflfects have been so serious to 
him, that ever since the utmost confusion and mur- 
mnring has prevailed amongst his troops. They 
drop hourly from famine and fatigue, or in des^ 
pair cry alou^ to surrender. 
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'^ The loss to the eoemy is not less tiiftn thirty 
thousand men. The road is ' covered vfith killed 
and wounded, frozen and dying» The divine veo* 
geanoe falls so heavily on these barbarous wretches^ 
that they become victims in hundreds to the flames 
themselves have lighted to destroy the dwellings of 
the peasantry ; and they are found frozen to death 
in the very bouses they have sacked and despoiled 
of their doors and windows. 

*' Our advance on entering Wilna did not allow 
the enemy time to remove any thing from the city. 
Independent of all that has been mentioned before 
of our spoil, great acquisitions were made there 
in cannon and stores. Amongst the sick and 
wounded who had been abandoned, were found 
several Generals : Saiuntschiki and Lefebre are of 
the number. 

'' My advanced guard pursued the enemy without 
ceasing. General Tchaplitz has particularly distin- 
guish^ himself, as much by vigilance and indefati- 
gable zeal, as by his excellent military arrai^e- 
ments. 

^* An aide-de-camp of Marshal Davoust s was 
taken at Oschimiani, having been left by the Mar- 
shal to await the arrival of his rear-guard, and te 
ascertain the number of troops in pursuit But 
the rear*guard having been destroyed, this young 
oflicer was surprised by seeing instead of it, the 
Russian advance enter the town. He was im 
amazement, and could not conceive what was be- 
come of the troops he expected. 

'^ The prisoners assure me that Napoleon can no 
longer conceal the critical state of his situation ; 
that the remains of the army, harassed with fatigue 
and starvation, do not merely murmur, but loudly 
threaten even to revenge themselves on the mUhor 
0f all t/tese miseries. During the latter days of the 
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puraiiity we have taken many of his guards. In- 
aeed we are so near, that I have often occupied the 
same quarters which he had quitted but a few hours 
before. Several times he has not been farther from 
us than the interval which divided the cannonades 
between the respective rear and vanguards." 

The Admiral followed Tchaplitz with his main 
body and next day the head*quarters of Koutou- 
soff were established at Wilna. ,On the 8th they 
had been at Molodetchino, on the 9th at Smoi^ni, 
on the 10th at Oschimiani, and on the 12th at 
Wilna. 

No soccer were the troops of his Imperial Majes- 
ty entered into the city than they were hailed by 
the most rapturous acclamations. Lof^ bve the . 
Emperor Alexunder I resounded from every quar- 
ter ; and the inhabitants with the eloquence of na- 
ture, expressed their joy at being restored to the 
mild government of a just and beneficent prince. 

Two days after his arrival at Wilna, the field- 
marshal made the following statement to the Em- 
peror Alexander. 

'* Dee. 2i1, O. S. 

14th, N.S. 1812. 
" On the occupation of Wilna by our troops on 
the tOth of December (N. S.) the enemy fled to- 
wards Pogoulianka ; and Count Platoff) in order 
to cut ofl* his retreat upon the Kovnaroad, entirely 
occupied that road with Cossacs, hussars, and dra- 
goons. Having allowed ^he first mass of fugitives 
to pass, he ordered Count Orloff-Denizoff to open 
a fire of musketry upon them ; while he, with a 
strong force, fell upon another multitude. He was 
seconded in thi^ attack by the artillery under Prince 
KhoudeschefT. The enemy being thus assaulted 
on all side^^ nay, absolutely surrounded by heavy 
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lAiAcbarges of artillery and musketry, fell in masses c 
indeed the destruction was so complete, that only 
thirty officers, and one thousand men, were saved 
from the universal carnage. In this affair, twenty- 
^ight cannon, and a quantity of baggage, fell into 
the hands of the Cossac chief. 

** Ever since the occupation of Wilna by your 
Imperial Majesty's troops, I have been employed 
in restoring alt things to their ancient order ; hence 
I have not bad time to collect a particular statement 
of. the stores found in the city. However, the q uar- 
ter-master-general, Stavrakoff, and General Bes- 
rodny, say that in some of the magazines wbich 
have been inspected they have found fourteen thou- 
. ^<and measures of com, five thousand measures of 
•flour, besii^es an equal nnmber of biscuit ; an im- 
mense quantity of uniforms, muskets, cartouch- 
boxes, saddles, cloaks, helmets, and other milita- 
ry necessaries. 

"Seven Generals were made prisoners in thjB 
town, namely, Yivier, Goass6, Normond, Guliot, 
L^ebre, Ivonousky, and Saiontschiki ; with two 
hundred and twenty-five officers, and nine thousand 
five hundred and seventeen soldiers ! five thousand 
one hundred and thirty-nine sick, were found in the 
hospitals. 

*' We are hourly cbllecting prisoners from the 
environs of the city. As reports are made to me, 
I will not fail communicatiBg them to your Imperial 
Majesty.*' 

The enemy bad not neglected to raise contribu- 
tions on the people of Wilna, according to bis usual 
custom in the places he honoured with his presence; 
but as that city was the great link of communica- 
tion between his resources and his armies in the 
interior of Russia, it became the policy oi the 
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f^rencb leader to order the inhabitants to be treatedi 
with a lenity in pecuniary respects that might soothr 
them into his interests. He also managed to hold 
them in awe of his collossal power, by a constant 
concealment of the tremendous reverses it sustain- 
ed in the series of bis invasion. Consequently 
when the truth did burst upon these ^deceived peo- 
ple, by the sudden entrance of the Russian army, 
the effect was as striking as it was frought with safe- 
ty and happiness to them alK 

The change was so great, that it seemed hardly 
the work of human agency. Only a few months 
prior to his shameful flight through this city, Napo- 
leon had occupied its palace, with an Imperial and 
military pomp never before equalled by the proudest 
legitimate sovereign. Like Xerxes he beheld his 
hundred thousands pass in review before him ; but 
not like Xerxes did he shed any tears at the pro- 
cession of a host, so few of which were fated to 
return. An ambition, even more fierce than that 
of the Persian monarch, had dried up the sources 
of pity in Napoleon's heart ; rivers of blood had 
long washed away the purer drops from his relent- 
less eyes. The obdurate to others are generally the 
most weakly sensible to their own sufferings ; and 
it is hardly to be doubted, that he who had viewed 
the horrors of Moscow and the Berezina without 
compassion would, when lying a disguised fugitive 
at the bottom of a wretched sledge, find it possi- 
ble to weep over the disappointment of his own 
pride. 

In that moment, while hurried with fear and dis- 
ho0our across the Russian snows, how vain must 
he have found the boastings of his fancied omnipo- 
tence ! Where were his promises to restore Poland 
to her independence ? Where the universal empii'o 
he was to found on the ruin of that of the Tzars ? 
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What was become of the loud thunders of his ar« 
tillery with which he was to proclaim his conquest 
and bis dominioD, from the shores of the Baltic to 
the boundaries of Asia ? And where those myriads 
of his own subjects, whom he had brought armed 
at all points into Russia, to subdue the people, 
and to cover themselves with spoils and miUtary 
glory ? 

The whole had disappeared. The same all* 
powerful hand, which bad baffled the ambitious 
enterprizes of the Persian monarch, turned the 
plans and the vast preparations of the French Ru* 
ler into nothing ! His presumptuous dreams, and 
his thousands of armed men, were alike as if they 
had never been. 

Out of more than four hundred thousand men 
(including the Austrian force) not more than twen* 
five thousand, exclusive of Swartzenbui^'s corps, 
repassed theNeimen. Out of one hundred thou- 
sand horses, scarcely one survived. More than 
one hundred thousand prisoners fell into the hands 
of the Russians, from the day in which the French 
army quitted Moscow, until its arrival at the Nei- 
men ; aiid above twelve hundred pieces of cannon ; 
for not one single gun was carried by the fugitives 
across the barrier stream. Thus did the very in* 
Btruments, with which the invader intended to pro* 
claim his victory become the trophies of Russia in 
witness of having discomfited its enemy, and cover- 
ed its menaced land with the deathless laurels of 
patriotic valour. 

Such was the termination of this unparalleled, at- 
tempt against the dignity of one of the most virtu- 
ous monarchs that ever swayed a sceptre ; and in 
subversion of the happiness of a people, who loved 
kis equitable rule, and every day increased in po- 
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litical wisdom and moral vigour. Russia, aware 
of her privileged destiny, with one unanimous exer- 
tion, freed herself from the inroad of the Usurper 
and his emmissaries, and exulted in ttie contrast 
between her own magnanimous Emperor and the 
selfish aggrandisement of his opponent. She stood 
as Hercules, with Virtue on the one side and Se- 
duction on the other : behind the former, whose 
stem vissage was armed in 'complete steel, devolv- 
ed rocks, and ghastly precipices ; but beyond was 
the paradise of the gods. Around the latter bloom- 
ed a labyrinth of verdure ; but at the close of each 
enchanted thicket, yawned a treacherous gulph 
evergrown with sweets, that betrayed the trusting 
feet to bottomless perdition ! The Russian people, 
and the Russian Monarch, spumed the blandish- 
ments of the Deceiver, and destroyed with the 
•vigour of troe bravery his most formidable warfare. 
The Imperial Alexander, not satisfied with having 
achieved the independence of his own nation, gene- 
rously sounds the the trumpet of liberty to the rest 
of Europe, and at the close of this eventful . year, 
so propitious in its omen to mankind, and so glo- 
rious to Imperial virtue and to patriotic determina- 
tion ! he thus addresses his invincible defenders ; 
and by that channel he would stimulate the world. 

«« SOLDIERS ! 

" That year is gone ! That memorable and glo- 
rious year, in which you have levelled with the 
dust, the pride of our insolent Invader ! That 
year is gone ; but your heroic deeds remain. Time 
cannot efface their remembrance : they are present 
with ourselves — they live in the memory of pos- 
terity. 

" The deliverance of your country from a host of 
(confederate powers, leagued against her very exist- 
42* 
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^ce has been purchased by your blood. Yoir 
have acquired a right to the ^^titude of Rus^ia^ 
and to the veneration of foreign realms. You 
have proved to mankind by your . fidelity, your 
valour, and your perseverance, that against hearts 
filled with love to God, and loyalty to their Sove- 
reign, the efforts of the most formidable enemy 
are but as the furious vi^aves of the sea breaking 
upon an immovable rock : after all the tumults, they 
leave but the confused sound of their ovrn over- 
tlirow. 

Soldiers ! Eager to distinguish by some peculiar 
mark, all who have participated in these immortal 
exploits, we have caused .silver medals to be struck, 
and to receive the benediction of our Holy Church. 
I'hey bear the date of the memorable year 18121 
Suspended to a blue ribbon they wiH decorate 
those manly breasts which have been the bucklers 
of their country. Each individual of the Russian 
army is worthy to wear these honourable testimo- 
nies, the reward of valour and of constancy. 

*' You have all shared the same hardships and 
the same dangers. You have all had one souL 
This ennobling conviction should make you proud 
of these equal military honours. They will every 
where proclaim you — faithful sons of Russia ! Sons, 
upon whom God the Father bestows his paternal 
blessing. 

" May our enemies ever tremble, when they be- 
hold this in^^ignia f May they know that beneath 
this medal glows an imperishable valour ! Imper- 
ishable, because it is not founded upoa ambition 
or impiety, but on the immutable basis of patriot- 
ism and religion ! 

(Signed) " Alexander^" 

'' 1813. 
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fLLU^TRATIVE OF SUBJECTS REFERRED TO IN THE BO^ 
OF THE WORK. 



NOTE I. IL ill^Par Page 37.] 



i X HESE three pairiets distinguished themselves at the be- 

l^aoiDg of the aieventeeoth ceoturj, after the death of Demetrius ; 
wheo the Poles on the ooe side, aod the Cossac Zaroutski on the 
other, were conteadiog for the supreme power, and reoderiog the 
empire a field of blood. 

Kozma-Mioira, butcherer qf Nijhi-Novogrode, formed the bold 
design of collecting a body of patriots to oppose the factioos of 
Sigismond aud Zaroutzki. He assembled hb feliow-oitiseuB, ex* 
hortiog them to sacrifice their whole possessions for the salvation 
of their coiibtry ; to seH all that bdooged to them, for the sake of 
obtainiog fiinds with which to support au army. His virtuous 
enthusiasm passed into <he souls <>f aM tha( heard him. The 
citizens of Nijbi-Novogorode did indeed strip themselves of every 
worldly possession ; but these sacrifices were found inadequate for 
their great purpose. 

It was then that Palitzen, a monk eminent for ins piety, called 
together the holy brotherhood of Ms monastery, and with the 
most affecting eloquence conjured them to embrace real poverty, 
by Toluntarily bestowing the treasures of their communtty upon 
the new levies. The proposal was unanimously agreed to, and 
the money was deposited in the hands of Kozma-Miaiffl. 

Regarding this act as a testimony of the Divine favour, Minim 
hastened to Pojarskd, a Rusnan nobleman whose valour had been 
honourably proved in many a viclorious field, but wha, oow inca« 
pable of breasting singly the torrent that was overwhelming hw 
country, had retired in despair to ^ small estate at some distance 
from TTijhi-KoTogorQde. 
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Wbeo Pojankoi was wfed by Mioioi to arifct firon Ibit nnwiir- 
thy deipondeocy« and instead of deploring his couotry's wnm^ 
arm io^her defence, the brave veteran call^ on Heaven to witness 
that he was ready to perish for Russia, had he but the reawiest 
prospect of heading even a handful of patriots animated with the 
same suirit. 

Minim then bailed him Qmeral sf ike ira»e bmid sf Ngki-Nmo- 
gorode ! and laid st his feet the treasures entrusted to him by Palit- 
zeo. Pojarskoi received both with transport, and returning the 
treasure to Minim, beseeching him to take chaige of its right dis- 
tribution, he accepted a conmaod which finally restored iudepea- 
dence to the empira 



JNTOTE n.^r%r Page 102.] 
BUONAPARTE'S THIBTEENTH BULLETIN. 

SmoUtak^ Jug. 31. 

The 16th, io the morning our (roops covered the heights of 
Smoleossk, and that city exhibited to us a walled drcumfereoce of 
four thousand toises, ten feet in thlckoess, and twenty-five high, 
with towers at intervals, many of which were mounted with ean- 
Dou of a very large size. 

On the right ^ the Borestheoes» the enemy's forces were seen 
hastily marching iMck to protect the city, their Commaoder-in- 
chief, having received, as was known, repeated orden from big 
master to give battle in order to save Smoleozk. The Emperor 
having reeoonoitered the place, made the following dimutioo of 
the army, which remained in its disposition the 17tL The Dokft 
of Elchiogen had ehaige of the left, which was covered by the 
Borestheocs, the Prince of Eckmuhl, commanded the centre, and 
Prince Poniatofsky the right The Imperial guard was stationed 
in reserve in the centre ; &e Tioe-Roy in reserve oo the right, the 
extreme of which was protected by the cavalry under the King of 
Naples ; io consequence of. having missed the road, a false move- 
ment was made by the 8th corps under the Duke of Abrantes; 
The Idih and part of*the 17th the armies remained io observatioQi 
a firing being kept up. from the lines. Of the enemy, thirty 
thousand occupied Siaolenzk, and the reridue were posted on the 
heights of the shore, opposite the city, between which is a comsNi- 
nication by means of three bridges. Smcdeoatki is considered by 
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the Rintiam as a very stroD^ citj aod (be bulwark of Moecoir. 
At two 10 tbe afteinooo of the 17tb, od perceiviu^ that the eoeaiijr 
bad not debouched, and that their Commaoder notwkhstaodiog tbe 

C'tiye orders be had received, and tbe excellent position he could 
e taken, with his right resting on Smolensk, and his left cover- 
ed bj tbe Borestbenea, was fearful of risking a battle, tbe Emperor 
hastened to the right, and ordered Prince Pooiatofskj to change 
bis front, and advancing with bis divisions, hb right protected by 
the Boresthenes, take possession of, and fortify one of the suburbs aod 
destroy the bridge to intercept the communication with tbe city 
from that quarter. At the same time tbe Prince of Eckmuhl waa 
directed to attack two of the suburbs, which the enemy bad for- 
tified at two hundred toises distance from the city, each of which 
was defended by seven or eight thousand- infantry aod a number of 
heavy cannon. General Count Friand also received orders to 
complete tbe investment, supporting his right by the corps of Prince 
Poniatobky, and his left on the right of the attack of the Prince 
of EckmuhL At two in tbe afternoon, Count Bruyere's division 
of cavalry, having driven off tbe Cossacs and the enemy's horsey 
took possession of tbe platform next tbe upper bridge. A battery 
of 60 pieces of cannon was immediately erected upon this platform 
and commenced a fire with grape-shot, on that part of the enemy 
whicb had remained on the right shore and soon compelled the 
masses of Russian infantry to evacuate that position. 

Tbe enemy then placed two batteries of twenty pieces of cannon 
in a convent, to silence that of ours which fired on the bridge. Tbe 
Prince of Eckmuhl confided the attack of the suburbs on tbe right, 
to Count Morand, and that on the left to Count Oudin. 

At three, the cannonading commenced, at four, a very hot fire of 
musketry was opened, at five, tbe divisions, of Morand aod Gudin^ 
possosed themselves of the sulmrbs, which bad been fortified by the 
enemy, with an uncommon degree of coolness aod intrepidity, pur- 
suing tbe Russians to tbe covered way which was strewed with 
their dead bodies. On tbe left the Duke of Elchingeo attacked tha 
enemy's position without the city, took it, and pursued tbem as far 
as tbe glacis. 

At five the communication between Smolenzk and the right shore 
had become difficult, and waa kept up only by a few isols^ indi- 
viduals. 

Three batteries of twelves for the breach, were directed against 
tbe walls at six in the evening, one by Friand's divbion, and the 
others by those of Morand aod Gudin. The enemy was dislodged 
from all the towers that he occupied by some bowitZiCrs whicb set 
fire to them, while Count Sorbier, General of artillery, enfiladed him 
in such manner with his batteries, as to render it impossible for bin 
to maintain bis covered waya« 
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At two 10 the alUmooD, the BamiaDi perceiving that we ioteod- 
ed a aeriout attaek od the citj, geot over two diWaiont aod two re- 
f imenta of iofaotiy of the guards to reiaforoe the four diviatona b 
the city. These forces uohed composed one half of the Riuriao 
amy. The actioo cootiimed the wbatg^ oight ; tlie hatteriea in 
breach, kept up their fire with the grealesU^iTity, wldle two con- 
panies of nrioers were enployed at tiie wapF ' 

At length the city was discorered to be oo fire, and SapoIensBk, in 
the middle of a oigbt in August, offered to tfie' French, a rimilar 
spectacle to that wiiich an eruptkw of Vesuvius presents at Na- 
ples. 

An hour past midnight the Aussians ahan^ned the city, and re- 
passed the river. At two the grenadiers who mounted to the assault, 
met with oo resistance. Ttie place was evacuated ; two huDdre4 
pieces of cannon and mortars of great sisa, and one of the finest cities 
of Russia, bfihaif thus left iu our power in sight of the whole of the 
enemy's force. 

The battle of Smolensk, for it is justly entitled to that appellation 
since one hundred thousand men were engaged oo ooe ride aod the 
other, cost the Russians four thousand seven hundred ipen killed, from 
seven to eight thousand woooded, and two thousand prisooers> the 
most of whom were wounded. Arooog the dead were found five 
.Rusrian Generals. On our part we lost seven hundred men killed 
and from three thousand one hundred, to three thousand two iiuo- 
dred wounded* The General of Brigade, Grabouski, was killed, 
and Gmerals Grandeau and Dalton wounded ; all the troops vied 
with each other In intrepidity. The field of battle offered the 
opectacle of from seven to eight dead Russians for one Frenchman^ 
a fact provable by two hundred thousand persons who were ^e 
witnesses of it, notwithstanding the enemy were for a part of the 
16th aod 17th, entrenched and protected by the fire of the hattk^ 
fients. 

On the 18th, the bridges over the^Boresthenes, which the enemy 
had burned, were restored, but the ire in the city could not be got 
under undl the li^th, though our ssippeia 1 jiboured wkh the greatest 
activity in extinguialiing it. Ail the hoiises of the city are filled 
with dead and dying Russians. 

Of twelve divisigiiB, which composed the grand Russiao army, 
two were cut up and <Uspersed at the action of Qstroyna, two at that 
of Mohiloff and six at Smolensk. The Guard and two deisms of 
Ney, are the only ones which have sustained no loss. 

The displays of courage that have honoured the army in geoeral, 
and distinguished so many individuals at the battle of Smoleoik, 
will be detailed in a particular report. Never did the ftttch army 
manifest greater intrepidity thao in this campaign. 
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To pceveot mtfapprdieodiDg who may be neaot under these ti- 
ties of Prince, Duke, &e. a catal<^e of the French GaDeraFsDamev 
•Ad thehr titles l« subjoined. 
«> 

niKKCH HABSHAUB, OBMSRALS, &C. AMD THBIB VITLBS. 



Joachim Mural ... 


King of Naples. 


Naishal Junot 


Duke of Abrantes. 


JManhal Victor 


Duke of Belluno. 


Marshal Augereaa 

Marshal Lefevre - - - 


Duke of CasTiglione. 


Duke of Dantzig. 


Marshal Davoust • . . 


Prince of £ckn]uhL 


Marshal Nej - - . 


Duke of EIrhingen. 


Bessieres 


Duke*bf Istria. 


-Beauhaimois 


Vice-Roi of Italy. 


Caulincoort 


Duke of Vinzenza. 


Marei - . - 


Duke of Bassano. 


MilnbsA Champaj^y 


Duke of Cadore. 


' Duroc(Aad) 


Duke of Friulli. 


Marshal Mortier - - - 


Duke of Treviso. 


Manhal Macdonald 


Duke of Tarente. 


JVlarsbal Oudioot 


Duke of Reg^io. 


Jerome Buonaparte 
Marebal Berthier (dead) 


King of Westphalia. 


Prince of Neufchate!. 


Marshal Massena 


Prince of Essling. 


Manhal Soult ... 


Duke of Dalmatia. 


Marshal Kellerman 


Duke of Valroy. 


Marsha] Marmoot 


Duke of Ragusa. 


General Sebastiaoi - - - 


Count of the Empire. 


General Loison 


Count of the Empire. 


Rapp - . - 


Count of the Empire. 



NOTE in.— t^or Page 181,2.] 

As there ase people in the habit of expressing doubts of the accu- 
racy of the information which has hitherto represented the cruellies 
eKercised by Buonaparte and Us aoldiezsiiD counuies and individu- 
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th 10 their power, it k a satisfactioD to corroborate the (ruth of flucb 
represeotatioDSy by drawing together several witoeises bearing evi- 
deOce or the same kind of acts committed bj the same man and his 
followers in diflTerent parts of the world. His soldiers perpetrated 
acts of atrocity while in Russia, too kmrihU fwt tkscrtptim ; and 
in the followiog letter, writteo by a distinguished British naval offi- 
cer, and lately published in one of our own Gazettes, we -find that 
the same spirit, and by the same agents, has been outragpig humaa 
nature lo a similarly ttnmetOienabU mamur ia Spain. 



His Majtsbfs Ship SurveiUanit^ €ff CastTQ^ 
25tk June, \S\3. 

MY LORD^ 

I have the satisfaction of acquainting your Lordship^ that the 
supplies of the garriseo of Castro having been cut off by His Ma- 
jesty's cruizers oo thb coast, and the total want of meat, obliged the 
Commanding Officer to evacuate the Castle on the 22d iogmit, and 
retire to Santoaa. The Sparrow heaving in sight at thelKie mo- 
ment obliged the Commandant to do this so precipitately as to pre- 
vent bis destroying his artillery, and powder, or doing any mischief 
to the Castle itself. 

Captain Taylor very properly imm^iately garrisoned the Castle, 
ood this day we have had a party of the army under General Men- . 
dezabel. I am sorry to say five-sixths of the town are in ruuiSi and 
that the dreadful barbarities committed by the French-Italian titwps, 
as detailed by the few surviving old women, are too shocking io be 
made the sulgscl of a public iHter ; nor was the carnage of the 
French confined to the evening of the place being carried by storm. 
The iohabitaots who fled are now returning, but misery and pover- 
ty with them are at their summit Fourteen of the. savage authon 
of these excemes were taken at Bilboa since the evacuation, and 
deservedly put to death. I have now the pleasure of saying that 
the whole line of coast from Guaturia to Santona is evacuated by 
the enemy. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) Georgr R. Collier. 

To Admiral Lord KeitK &c. 

[Vide Gazette, 3d July.] 
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NOTE IV.— [Fw Page 190.] 



In the letten below of Buooapartf, (which jColooel BeokeodorfF 
inteicepted by takiog the courier who conveyed them) may be 
found a pretty accurate epitome of theGreof NapoUatCs character, 
and drawn by his own band. 

Intercepted letter from the Emperor Napoleon to (Maret) Duke 
of Banano, Minister for Foreign AffairB, dated Moscow^ October 
16tb,N.S. 1812. 

^HONSIEUR ! DUKB OV BA8841fO I 

^ I have tiro Pnudan regiments bere» whkh have gallantly dig- 
'tingoished tbeunelTeB in- the advanced-guard of the army, and of 
coune they have luffbred in the same proportion. Might not the 
King of Prussia raise two new regiments ? And then the r^ 
ments, of which I first spoke, might go back to Prussia and be re* 
cruited. In eveiy way the king will gain by this jsrran^ment, as 
there will be a necesfiity for him tore-moiiot the regioieols imme- 
diately, and by that means^he will increase hu number of disciplii>> 
ed squadrons that have ac^ired the habit of war. 

" I have given a fit direction to the Prussian contingent, by send- 
ing it towards Riga ; but t am very unwilling to have my seventh 
division employed in that quarter. I have therefore to require of 
the King of Prussia an ail|^entation of his contingent, fay a thou- 
sand horse and six thousand foot, for the service against Riga ; so 
that the force assembled there may l>e equivalent to my seventh 
division. The King may easily draw these troops from Koniogs- 
beig, Colbeig, and Graudeoz, and by that means they miy anrive 
In a few days. They may be replaced by othen drawn fmm a 
distance. Thus the King of Prussia will have in liaa^ four thou- 
sand horse and twenty thousand foot. It cannot be difficult for 
you to make him comprehend, that his amn wUreH should urge 
biffl to activity in this business ; because the sooner this great strug- 
gle is over, thie sooner will he he relieved from the necessary anxie- 
ty and exactions attending its continuance. 

^ It is also good policy to show Rusna, that in consequence of 
^the great military resources we possessi not only in our states, but 
43* 
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io thoie of OUT alliei, bit hope of wasUog away oar army by d^ 
gree» U uofouoded and illnioEy. 

^ Yoa will use the tame ar]|DiiieoU to Austria, to Bavaria, t» 
Stautgardt ; indeed, tliej will do every wliere*. 1 desire tbem oot 
ooly to send their reiBforoemeDU, hut I duargi them to exaggerai9 
the numbers of troops they send ; IH dmAU (hi mtmb^r ht given 
cut 

*^I suppose you uoderstand that the Prussiao corps at Memel 
are not to be reckooed amongst the reiofercemeDls. 

** I pray God to have you io his holy keeping. 

(Signed) «Ka*omon.''^ 



jSuonapart6 has not a greater enemy tliao a comparison of 
dates. They unmask his falsehood as soon as brought together. 
By comparing the twenty-ninth bulletin with the folloi^u inter* 
Cepted letter, it will be seen how much is td be l)elieved ^Rb pub- 
lic account of the twenty thousand horses for remountinj^is dra« 
goons, collected by General Bourcier from tiie different depots 
early in December ; and also something will be seen illustrative of 
the credit to be given to his assurance, in the same bulletin^ that 
die artillery had repaired its iosBe&> 

« TO THE DtJKE OF BASSANO. 

""SmoUnxk, Nov. IllA, N. S. 1812. 

'^ Four despatches have arrived at the same time, so tliat I have 
all yomr letters up to the 7tfa« 

** I am quite satisfied with what you have done, in bringing the 
Ihirty-fourth division to Kovna ; the only thing necessary now is, 
that it should be well simplied. General Lesson tells me that he 
baa made a purchase of six hundred horses for his artillery, and 
that the same dealer proposed bargaining with him for ten tboiisand 
more. Transmit this proposition to General Bourcier, in order that 
be may conclude the bargain if he finds the horses fit for the purpose. 
Tell General Bourcier that it is absolutely indi8|)eosible, that he 
must augment his command with six thousand horse-artillery and 
«ix thousand cavalry completely equipped, besides an equal number 
•of draught horses. We are daily sustaining considerable loss by 
the frost and the extreme severity of the nights. It is useless for 
me to press upon you the importance of these purchases. General 
Amrcier ought to go as far as thirty thousand, and perhaps beyond 
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am aambar. Id abort, he ni^ ooly be limited by the impoariblli- 
ty of proGuriog so maoy of a good quality. Hones! horses t* 
either tor cuiraasiera» or for dragoons, or light cavalry, or artillery, 
or draught. It is tkigreaUst waM rve have. Ten thousand of our 
4)isinouoted dragoons will soon march towards Minsk. General 
Bourcier must give them the directioo of Koniogsberg and Warsaw, 
according to the places in which they are to receive the fresh 
horses. Be. very careful not to suffer tlw least delay in this affair. 
Write to Prince Schwartsenborg, aod make him feel the importance 
of hastening his movements. I have had an aide-de-camp of the 
Duke of Belluoo's (Victor,) whom he left on the 9th. I have sent 
liim back with positive orders. 

**! pray God to have you in his holy keeping. 

(Signed) «" Navolbom.*' 



BTOTE Y.^lFar Page 211.] 

Captaiw Willov«hbt, of the royal navy, whose intrepid con- 
duct at the capture of the Isle of France, is too well known and 
admired to need any further 4letail, being anzioas to leave no insefi^ 
▼al unfilled by gallant actions, offered his voluntary services to 
ihe Emperor of Russia, while the frigate, which his own sovereign 
had destined for him, was building in England : his Imperial Ma* 
jesty granted this permission ; and Captain Willoughby went to 
Riga : but finding the service there less active than what his thirst 
for honourable distinction uiged him to seek, he set off for the ariny 
of Count Vigtenstein. At the taking of Polotsk Captain Willougb^ 
li^ behaved with his usual intrepidity and ability ; and he might 
still have been pursuing hn noble career, had not an act of iiene- 
roeity thrown, hun into the. hands of tlie enemy. Observing two 
Russian soldiers cruelly wounded, who were attempting to drag 
their bleeding limbs from the soeo^ of slaughter, Captain Wit'- 
loughby dismouBled, and calling on the Cossac that attivided him 
to do the same, he placed the sufferers upon their horses, and was iead'^ 
ing them away, when a party of Kench hussars surrounded and took 
them prisoners. This action, so worthy of the British character, 
could Dot fail of meeting an answering feeling in the heart of the 
magoanimoas Alexander : he directed a letter to be addressed im- 
oiediately to the chief of the French naUoo, oflferlog any French 
officer in his possessioo as an equivalent for our l^ve coontry*- 
mao : the only, answer voudisafed by the ruthless BuoQapart€ was 
^tbatjio Englishman would be excbaiifed**' 
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Tfais TeliemeDt httifd of the tTraot tmrardi Ihe EogHih k «* 
of Qor btA teitiinohies of national Tirtoe. Me never ftwiod if poa4 
aible to aednce or to subdue a spirit bom in Brltisb land t and at 
this tine his ambition was doubly ratk^ by the report of 1m6 
Wellington's victories in Spain i and bis knowledge tiiat the repe« 
sentative of the British nsonarch at St Pestenborgh, was not only 
a statesaran of the first character, but a soldier eminent in taleota 
and in fame. Buonaparte maj sometimes flatter, but he cannot ful 
to hate the virtue that is opposed to him. 



NOTE VI.— [Ftfr Pagi 134.] 
BUONAPARTE'S EIGHTEENTH BULLETIN, 

BATTX^ft OV MOfCTA (OB BORODIlio,) 

MofOiski lOffc S^iembtr, 1812. 

On tiie 4th, Ae Emperor set out from Ghja^ and encamped neat 
the post of Oritneva. 

The 5th, at 6 o'clock hi the mombg, the ahnj put itself in mo« 
tion. At two in the afternoon we perceived the Russians formed 
with their right upon Moskwa, the left upon the height on the left 
bank of the Kologha. At 1209 ttfites in advance of the left, tho 
eoem J begun to fortify a fine height, between two woods, where 
they had placed nine or ten thousand men. The Empercar having 
reconnoitered it, resolved not to lose a moment, and to cany thb po« 
sition. Orders were given to the King of Naples to pam the Ka^ 
iMigha, with the division Compans and the cavalry. Prince Po- 
niatofeky, who had marched on the right, was in a condition t* 
turn the position. At four o'clock the attack commenced. In one 
hour the redoubt was carried, with t^e cannon ; the enemy V corpa 
driven from the wood, and put to fl%ht, leaving the third part 
00 the field of battle. At seven in the evening the firing ceased. 

On the sixth, at two o'clock in the morning, the Emperor survey* 
ed the enemy's advan<Sed posts 9 the day was passed in reeonnoiter* 
log. The enemy were in a position much contracted. Their 1^ 
was weakened by the loss of the position the day before ; backed by 
a large wood, snpportdd by a fine heights crowned by a redonbty 
planted with twenty-five pieces of cannon. Two other heigbtib 
crowned with redoubts at one hundred paces fiom each other, pro^ 
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Mtted tb^far Ibe, » far as a iBr^re village, whidi the eoeniy bad d^ 
alFoyed, to^ cover the ridge with artilkry and infantry, and to ftiip- 
port the centre* The right extended behind the Ealougha, in the 
■ear of the village of Borodinov and was supported bj two fine 
heights, crowned with redoubts, and fortified with batteries. This 
poaitioo appeared strong and favourable. It was easy to manoeuvre 
and to oblige the ^oemy to evacuate it, but that would have been 
renouoeiog 6ur object, and the position was not judged sufficieutly 
atroog to render it necessary to avoid fighting. It was easy to per-* 
ceive that the redoubts were but half formed, the fosse shallow, and 
eeith^ paliisadoed nor defended with chevau^ de frise. We 
reckoned the eoemy's ibires at about one hundred and twenty or 
one hundred and thirty thousand men. Our forces were equal, but 
the superiority of our troops was not doubtful. 

On the 7th» at two o'clock in the morning, the Emperor was sur- 
rounded by the marshals in the position tiJieo the evening before. 
At lialf past five o'clock the sun rose without clouds— it had rahied 
the preceding evening. ''This b the sun of Austeditz," said the 
Emperor. Though but the month of September, it was as cold aa 
Deeember in Moravia. The army received the omen-^ibe drum 
beat and the following order of the day was read i^-* 

^'SOLPIBRSf 

** Behold the field of battle you have so much desired ! hence- 
forth victory depends on you j it is necessary to ub| it will give us 
plenty, good quarters for the winter, and a speedy return to our 
country. Behave yourselves as you did at Austerlitz, at Friedland, 
at Titepsk, at Smolenzk s and that the latest posterity may speak 
of your conduct this day with pride, that it may say of you, '^He 
was at that great battle under the walls of Moscow." 
^ At the Imperial Camp on the heights of Borodino, 
7th of Sept. 2 o'clock A. M." 

The army answered with reiterated acclamations. The ground 
on which the army stood was etrewed with the dead bodies of the 
Buflsians killed the precedmg day. 

Prince Poolatofsky, who was on the right, put himself in motion 
to turn the forest on which the enemy rested his left. The Prince 
of Eckmuhl marched on the skirt of the forests, tlie diviiioa Com* 
pans at the head. Two batteries of 60 cannon each, commanding 
the enemy's position, had been coosutiGted io the nighL At Q 
e'clock General Count Soriner, who had armed the battery on the 
right with the artillery of the reserve of the guard, commenced the 
fi^ General Pametty, with thirty pieces of cannon, put himself 
ai the head of the division Compans, (4th of the 1st ootpa) who 
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•kirted the wood, tarbiog the bead of the eoeny'g porftkn. At 
balf fast six. General conpaot was wounded, al seven the Piince 
of Eckroubl had bis hone killed. The attack advaneed ; the fflus- 
keiry commenced. Tbe Vke-Roy, who formed our Idi, attacks 
and carries the vllla||e of Borodino, which the enemy could not de» 
fend ; the village being on tbe left bank of tbe Kologba. At seven 
the Marshal Duke of fikfaiogen put himself in modon, and under 
the protection of 60 pieces of cannon which General Foucher bad 
placed the evening before against tbe enemy's centre, bore upon 
the centre. A thousand pieces of cannon spread death on all ndes. 

At eight oVIock tbe positions of tbe enemy were carried, his re- 
doubts Uken, and our artiUery crowned bis heights. The advan- 
tage of position wblcb tbe enemy's batteries had enjoyed for two 
bmirs now belonged to us. The parapets which had been ocnpled 
against us during the attack, wera now to our advantage. The 
enemy saw the battle lost, which he thought had only commenced. 
A part of hb artillery was taken ; the rest was withdrawn to his 
line in the raar. In this extremity he attempted to restore tbe 
combat, and attack with all bis masses those positions which be was 
unable to protect Three hundred pieces of French cannon placed 
on these heights, thundered upon his masses, and his soldlen died 
at the foot of those parapets which they bad raised with ao much 
labour and as a protecting rfielter. 

Tbe King of Naples, with the cavalry, made various chaigys. 
The Duke of Elchiogen covered himself with glory, and displayed 
as much intrepidity as coolness. Tbe Emperor ordered a charge 
of front, .tbe right in advance; this movement made us master of 
three parts pf the field of battle. Prince Poniatofsky fought in tbe 
woods with various success. 

There still remained to tbe enemy his redoubt to the right. Gene- 
ral Count Morand piarched thither and carried them — but at nine 
in the morning, attacked on all sides he could not maintain himself 
there. The enemy encouraged by this advantage made his. reserve 
and his last troops advance to try his fortune again. Tbe imperial 
Guards formed a part of them. He attacked our centre, which 
formed the pivot to our right. For a moment it was feared they 
might carry the village, which was burnt— the division Friant ad« 
vaoced thither— 80 pieces of French cannon immediately arrest, 
and then annihilated the enemy's columns, which stood two boun 
in close order under the chain-shot, not daring to advance, unwil- 
ling to retire, and renouncing the hope of victory. 

The King of Naples decided their uncertainty. He caused the 
4th corps of c4ivalry to make a charge, who penetrated through the 
breaches, which our cannon shot had made through the roasBCs of 
the Russians, and the squadrons of their cuirassiers— they disperMd 
•Q all sides. The General of diyisioo Count Caulinoourt^ Goves^ 
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tMt of the Emperor's Pages advanced at the head of the 5th regl- 
meot of Cuiraaaien, overthrew every thing, and entered the re* 
doubt 00 the left by its gorge. From this moment there vaa no 
hoger any uncertainty. The battle was gained. He turned upon 
the enemy the twenty-one pieces of cannon which were found in 
the redoubt Count Caolincourt, who had dldtiogulshed himself 
In this fine charge, has terminated his career. He fell dead, struck 
by a bullet«— a glorious death, worthy to be envied. 

It was two in the afternoon— the enemy had lost all hope — the 
battle was ended ; the cannonade still continued ; the enemy fought 
for retreat and safety, but no longer for victory. 

The loss of the enemy b enormous ; from twelve to thirteen thou- 
sand men and from eight to nine thousand Russian horses have 
been counted on the field of battle ; sixty pieces of cannon and five 
thousand prisoners have remained in our power. 

We have had two thousand five hundred killed, and thrice that 
number wounded. Our total loss may be estimated at ten thousand 
men ; that of the enemy at from forty to fifty thousand. Never 
was there seen such a field of battle. Out of six dead bodies there 
were five Russians to one Frenchman. Forty Russian Generals 
were killed, wounded, or taken. General Bragation was wounded. 

We have lost the General of DIvuion Montbrun, killed by a 
cannon-ball; General Caulincourt, who was sent to occupy his 
place, was killed by a shot of the same kind, an hour afterwards. 

The Generab of Brigade Compere, Piauzaoney Marrion, and 
Huart, were killed ; seven or eight Generab were wounded, the 
most of them slightly. The Prince of £ckmuhl haa received no 
injury. The French troops* covered themselves with glory, and 
displayed their great superiority to the Russian troops. 

Such, in a few words, is a sketch of the battle of Moscva, fought 
a few leagues in the rear of Mojaisk, and twenty-five leagues from 
Moscow, near the little river Moskwa. We fired sixty thousand 
canoon-fljiot, which are already replaced by the arrival of eight 
hundred Willery carts, which passed Smolenski previous to the 
battle. All the woods and villages from the field of battle to thu 
place are Covered with dead and wounded. We have found here 
two thousand killed or amputated Russians. Anumber of Generals 
and Colonels are prisoners. 

The Emperor was never exposed ; neither the foot nor horse- 
guards were engaged, or lost a single man. The viciory was 
never uncertain. Had the enemy when driven from their entrench* 
ments, not endeavoured to retake them, our loss would have been 
greater than hb ; but he destroyed hb army by keeping it from 
eight o'clock till two, under the fire of our batteries, and in obsti- 
nately attempting to regain that which was losL T)ua wu th« 
cause of hb inmieose loss. 
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Every one dbliogiuisbed hionelf. The Kiof of Naplei, and 
Duke of Ekhiogeo, were peculiarly eonspicuous. 

Tbe enlUery, and particularly that of the i^uarik. wrptaMd 
Uaelf. Tbe actions which have reodeied this day IlluitrigMa abaB 
be aude kiiowa, io detailed reports. 



ROTE Ylh^F^ Page 309.] 

BUONAPABTE'S TWENTT-NIKTH BULLETIN. 

MoUMadano, Dtc. 3, 1812. 



Tffw weather was ^ry good till the 6th November, aod tbe i 
nents of the army was executed with the greatest suoGess. Tbe 
cold weather commenced the 7th ; from that time, we have kst 
every night maoy huodveds of horses, which dted while mounted ou 
guard. Sioce our arrival at Smoleozk, we have lost maoy horses 
, beloogiog to the cavalry and artillery — The Ruanan army of Vol- 
byoie was opposed to our right. Our right quitted the line of ope- 
rations 00 Minsk, and took for it that of Warsaw. The Emperor 
was apprised at Smolensk, oo tbe 9tb, of this change in the line of 
operations, and presumed how tbe enemy, would act..— However 
difficult it appeared to him to put himself in motion in this severe 
season, the new state of things compelled him to do so. He hoped 
to arrive at MimJ[, or at least on the Berezina, before tbe enemy — 
be left Smolenzk on the 13th, the 16ih he arrived at Krasnoy. 
Tbe cold weather which commenced the 7tb, increased daily, and 
from the 14th to the 15th and 16tb, the thermometer was at 16 aod 
18 degrees below freezing. (" Reaumur,) The roads were .covered 
with ice, the horses of the cavalry, artilleiy, and baggage, perished 
every night, not by hundreds but by thousands, particolariy those 
of France and Germany. More than thirty thousand hones perish- 
ed in a few days ; our cavalry were dismounted, our artilleiy aod 
our bsggage waggons were without horses. It became necessary to 
destroy a great part of our artillery, provisions and mumtions of 
war. This army io so fine a condition the 6th was very different 
on the 14th, almost without cavalry, without artillery, and without 
waggons — we could not guard without cavalry more than a quarter 
of a ]eague-«^notwithstanding, without artillery we could not risk a 
battle or maintain a position ; we must march, not to be forced to a 
battle, which the Want of artillery and cavalry prevented in from 
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wishiog'-we must oMipy a certain space not to be turned, and that 
iritbout cavalrj which protects and unites the columns. These dif- 
ficulties, tofrether with extensive cold, rendered our situation^ dis* 
tressing. Men whom nature had not gifted witli that fortitude 
wliich places them above the frowns of fortune, appeared alarmed, 
lost their gaietj, their good humour, and saw nothing before them 
but misfortunes and catastrophes ; those whom she had created 
superior 40 every thing, preserved their gaiety and ordinary man- 
Ders, and saw a new glory in the various difficulties they had to 
surmount. 

The enemy who saw on the roads the traces of this awful calami- 
ty which attended the French army, sought to profit by it. .They 
filled up all their cohiraos with Cossacs, who carried off like the 
Arabs in the desarts, the carriages and train that were lost. This ^ 
contemptible cavalry, who make nothing but noise, and is not capa* * 
ble of breaking one company of voltigeurs, render themselves formi- 
dable by favour of circumstances. Notwithstanding the enemy had 
reason to repent of all the serious enterprizes which they undertook* 
They were beaten by the Vice-King, and lost many men. The 
Buke of Elchingen, who with three thousand men composed the 
rea^guard, and scaled the ramparts of Smoieuzk. He was sur- 
rounded and found himself in a critical situation— >he extricated him- 
self with that intrepidity which distinguishes him. After having 
kept the enemy at a distance the whole of the 8th, and constantly 
repulsed them, he made a movement at night, by the right flank, 
passed the Boresthenes, and disappointed all the calculations of the 
enemy. The 19th the enemy passed the Boresthenes at Orza and 
the Russian army fatigued after having lost many men, gave over 
this enterprize. The army of Volhy nie had marched since the 1 6th 
upon Minsk, and was going against Borisow. General Dombrof- 
sky defended the bead of the bridge of Borisow with three thou- 
sand men. 

The 23d they were attacked and forced to evacuate that position. 
The enemy then passed the Beresina marching upon Boli, tlie di- 
vision of Lambert compassing the van guard; the second corps 
commanded by the duke Reggio, who was at Teberein, had receiv- 
ed orders to advance to Borisow, to insure the passage of the Beresi- 
na. The 24th the duke of Reggio encountered the division of 
Lambert, four leagues from Borisow, attacked and beat them, made 
two hundred prisoners, took six pieces of cannon, five hundred wag- 
gons of the baggage of Volhynie's army, and drove the enemy to 
the right bank of the Beresina. General Berthier, with the fourth 
Cuirassiers, distinguished himself hf a handsome charge, the enemy 
only saved themselves by burning the bridge^ which was more than 
three hundred toises long. 

44* 



^Digitized by 



Google 






346 NOTES. 

Neycrlhpless, tbe enemy occupied all the pawaf^es of Beresioa^ 
tills river is fortj toises broad, and was filled vHh floattiii; ke, bel 
its borders were eovered witb marshea three handred toisea long, 
aod wliicb renders it a difficult obstacle to oTerGome. Tbe eoeny^s 
General placed his four divisions 10 different passes irben be sup* 
posed the French Army would attempt a pa^saii^. The 26th, at 
daj-break the Emperor after having deceived the eoemy by divers 
movements made oo the 25th, marched ai^aiiist the Tillage of Stnd* 
xiancR. and caused likewise, two|!>rid|rp8 to be throwu over the river, 
notwithstanding a division of the enemy were opposed. Tbe Bake 
of Re«[|;to passed, attacked the enemy aod kept them eogafed two 
hours. The enemy retired to the head of the bridge of Borisow, 
General Legrand, an officer of the first merit, was severely but nol 

^dangerously wounded, the army pas^d on the 26tb and 27tli. 

* The Duke of Belhine commanding the dth corps had received otden 
to follow the movement of the Duke of Reggio, to compass the rear 
guard, and to detain the Russiau army of the Dwtna which foHow- 
ed him. Tbe divisioir of Partonaux composed the rear guard of 
this corps. l,^he 27(h, at noun, the Duke of Bellune arrived with 
two divisions at the bridge of Studzianca. The division of Partoo* 
aus left Borisow at niirht ; one brigade of thisdi'^ision inhlch formed 
the rear guanl) and which was ordered to burn the bridges, set off 
at seven io the evening ; it arrived between ten and eleven o'elocfcy 
endeavoured to find its first twigade, and the General of divisioii, 
who had set out two hours before. The search was fruitless— they 
then became uneasy. All that we have been able to hear since is^ 
that this first brigade set out at five o'clock, missed their way at 
ns, took the right instead of the left aod went two or three leagues 
In that direction, that io the night, aod chilled with cold, it was 
roused by the fire of the enemy which they took for the French ar* 
my. Thus surrounded, they must have siHTeodered. This cnicl 
mistake has lost us two thousand infantry, three hundred horees and 
three pieces of artillery, it is rumoured thatthe General of thedivis;- 
lon was not with his column but bad marched oo ahead. All the 
army having passed on the morning of ihe 28th, Duke of Bellune 
guarded the head of the bridge oo the left bank, tiie Duke of Reg* 
gio with all the army were on the right bank. 

Borisow having bNeen evacuated, the armies of the Dwina and 
Volhynte communicated, they concerted an attack ; the twenty* 
eighth at day-break, the Duke of Reggio caused the Emperor to be 
informed that he was attacked ;• in half an hour afterwards tbe Duke 
of Bellune knew it on the left bank, the army was under arms. Tbe 
Duke of Elchingen went to the assistance of the Duke of Reggio, and 
the Duke of Trevise followed hitfi. The fight becatm^ brisk, the enemy 
wished to break our right. General Doumarick commanding the fifth 
divbiou of Cuirassiers and composing part of tbe 2d corps who remaich 
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adoo tiie DwiiMi ordered {icharfte of the 4th and^th of the CiriraarierB, 
^ the flMNDeBt ff heii the kgioo of tlie Vistula was eof^aged ia tlie 
woo^s to pierce the ceotre of the efiemy, which i?a$ beateo aod put 
to rout. These brave Cuirassiers surrounded successiiilly six int^ 
taliood of tofantcy and put (o rout the eoemy's cavalry, which 
came to the assistaoceof its'iufaotry ; six thousand prisooers, two 
colors and ns pieces of caiHipD fell lott) our haiuls. 

The <Uuke olf Belhioe caused the eoeany to be vigorously charged, 
made £ve or six tbousaod prisoo'ers, aod drove them out of the 
iceach of the caooon of the bridge. General Fouruier made a hand- 
some charge of the cavalry. In the batile of Bereuoa the army of 
Volhynie suffered much. The Duke of Reggio was wounded, but 
Dot dangerously, by a ball which lie received in his side— The 
morning of the 20th we remained upoa the field of battle. We had 
two routes to choose ; that of Minsk and that of Wilua. The road 
to Minsk is through a forest, aod uninhabitable marshes, aod it 
would have been impossible for the army to subsist. The road to 
Wihia, on the contrary, is through a very fine country. The ar- 
my, without cavalry, with but little ammunition, very much fatigued 
' with fifty days march, brioging after it the sick and wounded of so 
«iaBy battles, required rest. The 3atli. the head-quarters were at 
PlechiHtsi; the lat of December atSlaiki, aod the;3d, at Molodets- 
cbioo, .where the arny received the first coBvoys from Wilna. All 
the wounded elBcers and soldiers and every thing that encumbered 
MS, such as baggage, Ac. were seat to Wiloa. The result of the ex* 
position ^st made, is, that it is necessary for the army to recruit it- 
self, to re-mount the cavalry, to provide artillery, and obtain pro- 
Tisioos. Its greatest want is rest. The provisions aod hones have 
arrived. 

General Bounder has already more than twenty thousand horses 
in ibe different depots. The artillery has repaired iu loss. The 
generals, the officers and the soldiers have suffered mucji with fa- 
tigue aoid .want. Many have lost their bagy^age in consequence of 
ll^ loaa of thew lioraes-*6ome by the ambuscades of the Coss^cs. 
The Cossacs have taken many stragglers aud engineers employed io 
making drafts and wounded officers who marched without precau- 
tion preferring to rtio risk than march witli the convoys. The re- 
ports of the General officers and soldiers who have most distinguish- 
ed tlsenselyes^ in the details of these memorable events. In all his 
■ovemeots, the Emperor lias marcheil io the middle of his guards, 
the cavalry commanded by Marshal Duke of f stria, and the infan- 
try commanded by the Duke of Dantzic. His Majesty is satfefied 
with the good conduct that his guards have ^bowo— 4hey have al- 
ways been ready to fpo where circumstances required— but circum- 
stances have always beeo such, that bis simple presence has sufficed 
to inspire confidence and ensure success : 
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The Prioce of Neufebaiel, the Grand Marshal, the Grand Ma8«> 
ter of the hone, and all the aide^^f -camps and military officers of 
the household of the Emperor, have always accompanied his 
Majesty. 

ijur cavalry was so dismounted, that we could scarcely nolte the 
officers who had horses, to form four companies of 150 men each. 
The Generals performed the duties of ^captains, and the Colonels 
those of sub-officers. This squadron, commanded by General 
Grouchy, and under the direction of the Kinic of Naples, never lost 
sight of the Emperor in ail his motions. The health of his majesty 
was never better. 



NOTE VIII. [Far Page 295.] 

When General Baron Vinzini^orode, and bis idde-de-camp Capi> ' 
tain Narishkio, were made prisoners at Moscow, in violation of 
every law civil or military, Buonaparte ordered them to be brought 
before him. The comnlhud being obeyed, the French leader, swell- 
ing with rage, but with an air of triumph, addressed the Russiao 
General (who is a Hessian by birth)— '' Sir,*' cried he, '^you are a 
traitor : I shall send you back to your country to meet the fate 
your infamy merits. You should die instantly, but that I widi 
your countrymen to have the satisfaction of beholdbg such a traitor 
receive the reward of his crime." 

The Baron replied, with firmness, *^ Sir, I am no traitor, and, as 
a soldier, I never fear nor shrbk from death, let it come In what- 
ever form it may." 

** Tou, Sir,'' said Napoleon, speaking to Captain Narishkin, ^ are 
of fL brave family : I know the name well ; and I lament to see yoa 
have been taken with such a acoundrel as that" 

Soon after this conference, in which the manners of a true sans 
cuhates^ exhibited themselves under the Imperial purple, the illus- 
trious prisoners were put Together into a caUche, and forwarded, 
under an escort of gens d'armes, towards Grodno : from that place 
they were to proceed to Warsaw, and thence the Baron was to be 
dispatched to Hesse. The fiat of his enemy was to accompany 
him ; and his death would have added another to the list of inno« 
cent victims who had been treacherously taken and iQiquitouslj 
butchered by the commands of the French despot. 

The escort had reached the government of Minsk, when at the 
skirt of a wood one of the wheels which belonged to the carriage 
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In which the prnonera were, g;ave way. The Oeoeral and hii 
cooDpaoioo were both asleep at the time, but the noise awoke Cap« 
taio Narishkio, who, while looking out at the people remedy iug 
the accident, observed amidst the trees, the points of some pikes. 
He instantly aroused the General, and communicated what he had 
seen. His observation, and his consequent hop( s, were true ; for 
immediatelj some Cossacs presented themselves, and moved forward 
unobserved by the gens d'armes. 

VinzingoTode put himself forward in the carriage, and placied 
himself so that the heroes of the Doif saw his Imperial star. A. 
glance was sufficient : they charged the escort : a few minutes de- 
cided the contest ; the French took refuge in the woods ; and the 
Russian- General and his aide-de-camp were, in perfect safety, in 
the hands of Colonel Tchemicheif and hiR brave little band. 

On their arrival at the head-quarters of Count Vigtenstein, the 
Baron, together with Narishkin and other prisoners of consequence 
whom the Cossacs had set free, set off for St Petersburgh. 
* Baron Vinzingorode, who hardly believed himself liberated till 
Me was again in the track of glory, soon after rejoined the army, 
and is now commanding a large division against bis enemies on the 
Banks of the Oder. 



Having gfveo an instance of the greatness of mind with which a 
Busslan officer could reply te the domineering insolence of the 
French Ruler, I cannot refrain from adding to it one proof out ot 
many of a similar spirit ezbting amongst the lowest subjects. 

A party of French marauders entered the cottage' of a poor pea- 
sant, in search of plunder and provisions. When they had seized 
every thing dead or alive, even to the very cat, one of the brigands 
took the left hand of the honest Russian, and with a staining liquid 
marked on it the letter N. The boor seeing the figure, demanded 
what it meant ; upon which one of the soldiers, who was a Pole, 
replied, Tt is the initial of the French. Emperor, and by that 
mark you are become hu subject On hearing this the high-spirit- 
ed Russian drew his axe from his sash, and laying his arm on the 
table, in an instant, and at one blow, left the disgraced hand, cover- 
ed with blood, before the eyes of the astonished soldiery. '' There," 
cried he, '' take what bekmgs to the French Emperor, if it is his ! 
But still my heart and my body belong to my own sovereign, and 
will ever ser?e him with fidelity." 
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NOTE lyL^Far PMg4 302.] 

From mcb multitudes of the enemy beioi; made prisoBerf %f (be 
Buasinus during tlik retreat, the duty of cooductinc them ioto tbe 
interior was iraoiferred from the soldiera.to the armed peaaurtiy. 
The devaatation which the invadera bad cauted preaeatiug itself at 
every step to their cooductora, did oot teod to softea their loinda 
towards the diatretaes of their captives; aod therefore there waa not 
often ipneat pains taken to preserve them from the fatal electa of 
their aituatioo. Indeed to have afforded ade^ate camferta for ao 
▼ast a body, would have required resources which, consSderin|( the 
rapidity of the defeat, couid oot come ioto the calculation of the 
victors to prepare. The consequence was that the fatii^e of aouiicb- 
log by day, aod the cold of the oi|;hts« every hour lessened the 
number of prisoners. ISoi having room io the inhabited dwdliogs 
for them, they were usually put untO dawn ioto the half-destroyed 
out-buildings which lay in the way of their destination. And here 
hundreds would be found each morning stiffened to death by the 
aeverity of the frost. By these means nearly three parts of the 
orifrinal nnmber of prisoners miserably perished. 

Of the 25,000 fugitives who reached the opposite aide of the 
Keimen, many of them also fell into the hands of their pursuers { 
and those who did escape into Poland, were soon after aeiEcd with 
diseases incident to their sufferings, which either ottmhered tliett 
with the dead, or completely diBaUed moat of 4hem bom Sataut 
aervke. 



NOTE X.'^Refmred to in the loiter pages of the fionxrfwe.] 

Tio; twelve hundred pieces of cannon taken Iran die fVeoch, 
during these latter days of their flight from the theatre of thtir 
most iniquitous aggression, are to he erected into a mpnumcot of 
the invincible courage which repelled the outrage, aod of the fa- 
▼our of the Almighty Power which drove the invaders over the 
harriers of the Empire. 
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The celebrated Chevalier Quarinirj, the Imperial architect, 
who baa already giveo so maoj proob of bis taleots to the capital of 
Kuffiia, baa presented a design for this memorial of patriotism and 
military glory : he proposed that the whole of the captured artillery ' 
ahould be taken to Moscow, and piled np into a vast pyramid, sur- 
mounted with a brazen statue of Victory. The idea is simple 
and sujblime. 

Greatness of thouf^ht fn sifnplicity of expression is characteristic 
of the Russians. They have a m^al, which was struck by Cathe- 
rine IL ib commemoration of the battle of Tchesma. Its device 
Is the enemy's fleet on fire, and the inscription the Russian word 
which signifies ** It ira5." It has been suggested to carry the same 
impresse to the monument of French guns, which, as the remains 
of the Brand Anm^ must ever stand as a memorial of what ^ it 
was." 

The great, the pious Alexander, in acknowledgment of the 
power whence alone he derives his glory, in a ukase, dated Wilna, 
December 25th, Q. S. Issues his <^ers that the foundation-stone 
of a new church shall instantly be laid in Moscow, and that it 
shall be dedicated to Christ the Samour. He adds that he trusti^ 
it win continue n perpetual monument, to future generations, of 
the delfverance of Russia, and of the magnanimity and devotion of 
Its people. 

His Imperial Majesty likewise ordained that a patriotic oflfering 
made by the Holy Svciod should immediately be appropriated to ita 
Intended purpose. It consiated of a fund of 3,500,00(> roubles, to 
be set apart for the repaur of the cathedrals, monasteries, parish 
churches, and school-houses, which have been destroyed in the 
Kremlin, in Mt)scow, and in the other cities of the government 
where the enemy principally committed ravages. This treasure is 
ako intended to fumirfi relief to priests and preceptors, and to such 
ecclesiastical seminaries as have suffered by the invasion of the 
French. 

The glorious issue of the Rusdian campaign, even more than an- 
swered the high expectations which the patriot nation of Spain had 
formed of its termination. The sentiments of the Spanish Regency 
are so worthy of themselves, and of the noble people whose cause 
was that of all'Europe, that I cannot resist concluding this note with 
their address on the struggles and hopes of Russia, to their^bravc 
couDttymen engaged in the same contest. 
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PROCLAMATION OF THE REGENCY OF SPAIN TO 
THE SPANISH NATION. 

Spaniards ! 

The £m;>eror of Russia, AlexaoHer, a priuoe who duriog the 
few years of a peaceful rei^n, bad rendered hitmelf celebrated for 
htfl Tiriues and tbe Idol of all hearts -throuf^hout his vast donuoiooi, 
and who, from the i^PQerosity of his feeliog and liberalitj of his 
yiewa, appears to have been destined by providence to ameliprate 
the condition of the human race, could not be persuaded that a maD 
who mivht have added to hb oame the glorious title of the benefac* 
tor of oatjonR, whoso often io his wriliuj^s, iobiscooversatioo, in his per- 
sonal interviews with Alexander himself, professed to be actuated by the 
same wishf^s, ami convinced of the truth of tbe same priociplea, could* 
under these appearances, have concealed the heart of a N«ro, the 
treachery of a Tiberius, aud the ferocity of an Attilla, ^th a dispoaltioa 
to becgme the execration of all mankiud ; But bis continual viola- 
tion of treaties, his constant acts of aggression towards kings and na- 
tions, in order successively to dethrone the ooe and subjugate tbe 
other, his barbarous system of warfare in carrying robbery and devaa- 
tatiou into all parts, have at length convinced the generous and nag- 
uaolmous Alexander, that it was his duty to become tbe protector of 
liberty and civilized society not opiy in the North, but also io tbe 
South of Europe. 

It is in this I'ght that we ought to view him considering the trea- 
ties he has formed ; his alliance with Spain, bis acknowledgment 
of the Cortes, of the Constitution and of Ferdinand VII. who is to 
reign In conformity to It, are the sure guarantees of our freedom. 
Alexander, whose heart is so noble, is so elevated, and whose vir- 
tue could not even form a conception of his enemy possessing that 
depravity necessary to have plotted such dark and horribly infamooa 
perfidies as those which he has practised towards our beloved sove- 
reign, seized with indignation as the veil was torn from his eyes that 
concealed such horrid crimes and treachery, aud feeling interested 
for the firmness and heroic loyalty of the Spaniards, will doubtless 
be as constant aud unshaken in his noble undertaking to rescue 
Spain, as his faithful Russians in seconding the wishes of their mag- 
nanimous Emperor, and of sparing no sacrifice to secure the tri- 
umphs over the common enemy, and deliver humanity from the 
greatest of scourges that has ever overwhelmed the civilized world. 
The Regency will not pretend to dwell' on all the benefits that you 
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m9j reasonabty expect from the undisputed valour of the Russian 
toldiery. 

The recollectioo of the frequent humiliations which it caused to 
Frederick the Great, is not jet effaced ; nor of its rapid victories 
•o often won in Italj over the proud legions of those fickle slaves 
who theo assumed the name of Republicans* nor the dreadful lesson 
which it gave them at Eyiau and on other fields of battle, when 
having discarded that appellation, they assumed the one of burobleiB 
of tyranny. Even now do we again hear the report of its first 
exploits against the same enemies, commanded as they were then 
In Poland, by the mad-man who wishes to be thought invincible. 

If in the history of national emigrations we should seek for rea- 
tons to account for the resemblance of character between the Riia- 
nans and the Spaniards we might assign some very probable causes, 
but what it imports us to know, is that the Russian, like tlie 
Spaniard, is firm and religious ; that he posMsses a sprightliness of 
character superior to (hat of other northern nations of Europe, and 
that governed and conducted by a Prince as great as Alexander, he 
vill continue luishakeu in the noble enterprise of opposing the 
common enemy, of pursuing him and iconsolidatiog our liberty and 
«Mir glory< On our part tiS^ efforts and sacrifices which remain 
fcr us to make will not be iuferior to those which we have already 
made with such firmness and for so long a time that they have at 
length produced the triumphs of our allies and the period of our 
hoipeB* 

(Signed) Ttts Duke Ds L'iMiANtAjxi, 

Preridnd* 

CoHm, S^tembiT 1^ 1812. 
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NOTE Xt 



Ths followtoir military returoB are selected from a number of 
fibers equally prorfofr the severe lones which the Freoch army 
tuftaioed id its Northern caropaigo. The orixinal docnmeDts 
were never intended by Napoleon for the public eye, hut were takeo 
vith other papers by Count Vigteostein^s cavah7 after having 
driven the fugitives acreiss the Neimen. 
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Thus theie four regioeDti 
«D quittiog SmoleoKk had {ure- Oo 

mm UDderama: 

Officen. Men. 
4th regt. - 20 - 252 - - • 
5lh regu • 27 - 470 • - - 
Ml reg^. - 31 - 300 - • - 
4th regt V. 32 - 427 - - - 

Total 110 1,440 Total 60 73 

Id to abort a period the ioas to this unaU part of the army amoaot- 
ed io officen to fiftj, and io DDea to 1,376. 

Bj the aboTe docnmeDt we we hov greatlj Napoleoo's private 
iccouots differed from hb pjublic reports; aod how very wide the 
latter were from the fact, k now geoerallj kaown in the present 
■eat of war. 

Tn the 15th ouadber of a periodical work published at St Pe- 
lenbargh» entitled <' Sons oC their Country," we find an entertain- 
ing estioiate of the Russian and French losses, during the late cam* 
paigtt : the following result Is drawn fiom twenty-nine of the French 
Bulletins. 

^ According to Napokoo, the loss of the Russians amounted to 
40,520 killed; 70,810 wounded; and 67,260 made prisoners: 
Baking a toUl of 178,607 men, besides 82 Generals, 1157 ^eces 
•T cannon, and two standards. 

The loss of the French, on the contrary, consisted but of 1,108 
killed ; 18,317 wounded ; and 3,170 taken prisoners; amountiog 
altogether to 27,685 men; it lost bIbki, 33 Oeoierals, 115 cannon, 
30,000 horses, and 2,138 empty ammunitioii waggons. We must 
recollect that Napoleon was generally acknowledged to have enter- 
ed Russia with 480,000 men ; deducting tlie above-mentioned loss 
of 27,685, there remains 452,315 ;— -by supposing that about 
20,000 men had the good fortune to reach Berlin, T|iom, Dantnc 
and other places, what has become of the remaining 432,915 men ? 
Thanks to the abk disporitions of their Great CapUttn^ they are all 
starved to death, either by cold or hunger ! 

"* Yet further ;— Napoleon brought with biro, at least 1200 pie- 
ces of artillery ; by adding to them the 1157 which he professes to 
have taken from the Russians, he must have had altqgether 2357 : 
he owns however that be lost 1 1 5 ; pray may we not ask what he has 
done with the other 2242 ? Very likely they are to be fimnd m 
the grand depot of 67,260 Russian prisoners ; (not ten thousand of 
which have been seen to cross Germany) that is to say— ^'ii ike Bftir 
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A NARRATIVE 

OF THE EVENTS WHICH FOLLOWED BONAPARTE's 

CAMPAIGN IN RUSSIA TO THE PERIOD OF 

HIS DETHRONEMENT. 



At the termioation of the year 1812, the power 
of Napoleon Bonaparte had received the shock 
from which it never recovered. The destructioa 
of human life in that memorable year is unparal* 
leled in the records of our globe. The havoc and 
suffering in the south of Europe, though in thei»- 
selves enormous, are lost, and the whole attention 
of the observer is occupied by the cotempora- 
neous events, so stupendous in magnitude and 
character, so momentous in their consequences^ 
which were passing in the north. 

We have seen the vanquished emperor desert* 
ifig the wreck of his mighty host, and flying recre- 
ant toward his capital; while the victor, from 
Wilna, on the first day of the ensuing year, issues 
bis congratulations to bis triumphant armies and 
subjects rescued from a foreign master. But stiU 
iquch was to be done; anci the events which fot 
lowed the campaign in Russia are no less worthy 
the pen of the historian and the admiration of 
mankind* The intention of the present writer is 
to give a brief chronological narrative of the im- ' 
portant transactions in the north of Europe and 



Digitized by 



Google 



ih France, which terminated in the abdication of 
the French Emperor. 

The fii-st public act of Napoleon Bonaparte after 
his return to Paria, is his address to the deputies of 
the legislative body of the euipire. He tells them> 
with rather a greater mixture of truth than the 
rulers of Europe usually display in their commu- 
nications to their subjects and the world, that he 
has met with great reverses of fortune, and sustain- 
ed severe losses ; he asserts that •* the French dy- 
nasty will .reign in Spain," and " the Russians re- 
enter their frightful climate :" he announces his 
satisfaction with the conduct of all his allies, and 
his determination to defend them; he calls upon 
his people to make every sacrifice rather than sub-' 
mit to a bad peace, which would cause the loss of 
" all, even of hope ;'* and concludes by saying, "I 
have need of great resources to meet the expenses 
which circumstances exact, but notwithstanding the 
different means which my minister of finance will 
propose to you, I hope not to impose any new bur- 
dens on my people.'^ 

While Napoleon was assuring his people of his 
confidence in his allies, those allies were taking 
measures to make their peace with the conqueror, 
and to secure a portion of the spoil which a con- 
tinuation of the war against France promised. 
The King of Prussia was the first to reconcile him- 
self to Alexander the liberator, who cut asunder 
the bonds which united him to France, and en- 
gaged with the same sword to defend him from the 
vengeance of Napoleon. The monarchs of Russia 
and Prussia agreed to unite their late hoslile legions 
against their brother of France, and the Prussian 
Ambassador, M. the Baron de Krusemarck, made 
known this league, ofienftive and defensive, to the 
French court on the 27th of March, 1813. 
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The Prussian manifesto is long, enumerates isany 
subjects of complaint, as is usual on these occa- 
sions, and concludes with this paragraph : " Tn such 
a state of things, it could not long remain doubtful 
what part the king should take. For years past he 
Lad sacrificed every thing to the preservation of 
his political existence ; now France herself puts at 
hazard this existence, and does nothing to protect it. 
Russia has the power to aggravate his misfortunes, 
and yet generously offers to defend him. The 
king cannot hesitate. Faithful to his principles 
and his duties, he joins his aiins to those of the 
I Emperor Alexander, changing His system without 
changing his object. He hopes by breaking with 
France, and attaching himself to Russia, to obtain 
by an honourable peace, or by the strength of his 
arms, the sole object of his wishes, the independ- 
ence of his people, the benefits which result from 
it, and the inheritance of his fathers, the one half 
fftf which has been wrested from him. The king 
will adhere with all his power to all the proposi* 
tions confomied to the common interest of the 
sovereigns of Europe. He ardently desires that 
they may produce a state of things in which trea- 
ties shall be no longer mere truces, in which power 
may become the guarantee of justice, and every 
one, confining himself to his natural rights, may be 
no longer tormented in all the points of his exist- 
ence by the abuse of force." 
. There is certainly much truth and wisdom in 
this paragraph, containing a profound political les- 
son to rulers and people ; and the desires of his 
Prussian majesty are most natural to a little despot 
like himself, surrounded by great ones. 

The Duke of Bassano, on the Jst of April, 1813, 
answered the Prussian manifesto in a style of bit^ 
terness the more caustic fron) its constant recur- 
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rence to facts. He begins, '^ Prussia solicited and 
concluded an alliance with France in 1812, because 
the French armies were nearer the Prussian states 
than the Russian armies weie. Prussia declares in 
181 3 that she violates her treaties, because the Rus- 
sian armies are liearer her states than the French ar- 
mies are ;" aad then proceeds to take a retrospec- 
tive view of the fluctuating conduct of the King of 
Prussia from 1792 to the present time, concluding 
with threats of chastisement. 

In the mean time, the then pretender to the 
throne of France, residing at Hartwell, in England, 
with great political wisdom, under the tiUe of 
Louis XVI 11. issued an address to "Aw oppressed 
subjects/' In this paper Louis acknowledges his 
inability, and pretends that he has no inclination 
to obtain the throne of France but through the 
wishes of the people. He reiterates assurances 
formerly made, that the administrative and judicial 
bodies shall be maintained; that those holding 
places shall retain them; that all prosecutions for 
acts committed since the revolution shall be pro- 
hibited ; that the present code of laws shall be 
continued ; that the present holders of lands shall 
be unmolested ; that the organization of the armf 
in all its grades shall be maintained, and the con* 
scription abolished. 

Bernadotte, who, under the title of Crown 
Prince, is the actual monarch of Sweden, though 
elected to this dignity by the intrigues of Bona- 
parte, seems to have acted exclusively for the b^ 
nefitof himself and the people over whom he bad 
become the ruler. Foreseeing the danger to Swe- 
den from the power of Russia, he is supposed to 
have aided Russia secretly, by his advice, against 
France, and it has even been asserted tihat the Rus- 
sian plan of the last great campaiga was suggested 
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by bim ; he, however, in the name of Charles XIII. 
now openly broke terms with his former master, 
and prepared to march the Swedish conscripts (for 
the French system of conscription was fully es- 
tablished in Sweden) to the aid of the Russian 
autocrat By a treaty signed in the names of the 
Kings of Great Britain and Sweden, at Stockholm, 
on the 3d of March, 181S, Sweden engages to send 
thirty thousand men under Bernadotte to operate 
lu Germany against France; England on her part 
assenting to the annexation of Norway to the crown 
of Sweden, Russia having, by a previous treaty, 
agreed to give that country, belonging to Denmark, 
to Sweden, and to conquer it for her if necessary. 
]England likewise engages to pay Sweden one mil- 
lion sterling, and give her the Island of Guada- 
loupe. 

Thill the despot of France saw the coalition 
against him strengthening daily in consequence of 
bis Russian defeats and disasters; but he on his 
part was not. inactive in calling forth the mighty 
resources of the great nation over which he ruled 
with a rod of iron. The plans adopted by the 
French government put at the disposal of the em- 
peror an army of four hundred thousand men for 
the Elbe, and two hundred thousand on the Rhine, 
beside filling up the armies of Italy and Spain. 

The report of the minister of exterior relations 
to the emperor and king, when speaking of Prus- 
sia, says, " the defection of General D'Yorck 
called the enemy into the states of the King of 
Prusda, and compelled our armies to evacuate the 
Vistula and proceed to the Oder. Prussia, to dis- 
guise hear intentions, offered to furnish a new con- 
tingency. She had in Silesia, and on this side the 
Oder, a sufficient number of troops already formed, 
and of cavalry which would have been so useful 
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iR Opposing the light troops of the enehay. But 
she bad decided not to keep her promise. The 
king abandoned a residence in which h^ was coyeri* 
ed by the Qder to go into an open city in order to 
hail the approach of the enemy. Hardly had he 
arrived at Breslaw, before General Bulow, imita- 
ting the treason of General D'Yorck, opened his 
lines to the Russian light troops, and facilitated 
their passage of the Oder. The king at length 
threw off the mask, and by three successive ordi- 
nances called to arms first the young men rich 
enough to equip themseiyes, then the whole of the 
youth from seventeen to twenty-four years of age, 
and last the men above that age." 

In fact, the Russian armies had advanced with 
little opposition, had taken possession of Warsaw 
on the 8th of February, and marched as friends 
into Berlin on the 4th of March. The Hanove- 
rians had displayed the British colours, and Ham- 
burg had received the Russian troops with accla- 
mations, and proclaimed its ancient government, 
under assurances of protection from the £mperor 
Alexander. 

In April the Russian armies had been augment- 
ed to three hundred and fifty-eight thousand men; 
beside which Count Tolstoy had crossed the 
Niemen with reinforcements of one hundred 
thousand men, principally Cossacks. The ad- 
vanced corps d^armee of the Swedes had arrived 
on the Elbe from Pomerania, and were to be fol* 
lowed by twenty-five thousand men under the im- 
mediate command of the Crown Prince Bernadotte. 
The Prussian army, under the conmiand of the 
celebrated Blucher, had advanced into the vici- 
nity of Erfurth. 

On the 5th of April the Russians and Prussians, 
who had so lately met at the point of the bayonet, 
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and inflicted on each other all the miseries of glor- 
nous war, were arranged in perfect harmony under 
the orders of Count Wiltgenstein, and opposed to 
the French under the Viceroy of Italy. The 
French corps d^annie was composed of four divi- 
sions, amounting to about twenty-two thousand 
men ; and had been plundering the country around 
Magdeburg, on the right bank of the Elbe. 
Wittgenstein resolved to attack them. He for 
that purpose concentrated the corps of Generals 
D' Yorck and Yon Berg near Zerbst, and fixed his 
headquarters at that place. Generals Yon Borstel 
and Yon Bulow were pushed on from Ziesar with 
orders to attack the enemy on the 5th when they 
should hear the commencement of the cannonading. 
On the morning of the Sth of April General 
D'Yorck*s corps adyanced to Leitzkau, and Ge- 
neral Yon Berg's to Ladeberg. General Yon 
Borstel had advanced toward Mockern> and Gene- 
ral Yon Bulow to flohenziatz. It was late in the 
a^rnoon before the van guard of D' Yorck came 
up with the French at Danighow, and the different 
corps of the allies soon after commenced their 
attacks upon Beauharnois' army at every pointy 
and ^ith a great superiority of numbers. The 
French fought with their usual valour until dark, 
and then retreated, with a loss of near two thousand 
men killed and wounded. Wittgenstein by this 
victory supposed that he had prevented an attempt 
upon Berlin. 

About this time (April 3d) the Emperor of Rus^ 
sia, in a proclamation addressed to the Germans, 
and signed ^^ Prince Koutus^ff Smolensk," declares 
the intention of Russia and Prussia to reduce 
France to her ancient limits, and restore liberty 
and independence to the princes and nations, of 
Germany. 
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The Emperr^r Napoleon having appointed bis 
consort Regent of France, and made every other 
necessary disposition for what he would call the 
security and ^ory of the empire, left Paris to take 
command of the numerous hosts which, as if bj 
supernatural power, had been a^^sembled and array- 
ed in hostile opposition to the late conquerora of 
the armies of France, Austria, and Prussia. On 
the 24th of April Napoleon left. Mayence, Upon 
his joining the army every thing announced his in- 
tention to act on the offensive. In consequence of 
these appearances the combined Russian and Prus- 
sian armies had been united between Leipsic and 
Altenburg, a position highly advantageous in all 
cases either of attack or defence. The French, 
having concentrated their forces, were debouching 
by Mersehurg and Weissenfels, at the same time 
that a considerable corps under Lauriston was 
sent on toward Leipsic, which appeared to be the 
main obfecl of operation; this movement detei>- 
mined Count Wittgenstein to make the attack 
when it would be out of the power of Lauriston's 
corps to cooperate with the main army. 

Marshal Prince Koutusoff Smolensk had been 
left ill on the march at Buntzleau, where he died; 
but his death was not published. Count Wittgen- 
stein, who had virtually commanded the allied 
forces, was now appointed commander in chief. 
The battle of the 2d May commenced by the attack 
of Beauharnois upon the village of Listenau, and 
the bridges in front of Leipsic. While Nupoleon 
was waiting the result of this attack with the inten^ 
tion to move on Leippic, Wittgenstein, following 
his plan of operations, attacked the centre of the 
French armv at the village of Gross-Gorchen. 
Generals D'Vorck and Blucher commanded this 
attack, which appears (o have been uqexpected by 
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the French, and made with an overwhelming forced 
The battle became general, but was hottest at the 
central point, \the village of Gross-Groschen, which 
Was taken and retaken, at the point of the bayonet, 
six several times with immense slaughter. The 
French centre, repeaitedly broken, was at length sup* 
ported by the troops which had moved on Leipsic, 
who made an attack on the right of the allies which 
was irresistible. To oppose this corps, the whole 
cavalry of the allied army were ordered from the 
left, where they had been employed with alternate 
success and repulse in charges upon the French 
columns of infantry, and were intended for 
a combined charge upon the French left: great 
expectations were raised of complete success from 
jlhis manoeuvre, but darkness intervened before the 
cavalry could be brought into action. The next 
jmorning the allies were prepared to renew the 
battle^ but the French were already in march 
toward Leipsic,the object of their first movements, 
and the allies did not deem it expedient to follow 
them. As far as can be judged from the statements 
of both parties, twenty thousand men were killed 
and wounded on this day of slaughter, and each 
party announced a glorious victory obtained by 
himself. The sequel, however, proves that the 
advantage was with the French : the allies occu* 
pied the point of their attack, and their adversary 
possessed and moved forward upon his ; the loss on 
each side was probably about equal. This battle 
lias been denominated the battle of Lutzen. 

On the 6th of May, General Wittgenstein had 
placed his army between the Elbe and the Elster, 
with the command of several of the bridges over 
the Elbe. 

Hamburgh, notwithstanding the power and the 
assurances of protection made by her Russian de« 
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liverer, was again doomed to experience the mi- 
series of foreign domination. A body of Swedish 
forces had been thrown into the city for its defence, 
but upon the approach of an army of Danes and 
French under General Bruyere, the Swedes re- 
tired, and the cily again became subject to the 
FVench despot. The city was laid under a contri- 
bution of forty-eight millions of francs^ among 
other modes of punishment for having rejoiced at 
its liberation from its gracious master, and fo^ 
having taken measures to insure its freedom. 

The allied armies, after the battle of Lutzen, 
appear to have made successive retrograde move*' 
ments, until they had chosen an exceedingly strong 
position in advance of Wurtchen and Hochkirk, a 
place celebrated in the history of the seven years 
war, where they concentrated a force of from on^ 
hundred and fifty to one hundred and sixty thou- 
sand men, and strengthened themselves by erery 
means which the art of defence could suggest. 

Oo the 1 0th of May the French army passed 
the Elbe. On the 15th it took up its position in 
front of the allies at Bautzen. On the 1 9th the 
French emperor arrived from Dresden at his camp 
neac- Bautzen, and immediately reconnoitered the 
enemy's position, and formed his plan of attack. 

On this same day a corps of the French under 
Lauriston, which was advancing to join the main 
army, were met and partially defeated by the 
corps of D'Yorck and Barclay de Tolly. The 
allies claimed a victory with the acquisition of ten 
pieces of cannon and one thousand five hundred 
prisoners ; but the afiair does not appear to have 
been sufficient to disconcert Bonaparte's intended 
attack upon the lines of the allied armies, which 
took place on the morning of the 20th. 
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The right of the allied armies was supported by 
moutitains covered by woods. Bautzen contained 
their centre ; this town having been covered with 
redoubts. The left of the allies leaned upon for- 
tified rising grounds which defended the debouches 
from the river Spree, All their front was covered 
by the Spree. They bad a second fortified posi- 
tion in the rear of the first; the left in front of the 
Tillage of Hochkirk ; the centre covered by three 
intrenched villages and some marshes; and their 
right by rising (pounds and intrenchments. 

Marshal Oudmot, Duke of Reggio, commanded 
the right of the French army» leaning upon the 
mountains to the left of the Spree, and separated 
from the left of the allies by a valley and the river ; 
Marshal McDonald, Duke of Tarentum^ command* 
ed before Bautzen on the Dresden road ; Marshal 
Marmont, Duke of Ragusa, was upon the left of 
Bautzen» opposite the village of Niemenschutz: 
to the left of Marmont, General, Bertraad com* 
manded a corps intended to debowhe from Jaselitz 
upon the right of the allies. Marshal Ney, Prince 
of Moskwa» General Lauriston, and General 
Regnier were at Hoyerswerda, thrown out of the 
line, into the rear of the French army by the battle 
of the 19th. 

From the heights near Bautzen, Napoleon di- 
rected the battle. He ordered Oudinot to pass the 
Spree and attack the mountains which supported 
the left of the allies. Marshal McDonald was di- 
rected to throw a bridge over the Spree between 
Bautzen and the mountains. Marmont was order- 
ed to throw another over a turn which that river 
takes to the left of Bautzen. Marshal Soult, Duke 
of Dalmatia> to whom the command of the centre 
was given, had orders to pass the Spree and attack 
the right of the combined armies ; whilst Ney, ^ 
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LauruAon, and Regnier were ordered to pudi fov* 
ward on Klix, pass the Spree, turn the right of the 
allies, and establish themselves from Wurtehea to 
Weissenburg. 

About noon on the 20th the battle began by can- 
nonading. Marshals McDonald and Maraiont 
crossed the Spree, and the latter, after a severe con- 
test, gained possession of the heights and works op- 
Sosed to him, A French division under general 
ompans, after a severe struggle of six hours,^ gain- 
ed the occupation of Bautzen* At seven in the 
evening the French had gained several points of 
the fu*st position of the allies, and with advantages 
which more than compensated in a hero's mmd 
the immense loss of men, stood ready to renew the 
attack on the return of day. At five in the morn- 
ing of the 2l8t the Emperor of the French, having 
taken his stand on the heights in. advance of Baut- 
zen, Marshals Oudinot and McDonald were direct^ 
ed to attack the left of the allies, and by keeinng 
up a continued discharge of cannon and musketry 
thereby hide the. real point of attack* Marshal 
Mortier, Duke of Treviso, kept up a cannonade in 
front of the centre of the allies ; while Ney, who 
had in the manoBuvres of the preceding day been 
separated from the main army by a part of the 
right of the allies, now attacked and beat his op- 
ponents at the village of Klix and advanced fight- 
ing to Preiletz. . This village was carried by his 
troops ; but tlie reserve of the allies advancing, 
tiie French were beaten back again with slaugh- 
ter. About noon Marshal Soult, who led the cen- 
tre, debauched ; but Count Wittgenstein directing his 
greatest efforts against this point, repulsed the at- 
tack of the centre of the French with loss. At 
this moment Bonaparte led the guards, the divi- 
sions of Maubourg, and a powerful artillery, to 
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the attack of the rij^ht of the allies commanded 
by the veteran Blucber, and by this movement 
decided the bloody contest in favour of the 
French arms. The alli^ were obliged to unco* 
ver their right to meet this new attack, and Mar- 
shal Ney, taking advantage of the circumstance, 
regained the ground he had lost, carried by as- 
sault the village of Preislg, and pushed on to 
Wurtcher. Bonaparte having turned the right of 
the allies, they were obliged to retreat, and left 
the field of battle covered with the mingled wound- 
ed, dying, and dead, in the possession of the 
French army. During the whole night the allied 
armies continued their retreat, and by four o'clock 
in the morning of the 22d the French commenc- 
ed the pursuit. 

The allies made a stand at Reichenbach, and 
were again attacked, and again obliged to retreat. 
The battle was again bloody and obstinate. The 
French brought into action all their cavalry. Ge- 
neral Regnier with the Saxon corps gained the 
heights beyond Rettenbach, and pursued their ad- 
versaries as far as Hottendorf. The French army 
rested near Gorlitz, the allies continuing to retreat 
in the direction of Schweidnitz. 
y Thus the 19th, 20th, 21st, and 22d of May pre-. 
sented a succession of carnage in four successive 
battles fought by at least 300,000 of the finest 
troops in the world. The killed and wounded were 
horribly great on both sides. Of the losses on ei- 
ther part we can make no accurate estimate ; but 
some idea may be formed of the slaughter and-suf* 
feringby the French statement, that the allies lost 
in wounded alone 28,000 men, of whom 10,000 
were left on the field. The French acknowledged 
a loss of 12,000 killed and* wounded ; which pro- 
bably may be doubled, and not equal the carnage 
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of these four bloody days. Sereral is^eneral offi- 
cers were killed, anions whom general Kirgener^ 
and Marshal Duroc, duke of Friuli, were destroy- 
ed by the same cannon ball. 

On the 4th of June an armistice was signed, to 
continue from that time to the 20th of July* This 
was preceded by the arrival of count SbouTaloff 
and the Prussian general Kliest at the head quar- 
ters of the victonous Emperor, where they had a 
conference of many hours. It was stipulated that 
the allies should, during the aboye-mentioned time, 
remain in East Prussia, and the French in Saxony 
and Silesia, having the privilege to provision the 
garrisons of Dantiic, Stetten, Custrin, Molsk, Src 
every five dayiS, with a free use of a French league 
of ground in the rear of each. A corps of the al* 
lies that blockaded Magdeburg was removed. The 
principal privileg^e gained by &e allies was exemp- 
tion from attack in their weakened condition. 

The events and termination of this short cam* 
paign of one month, were subjects of astonbhment 
to the civilized world ; and various and strong were 
the hopes and fears of mankind during the n^o- 
tiations for which this armistice gave time. The 
Prussian government made public declaration that 
the time gained should be employed in prepara- 
tions for securing its independence. The govern- 
or of tbe country between the Vistula and the 
Russian frontier, calmed the minds of the people 
by assurances that the armistice would not termi- 
nate in peace, and the crown prince of Sweden 
took a position with an army of 70,000 men on 
the lower Elbe, to be ready for the recommence- 
ment of hostilities- Notwithstanding these war- 
like appearances a congress of plenipotentiaries 
met at Prague, and negotiations for a peace were 
carried on formally under tbe mediation of the 
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emperor of Austria, by whose interference the 
armistice was extended to the 1 0th of August 

On the 1 4th of August the emperor of Austria 
published a manifesto, in which he announces the 
failure of the negotiations at Prague, and charges 
his son4n-]aw, Napoleon, with being the cause. He 
announces as a consequence, his joining the league 
against France, that being the only mode left him 
of preserving his independence, and procuring 
peace for Europe. 

Thus the war was renewed, and the power of 
Austria not only withdrawn from Napoleon, but 
set in array against him — a power stated at 150,000 
soldiers. The total force in arms of the allies was 
said to be 477,000, exclusive of 70 or 80,000 
Swedes under the command of Bernadotte* All 
these mighty armies were under the command of 
men who had learned the most approved mode of 
warfare, either by fighting against or under the or- 
ders of Bonaparte. 

Hostilities recommenced by an attack upon a 
position of the allied army in front of Lauenburgh, 
which Marshal Davoust, with a superior force of 
French and Danes, carried at the point of the ba- 
yonet The allies on their part recommenced the 
bombardment of Stetten. 

The French having concentrated an army of 
80,000 men in the environs of Beyrutb, under 
Marshal Oudinot, made a movement on the 21st of 
August which threatened Berlin. They advanced 
by the way of Trebbin, and forced all the posi- 
tions of the allies, until they occupied the country 
between Mittenwalde and the Soare. On (he 23d 
general Bertrand debouched upon the Prussian 
corps of Tauenzein, but was repulsed ; but another 
part of the French army carried the village of 
Gross JBeren, and the whole advanced upon Ahren^ 
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dorf. The action was renewed by an' attempt of 
(he allies to regain Gross Beren. A division of the 
French array having threatened the Tillage of 
Ruhldsdorf, Bemadotte sent a force to take them 
in flank, which decided the day in favour of the 
allies, who took 26 cannon, ],500 prisoners, beside 
baggage and ammunition. 

It appears that the plan of the allies for openp 
ing this second campaign of 1813, was to advance 
from Bohemia by the passes into Saxony, and com- 
inence offensive operations in flank and rear of 
their enemy, should he maintain his positions in 
Lusatia and on the right bank of the Elbe. While 
the main Russian army under Barclay De Tolly, 
including the corps of Wittgenstein and Milarado- 
vitch, the Prussian corps of Kleist, and the whole 
of the Austrian array were to act offensively^ under 
the chief command of Prince Schwartzenburgb. 
General Blucher with a corps ^axmeey composed of 
a division of Prussians under general D'York, 
with two Russian divisions, were to move from Si- 
lesia on Lusatia, and threaten the front of the 
French army. 

In conformity with this plan, Blucher advanced 
in three columns on the 20th of August, the French 
withdrawing their posts before him; but on the 
21st Bonaparte advanced upon the allies at Bunfs- 
lau, Louenburg, and Laun, attacked, and after an 
obstinate contest, forced the Prussian veteran to 
retreat with a loss of upwards of 2000 men. The 
grand army of the allies was at the same time pass- 
ing the frontiers of Bohemia and Saxony ; the co- 
lumns of Wittgenstein and Kliest by the passes of 
Peterswalde, and the Austrians by Kpmotau. On 
the 22d Wittgenstein's corps fell in with a portion 
of the French army under general St. Cyr, and af^, 
ter a sharp action, drove this.corps of 1 d,000 men 
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%ith condderable loss into Konigstein and the et)5 
trenched works near Dresden. The other corps 
of the French arniy retreated before the allies to 
the same point. The allies now pressed forward 
on every side, and encircled Dresden. On the 26th 
of August the advanced guards of the Russians* 
Prussians, and Austrians encamped upon the 
heights above Dresden, and on the 27th the French 
abandoned all the ground in advance of the city* 
and withdrew into the suburbs and their different 
works, 'rtese movements were not unaccompa- 
nied by losses of life on either part, in actions of mi- 
nor importance, but which in other wars might have 
been deemed battles, and recorded for the gallant- 
ry displayed, and the slaughter inflicted ; but now 
the conflicts of armies, in which thousands are en- 
gaged, or even thousands slain, sink into insignifi* 
cance, in comparison with the great days of con- 
flict in which hundreds of thousands were engaged 
in deeds of death, and the victims of ambition by 
tens of thousands lay mangled with wounds in min- 
gled heaps of dead and dying, on the horrible fields 
of their contention. 

The 27th of August is memorable in the records 
even of this war. The French had scarcely retir- 
ed to their posts in and around Dresden, when the 
allied armies, as if with an intent of terminating 
the war by the destruction of Bonaparte and his 
legions, made a combined attack upon all the 
French works. At four o'clock in the aflernoon 
the troops moved to the assault. A tremendous can- 
nonade from all the artillery of the allied armies 
began the operations of destruction, and was an- 
swered by an equal and more destructive discharge 
of cannon upon the unsheltered and advancing a»^ 
siulants. On all sides the troops of Russia, Prus- 
sia, and Austria^ closed upon the works of the 
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French, and in several places with urmTailing va- 
lour stormed the redoubts literally in the cannon's 
mouth. The Austrians gained one redoubt of 
eight guns not above sixty yards from tbe main 
nail, but the French only quitted it for a shelter 
behind other works from whence they mowed 
down their enemies, themselves in security. The 
artillery of the allies made no impression upon 
the walls of the city, and the troops were exposed 
to an unavailing slaughter, where there were no 
breaches to facilitate their attacks, and where they 
w ere exposed to the fire of an enemy whom they 
could not reach. Bonaparte seeing bis assailants 
completely checked, ordered a sortie of 34>,pOO of 
bis guards; and it required all the skill of the al- 
lied generals to withdraw their troops from the 
comlmt. Prince Maurice of Lichtenstein sustain- 
ed the attack of the guards, and prevented the re- 
treat from becoming a rout. The allied armies re- 
gained their encampments, leaving many thousands 
of their best troops dead and dying on the field. 

The French Emperor, who had entered Dresden 
immediately after the victory he bad obtained over 
Blucher, aud Justin time to direct these important 
operations, determined upon following up the re- 
pulse of the allies by an attack upon their encamp- 
ments tbe next day. The ti'oops who had made the 
sortie of the 27th remained upon the field, and on 
the morning ot the 28th Bonaparte marched his 
whole army to the attack. 

The allies occupied a very extended position 
on the heights surrounding the city of Dresden, 
and although to assault an army in its camp which 
the day before bad been considered strong enough 
to carry tbe redoubts and walls of a city defend- 
ed by iSOyiKH) men, or, perhaps, more, was an ar- 
duous undertaking, yet the French commander 
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knew that h^ had the advantage of directing troops, 
triumphing in the success of the preceding day, 
who if checked could retire to the shelter of the 
Famparts lined with cannon which supported their 
rear. The day was hazy with a great fall of rain, 
and the battle was principally maintained by the 
artillery of both armies and by frequent charges 
of cavalry. 

Towards the middle of the day a catastrophe 
occurred wiuch awakened more than ordinary sen- 
sibility and regret throughout the allied army : 
General Moreau, whilst m earnest conversation 
with the Emperor of Russia, on the operations of 
th,e day, had both his legs carried off by a cannon 
shot, the ball going through his horse. This dis- 
tinguished warrior had quitted his retirement in . 
the United States, in consequence of a previous 
arrangement with the allied monarchs, and had ac- 
cepted the commission of Major General from the 
Emperor of Russia, and acted as chief of the staff 
of the allied armies. It has been supposed, in ad- 
dition to the weight which his name and talents 
threw into the common cause of Europe, that it 
was expected that the French armies might be in* 
duced to rally round him in case of any reverse of 
fortune on the part^f Napoleon, and that Moreau, 
the former favourite general of France, would be 
the champion and restorer of tlie BourboDs. If 
such were the plans of the allies they were frustra- 
ted by a random cannon ball ; for after suffering 
all the torture of a double amputation, General Mo- 
reau expired during the retreat which followed 
the battle of Dresden. 

Bonaparte perceiving that the left wing of the 
allies, composed of Austrians, was in some measure 
{separated from the main army by the intersection 
of the valley of Plauep, ordered Murat to fall up- 
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on it with a great force, and seconded him by othcf 
able manoeuvres. The attack succeeded so far as tc^ 
throw the enemy into confusion, and make many 
thousand prisoners. The allies, perceiving that the 
French Emperor had pushed a large body of force* 
across the Elbe at Koningstein and Pina, to pos- 
sess himself of the passes in their rear, and having 
suffered severely by the actions of these two bloody 
days, began their retreat in the evening of the 28th. 
The French claim on this day, with propriety, a 
victory, but their boasts of taking 30,000 prisoners, 
60 cannon and 40 pair of colours are in the usual 
style of European official despatches, where exag- 
geration of the enemy's losses, and careful conceal- 
ment of their own disasters, appear to be the maia 
object of the writers. By the subsequent events^ 
the oljserver is enabled in some measure to sepa« 
rate truth from falsehood. 

General Vandamme had the command of the 
troops which Bonaparte had pushed forward upon 
the great road of Peterswaicte to embarrass the re- 
treat of the allied armies. This movement caused 
another sanguinary battle on the 29th of August 
The Russian column under Count Osterman, who 
was to return by the pass of Osterwalde, found 
Vandamme in possession of the pass in the moun- 
tains, and most gallantly forced their way through 
with the bayonet. The Russian guards, under the 
Grand Duke Constantine, came to their support^ 
and though the French repeatedly returned to the 
charge they were kept in check the whole day and 
their plan evidently frustrated. The allies ac- 
knowledge, however, on this occasion, a loss of 
3000 men, and suppose the French loss at least 
double. 

The allied armies found themselves under the 
Mecessity of making a more general attack on the 
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30tb, upon that division of the French army which 
had been engaged the preceding day, not only to 
jfive time for those columns of the army to fall 
back which were retiring upon Ihe Altenberg 
and Dippoldswalde road, but to extricate the Prus- 
sian corps of General Kleist, whiph had not disen- 
Sfaged itself from the mountains. A great propor- 
tion of the artillery train and baggage of the allied 
array had not yet got clear of the mountains when 
the French appeared at Hollendorf and Kulm, 
about three German miles from Toplitz. The at- 
tack being determined upon, 12,000 Russians and 
12,000 Austrians began the battle of Toplitz, the 
remaining part of the troops collected for this 
service remaining in columns of reserve in the 
adjacent plain. The village of Kulm is situated 
at the bottom of a range of mountains which 
forms a barrier between Saxony and Bohemia ; 
from this point branch off two distinct ranges of 
mountains. East and West; between these ranges 
the ground is generally flat, affording, however, 
some good defensible positions. Upon this ground, 
immediately fronting the village of Kulm, the 
French collected a strong force of infantry and 
artillery, and kept up a galling fire upon th6 
Russians under Milaradovitch. Such was the 
able disposition of the French general, that the 
allies declined a direct attack upon him, but the 
Austrians were ordered to move along the high 
ground upon the right, while the Russian guards 
and infantry were to commence their attack upon 
the left so soon as the Austrians were sufficiently 
advanced. While these movements were execut- 
ing, the Prussian corps under Kleist unexpectedly 
appeared in the rear of the French, descending the 
road by which they would retreat if necessary, and 
joining in the attack, the French were completely 
defeated with great confusioPy loss, and slaughter. 
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The fruits of this Tictory to the allies were Gene* 
ral VaDdainme and six other ^renerals prisoners, (iO 
pieces of artillery, IO,(KX) soldiers prisoners, and 6 
standards. The commander in chief of the allies 
in the battle of Toplitz was Barclay de Tolly. 

In Silesia the absence of Bonaparte, and Ihe 
drafts made from that army which had recently 
beaten Blucher, was taken advantage of by that 
skilful veteran to attack the French, now under the 
command of Marshal M' Donald. On the 29th of 
August, M'Donald was defeated with the loss of 
1 5,000 men prisoners, and 100 pieces of cannon. 
The number of slain does not appear, or what pro- 
portion of loss fell to the share of the victors. 

In the mean time the allied army under Bema- 
dotte, which was opposed to the French troops 
commanded by Marshal Oudinot, who threatened 
Berlin, was attacked on the 23d of August at 
the village of Gross Beren. The contest, . though 
severe, was not long doubtful ; Oudinot was re- 
pulsed and beaten with the loss of 1500 prisoners, 
26 pieces of cannon, 30 caissons^ and his baggage. 
This success not only prevented the corps under 
Girard, which manoeuvred upon Berlin from Mag- 
deburg, from combining with Oudiuot, but exposed 
it to a separate attack on the 27th at Belzig, where 
it was completely defeated with a loss of 3500 pri- 
soners, 8 pieces of cannon, and part of its baggage. 
These successes enabled the crown prince to press 
upon the retreat of Oudinot towards Wittenburg. 
On the 28th the town of Luckau surrendered to 
General Tauenzein, with its garrison 1000 men, 
and on the 30th the allied army had its advance be- 
tween Interbock and Zinna. 

On the lower Elbe hostilities commenced imme- 
diately on the cessation of the armistice, and Mar- 
shal Davoust attacked the allies under Count Wal- 
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raodin, but without any decisive advantage, or any 
coufaequence but a mutual slaughter of the soldiers 
of either part. 

Early in September the allied army of reserve 
under General Beningsen, crossed the Oder, and 
advanced upon the Bober. The troops which bad 
been at Toplitz for some time, waiting supplies, 
were again* put in motion. The Russians and Pru^ 
sians, under Barclay de Tolly and Wittgenstein, 
with some Austrian divisions, re-entered Saxony by 
Peterswalde, and Marienburg, and approached 
Dresden again. Prince Schwarttenberg with a 
corps of Austrians threatened the right of the 
French in Lusatia. 

On the .8th of Septemlier the Rusedans and Prus- 
sians, under Count Wittgenstein, who had advanced 
through the mountains beyond Peterswalde and 
Zebista, on the road to Dresden, were attacked by 
the French and defeated. The cnief contest was 
for the village of Dobna, which the French finally 
forced the allies to abandon ; and Wittgenstein re- 
treated to Peterswalde. The allies acknowledged 
a loss of 1000 killed and wounded. On the 9th 
Bonaparte joined this portion of his armies and 
pressed upon the allies, who retreated fighting, until 
they had accumulated a force sufficient to justify 
giving battle ; they were accordingly drawn up for 
the contest on the I21h with 100,000 men and 800 
pieces of cannon, in strong position. Bonaparte 
declined the risk, and commenced a retrograde 
movement towards Dresden, breaking up tbe roads 
. in his retreat. 

Marshal Davoust having despatched a corps un- 
der General Pecheux towards Magdeburg, Count 
.Walmoden crossed the Elbe on tbe Hth, and sur^ 
prised the French corps, which was routed with a 
lo«s of 3000 men killed, wounded^, and prisoners. 
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Tthe grand armies of France and of the allies 
from the ll\th to the ]61h had ^evereal affairs and 
skirmishes each occasionally advancing or receding. 
On the 1 6th Bonaparte made an attempt to turn the 
right of the allies before Culm, at the same time as- 
sailing the centre and left. The French succeed- 
ed in gaining the flank of the allies unperceived, 
and forced them from their position. The Rus- 
sians and Prussians were saved from absolute de* 
feat by general Coloredo with a corps of Austrians» 
who advanced and held the French in check. The 
French likewise succeeded in throwing the centre 
of the allies into confusion, but finally withdrew 
to their position on the mountains, keeping posses- 
sion, however, of the village of Nollendorf, from 
which they bad driven the allies. The loss of men 
in this affair was con^derable, but is not stated in 
the despatches. 

A French corps under the command of general 
Lefebre Denouette, consisting of 8000 cavalry, 700 
infantry, a squadron of Mamelukes, and a party of 
Tartars, were attacked near Alteuburg by Platoff 
and his Cossacks, and completely put to rout Fif- 
teen hundred prisoners and five guns were the 
fruits of this achievement. 

On the side of the army of Bohemia, the allied 
sovereigns having been joined by the corps of ge- 
neral Beningsen, determined to move forward by 
their left The army was ordered to march on the 
first of October. A variety of manoeuvering and 
some fighting took place in the crossing of the 
Elbe. General Blucher crossed on the first and at* 
tacked the French entrenched posts between War- 
tenberg and Bledin. The resistance of the French 
under general Bertrand was, as usuaf, obstinate, and 
the contest long and bloody. General D'Yorck's 
corps carried the strongest position, took above 
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1000 prisoners, 16 piec'es of ctirthoir with 
ttieif train. In this action the Prussians suffered 
severely. A body of 2000 men of the French 
threw themselves into Wittenberg, the remainder 
falling back upon Kemberg* Blucher pursued 
them in the direction of Leipsic* Marshal Ney, 
with his corps, retreated from Dessau towards 
Leipsic, to which point the two hostile armies now 
tended, as if by consent there to settle the destiny 
of Europe- 
It appears that the plan of the French EmperoiT 
had been to strike at Prague, and establish himself 
on the line of supply of the Austrian armies. For 
this purpose General Vandamme had been pushed 
forward with assurance of support, which failing, 
caused his destruction, and the failure of the plan 
of supply. The French troops in the mountains of 
Bohemia had suffered extreme distress in conse^ 
quence. At Dresden great scarcity and conse^ 
quent misery had been experienced, and the French 
corps who retraced their steps across the Elbe, 
were in a deplorable state of suffering. 

The army of the allies continued to advance in a 
direct line to Leipsic, near which place the head 
quarters of Prince Schwartzenberg were establish- 
ed early in October. The Prince Royal and 
General Blucher, having advanced towards the 
same point, the allied forces had nearly formed a 
junction; a rideau was thus drawn across thi^part 
of Saxony, extending from Dessau to M arienburg 
on the Bohemian frontier. In the mean time Gen. 
Beningsen drove the French from their intrench- 
ments at Gieshubel and advanced towards Dresden 
on the great road from Toplitz. The great force 
brought against Bonaparte, especially by the com^ 
rnand of the great resources of Russia and the ta- 
lents displayed by Bemadotte^ who was the primes 

3 
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mover of the allies, placed the French armies in ex- 
treme jeopardy , thouijb so lately triumphant before 
Dresden. 

The Crown Prince intended by a movement of 
the whole allied force to the left bank of the Saale 
to force Bonaparte to a general battle with forceg 
much superior to his in number and condition, or 
. to embarrass and harass his retreat, if he should 
determine upon a measure which the combined 
movements of the armies of Bohemia, Silesia, and 
of the north of Germany on his flanks, and all his 
communications, seemed to render so necessary. 

Napoleon manoeuvred from Dresden with a large 
body of cavah-y on the right, and all his infantry on 
the left bank of the Elbe, as far down as Archlau. 
He made a strong demonstration with 20,000 men, 
as if to oppose Blucher in his passage of the El^ter. 
But the allies were not to be turned aside from pur- 
poses which tliey knew they had strength to fulfil, 
and the army of Blucher, being now in close com- 
munication with that of the Prince Royal Berna- 
dotte, was marched from Dieben on Jamilz on the 
9th, and passed the Mulda; and the Crown Prince 
concentrated his forces between Zorbig, Radegast, 
and Bitterfeld, 

The French Emperor now concentrated a part 
of his forces about Eulenberg and Oschatz, be- 
tween the Mulda and the Elbe. The allies passed 
the Saale, and were placed in order of battle with 
their left upon that river, waiting the further move- 
ments of Bonaparte. In the mean time the various 
corps d'arm6e of the allies continued to advance, 
hemming in theif adversary until he had taken his 
stand around Leipsic. But before the decisive 
events which took place on that memorable field of 
action, we must record more particularly the move- 
ments of the allied armies in their advance, and a 



Digitized by 



Google 



27 

» 

bloody battle fought between the French and allied 
army of Silesia on the I4th of October. 

When the allies received certain intelligence 
that the French armies were wilhdravving from 
the right bank of the Elbe to collect about Leip- 
sic, the Crown Prince occupied with his advanced 
guard the left bank of the Mulda, and General 
Blucher had his advance at Merzeberg and Sched* 
nitz. On the 14th Blucher pushed his ad- 
vanced guard on the great road to Leipsic, occu- 
pying the villages on each side of it. The French 
were in force in his front, holding Debutch and 
Bitterfeld with some troops along the Mulda. 
The Crown Prince issued orders to march to Halle 
in the night of the 14th; but when his troops were 
in march he took up his bead i^uarters at Sylbitz^ 
and placed the Swedish army with its right at Wil* 
ten and its left near Petersberg. General Bulow 
'occupied the centre of his line between Petersberg 
and Oppin, and the corps of Winzingerode was 
on the left, at Zorbig. Blucher found the fourth^ 
sixth, and seventh corps of the French army, and 
part of the guard, under Marshals Marmont and 
Wey ^ General Bertrand occupying a line with its 
right atFreyroda and its left at LindenthaL 

The country is open and very favourable to ca- 
valry around these villages ; but in front of Rade- 
feld, the French were covered by a wood, and had 
the advantage of more intersected ground. The 
plan of attack of the allies was that General Lan- 
geron should assault and carry, first Freyroda, and 
then Radefeld. General D' ¥ orck, with his corps 
d'armge, was to move on the great causey leading 
to Leipsic until he reached Sitzchera, and then to 
turn to his left and force the French post at Lin- 
denthaL A corps of Russians was to press on the 
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main mad to Lt^ipsic. The corps of Gen. SL 
Priest was to follow General Langeron. A4)out 
mid day the cavalry were formed, and the troopa 
at their stations. 

The onset was made as directed, and the Frencl) 
retired from their post in advance, but obstinate* 
ly contested the posts covered by wood on their 
rij^ht, and the pillages on their left. At Mockem 
a most sapguinary conflict ensued, and it was taken 
and retaken several times with prodigious slaughter 
on both parts. This was the hottest part of the 
fit Id, and most of the superior officei-s were either 
killed or wounded. At length, numbers prevailed 
w here valour was equal, and the victorious Sile- 
rians carried all before them and drove the French 
beyond the Partbia. 

The resistance on the right of the T^rench* was 
, nearly as persevering. Here the Russians bore the 
brunt of the fight, and they were equally successful 
with their allies. Though the allies gained the vic- 
tory, it was night alone which put an end to the ac- 
tion. The veteran Blucher held as trophies of con- 
quest 18 cannon, one eagle, and a few hundred pri- 
soners, and acknowledged a loss of between^ and 
7000 men. 

Before we enter into a detail of the battles of Leip- 
sic, on which the fate of the campaign and of Eu- 
rope depended, let us take a view of the state of that 
unfortunate city immediately previous and at the 
time 

Leipsic, the greatest commercial city of Germa<- 
ny, had been open in its' declaration of ill will to 
the French despot, and had consequently suffered 
a full portion of the miseries and oppression he 
knew so well to inflict; and all the surrounding 
country was rendered desolate by an immense 
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army which gathered on all sides, and subsisted in 
the most licentious and wasteful manner upon the 
product of the soil and the property of the people^ 
whose own despot was in alliance with the leader 
of these locust-like protectors. All that had been 
spared to Saxony from imposts, contributions, and 
quartering^, was now literally devoured, and the 
peasant and the villager gladly escaped with their 
lives from the allies of their king. The citizens of 
Leipsic could look from their steeples and see ar- 
mies which seemed innumerable, literally encircle 
them. Bodies of troops were constantly entering 
and passing from the city. The public buildings 
were hospitals filled with sick and wounded, and' 
supported by the city. Scarcity of food reminded 
the inhabitants that unless some change soon took 
place they were doomed to all the horrors of famine. 
in this state of things they anxiously beheld Ihe^p- 
proach of the allied armies, forming another and a 
greater circle around the host that surrounded 
their city. 

The order in which the allied armies approach- 
^ to the attack of the French was as follows : 
The corps of General Giulay, Prince Maurice 
Xichtenstein, Thielman and PlatotT, were collected 
in the neighbourhood of Markradstadt^ with orders 
to move forward on Leipsic, keeping open a com- 
nmnication on the one side with Blucber's army, 
and on the other these corps were to detach from 
their right to facilitate the attack of the corps of 
General Mereveldt and the division of Biahchi 
Weissendorf, upon Zwackau and Connewitz; at 
which latter place the bridge across the Pleisse was 
to be carried. General Nostelz^s cavalry were to 
form on their right In case of retreat these corps 
Were to retire upon Zeitz. The reserves of the 
Russian and Prussian guards were to move on to 
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Rotba, wbere tbey were to pass Ibe Pleisse and 
form in columns on its rij^ht hank. The reserves 
of the prince of Hesse Homberg, Generals Mere- 
veldt and Wittgenstein, were also to take post at 
this station ; General Barclay De Tolly to com- 
mand all the columns on tbe rigbt bank of the 
Pleisse. Generals ^Viltgenstein, Kleisl and Klei- 
nau, were to advance from their respective posi- 
tions on Leipsic, tbe Russian guards forming their 
reserve. General CoUoredo advanced from Borne 
as reserve to General Kleinau. The retreat of 
Colloredo's corps was to be on Chemnetz, and that 
of Wittgenstein, Kleist, and Kleinau on Altenbei^ 
and Penig. Tbe army of General Beningsen was 
to push on from G)ldlitzon Grimma and Wurtzen. 

The reader may, after this detail, with the aid of 
bis map, have an accurate notion of the situation 
and intention of the allies, previous to one of the 
greatest battles ever fought. 

Bonaparte, thus encircled, did not wait to be at- 
tacked. Though under disadvantageous circum- 
stances, he had still the spirit of a conqueror, and 
the skill of a consummate commander. With an 
army inferior in numbers, the cavalry of which 
was contemptible in comparison with their ad- 
versaries, the French Emperor himself led the 
battle, and on the 16th of October, the fiist day of 
this long scene of carnage, broke the ranks of the 
allies, and seemed still to be the favourite of victory. 

Takinga view of the sunounding hosts from Leip- 
sic, the French army was seen stretching in a vast 
semicircle from Paunsdorf to Brobstheide, and was 
lost to the eye in the woods of Konnewitz. Their 
reserves were in an inner circle near the city. To- 
wards the north and west, the columns were more 
detached, though the form of the lines was the sama 
The morning of the 1 6th was foggy, rainy, and ^ 
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cold ; and the first indication of battle was given by 
the roaring of cannon from Liebert Wolkowitz, 
Six hundred pieces of artillery were at once brought 
into action. Two solitary buildings which the 
French occupied near their centre, were attacked 
by the Russian infantry, and, after an amazing car- 
nage, carried. The French cavalry, poor as they 
were, made a desperate push under the direction of 
Murat, and broke through the line of the allies* 
Here the combined army suffered most on this day ; 
for though the French were partially repulsed 
by the Austrian cuirassiers, they carried their point, 
and caused a change in the order of battle. Other 
divisions of the allies, advancing towards the city, 
according to the plan detailed, came successively 
into action, aad the cannon of the allies from Kleins- 
cbacher were answered by the French artillery 
from Lindenau. The allies endeavoured to force 
the French at Lindenau, but were repulsed by the 
voltigeurs with great loss. In the afternoon Na- 
poleon claimed a victory, and ordered the bells of 
Leipsic to be rung ; but the battle raged until six in 
the evening, and then seemed only to cease by mu- 
tual consent at the approach of darkness. The 
killed and wounded of the day was immense, yet 
this was but a prelude to the Battle of Leipsic. 

On the night of the 1 6th the inhabitants of Leip- 
sic were ordered to rejoice for a victory obtained 
by their protectors over the allies; but they still be- 
held the same hostile circles around their tily, mark- 
ed by lines of fires encircling each other until lost 
in distance, and saw their public buildings and the 
corn magazines crowded with mutilated wretches 
who were brought groaning from the field of their 
monarch's glory to suffer and die ; and those were 
fortunate who found shelter and assistance in these 
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abodes of misery; for such were the multitudes* that 
hundreds (it has been asserted that thousands) lay 
on the payenieots without aid» or food, or water to 
quench their burning thirst. 

The 17th of October was passed without renewing 
the action, and in preparations on both parts for the 
struggle of the succeeding day. The allies intended 
to attack on the 18th, and it was determined to com- 
mence from their diflferent points of assembly on 
the principal villages situated on the great road 
leading to Leipsic. The armies of the north and 
Silesia were jointly to attack from the line of the 
Saale, and upon the French position on the Partha 
river. General Blucher reinforced the Crown 
PriOceBernadotte with 30,000 men to attack from 
the heights of Ffiucha, while Blucher was to use his 
utmost endeavours to gain possession of Leipsic 
In the event of the whole French force being 
brought to act against either of these armies they 
were to support each other and concert further 
movements. 

The French force which had been opposed to 
Bern^dotte and Blucher, had taken up. a strong 
position on the left bank of the Partha^ having 
its right at the strong point of Faucha, and its 
left towards Leipsic. The J 7th of October ap- 
peared to be kept holy because it was the Sabbath, 
but we know that heroes do not cease from the work 
of destructicm either at the command of God or 
Nature. Comparative silence reigned throughout 
the late scenes of death, but the smoke of burning 
villages, and the groans of wounded soldiers, and the 
hum of preparation for further misery, marked this 
hollow truce as only the deceitful calm which pre- 
cedes the tempest. 

The morning of the 18th of October arrived. 
The fate of Europe was to he decided by the joint 
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talents of Bernadotle and Blucber, Wittgenstein, 
Barclay de Tolly, and Schwartzenberg, placed in 
opposition to Napoleon Bonaparte, Monarchs 
were engaged as their engines, or stood by as spec- 
tators of the scene. 

The battle began with the dawn of the day, and 
before nine o'clock in the morning it raged through 
the whole line. To force the right of the French 
ahd gain possession of the heights of Faucha, was 
the first object of Bernadotte. The Ryssian corps 
of Winzingerode, and the Prussians under Bulow, 
were destined for this purpose, while the Swedes 
werfe ordered to force the passage of the river, at 
Pfosen and Mockau. These first operations were 
successful, and General Winzingerode took 3000 
prisoners at Faucha and some guns. The centre 
of the allies being engaged with the centre of the 
French near the villages of Stollentz and Probes- 
theyda. General Blucher put his army in mo- 
tion; and Bernadotte'g army had not sufficient 
time to make their flank movements before the 
French infantry abandoned the line of the river and 
retired over the plain, in line and column, towards 
LeipSic, occupying Paunsdorf, Somerfeldt and 
Schonfeldt* Nothing very remarkable happened in 
this part of the field until near the close of the day, 
when General Langeron, who had crossed the river, 
attacked the village of Schonfeldt with great fury, 
and was repulsed with proportionable loss. He, 
however^ returned to the attack and took it; but 
was driven out again by a charge of the French. 
Blucher, hearing of these actions, sent him the most 
positive order to re-occupy it at the point of T,he 
bayonet — and it was done. During the action 22 
guns of Saxon artillery joined the allies and two 
Westphalian regiments. The Saxons composed a 
principal part of the seventh corps under general 
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Regnier, and were posted in the left wing neaf Fan- 
cJba. Tbey bad just come into action, and the allieii 
had already brought up a great number of guna 
against them. To the astonishment of their leader, 
they marched forward in close files with their raus- 
l^ets clubbed, and went over to the enemy with all 
their artillery. The artillery was immediately 
turned upon the French. 

The most desperate resistance made by the 
French on this day was at Probestheyda, Stellerliti: 
and Konnewitz; but the columns of the allies, to 
whom the attack was assigned, carried every point, 
though at great loss, by a valour and perseverance 
which was irresistible. 

Night closed this bloody contest, in which the' 
Freneh army was defeated with a loss of 40^000 
I^illed, wounded, and prisoners, ^5 pieces of artiito- 
ry, 17 battalions of German infantry, which came 
over to the allies during the action, with all the 
staff and generals, besides the Saxon artillery and 
Westphalians, before mentioned. 

Bonaparte was already on the retreat, and con- 
tinued during the night of the 18th to withdraw 
his shattered battalions, and to make such prepara- 
tions for the defence of Leipsic as shpuld place 
that city as a barrier between him and the victors. 
He has in the latter part of his career proved that 
he was deficient in one essential quality of an ac- 
complished general : he has never provided for 
the safety of his annies in case of defeat. With- 
out recurrii^ to the exaniples of the greatest gene- 
rals, without mentioning Frederick, or Moreau, or 
Wellington, even the duke of .York, the military 
genius of the English royal family, was better at a 
retreat than Bonaparte. 

On the morning of the 19tb the town of Leipsic 
was attacked and carried; the resistance made by the 
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Freocli was scarcely sufficient to give time to their 
retiring columns to press out of the city by (he 
Ranstadt gate, and retreat by the line of the Saale, 
the only road open (o them. Tlie armies of Blu- 
cher> Bernadolte, and Beningsen, with the grand 
army under Wittgenstein and Barclay de Tolly, 
all pressed upon the retiring foe, and entered Leip- 
sic almost as soon as the French Emperor quitted 
it. 

The horrors and confusion of the retreat has been 
vividly described by an eye witness. The columna 
of the French, which entered the town by three 
gates, had to press their way out through one, 
while the artillery of the allies thundered upon the 
city, and their shells had set it on fire in several 
places/ Cries and shouts resounded from every 
quarter. The retreat of the remaining troops, 
even before Bonaparte had left the city, had become 
a disordered rout. Horse and foot guards were 
mingled together, and their progress impeded by 
wagons and cannon frecjuently locked together 
and choking the way, while droves of cattle were 
anxiously urged forward for the future suste* 
nance of the fugitives. In the midst of this confu- 
sion tlie emperor was seen with a numerous retinue, 
all on horseback, making his way with difficulty 
through the surrounding chaos. A by road was 
afterwards pointed out to hini through a garden, by 
which he passed the outward gate. 

Prince Poniatowsky, who had been charged 
with the defence of that part of the Leipsic 
suburbs nearest the Borna road, finding bis re- 
treat cut otr, rushed, at the head of a few Polish 
curaissiers and the officers of his suite^ upon the 
nearest column of the allies. Tie had already two 
wounds, and now received a musket ball in his lelt 
arm. He pushed through his enemies, and threw 
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himself into the Pleisse, the opposite bank of which 
he reached with the loss of his horse ; he mount* 
ed another, and proceeded to the Elster, the 
banks of which were ah'eady lined by the enemy. 
He plunged into the river, and with his horse in- 
stantly sunk. 

After Bonaparte and his marshals had made their 
escape the rout became more and more confused 
and destructive. In the meantime, the allied 
princes, at the head of tlieir respective armies, en- 
tered Leipsic at different [)oints, and met in the 
great square, there to enjoy the acclamations of 
victory, and rejoice over the downfal of their great 
enemy. 

The retreat of tlie Fi^nch from the 20th of Oc- 
tober to the 3d of November, from the Saale to 
the Rhine, was a succession of wo and disaster, 
only exceeded by the miseries of their retreat the 
preceding year from the Dnieper to the Niemen. 
Although it was only during the first six or seven 
days of the retreat that out of the whole coalesced 
annies, some divisions of the Silesian army under 
Blucher could keep up close enouj^h to harass their 
enemies, yet upwar3s of 10,000 prisoners were 
made, 70 pieces of cannon taken, and the route of 
Bonaparte, as in Russia, was marked by desolation^ 

f Ullage and conflagration, and by thousands of the 
ifeless or expiring victims of bis cruel ambition. 
The disasters of the French did not solely proceed 
from the enemy that pursued them, or the necessary 
evils of precipitate flight; CzernichoflTwith a body 
of Cossacks and other light troops had gained the 
front of the French army, and though not in force 
sufficient to offer battle, preceded their march, pre- 
paring for them an endless succession of vexations^ 
They lay in wait for and cut off detached parties; 
they'b;:oke down bridges and destroyed the maga- 
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zines which had been provided in the towns the 
French had to pass. In these operations alone 
Czernichoff is said to have taken 4000 prisoners 
from the French. 

Thus hunted and harassed, they learned, as they 
approached the Maine, that a severer trial awaited 
them. General Wrede, with an army, was waiting 
for them at Kirzig, and the scenes of the Berezina 
seemed preparing to be enacted anew. Wrede, like 
Tchitchagoff, stood in the way of further progress, 
and Blucher, like Wittgenstein, pressed them on 
from behind. But Field Marshal Prince Schwart- 
zenberg had made too sure of the effectual op- 
position which Wrede could make at Kirzig, and 
had ordered General Blucher to turn off to- 
wards the Cahn and Coblentz. Bonaparte attack- 
ed Wrede with great skill, and was seconded by 
the desperate valour of the shattered remains of 
his armies. He burst through the barrier opposed 
to him, and perhaps with an equal loss on his own 

?art strewed the field with 10,000 of his opposers. 
^he allies were obliged to retreat, and to evacuate 
Hanau. This battle was fought on the 30th of 
October. 

The French army pursued their march, leaving 
a garrison in Hanau, which General Wrede attack- 
ed by storm. He was severely wounded in the on- 
set, but the place was taken, and the whole French 
garrison put to the sword. 

For the purposes of freeing the north of Germa- 
ny of the enemy, of strengthening general Walmo- 
den in his operations against Marshal Davoust, 
who still held his position on the right bank of the 
Elbe, of possessing Bremen, the mouths of the 
Weser and the Elbe, of reducing Hamburg, of re- 
storing Hanover to the king of England, oi^ cutting 
off Davoust from Holland, and facilitating opera- 
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tions upon that countty, the Crown Prince moved 
with bis army towards Hanover and the north. 
On the line of the Rhine the operations of the 

grand allied army under Prince Scbwartzenberji; 
roiigbt this portion of the alliens to tiie vicinity of 
Frankfort on the Maine by the 5ih of Naveraber. 
The Emperors of Russia and Austria entered 
Frankfort on that day, and were joined by the kin«; 
of Prussia on the 1 3th. The kings and princes 
whom Bonaparte had created hastened to abjure 
their connexion with France, and secure the pro- 
tection of the conquerors. 

Field Marshal Bhicher continued bis march for 
the lower Rhine, and arrived with the army of Sile- 
sia at Mulheim on the 13tb of November. On the 
2d of December a body of troops crossed the river 
at Dusseldorff, surprised the French garrison at 
rileuss and destroyed the magazines. . 

Switzerland, after tlie overthrow of the French 
army at Leipsic, declared itself neutral The act 
of neutrality was passed by the diet at Zurich on 
the 20th of November. Deputies were sent to 
Bonaparte and to the allies for their consent, and 
troops raised to protect their frontiers. 

The advance of the army of Bernadotte reached 
Hanover on the 1st of November, and the inhabit- 
ants hastened to abjure King .Terome. The naviga- 
tion of the Weser was restored by the reduction of 
Carltfort and Blexen. An assault on Stadt was re- 
pulsed ; but the French garrison, fearing a repeti- 
tion, withdrew and crossed the Elbe to Hamburg, 
where Marshal Davoust soon after shut himself up 
with his army. 

When Bonaparte assembled his forces at Leipsic, 
he left Marshal St. Cyr, with his corps and the re- 
mains of tlic corps of y andamme, to defend Dres- 
den and cover his flank. On the 17th of October, 
St. Cyr attacked and defeated the coips of Russians 
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under Tolstoy which was left to mask Dresden. 
After the battle of Leipsic General Kleinau was 
sent against St. Cyr, and nnally succeeded in makir^ 
prisoners of his garrison. The garrisons of Stetten, 
Erfurt, and Dantzig, shared the same fate. 

The troops under the direction of BernadMta 
continued to adrance. Winzingerode established 
his head quarters at Bremen, and detached troopson 
Oldenburg and East Fried)a.nd, thence they crossed 
the Enos, entered Holland, and took Croninjen with 
its garrison. Other Dutch towns shared tfoe same 
fate. The corps of Von Bulow entered Holland 
by the side of Munster, sweeping crvery thing before 
it, and putting the garrisons of Doesburg and Am- 
beiin to the sword. 

On the news of the approacb of the victorious 
allies the inhabitants of the Hague, Amsterdam, 
Rotterdam, Haeriam, Leyden, and some other 
towns, rose in resistance to the French; who sub- 
mitted to ciiTuoistances, and by agrebment with- 
drew their troops. A proTisional government be- 
ing established at the Hague, deputies were de-* 
spatched to England to invite the prince of Orange 
to assume the government, and to solicit aid from 
the ministry. Some troops were immediately sent 
oS, and an armament under Sir Thomas Graham 
assembled in the Downs. The prince of Orange 
arrived at Schevelin on the 30th of November, and 
he was saluted as sovereign prince of the Nether- 
lands* 

Bonaparte reentered France a second time as a 
fugitive. His first attention was turned to the 
finances of the empire, and by a decree of No- 
vember 11, the taxes and duties were augmented, 
and measures were adopted soon after to anticipate 
tlfte revenue. On the Idth the emperor met his 
senate. In his address he tells them that the 
-splendid victories he had obtained in the last cam- 
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paigo were rendered useless by the unparalleled 
defection of his allies ; that as he had never been 
seduced by prosperity, he will be found superior to 
adversity ; that a preliminary basis of negotiation 
for a peace had been presented to him by the allies, 
and negotiations entered into thereon; that the 
delays attendant upon assembling a congress at 
Manheim are not to be attributed to France ; that 
he wishes for peace, and regrets the necessity of 
calling upon his people for new sacrifices; that 
Denmark and Naples alone remain faithful to him ; 
that he has recognized the neutrality of the nineteen 
Swiss Cantons; and concludes by calling upon the 
senate for their support. 

A new levy of 300,000 conscripts had already 
been ordei-ed by Bonaparte ; which measure call- 
ed forth a declaration from the allied powers, dated 
at Frankfort, Dec. 1, 1813,. in which they "pro- 
mulgate anew, in the face of the world, the views 
which guide them in the present war." They 
say that they do not make war upon France, but 
against that preponderance which, to the misfortune 
of Europe and of France, "the Emperor Napo- 
leon has too long exercised beyond the limits of 
his empire ;" that the first use they have made of 
victory is " to offer peace to his majesty the em- 
peror of the French ;" that the conditions offered 
are founded on the independence of the French 
empire, as well as on the independence of the other 
states of Europe ; that they desire that France may 
be great, powerful, and happy, as being one of the 
foundations of the social edifice of Europe; that 
they confirm to the French empire an extent of ter- 
ritory which France under her kings never knew ; 
that they desire a partition of strength, by which to 
preserve their people from such miseries as have 
been experienced ; and that they will not lay down 
their arms until this object is obtained. 
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In the meantime preparationar for war, oflffensiye 
and defensive, were carried on with unremitting 
exertion. Napoleon made his last efibii to recruit 
his exhausted armies, and the allies prepared to 
cross the Rhine and invade France. On the 20th 
of December 160,000 men entered Switzerland 
and crossed the Rhine at Basle, without opposition. 

On entering the Swiss territory the commander 
in chief of the allies, Prince Sch warlzenberg, issued 
an order by which his soldiers were notified that 
they entered the Swiss territory as friends. Othei' 
armies of the allies passed the Rhine at Dusseldorf 
and at Coblentz. The force that entered France 
was stated at 300,000 men. Lord Wellington, with 
the English, Spanish, and Portuguese armies, had! 
previously entered the territory of Prance by the 
south, and had gained several bloody battled over 
JVIarsbal Soult near Bayonne. 

The allies had left behind them the strong fron- 
tier places of the Rhine in possession of their ene- 
mies, and entered France by its most vulnerable 
part ; taking their route through Franche Compte 
and Lorraine. They had already addressed a pro- 
clamation to the French people in the same style 
of dignified moderation and wisdom which had 
characterized their preceding declaration in respect 
to peace, and which marks such ^iperior talents in 
the councils of the emperor of Russia. They as- 
sured the French people that thoy did not make 
war upon them, but only wished to repel the at- 
tempts of the govemment of France to subjugate 
the states of the confederacy. They promise ta 
respect public order and private property. They 
disclaim all motives of retaliatory vengeance. 
They conclude by expressing then* desire for that 
peace which they had offered before entering the 
territoiy of France. 
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fionaparte, on (bis as on Tery inaay other ocMi^ 
sions, barf been blind to bis own interest through 
•n inordinate wiah to promote it. He mi^bt have 
remained and been confirmed on the , imperial 
throne of France ; but he demanded Italy. The 
ministers of fate moved on, and be prepared for the 
last struggle against his destiny. 

On tbe 30lh-of December, the senate addressed 
the French emperor for tbe last time in the tone 
and terms of adulation. Tbey told him tbat they 
came to offer him tbe tribute of their attachment 
and gratitude; that he had given the strongest 
pledge in bis power of bis desire for peace; that he 
acted upon the belief that power is strengthened 
by being limited, and that the art of promoting the 
happiness of their people was the chief policy of 
kings ; that tbe French united under him would 
not suffer their invaders to triumph ; and they con- 
clude with requesting him to obtain, peace by a last 
effort worthy of bimself9 and then sign ^* the repose 
of the world.'' 

In bis answer he tells the senate that tbey have 
seen what be has done for peace, but in the mean- 
time, Beam, Alsace, Franche Compte, Brabant, are 
invaded ; he talks of the tenderness of bis heart, and 
calls upon tbe French to succour the French; con- 
cluding with ** the question is now no more to re- 
cover tbe conquests we have made." 

In this extremity the tottering Emperor was de- 
serted b}^ almost his last ally ; Denmark entered 
into treaties of peace and alliance with Sweden and 
England^ and engaged to furnish to the allies 
1 0,000 men, England paying willingly a subsidy of 
400,000/. for tbe purpose of opening new markets 
to her ships and manufactures. England had be* 
fore entered into a treaty with Sweden to give 
ber Norway* and in case Denmark would not con- 



Digitized by 



Google 



4d 

MOt £ng}and was to assist in the conquesi Ta 
tills arrans^ement Denmark now acceded by fdrce; 
but the NorweiTians refuse to be transferred, and 
declare themselves independent. 

Marshal Uavoust continued to hold Hamburg; 
ond indicated a determination to defend the place 
to the last extremity. He had ordered the inha- 
bitants to lay in a stock of provisions for six months^ 
The period allowed to procure this supply havinjf 
expired, he issued an order directing; all those who 
had neglected fulfilling the injum^tion to quit the 
city, and 6000 inhabitants were in consequence 
expelled. 

In the meantime the armies of the allies moved 
•n to their destined point without any obstacle of 
consequence, until Bonaparte in person put himself 
in opposition to the veteran Prussian General 
Blucber at tlie battle of La Rothiere. The French 
emperor, having appointed the empress Maria 
Louisa again regent, left Paris on the morning of 
the 25th of .January, 1814, to take the command of 
the armies of France, 

Field Marshal Blucher having been compliment* 
ed with the command of the Austrian corps of 
Count Guilay and the Prince Royal of Wirtemberg^ 
in addition to the Russian and Prussian armies be« 
fore under his orders, found himself opposed in 
bis advances towards Paris by an army command^ 
ed by the Emperor in person. The allied forces 
were at least 80,000 at this point, the French per^ 
haps nearly equal in number. 

Marshal Bluche' ifler a reconnoisance made on 
the morning of tht. 1st of February, gave the fol* 
lowing directions for ati attack. 

The corps of General Baron Sachen was order- 

.^ ed to move forward in two columns from Trannes, 

oite taking the direction of Brienne by the i:oa4 of 
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Dienvflle, and the flecond on the village of La Ko- 
tiiiere. The corps of General Count Guilay formed 
the reserve of the first column, and that of General 
Alsufieff the second The Russian guards were 
ordered to form a reserve for the whole, on the 
heights between Trannes and Eclance. 

The Prince Royal of Wirtemberg was ordered 
to march from Eclance upon Chaumenil, leaving a 
small wood in front of the right of the portion of 
the allies occupied by the French, on his left, with 
a view of turmng it and opening a communication 
with General Count Wrede, who was advancing^ 
upon Chaumenil from Doulevent. 

The attack commenced precisely at 1 2 o'clock. 
The French were in position at Dienville and 
La Rotbiere, having their left at the Qinall village 
of La Gibrie* Their cavalry, as well as that of the 
allies, was drawn out in the plain between the two 
positions. The French infantry disposed in large 
masses on the flanks of, and within the villages^ 
which were lined with artillei^. 

Skirmishing and cannonadmg in the plain were 
the preludes to the attack, which was made with 
irresistible impetuosity by the Prince Royal of 
Wirtemberg, who drove the French from the vil- 
lage, but had scarcelv occupied it when in their 
turn they attacked, beat, and expelled him. A 
brigade of grenadiei*s were ordered to his support; 
he again attacked, and after a long and sanguinary 
contest remained master of the wood and the vil- 
lage. During these operations, the t;esult of which 
remained doubtful for three hours, the French 
emperor menaced the flank position of the allies, 
but the veteran Blucfaer was not to be turned from 
steadily pursuing the combinations on which the 
result of the day depended. The efiect of the 
combination of General Wrede's movement was 
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accurately foreseen, and before tiie yillage of La 
Gibrie was in the Prince Royal of Wirtemberg'a 
possession every requisite order was given for the 
execution of moTements depending upon that 
event and the approach of Wrede. 

Bonaparte having moved a coips to his left. 
General Baron Sachen drew all his lorce to the at- 
tack of La Rothiere, which formed the key of the 
French position. 

General Count Giulay attacked the town of Dien- 
ville, but was repeatedly repulsed; the conflict 
continued through the whole day with various suc- 
cess, but with nearly equal carnage. Night inter- 
rupted, but did not terminate the struggle, and it 
was nearly midnight before the French abandoned 
this post, and then only in consequence of the 
general movement of the army. 

The most bloody and obstinate resistance, bow- 
ever, was made to the superior force of veteran 
troops, by the French, who were posted at La Ro- 
thiere. Baron Sachen carried the place by an ir- 
resistible attack, but was in his turn expelled from 
partof tie village, and the artillery and musketry 
of the French was directed from the church and 
adjoining houses, while the Russians kept up an 
equally destructive fire from others. Bonaparte 
in person led on an attack at the head of his young 
guards, and had a horse shot under him. Here too 
the fight continued longer than the day, but about 
10 o'clock the village was abandoned to the Rus-- 
sians. 

The French retreated about midnight in two 
columnsuponLesmont, Lessicourt, andRonay. On 
the right of the village of La Rothiere, Gen. Sa- 
chen took twenty pieces of cannon and some hun- 
dreds of prisoners. The Prince Royal of Wirtem- 
berg advanced upon Chaamenil, and formed his 



Digitized by 



Google 



4S 

^nctioQ with General Count Wrede. The former 
took six pieces of cannon, the latter seventeea. 
The loss in killed and wounded was very great. 

fmrnediately after the battle >commenced the 
emperor of Russia and king of Prussia, with Field 
Marshal Prince Schwartzenberg, came upon the 
field. Keld Marshal Blucher immediately after- 
wards proceeded to the front to carry into effect 
tlie dispositions he had made. He was among the 
foi*emost in the attack of the village of La Rothiere 
when oi^ the other part his great adversary led the 
attack. This battle is called by the allies, the bat- 
tle of La Rothiere, by the French, of Brienne. 

The French c<ilunins began to retire about mid- 
night, but they still occupied tlie position of Brienne 
at daylight on the 2d or February^ on which day 
General Guilay moved with his corps along the 
Aubie upon the right of the French army, the 
Prince Royal of Wirtemberg marched upoa 
Brienne, General Wrede advanced upon the right 
of the Prince Royal. Tlie French continued lo 
retire upon Lesmont, Lessicourt, and Ronay. Se- 
veral mmor actions took place during the day. 

Prince Schwartzenberg received a sword from- 
the Emperor Alexander, in testimony of his admi- 
ration of his skill and talents in bringing his army 
without loss from the frontiers of Switzerland, tra- 
versing all the defences on this side of France, and 
forming a Junction with Marshal Blucher in time 
to gain so distinguished a victory, nor was the high 
merits of the veteran field marshal, so often oppo- 
sed in person to Bonaparte, or that of the other 
generals, forgotten or unrewarded by distinguish- 
ing marks of approbation. 

On the 5th of February an affair took place be- 
tween the advance of the corps of general U* Yorck» 
and the rear of that af Marshal M'Doaald near La 
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(Sbausste, between Titry and Chalons. M'Donald 
continued to retire upon Chalons. Three cannon 
and some hundreds of prisoners were taken by the 
allies, who followed upon the road to Chalons, and 
on the French entering that town, immediately 
commenced a bombardment. Marshal M' Donald 
entered into a capitulation to save the town, by 
which he agreed to evacuate the place on the 6th, 
which was accordingly done, the French retiring to 
the left bank of the Marne. 

Troyes was taken possession of by the allies on 
the 7th of February. The Prince Royal of Wir- 
temberg had on the day preceding turned the 
French position near Ravigni; they abandoned 
Troyes in the evening, and the prince entered it 
next morning. 

Thus, while Prince Schwartzenberg's army, 
which had separated from Blucher after his victory" 
of La Rothiere, was advancing upon Paris by the 
Seine, Blucher drew by forced marches towards 
the Marne, with the design of approaching Paris in 
the direction of that river. 

This separation was not only Judicious but ne- 
cessary, from the facility it gave of gaining supplies ; 
however, it appears that the angle of these two 
lines of operation was too contracted. Bonaparte, 
who retreated towards Paris, was between the two 
lines of march, and in advance, and with the same 
troops might operate upon both at short intervals^ 
and could on occasion cut off all communication 
between the two armies. 

The army of Field Marshal Blucher on the 10th 
of February occupied a very extended position. 
Its head under general Baron Sachen was at La 
Ferti sous Jouarre; General D'Yorck was at 
Chateau Thierry ; an intermediate division under 
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General Alsufieff was al Cbampauberl, and Blueher 
himsc'lf, with Langeron's corps, at Vert us. 

Bonaparte saw and seized the opportunity given 
biin bv the extension of Blurber's army, broke up 
from l^ogenl on the' 9th of February, and on the 
lOth attacked the Russian division under Alsufieflf 
at Champaubert, which, after a valiant resistance, 
was killed, wounded, or taken prisoners, including 
their general; not nriore than 1600 men escaping, 
who joined the division under the immediate care 
#>f Blueher. On the llth of February Marshal 
Blucher's head quarters were ait Bergeres, and on 
that day Generals D* Yorck and Sacben, in conse* 
quence of the successful attempt which Bonaparte 
bad made to break the line, turned about, and after 
forming a junction, marched on MontmiraiL Here 
a severe action ensued. The generals of the allies 
withstood the attacks of the French emperor with 
great firmness, and held their position through the 
day, though with immense loss. The hottest part 
of the action was at the village of Marchais, which 
was repeatedly taken and retaken. Bonaparte sue^ 
ceeded in cutting oft the allies from the main divi* 
sion of Blucher's army, and they retreated in the 
night upon Chateau Thierry, with the loss <yf four 
cannon. At Chateau Thierry, Generals Sachen and 
D'Yorck passed the Marne on the 12th, destroyed 
the bridge, afid by circuitous routes retreated to- 
wards Chalons. On the 1 3th Marshal Mortier, 
having; repaired the bridge, crossed the Marne in 
pursuit of Sachen and D' Yorck, and the same day 
Bonaparte arrived at Chateau Thierry, with intent 
to follow in the same direction, but he was the 
same evening recalled by new events to Montmi- 
raiL 

Field Marshal Blueher, with the two eorps of 
^Kleist and Langeron, had broken up from Vertus 
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oD the 1 3th to attack the corps of !Vlannont> whicli 
Bonaparte bad left at Elopes as a corps of ob- 
servation upon the Prussian veteran. Blucber 
advanced his head quarters to Cbampaubert. 
Mannout bad a small corps of from 9 to lOjOOO^ 
and was obliged to retreat, fighting, to the neigh- 
bourhood of Montrairail, where he was joined by 
Bonaparte, who had made a forced march with 
(he whole of his guards and a large body of cavat 
ry. A very severe action now took place. JVlar« 
thai Blucber being inferior in numbers, particu- 
larly in cavalry, formed bis infantry into square^ 
and commenced a retreat. The French made 
repeated apd desperate charges with their cavalry 
upon these squares of infantry, which, although 
sustaining great loss, retired with that admirable 
firmness which characterizes the German troops. 
After a very severe and unequal contest, carried 
on during a retreat of nearly four leagiies, the Prus- 
sian marshal qbserved a large body of cavalry 
posted on the Cbauss6e in his rear near Etoges. 
He resolved to force his way through this ob^ 
atacie, and by opening a heavy fire of artillery 
aqd musketry upon this cavalry, posted in a solid 
mass on the Cbauss6e, be succeeded in forcing them 
to retire. Upon reaching Etoges, towards. nigh t, 
the French made a jiew attack upon the allies "" 
with a body of their infantry, which Bonaparte 
had pushed through by-roads upon the flank and 
rear of bis retreating adversary. Through this 
inppediraent the Prussians with renewed slaughter 
made their way. In this manner Field jVIarshal 
Blucber regained his former position near Vertus^ 
with an acknowledged loss of 3,5UO men. 

Blucber continued his retreat to Chalons, where, 
on the i6th,. be was joined by the corps of Sacheo 
and D'Yorck, and here the Silesiap army, which 
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bad sustained an acknowledged loss of 13,000 nie% 
Was forthwith put under reorganization. . 

It ifi not likely that Bonaparte would hare left* 
his veteran adversary undisturbed at Chalons, to 
recruit his stren^h and prepare again for offensive 
operations, but that his presence was called for 
to op|)ose the progress of Prince Schwartzenberg 
with the main army of the allies. The French 
emperor was under the necessity of facing both 
armies of the allies with the same troops, and had 
Ma sooner beaten back all the corps of Blucber 
than he was recalled to tight the divisions of 
Schwartzenberg which threatened Paris. 

The corps which Bonaparte had left on the 
Beine, under Victor and Oudinot, to observe 
Schwartzenberg's movements, were too weak to 
act wUh any effect even on the defensive. Th6 
allies under Prince Schwartzenberg moved from 
Tn^yes on the UHb. Nogent and Sens were taken 
by storm, and the French forces retired from Itic 
lef^ to the right bank of the Seine, after destroying 
Ihe bridges. Count Wittgenstein advanced towards 
Pont*sur-Seine,- General Wrede towards Bray, 
and having replaced the bridges, followed in pur- 
suit. Wrede advanced upon Provins. The corps 
of the allies under the prince of Wirtembei^, 
Bianchi, and Guilay, made good their passage 
against an ineffectual. resistance, and on the l*ih of 
February the head quarters of Prince Schwartzen- 
berg were advanc<?d to Bray, and the next day 
Platoff entered Fontainbleau. The same day the 
advance of the grand army was within 40 miles of 
Paris, at Nangis. 

But here, too, the activity and valour of the French 
emperor and his troops changed the aspect of af- 
fairs. On t\m 17th Bonaparte had placed himself in 
a'si^laj^()n.to commence offensive operations upon 
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the grand allied army, and on the IBth be attacked 
Count Wittgenstein's corps at Nangis, and )>eat k 
back, with a great loss of men and artillery. Prifice 
Scliwartzenberg was obliged to retrace bis ateps» 
and recross tbfe Seine. Tbe French pursued with 
repeated attacks upon his rear. 

On the I9tb Bonaparte attacked the corps of the 
prince royal of Wirtemberg, posted on MontereAu, 
and occupying the bridge at that place, Tbe allies 
contended against the fury of repeated assaults 
until late in the day, when the. French succeeded 
in driving them from their positions, and occupying 
tbe bridge. 

On tbe 21 St the French ht^ad quarters were again 
atNogent; and on the 23d Bonaparte appeared 
before Troyes* To secure the town from de^truc^ 
tion, an agreement was entered into, by which the 
allies were permitted to leave the place without 
molestatioQ, and on the 24tli the French emperor 
entered. 

IV^eanwhile Marshal Blucher, after resting his 
army a few days and collecting eVery reinforce* 
ment within reach, bad set out to form a junction 
with the grand army under Prince Sch wartzenberg* 
On the 2l8t of February, he bad scarcely arrived 
at M ery upon the Seine, and relieved Wittgen- 
stein's corps, when tbe town was attacked by two 
corpe from the opposite side, without any further 
result than burning the town. Blucber maintained 
bis position. This movement of Marshal Blucher 
facilitated the retrograde moveuients of Prince 
Schwart^enberg, and both armies now retired. 

Marshal Blucher broke up from Mery 6n the 
2dd of February^ crossed the Aube the next day 
ne^r Auglure, and marched across the country to- 
wards La Fert^ Gaucher. This movement appears 
to blive bMn with a view of being reinforced fajr 
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the eorps of Bulow, Woromow, and TVinzinirerode, 
ivhich were advancing from the north, the latter 
haying already taken Soissons by assault, and 
made prisoners its garrison or,»9000 men. By ef- 
fecting a junction with these corps, Blucher would 
liave command of a most imposing arm} , and might 
change front and operate from* the northward 
against Paris, placing himself in such a relative si- 
tuation to Schwartzenberg, that Bonaparte should 
no longer operate with the same forces upon 
both. 

Thus the first attempt of the allies failed to gain 

Eossession of the capital of the French empire. It 
as been seen that on the i Ith of February, the 
army of Silesia under Blucher had reached Fertt 
sous Jouarre, only 45 miles from Paris ; on the 1 6tb, 
it had retreated 78 miles, to Chalons, collecting its 
scattered divisions 1 23 miles from the French capi- 
tal. On the 17th the grand army under Schwart- 
zenberg occupied Fontainbleau and Nangis, 45 
miles from Paris ; on the 1 9th it had fallen l^ck^75 
miles to Troyes, or 1 1 1 from the metropolis. 

Great was*the exultation of the French emperor 
at these successes, which were magnified beyond 
ail bounds to inspire the people with confidence. 
The armies of the allies were represented as not 
merely repulsed, but dispersed, broken, annihilated. 
It was soon, however, seen that these annihilated 
armies were not only in being, but in greater force, 
advancing to new conflicts, to be terminated by a 
glorious peace. 

When Alarshal Blucher marched upon La VeAi 
Gaucher, Marshal Marmoat retired with his corps to 
La Ferti .louarre, on the Marne, whei*e he was join- 
ed hy the corps of Mortier, who bad been posted at 
Chateau Thierry to oteerve Winzingerode. By a 
dcilful demonstration upon Meaux, which meimced 
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|Kf armont's communicatiob with Paris, Bludier coia- 
pelled bitn to evacuate La Ferte 80U8 JouaiTe, and 
leave open a passage for the allies, which was ef- 
fected without opposition by crossing the Marne^ 
on the 28lh of February. Meanwhile Bonaparte, 
Slaving intelligence of the movement of Blucher, 
broke up from Troves on the 27th of February, 
and leaving an ineincient force to watch Prince 
Scbwartzenberg, marched to oppose the armv of 
Silesia. On the 1st of March, Bonaparte arrived 
upon the Marne, but Blucher was advancing upon 
Soissons. This place, which had been several 
times taken and retaken, was now in the possession 
of the allies, and served as the point of concentra- 
tion for all the troops destined to act under Blu* 
cfaer. On the 3d of March the field marshal was 
joined by the corps of Winzingerode, Woronzow, 
and Bulow, and his army extended from Soissons 
along the Aisne as far as Craone. 

On the 4th Bonaparte arrived on the Aisne, and 
n«;[t day attempted to force a passage at Soissons, 
An obstinate contest took place, but he was baffled 
with loss. He then defiled tiie principal part of 
his army to the right, and on the 6th succeeded in 
crossing the river higher up, at Bery le Bee. On 
the 7th he attacked the left wing of Blucher's army 
at Craone. Hei*e was fought a bloody battle. 
The left wing of the allies, commanded by Winzin- ' 
gerode, where the principal attack was made, suffer- 
ed an immense loss, and Blucher once more retreat- 
ed before Bonaparte with a loss of 10,000 men, put 
hiwrs de combat 

After the battle of Craone the veteran marshal 
took another and a stronger position in a very 
commanding situation, immediately in front of 
Laon. On the 9th Bonaparte appeared in front of 
Blucher's position, and with about 80,000 men 
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iMde a g4nlen) and murderous attack, vhich lasted 
during that and the next da^. During this tre^ 
mendous contest, which ternunated in the retreat 
of the French, the right and centre of the aliiet 
could do no more than maintain themselves in their 
strong position ; but in the left wing, where the 
corps of D'Yorck and Sachen fought, the French, 
assailants were finally discomfited with great k>9S, 
leaving 6000 prisoners and 4S pieces of artillery 
with l£e allies. 

Though repulsed with this loss, Bonaparte left 
his adversaiy unable or unwilling to pursue hina, 
and immediately moved upon Rheims, where on 
the 12th the allies under General St Priest had 
taken a position. Bonaparte attacked him on the 
13t\x with the advance of his army, consisting of ar- 
tillery and cavalry. The Russian artillery and in- 
fantry maintained the conflict for some hours. 8t 
Priest was struck from his horse by a cannon badl, 
and carried off the field. The Russian cavalry 
were borne down by numbers and cut to pieces. 
The allies at length fled precipitately through 
Rheims, pressed upon by an overwhelming force 
of cavalry, and lost, beside killed and wounded, 
6000 prisoners. 

During the removal of the main French army 
and emperor from the Seine, Prince Schwartzen- 
berg, who was undoubtedly obstructed by a very 
inferior force, moved forward to re-occupy the 
ground he had lost, but gained no advantages of a 
decided or important nature. On the 4th his head 
quarters were at Troyes, at which place he con- 
tinued until the 13th. On the 15th of March, in 
coasequence of Bonaparte's retreat from before 
Blucher at Laon, Hchwartzenberg moved to 
JPont sur Seine and assumed an aspect of offence. 
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Several corps were put' in motion, but^ the 
news of the defeat of St. Priest at Rbeims 
checked all these movements. On the liith the 
bead quarters of prince Schwartzenberg were al 
Arcis, and Bonaparte advancing from Rbeims upon 
Fere Champenoisse. The movements of the com-* 
inanders of the allies were now directed towards 
forming a junction, and those of Bonaparte to ob* 
struct that object Frequent changes of position^ 
with actions l>etween small corps of the contending 
armies, took place. On the 19th we find Bona- 
parte in possession of Arcis, and the next da^ the 
allies concentrated all the corps of the main army 
before Arris, and ofiered battle, but about one 
o'clock the French army were perceived filing off 
on the other side of the Aube, and their columns 
taking the 'direction of Vitry. Their rear j^nl, 
in Areis, was attacked by the Prince of Wirtem- 
berg, but they valiantly defended themselves, and 
covered the movement of the army. 

Marshal Blucher, being joined by the remains 
of the corps of St Priest, moved upon Kheims, 
which bis advance entered as the rear of the 
Fiench retreated. The array of Silesia moved 
forward to their junction with the grand army. 

In the evenittg of the 21st of March, the whole 
of the French army was in march for Vitry. That 
night the French emperor remained at l^ommessus ; 
on the following day the advance of his army ar- 
rived at Vitry, and summoned the place to sur- 
render. A Prussian colonel, with 4000 men, held 
it for tl)e allies, and refused to surrender, which 
obliged the French commander to cross the Mame 
by bridges which he constructed near Frignicourt. 
Bonaparte here passed his whole army on the 23d 
and 24th of March, and immediately took the di^ 
ruction of at. Dizier. Marshals Ney and M^Don- 



Digitized by 



Google. 



56 

aid were in front of the allies, filing to join the 
emperor at 8t Dezier. 

Bonaparte might now have had one of these 
three objects in view : either by movements round 
the right of the allies to force them back ; or, if 
that failed, to operate upon their communications^ 
and even proceed to fonu a junction with marshal 
Augereau ; or, lastly, by moving to his fortreasea 
of Metz, &c. prolong the war by resisting on a new 
line, while he placed the allies in the ceatre of 
.France, having taken the best precautions in his 
power for the safety of his capital. 

It is said that the allies knew this last to be bis 

?]an by means of an intercepted letter, and that 
^rince Schwartzenberg regulated bis movementa 
accordingly. The bold resolution was taken of 
forming the junction of the two armies to the we^* 
ward, thus placing themselves between the French 
army and Paris, and proceeding with a united 
force of at least 200,000 men to the capital of the 
French empire. 

In order the better to masl this movement, the 
march of the allied army was made from Pougey, 
Lesmont, and Arcis on Vitry ; the emperor of 
Russia, by jtWo extraordinary marches of 18 and 
12 leagues, established his head quarters, with those 
ofthe marshal prince Schivartzenberg, at Vitry on 
the 24th of Maixh. 

On the 25th the combined armies marched in ' 
three columns to Fere Cbampenoisse. All the 
cavalry of the army formed the adViance, and 
were to push forward to Sezanne. Marshal 
Blucher bad arrived at Chalons, and bis cavalry, 
under Winzingerode and Czernicho£^ bad entered 
Vitry on the 23d, and had been immediately des- 
patched to follow up Bonaparte's march to St. 
Dizier and threaten his rear. Winzingerode's in- 
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fantry had remained with Blucher at Chalons, toe 
gether with Woronzoff and Sachen's corps. BuJow 
had inarched to attack Soissons; and Generate 
. D'Yorck and Kleist had moved on the line of 
Montnoirail. It is pretty obvious, from these 
movements, that if Bonaparte had not crossed the 
Aube, and, passing between the armies of Blucher 
and Schwartzenberg, thrown them between him* 
self and Paris, he would have found himself in a 
similar situation to that which proved so fatal to 
him at Leipsic. 

It appears that the corps of Marshals Marmont 
and Mortier had been ordered by Bonaparte to 
join him, previous to his adopting his late plan ; or, 
perhaps, were, without instructions, retinng from 
before Marshal Blucher, and, ignorant of their em- 
.perqr's plans, were moving down towards Vitry to 
join him. Certain it is that Marmont's advance 
was within a very short distance of Vitry on the 
night of the 24th, without any suspicion that the 
place was in the hands of the allies. 
. On the morning of the 25th of March the ad- 
vanced guard of the Prince Royal of Wirtemberg 
fell in with the advance of Marmont soon after he 
bad commenced his march. The French, perceiv- 
ing a great force advancing upon them, retired. 
The cavalry pursued, and^the Russian guards 
charged the French cuirassiers, and afterwards the 
infantry, taking 1000 prisonei*s, 10 cannon, with 
caissons, wagons, ^c. 

Upon the arrival of Prince Schwartzenberg at 
Fere Champenoisse, a large body of French were 
observed matching directly upon head quarters. 
This proved to be a detached column of 5000 
men under Gen* Ames, which had been making 
its way under the protection of Marmont^s corps 
from the neighbourlK)od of Monlmirail to join 
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the emperor^a grand" army. This corps had id 
charge an immense convoy with 100,000 rations of 
Jbread and ammunition. The cavalry of Marshal 
Blucher had first discovered this corps, and had 
driven it upon Fere Ghampenoisse, as the cavalry 
of the grand army was advancing. Some charges 
of cavalry had been made upon this corps, princi* 
pally composed of young troops and national 
guards; they were formed in squares, and de- 
fended themselves with the skill and fiiinness of 
veterans. When they were completely surround- 
ed by the cavalry of both armies, some officers 
were sent to demand Iheir surrender, but they re- 
fused, and seemed determined to cut their way 
through their enemies, marcliing on and firing with- 
out cessation. A battery of Russian artillery was 
opened upon them, which broke down their ranka 
with terrible slaughter; and this was followed by 
renewed charges of cavalry, which completed their 
destruction. The corps of Marmont and Mortier 
retreated upon Paris, and left in the hands of the 
allies on this occasion between^ 80 and 90 piece&of 
cannon, from 6 to 7,000 prisoners, beside the con- 
voy above mentioned. 

Generals D'Yorck and Kleist, who had moved 
from Montmirail to La Perte Gaucher, arrived on 
the 2bth, in time to augment the discomifiture of this 
portion of the French army. General iV Yorck's 
corps made lAOO prisoners. Nothing but a con- 
tinued series of forced marches could have enabled 
Marmont and Mortier to carry ofifthe remains of 
this army into Paris. 

On the 26th of March the grand army of the 
allies was in motion in three columns from Fere 
Champenoisse. The head quarters of the emperor 
of Russia and Prince Schwartzenberg were at 
Trefibu; the cavalry of Count Pabkn were pushed 
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on beyond La Perte Gaucher, and joined Generals 
D'Yorck ?ind Kleist; the cavalry and reserve were 
bivouacked at La Vergere, on the right of the great 
road; the 6th and 4th corps were in the centre; 
the 5th on the left, and the 3d remained in the rear 
to cover all the baggage, artillery, parks, and train, 
and to make the march of the whole compac^. 
Some partisan corps occupied the country about 
Arcis and Troyes, between the Marne and Seine 
rivers. 

Generals Winzingerode and Czernichoff^ who 
continued to follow on the rear of Bonaparte with 
10,000 cavalry and 40 pieces of cannon, found that 
he was marching by Brienne to Bar sur Aube and 
Troyes, thus hastening back to the capital with 
the utmost precipitation. 

On the 28th and 29th of March the united armies 
of Prince^ Schwartzenberg and Marshal Blucber 

?assed the Marne at Triport and Meaux. The 
Vench opposed but a feeble resistance to the pas- 
sage of the river. About I0,00(> of the national 
guard endeavoured to make a stand before a part 
of the army of Silesia between La Ferte Jouarre 
and Meaux, but General Home, placing himself at 
the head of some squadrons, pierced the French 
infantry and took their commander prisoner. On 
the evening of the 28th General D' Yorck was se- 
verely engaged near Claye ; he, however, succeed- 
ed, after some obstinate fighting, in dislodging the 
French troops from the woods about that place. . 

On the 29th the whole -army (with the excep- 
tion of the corps of Wrede and Sachen, which 
were left in position at Meaux) advanced upon 
Paris. Continual skirmishing took place, but the 
French retired, giving up Pantin, on their right, and 
the ground in front of Montmartre on their left. 

Previous to the junction of Marshals Marmont 
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and M orlier^s coips with the garrison of Paris, thai 
papitai had only for its defence a part of General 
Gerard's corpj^, with about 8000 regular troops, and 
the nationnl guards, amounting to about 30,000 
men, under General Kulin. Joseph Bonaparte, with 
this inadequate force, had charge of the defence of 
the capital of France. Marmont and Mortier 
rendered him every assistance in their power. 

On the 30th of March the French occupied with 
their right the heights of Fontenoy, Romainville, 
and Belleville ; their left was on Montmartre, and 
they had several redoubts in the centre, on the canal 
de rOuraue, and on the whole line a train of ar- 
tillery or above one hundred and fifty pieces, 
This position was strong from the intersected na- 
ture of the ground on its right. The heights of 
JMontmartre commanded the plain in the rear of 
the canal de FOurque, and added strength to the 
French position ; but it is easily seen, that the force 
of the defenders was by no means adequate to resist 
an army of 200,000 Russians, Austrians, and Prus- 
sians, flushed with victory, inured to discipline, and 
directed by generals equal, at least, to the mar- 
Bhals of France. 

In order to attack the French positions, the Si- 
lesian army was directed iipon Montmartre, St.. 
iienis, and the villages of La Valette and Pantin ; 
while the grand army attacked the right of the 
French, on the heights of Fontenoy, Romainville 
pnd Belleville. 
The 6th corps, under Reiffsky, moved from Bondy, 
in three columns of attack, supported by the guards 
and the reserves. Leaving the great route of 
IMeaux, they attacked the beis^hts of Romainville 
and Belleville, which, as well as Montmartre, are 
very commanding, the ground between being co- 
vered with villages and country seats. These 
heights command Paris, and the country around. 
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Prince Eujorene of Wirtemberg, with his division 
of the 6th corps, commenced the attack, and en- 
dured for a long time a most galling fire of artille- 
ry, but being supported by the reserves of grena- 
diers, he carried the heights of Romainville, and the 
French retreated to those of Belleville. The Prince 
Royal of Wirtemberg supported this attack by a 
simultaneous movement, upon the heights of Ros- 
ney and Charenton. The 3d corps of the army 
was placed in echeilon, near Nuiily, in reserve, as 
well as the cavalry. 

The attack of the Silesian army was delayed by 
gome accident, and did not commence so soon as 
that of Prince Schwartzenbei^. But the columns 
of Blucher were soon seen debouching under Ge- 
nerals D'Yorck and Kleist, and attacking the 
French positions at Auberville and Saare. At 
Pantin the French made a gallant resistance to the 
overwhelming numbers of their enemies, but the 
place was carried by the allies at the point of the 
bayonet 

In the centre a strong redoubt and battery kept 
General D'Yorck in check for a long time, but the 
right flank of the French having been gained by 
the successful attack upon Romainville, they were 
obliged to retire from this position. 

The French commanders, seeing the unavailing 
resistance which their brave troops were making 
to superior numbers, demanded a cessation of hos^ 
tilities, offering to give up all the ground without 
the barriers oS Paris, until further arrangements 
could be made. 

The chiefs of the allies, guided by that wisdom 
which has so eminently distinguished their councils^ 
and so conspicuously led them to victory; imrne* 
diately acceded to the proposition. Count Par, 
aid-de-camp tp the emperor of Russia, and Colonel 
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OrlofF, aid-de-camp to Prifire Pch!frarlzenb«*rg, 
were sent to arrange the cessation of boslilitiea. 
At 4 oVJock in the afternoon the battle had 
ceased, and Count Nesselrode, his imperial majes- 
ty's'yiinister, entered Paris. 

It id sometimes useful, and always agreeable, to 
follow the thought which so often su^ests itself, '^ if 
such an event bad not happened, what would have 
been the consequence?" for although the destined 
chain of causes and effects is undeviating and un- 
changeable, we can imagine a link removed, and 
replace it by another, whose consequences inevita- 
bly lead to a result widely different from the reali- 
ty. Thus, if Bonaparte had, instead of throwing 
himself in the rear of the allies, kept himself be- 
tween them and Paris, we must imagine from this 
day's conflict, in which the French had so slender 
a force to oppose to thp immense host of their as- 
sailants, that all the army of Bonaparte, with the 
unbroken corps of M armont and Mortier, would 
have given a fearful, perhaps a fatal check to the 
progress of the allied sovereigns. But happily for 
mankind. Napoleon rushed blindly, in more than 
one instance, to his destruction ; and the moment 
l\ad now arrived when empire and power were to 
fall from him, and a new system of things commence 
under the guidance of those councils which had 
overthrown him. The day after the battle of Paris, 
the allied princes entered that capital, and their 
entry may be considered as the signal of the com- 
plete downfal of Napoleon Bonaparte; perhaps 
bv previous agreement with the leaders of the 
French people. 

Before we enter upon the detail of the arrange* 
ments by which peace was restored to Europe, we 
will look back to the events which were passing in 
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the nortby m Italy, and in the 86iith of Fnnce, 
during the march of the allies to Paris. 

We have seen that the crown prince of Sweden, 
in November, entered Hanover, and pushed for- 
ward his troops into Holland* In both these coun- 
tries this prince was deservedly popular. His 
great talents and consummate prudence, which had 
be^n so eminently useful in the councils of the 
allies during the progress of the war, were now 
usefully exerted in the north ; while Russia, Aus- 
tria, and Prussia attracted the gaze of the world 
on a more splendid scene of action. In February 
he w^s still m Hanover, and addressed a proclama- 
tion to his countrymen, the French, in which be 
declares that the intention of the allies is not to di- 
vide France, but lo secure their own independence; 
he accuses Bonaparte of being the author of all 
the evils which Frenchmen suffer, but somewhat 
ludicrously reproaches them with serving a man not 
born among them. On the 12th of February, when 
crossing the Rhine and entering with his Swedes 
the territoiy of his native country, he again ad- 
dressed his French cou'ntrymen ; he tells them that 
at the coinand of his king, he had taken up arms 
for the defence of Sweden ; that he had avenged 
the Swedes, and assisted in effecting the liberation 
of Germany; that thfe object of the war, on the 
part of the allies, is to secure themselves,, not to in- 
jure France, and that his principal happiness will 
consist, after fulfilling his duty to his adopted 
country, *' in securing the future happiness of bis 
former countrymen." 

Hamburg, in possession of the French, under 
Marshal Uavoust, continued to experience the mise- 
ry resulting from the presence of a garrison of 
fbreigners, who seized upon every resource, which 
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the city preseoted, to retard that ereot which the 
inhabitants most wished. 

In Holland the leaders of the people, not content 
with the restoration of the ancient constitution, and 
the hereditary stadtholdership in the house .^f 
Orange, changed the character of the goTernm^iit 
to that of a limited monarchy. On this occasiaD 
the prince of Orange issued an address, on the 2d of 
December, 18IJ, m which be disavowed all in* 
clination to assume any other title than that of 
stadtholder, but submitted his will, like a dutiful 
sovereign, to the will of his subjects. The sove* 
reign prince issued a decree, annulling all the du- 
ties and restrictions established by the French go- 
vernment. The work of rectification and re- 
establishment went on happily ; and on the 3d of 
March, 1814, William of Orange and Nassau, Sove- 
reign Prince of the United Netherlands, issued a 
proclamation, in which he says, that having been 
called to the sovereignty by the people, he has 
declared that he undertook the same, only under 
the guaranty of a constitution, which should se- 
cure the freedom of the people against all 
abuses: that he had considered it his duty to sum- 
mon together " men of consideration,** and to 
charge them with the task of establishing a funda- 
mental code corresponding to the habits, wishes, 
and necessities of the people ; that this had been 
performed and submitted to him ; that he approves 
of it, but as it concerns the wliole of the people, the 
people must be consulted thereon; that the peo- 
ple must receive the strorfgest assurance that their 
interests are attended to by the constitution, that 
religious freedom shall be secured, that education 
shall be attended to, that pei^onal freedom shall 
be no longer an empty name, that the administra- 
tion of justice sliall be impartial, that commerce, 
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y 
agiiculture, and manilfacUires, shall not be ob- '"i 
structed, that no restraint be imposed on the do- 
meetic economy of the people, that by the coope- 
ration of the two principal branches of the govern- 
ment, the general Jaws shall be founded on the true 
interests of the state, that *' the finances, and the 
arming of the people, the main pillars of Ihe body 
politic, be placed in that central point upon which 
the greatest and most invaluable privilege of a free 
people — their independence — ^may be firmly fixed." 
After taking a glance at the miseries the country 
has suffered, he calls upon the people to support 
him in his dBTorts to reestablish the country^ and 
states, that in order to be enabled to judge 
whether the constitutional code, thus framed, be 
a means of obtaining the end wished, he purposes. 
to submit it, for maturer consideration, to an assem- 
bly of the best qualified persons; he has, therefore, 
appointed a special commission, to choose, out of 
a list given in to him, 600 persons, in due propor- 
tion to the population of the existing departments^ 
who, when confirmed by the people (as after di- 
rected) shall meet on the 28th of March, 1814, at 
Amsterdam, and determine this weighty business/' 
The prince goes on to say, that a list of the per- 
sons chosen for each department shall be made 
public; that any inhabitant, being a housekeeper, 
may, by signing his name in a register which shall 
lay open for eight days in each canton, disapprove 
of any person or persons whom he may deem un* 
qualified; and that, when it shall appear to him, 
from summing up the registers, that the majority 
are satisfied with the persons thus submitted to 
their election, he shall consider them as the repre- 
sentatives of the whole Dutch people, call them 
together, appear in the midst of them, and salute 
them as such ; that they shall, ia freedom, proceed 
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in their labour, and report by a committee their 
progress to him, atid as the constitutional code 
is adopted, he will take the oath prescrii;^, and be 
installed in state. 

In the meantime, the English army which bad 
been sent to the Netherlands to cooperate with the 
allies appears to have sustained a series of defeats 
and disasters. Sir T. Graham, distinguished in the 
history of the present war by the sanguinary as- 
saults of St. Sebastian, met with repulse in two 
attempts upon Antwerp early* in February, but 
bis defeat in an attack upon Bergen-op*Zoom, on 
the 8th of March, was singularly disgraceful to 
th^ English arms. This almost impi*egnable mas- • 
■ ter-piece of the great engineer Cohorn was as- 
^tsaulted by the orders of General Graham, and at* 
tempted to be carried by a coup de motn, without 
the requisite breaching being made, or, as it ap- 
pears, any pufficient ground to justify the assault 

The attack was made in foUr columns on the 
night of the 8th of March. It had been given out 
that an attempt was to be made on Fort Lillo, be- 
tween Antwerp and Bergen-op-Zoom. Bergen is 
on a rising ground, or hill, protected by a marsh 
on the southeast, and watered by the little river 
Zoom, which is distributed into dykes and canals. 
On the west it is washed by a branch of the Scheldt 
It is stated that the French commander wished to 
evacuate the place, and that the inhabitants were 
in favour of the assailants. 

On the southeast side, and on the north side, 
next to Molen, the attack was made simultaneous- 
ly, and, at first, with some success. Assisted by the 
ice, the English traversed the morass, scaled tbe 
empalements and cheveaux-de-friii^e, and gained 
I)os8ession of part of the rampart The garrison 
was taken by surprise, and made feeble resistance 
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to the first divisions of assailants, but no confu- 
sion ensued ; tbe French flew to their posts, and 
ipade their usual skilful and valiant defence. Ma- 
jor Geneial Cooke commanded the left column of 
the English, Major General Skerritt and Brigadier 
General Gore accompanied the right, which was 
the first that forced its way into the place. The 
two columns were to move along the rampart, so 
as to form a junction as soon as possible, clear the 
ramparts, and assist the centre column, or force the 
Antwerp gate. The left column was thrown into 
disorder by finding a difficulty in passing the ditch 
on the ice, and their attack was delayed until 
half pa^t 1 1 o'clock. They assaulted by escalade,, 
but their enemy was prepared for them. The 
French, from the tops of the walls, raised up the 
ladders with hooks, and dashed down the men on 
the frozen ditches. The gates were opened from 
within, and the greater part of this column like- 
wise gained the ramparts. Meanwhile General 
Gore and Colonel Carleton were killed. Major 
General Skerritt severely wounded, and the right 
column fell into disorder, and suffered proportiona- 
bly in killed, wounded, and prisoners. The £n- 

glish guards were drawn up, and prepared to fire 
y platoons, when they were ordered to throw out 
their priming, and charge ; they advanced at the pas 
de chargCy but were mowed down by showers of balls 
which laid nearly the whole brigade prostrate. A 
detachment of the guards which bad been sent to 
the assistance of Colonel Carleton, and to secure 
the Antwerp gate, were totally cut off. 

The centre column, having been forced back with 
great loss, and its coihmanders both killed, were 
re-formed under the command of a major, and 
marched to the assistance of General Cooke. 
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Afler a nigbt of confusion, disaster, and slaughter, 
the day broKe, only to show the English their for-- 
lorn situation, and to expose them, unprotected, 
on the ramparts, to the surer aim of their enemies^ 

Sims. The reserve of the fourth column, (he 
oyal ScotSj getting under a destructive cross fire, 
threw down their arms. The French commander. 
General Bizanet, took the first opportunity which 
daylight afforded to send an officer to General 
Cooke with a summons to surrender; which he 
very wisely complied with, and the remainder of 
the English laid dovvn their arms on the ramparts 
of Bergen-op-Zoom. 

General Bizanet drew forth the admiration of 
hb enemies more by his humane attention to his 
suff*ering assailants than by his excellent defence. 
He entered into an agreement for a suspension of 
hostilities for three days, sufiered all prisonei-s, not 
too severely wounded, Iq depart on parole, and al- 
leviated by every means in bis power the miseries 
which a rash attempt had brought on the English 
troops. 

In Italy Bonaparte was deserted by another king 
of his own manufacturing ; and King Murat was 
received as a legitimate sovereign by the allied 
monarchs of Europe. On the i7th of January, 
1814, Murat announced this event to the world, in 
a curious manifesto. On the 19th bis I^eapolitans 
entered the papal territories; established a provi* 
sional government at Rome on the 24th, and, pro- 
gressing northward, occupied Florence. Another 
army of Neapolitans joined the Austrians at Fara- 
ra on the 22d, and General Bellegarde, having had 
a personal interview with Murat, put his army in 
motion earl^ in February, to attack Prince Eugene 
Beauharnois, who still adhered to Napoleon* 
With ifae Neapolitans marching on his flank and 
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resir^ Beaubarnois was compelled to abandon bis po- 
sitions on tbe Adij^e, which he had successfullj de- 
fended against the Austrians, and to fall back upon 
Mincio. On the 8th of February General Belle- 
garde attacked the French at Valleggio; and a very 
severe battle with great slaughter ensued, without * 
any decisive result The advantage was with BeaU' 
harnois, who, nevertheless, was obliged, by the de- 
monstrations of the Neapolitans against his rear, 
to continue his retrograde movements. 

About the middle of February Lord Welling- 
ton, with an army of Spanish, Portuguese, and En- 
glish, opened the campaign in the south of France. 
This great general had been enabled, owing to the 
successes of Russia, to drive the French armies out 
of the Spanish and Portuguese peninsula, and tO( 
follow them into the French territory. On the 
27th of February was fought the battle of Orthez, 
in which Marshal Soult was defeated by the allies 
under Lord Wellington, and lost a large portion of 
his army not only by death, wounds, and captivity, 
but by desertion* 

The army of the allies having crossed the Adour, 
below Bayonnci and invested that city. Lord 
Wellington pushed on a detachment of his army, 
under Sir W. Beresford, to take possession of Bor- 
deaux. On the 12th of March the citizens of Bor- 
deaux, preceded by the mayor, came out to meet 
the English general^with acclamations, and dis- 
played the white cockade in token of loyalty to 
I^uis XVIIL 

Louis Antoine, dukeof Angouleme, and nephew 
to the titular king of France, who had been sent ta 
the south to join Wellington, and take advantage 
of the events which might favour the Bourbon dy^ 
nasty, published letterspateht from the titular king; 
dated from Hartwell, England, authorizing him to 
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establish the king's governmeDt in all places to 
which be might be able to penetrate; to levy 
troops, and receive the allegiance of those who 
might abandon the opposite standard; to command 
all the military for the king ; to take from the pnb- 
' lie chests all necessary treasure for the royal ser- 
vice ; to appoint all officers both civil and military : 
tiiese powers to continue in force until the arrival 
of the king, or of his brother Charles Philip (Mon- 
sieur) who had been appointed lieutenant general 
of the kingdom. 

The duke of Angouleme proceeded to Bor- 
deaux, and assured the people of France that they 
were deliFered from tyrants, wars, conscriptions, 
and vexatious imposts ; and the whole of tbe de» 
partraent of La Landes declared for Louis XVIU. 

In the mean time the shattered army of Soult 
continued to retreat before Wellington, who, hav- 
ing collected his detachments, on the 18th of March, 
pushed the French with someloss to Vic Bagourey 
and Tarbes. On the 20th Soult made a show of 
giving battle at Tarbes, but, on the approach of the 
allies, retreated skirmishing. On the 24th the 
French arm} had reached Toulouse. 

TSo event of importance took place in the south 
of France until after the momentous transactions 
at Paris, which decided the fate of Europe ; yet, that 
we may not turn again to the inferior parts of our 
story, we will here notice son^ unfortunate occur- 
rences in which the waste of human life was even 
more than usually to be regretted, as unnecessary, 
and without accomplishing any desirable purpose. 
On the It)th of Apnl Lord Wellington, not having 
heard of the cessation of hostilities agreed upon at 
Paris, attacked the positions of Marshal Soult at 
Toulouse; the French joined battle, and a contest 
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mjcceeded^ which was as sanguinary as it was use- 
less. After various attacks and repulses, the French 
were driven from their positions, and evacuated 
Toulouse, after sustaining a loss of six generals and 
a great number of men, killed or wounded. On 
the 1 3th Sir John Hope, who commanded the be^ 
siegers of Bayonne, having received intimation of * 
the transactions at Paris, sent a flag communicating 
the intelligence to the French commander, who, 
paying no attention to this message, made a sortie 
Tery unexpectedly upon the English, killed and 
wounded a great number of men, with two generals, 
and among other prisoners took the English com- 
mander. Sir John Hope. 

Having taken this cursory view of the more dis- 
tant and less important events, we return to the 
raomentous transactions which were passing at and 
near Paris. 

After the battle of the 30th of March, under the 
walls of Paris, it was agreed that the French, under 
the command of Joseph Bonaparte, should evacu- 
ate the city on the morning of the 31st, and the al- 
lied sovereigns take possession, with their armies, 
of the capital of France. The capitulation consist- 
ed of eight articles, by which it was provided, that 
the troops of the line should leave the city with all 
the appurtenances of their corps d^armee at seven 
o'clock in the morning ; that hostilities should not 
recommence until two hours after ; that all arsenals, 
&c. &c. should be lift as before the capitulation 
was proposed ; that the national guards should be 
separated from the troops of the line, and disarmed 
or disbanded at the pleasure of the allies ; and the 
city was recommended to the generosity of the 
allies. 

On the 31st the emperor of Russia and king of 
Prussia, at the head of their troops, (for on such 
occasions all emperors and kings head their troops,) 
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entered the city of Paris, and were received with 
acclamations. The white cockade was displayed 
by some of the Parisians, and the cry of "Vive 
Louis XVIII.'' was heard and encouraged. The 
national guard in their uniforms, and armed, clear- 
ed avenues for the troops of the allies to pass, while 
the people hailed the entrance of an invading and 
conquering army as a blessing, and the lower ordet 
of the populace amused themselves by placing a 
rope round the neck of the statue of Napoleon, 
shouting " a bas le tyran/' 

The ennperor of Russia went immediately to the 
hotel of Talleyrand, and in the aRernoon of the 
same day published a declaration, slating that the 
object of the allies was to restrain the ambition of 
Bonaparte, and that as soon as France, by changing 
* her government, shall give assurance of peace, the 
allies are ready to'treaton terms favouraole to her; 
that they will treat no more with Napoleon Bona- 
parte or any of his family ; that they respect the 
integrity of ancient France, and because they think, 
that for the happiness of Europe France ought to 
be great and strong, they are even willing to add 
to her ancient power; that they will recognise and 
guarantee the constitution which the French nation 
shall give itself, and invite the senate to appoint a 
provisional government, and prepare such a consti- 
tution as may be adopted by the French people. 
On the first of April the emperor of Russia nomi- 
nated General Sachen as governor of Parisi and 
the same day the provisional government was or- 
ganized, consisting of Talleyrand, Prince of Bene- 
vente, the Duke D'Alberg, General Count de 
Bournonville, Francoise de Faucourt, and the 
Abbe Montesquieu. One of their first acts was to 
order every obstacle to be removed which opposed 
the journey of the pope, the courageous head of 
the church, to bis own territories ; and to-order that 
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Prince Carlos of Spain/ Ferdinand's brother, should 
be conducted mih all honours to the first Spanish 
post. 

A decree for the dethronement of Bonaparte 
was brought forward in the conservative senate on 
the 2d of April, which, after revision, was on the 3d 
adopted. It declares, that in a constitutional 
monarchy the monarch exists only in virtue of the 
constitution, or social compact; that Napoleon Bo« 
napaile, during a period of firm and prudent go- 
Temment, gave reason to expect further acts of 
wisdom and justice, but afterwards violated the 
compact which united him to the people, by levy- 
ing imposts and taxes contrary to law, and the oath 
which he had taken; that he had adjourned the le* 
gisTative body without necessity ; suppressed a 
criminal report of that body, and disputed its title 
and share in the national representation ; that he 
undertook a series of wars in violation of Art 50 
of the constitution of the 22d Frimaire, year 8, 
which purports, that declarations of war should be 
proposed, debated, decreed, and promulgated in the 
same manner as laws; that he had unconstitution* 
ally issued decrees of death ; that he had violated 
tl>e commercial laws; that he bad annulled the re« 
sponsibility of ministers, confounded authorities, 
and destroyed the independence of judicial bodies; 
that he had violated the liberty of the press; that 
lie had, in the publication, altered acts and reports 
heard by the senate ; that instead of reigning ac- 
cording to his oath, for the happiness of the people, 
he had completed the misfortunes of his country, 
by refusing to treat for peace on conditions which 
the national interests required him to accept ; that 
he had abused the means entrusted to him in men 
and money; that he had abandoned the wounded 
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without dressing;, assistance, or subsistence ; (bat be 
had mined the towns, depopulated the country, and 
introduced famine and contagion ; that for all thesis 
causes the imperial government, established 28th 
Floreal, year 1 2, had ceased to exist, and that to 
accomplish the wish of France, the restoration of 
peace, and a reconciliation with Europe, the senate 
declares and decrees, Ist, That Napoleon Bonaparte 
has forfeited the throne ; and the hereditary go- 
vernment established in his family is abolished. 

2d. The French people and the army are ab- 
solved from their path of fidelity towards Napoleon 
Bonaparte. 

3d. The present decree shall be transnrritted by 
a message to ttie provisional government of France, 
conveyed forthwith to all the departments and the 
armies, and immediately be proclaimed in all the 
quarters of the capital. 

A similar resolution was the same day adopted 
\>y the legislative body. 

Prince Sch wart zen berg lost no tune in commu- 
nicating to the marshal duke of Rngusa the events 
which bad taken place, giving him an invitation, as 
from the provisional government, to join the cause 
of the country with the troops under his command. 
The French marshal accepted the invitation, say- 
ing, that the army and people having been absolv* 
ed from their oath of allegiance, by the decree of 
the senate, he, to prevent civil war, will quit Na- 
poleon on the following conditions: That all 
French troops, quitting the banners of Napoleon, 
shall be free to retire to Normandy with their arms, 
baggage, and ammunition, and with military 
honoui-s from the allies ; that if, in consequence of 
this movement, the person of Napoleon should fall 
into the hands of the al4ies, his life should be gua- 
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1-aniied to birn, and his liberty in a circumscribed 
space of territory. 

These terms were acceded to by the allies, and 
the army of the duke of Ragusa marched through 
the allied armies to Versailles, with every demon- 
stration of respect on the part of the conquerors of 
France. 

On the 5th of April an address dated Ck)rbeil, 
and signed General Lucotte, was promulgated to 
the French army, saying, that the Emperor Napo- 
leon has announced that be being considered as the 
only obstacle to the peace of Europe, he is ready 
to renounce the throne, or life itself, for the welfare 
of France ; that he demands the succession to the 
throne for his son and empress; that the answer of 
the ** first bodies of the state" is awaited, and that 
the allies appeared to protect the free expression 
of the wish of those bodies ; that in the mean time 
a truce is established. 

On the same day Marshal Ney addressed a letter - 
to Talleyrand, president of the provisional govern^ 
ment, saying, that he (Ney) and the dukes of Ta^? 
rentum and Yicenza had repaired to Paris on the 
4th, charged to defend, before the emperor of Rus- 
sia, the interest of Bonaparte's dynasty. That, ark 
unforeseen event put a stop to the negotiation^ 
and that, foreseeing the evils of civil war, if the 
cause of the Bourbons was not promptly em- 
braced, he bad repaired to the emperor, and made 
known the wishes of the French people; that the 
emperor- had consented to '^ an entire and unre- - 
stricted abdication." 

On the 6th of April appeared a declaration of 
the emperor of Russia, stating, that as continual 
applications were making to him, by individuals, 
relative to personal interests, he, *' having come to 
France to concur in the establishment of peace. 
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and to promote the happioess of the coot^ry^'' 
will exercise no influence over the French consti« 
tnted authorities relative to the execution of the 
laws ; therefore, all persons are referred to those 
authorities. 

On the same day the provisional government pub- 
lished an address to the people, wherein, after ex- 
Eatiating upon the evils brought upon the country 
y Bonaparte, they declare the change in the go- 
vernment, and invite France to be happy ; and the 
conservative senate decreed, that the French go- 
vernment is monarchical and hereditary; that the 
people call to the throne Louis Stanislaus Xavier ; 
that the ancient nobility resume their titles, the 
new preserve tbeir's hereditarily, and the legion of 
bdnour be maintained ; that the executive power 
is in the king ; that the king, senate, and legislative 
body make the laws : laws may originate in the 
senate or legislative body, but those relative to 

•contribution must originate with the latter; the 
Icing's sanction necessary to a law ; that the seni^ 

- fiball consist of at least l/>0, at most 200, their dig- 
nity hereditary, the present senators to remain 
such, and the remainder of the number to be named 
by the king ; a senator must be twenty-one years 
of age, and all princes of the blood are by right 
senators; that the deputies to the legislative body, 
as they were when last adjourned, shall conli* 
mie until replaced by a new election, to take place 
in 1816 ; they shall assemble by right on the 1st of 

• October .of each year ; the king may convoke ex- 
traordinary sessions of the legislative body, may 
adjourn it, may dissolve it, but in the latter case, 
another must be formed in at least three months; 
that no member of the senate or legislative body 
can be arrested but by authority from the body to 
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i9vhich he belongs; (he trial of a member of either 
body belongs to the senate ; that equality of taxa* 
tion is a rights and taxes can only be imposed by 
free consent of the. senate and legislative body; 
that the mode of recruiting the army ishall be fixed 
by law ; that the independence of the judiciary is 
guarantied^ the institution of juries presenred, and 
the publicity of criminal trials ; that the military 
in service^ or on half pay, preserre their ranks and 
emoluments; that the person of the king is sacred 
and inviolable ; the ministers responsible for viola- 
tions of the laws by public acts, which they must 
sign ; that freedom of conscience and worship is 
guarantied ; that the liberty of the press is eniire, 
with the exception of legal repression of abuses 
resulting therefrom ; that the public debt is guaran- 
tied, and the sales of national domains irrevocably 
maintained; that no Frenchman shall be prose- 
cuted for opinions or votes which he has ^iven, and 
all are equally admissible to civil and military em- 
ployments ; that the existing laws remain in force 
till legally repealed ; that the present constitution 
shall be submitted to the acceptance of the French 
people. '* Louis Stanislaus Aavier shall be pro- 
claimed king of the French as soon as he shall have 
signed and sworn, by an act stating, 1 accept the 
constituUan ; I srvear to observe it, and cause it to he 
observed/* 

Such is^the outline of the constitution, which, 
with the approbation, as it must appear, of the 
emperor of Russia and his allies, the French con-« 
servative senate decreed ; and Monsieur, the bro* 
Iher and lieutenant of Louis, having entered Paris 
on the 13th of A^ril, was next day visited by the 
senate and legislative body ; and they, by a decree* 
committed the provisionaljgovernment to him, until 
;^* Louis Stanislaus Xavier shall have accepted the 
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coDstilutioDal diarter" His rojal highness as» 
fiured these visiters that he bad made himself ac* 
quainted with the constitutional act which recalls 
his hrotber to the throne of France, and though be 
has not received power to accept the constitution, 
he from his knowledge of his brother assures them, 
in bis name, that he will admit the basis of it. He 
then repeats tbe material points in tbe constitution, 
tend concludes with thanks in his brother's name 
for what they had done. 

Happy would it have been if virtue enough had 
been found in the rulers and people of France to 
maintain a form of government even so good as 
thia They would then have had the best govem*- 
inentin Europe, and been repaid for the long series 
of war and wo which they have experienced. The 
limits of the present work will not permit to the 
writer the useful task of comparing this constitution 
with the English or other constitutions, or of poin^ 
ing out what be considers its excellencies or de* 
fects. 

On the 15th of April the emperor of Austria 
made his entrance into Paris, accompanied by the 
Crown Prince Bernadotte ; and Monsieur receiv- 
ed the emperors of Russia and Austria, with the 
sovereigns of Prussia and Sweden, and- accompa* 
sied them to a review of the allied troops. 

We have seen that Bonaparte, who had in seve- 
ral negotiations at different points of time been 
driven to lower his demands, had not yet lowered 
them as rapidly as his falling fortunes demanded ; 
and had finally been obliged to abdicate the 
throne. No other conditions were granted to him 
than a pension, and the petty sovereignty of the 
little island of Elba. 

To this place of banishment he was sent under 
the escort of commissioners, in an English frigate. 
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Such was the end of Bonaparte^s campaign against 
Russia. On the 20th of A pril, he left Foatainbleau^ 
the scene of his hun)iliation, and embarked. on the 
28tb at SL Kapbeu, near Frejus, for Elba, where he 
safely arrived, and took possession of the island on 
the 4th of May. 

We will now conclude this brief narrative of the 
most stupendous events ever witnessed, by noticing 
the fate of the constitution, decreed by the French 
senate, and the definitive treaty of peace, which 
has fixed for a time the tranquillity and the balance 
of power of Europe. 

Louis Stanislaus Xavier, having arrived in 
France, and being received with every demonstrar 
tion of joy by the people and the military, who 
acknowledged him as the legitimate king, notwith- 
standing that he had not accepted, signed, or 
sworn to support the constitution, feeling himself 
independent of a conquered people, and only ac- 
countable to the victorious allies, who had re* 
instated him, assumed, on the 2d of May, the 
kingly style, and declared, that he was kmg of 
France and Navarre, by the grace of God, and re* 
called to the throne of his fathers by his people ; 
that after reading with attention the plan of a cwisUr 
itUion proposed by the senate, he had found the 
basis good, but that a great number of articles, 
owing to precipitation in drawing them up, cannot 
become fundamental laws of the state ; that he will 
convoke the senate and legislative body, and lay 
before them, on the 10th of June,' the result of his 
labours. He, however, gives them the following 
assurances, that the representative government 
shall be maintained, divided into a senate and a 
house composed of deputies of departments; the 
taxes shall be freely imposed ; public and private 
liberty ensured ; the liberty of the press respected^ 
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VrKh precautions necessary to public Iranquillity ; 
Ihe freedom of worship guarantied ; property shall 
be sacred and inviolable ; the sales of the national 
domains remain irrevocable; the ministers re- 
sponsible, may be prosecuted by one of the legisla- 
tive houses, and tried by the other; the judges ir- 
removable, and the judicial power independent; 
the public debt shall be guarantied; pensions, 
honours, military rank, preserved ; the legion of 
honour maintained, with a decoration determined 
by the king; every Frenchman shall be admitted 
to civil and militaiy employments, and no indi- 
vidual disturbed lor bis former opinions and 
votes. 

( On the 41 h of June the^ king presented to the 
•French people a constitution, as he had promised 
them, at the same time declaring that all autborif y 
resides in the person of the king, but that he 
graciously releases to the people certain portions 
of liberty, as specified in this grant* This consti- 
tution is founded upon the above-mentioned decla* 
ration of Louis, when he rejected that decreed by 
the senate ; but retains all essential power in his 
pwn hands; the Romish religion is declared the re* 
4igion of the state, and the ministers of that and 
all other modes of christian worship are to be paid 
from the royal treasury c^one; the king commands 
the land and sea forces, declares war, makes treaties 
of all kinds, appoints to all employmentstjof public 
administration ; tlie legislative power is exercised 
collectively by the king, the house of peei*s, and 
the house of deputies of departments, but the 
king proposes alllaws; the king alone sanctions and 
promulgates all laws ; the number of the house of 
peers is unlimited, and they are made by the kin^, 
or ''the king creates nobles at will;" the kiags 
ministers may be members of eitbei: house ; ^ the 
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jking appoints judges ; in fact, the power retained 
by the king must render nugatory the liberty he 
is graciously pleased to grant his people. 

Thus wc see the people of France, who had 
shaken off the enormous abuses of a kingly go* 
vemment, which, whether administered by a wise 
man or a fool, by an ambitious heiY), ^n unblush* 
ing debauchee, or a well meaning driveller, was 
almost equally intolerable; and who had been 
forced into war by the interference of foreign na- 
tions in their internal regulations ; who had con- 
quered every people of Europe to whose territory 
ttieir armies could approach, while they themselves 
suffered all the miseries of bad experimental go- 
vernment in every form, from that of a mob to mat 
of a despot ; who had at last elected one man to 
reign over them under the shadow of a representa- 
tive government, and the remains of the form of a 
xepublic, with the reality of a despot ; now submit* 
led to an almost unqualified monarchy, receiving a 
king on such terms as his will, and the will of their 
conquerors, shall dictate. 

We will ndw take a view of such parts of the 
definitive treaty of peace as bear upon the great 
question (^the adjustment of the balance of Euro- 
pean powen 

The limits of France arc settled as they were 
at the epoch of January, 1792, with some additions 
in drawing the line of demarkation between her 
and her neighbours ; the republic of Geneva shall 
form a part of the confederation of Switzerland, 
and is assured the use of the route by Versoi, to 
&cilitate communication with other parts of the 
confederation ; the navigation upon the Rhine shall 
be free; duties which may be levied by states 
bounding on the river to be regulated by a con<» 
freas; HoUaodi placed under the sovereign^ of 

t 
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the house of Oran^, shall receive an increase of 
territory, and its prince is prohibited from wearing 
a foreign crown ; the states of Germany shall be 
independent, and united by a federative league; 
Switzerland shall be independent; Italy except the 
parts given to Austria, shall be composed of sove- 
reign states ; Malta shall belong to Great Britain, 
who engaged to restore to, France " the colonies, 
fisheries, factories, and establishments of every 
kind which France possessed in January, 1792, 
excepting Tobag;o, Su Lucia, the Isle of France 
and its dependencies, which France cedes to Eng- 
land ; France likewise cedes to Spain the part of 
St. Domingo which became hers by the peace of 
Basle. The king of Sweden and Norway cedea 
Giiadalope to France; England agrees to allow 
to the French alt the facilities of the most favoured 
nations in their trade with British India ; and France 
agrees not to fortify or hold troops in the places 
restored to her by England, within the limits of 
the English sovereignty on the continent of India ; 
the right of France to the fisheries remains as in 
1792 : two thirds of the vessels of war, armed or 
not armed, and the naval artillery and ammunition, 
which are within the bounds of the places restored 
by France, shall belong to France, and one third 
to tlie country so restored ; fix>m this stipulation, 
the vessels and ai-senals of Holland are excepted, 
•* and especially the fleet of the Texel." There 
is no notice of Poland no longer a nation; Warsaw 
remains with Russia; the states mentioned " as re- 
turning to Austria" are Venice and its depen- 
dencies, with Mantua and Peschiera. 

Thus it has pleased the great rulers of Eurc^ 
to adjust what is called the balance of power, and 
it is not to be doubted but they will watcli with a 
jealous eye over the distribution they have mad^. 
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To leciire Aat peace to the world which is eveiy 
good man's wish, there appears wanting some acU 
justment of the maritime rights of nationst and a 
free commercial intercourse, leaving the seas 

3[uaIIy opc^ to, as they are equally me property 
^allmankmd. 

Nem-Ymrk, ifovMiiftfr, ISU. 
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